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INTRODUCTION  TO  VO[.UME  II. 


Volume  II  covers  a  period  commencing  with  the 
23rd  April  1746,  and  ending  with  the  18th  October 
of  the  same  year — something  under  six  months — 
and  yet  the  record  of  this  brief  space  of  time  forms 
a  volume  as  large  as  that  of  the  preceding  nine  years 
and  seven  months,  and  contains  but  little  in  the  way 
of  petty  details. 

The  central  point  of  interest  in  the  portion 
of  the  Diary  now  placed  before  the  reader  is  the 
capture  of  Madras  by  the  French.  Close  around 
this  lies  the  record  of  what  occurred  in  connection 
with  that  event,  immediately  before  and  after  it  took 
place,  and  of  the  quarrels  and  jealousies  which  the 
appearance  of  dela  Bourdonnais  on  the  scene  caused 
between  him  and  Dupleix.  I  venture  to  think  that 
the  vivid  descriptions  of  these  latter  which  this 
contains,  and  the  apparently  truthful  accounts  which 
Ranga  Pillai  gives  of  his  conversations  with  Dupleix 
regarding  de  la  Bourdonnais,  will  prove  of  interest ; 
and  may,  perhaps,  in  a  measure  assist  in  clearing 
points  upon  which  history  seems  uncertain.  Apart 
from  the  seizure  of  Madras,  of  which,  as  the  diarist 
was  not  a  spectator  of  it  and  had  no  one  on  the 
spot  to  furnish  him  with  particulars,  lie  has  given 
but  a  brief  account,  much  that  is  interesting,  and  in 
some  cases  amusing,  is  recorded  by  him. 


vi  iNANDA  RANQA  PlffAVS  DFARt. 

It  is  evident  that,  although  he  had  not  yet  been 
appointed  chief  dubash  at  the  date  on  which  the 
present  volume  closes,  he  had  then  become  a  power 
in  Pondichery,  and  had  gained  the  confidence  of  its 
Governor  to  an  extraordinary  degree.  That  this 
latter  was  the  case,  is  evidenced  not  only  by  the 
way  in  wliich  Dupleix  sent  for  and  consulted  hira 
on  all  manner  of  subjects,  including  his  private 
affairs,  but  also  by  the  unreserved  tone  in  which  he 
conversed  with  him  regarding  de  la  Bourdonnais, 
and  the  freedom  of  speech  in  which  he  indulged 
when  doing  so. 

Ranga  Pillai  writes,  at  some  length,  in  an  enter- 
taining and  instructive  manner,  and  with  shrewd 
comments  thereupon,  of  the  many  intrigues  which 
took  place  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  chief 
dubash,  the  prominent  part  which  Madame  Dupleix 
assumed  in  these,  and  the  unblushing  way  in  which 
she  bargained  for  bribes  to  herself  and  her  husband. 
In  addition  to  matter  of  this  nature,  there  will 
be  found  in  this  volume  much  that  is  illustrative  of 
the  men  and  manners,  both  European  and  Native,  of 
the  India  of  the  period  to  which  it  relates. 

I  trust  that  it  will  be  acknowledged  by  those 
who  read  it,  and  have  perused  its  predecessor,  that 
the  promise  which  I  held  out  in  the  general  intro- 
duction at  the  beginning  of  the  latter  has,  to  some 
degree  at  any  rate,  been  redeemed. 

J.  F.  P. 

OOTACAMUND, 

November  23rc?,  1906. 
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courteous,  but  eriuivocal,  reply  to  be  sent — Informs  diarist  of 
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should  be  recalled — lie  consults  Gopalaswami,  a  diviner  —Goes 
again  to  Governor  and  asks  for  an  inquiry — Gcvernoi-  reads  to  him 
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in  higliest]  terms  of  diarist's  brother— Diarist  tells  hini  what 
M.  d'Espr^menil  has  written— He  promises  to  set  matters  right  — 
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And  declines  to  retire — Chanda  Sahib's  people  ask   Governor  for 
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and  others  arrive  from  Madras,  and  are  sent  there  again — Governor 
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departure  from  Madras  of  M.  d'Esprem^nil — And  states  that  he  has 
been  left  with  ^1.  Dulaurens,  etc  ,  and  cannot  accompany  them  if 
they  go  to  ]^Iadras — M.  Paradis  and  others  arrive — Ani  explain  to 
Governor  reason  for  their  return — Dej)artiire  of  M,  Barthelemy, 
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of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — Talk  that  if  it  becomes  known  in  France 
he  will  be  hanged — Views  of  Europeans  as  to  reasons  why  he  does 
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Nachanna 
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Saturday,  23rd  April  17k-6,  or  llftli  Ckittirai  of 
Akshai/a. — This  evening  at  5,  I  received  a  letter 
from  S^sbadri  Pillai  of  the  Ohingleput  palaiyam, 
stating  that  the  son  of  Nachaniia  Pillai  *  had  ex- 
pired on  the  11th  Chittirai  [20th  April],  at  about  8 
in  the  morning.     This  news  has  grieved  me  much. 

Sundaij,  2Jfth  Apnl  171^6,  or  15 Lh  Chittirai  of 
Akshai/a. — At  11  this  day,  the  following  took  place 
at  the  Governor's  house.  Several  of  the  traders 
who  were  confined  in  the  court-prison,  had  been 
discharged  after  they  had  executed  agreements,  and 


*   Nachanaa   Pillai  was  the  brother  of   Seshadri   Pillai,  wlio  was  the 
father-in-law  of  Ananda  Eanga  Pillai. 


CERTAIN  TRADERS  RELEASED  BY  GOVERNOR 


only  four  remained.     On   the  llth  instant,   r20th      Chap. 

.  .  XVI, 

April]  these  men  signed  bonds  ;  but  as  it  was  not      — ' 
possible  to  release  them  from  custody  then,  I  took  Tiadeis ' 

imprisoned 

them  with  me  to-day  to  the  Governor's  house,  and  \^{^^^^^ 
begged  him  to  set  them  at  liberty.  He  turned  to  cfovernor. 
Govindan,  the  son  of  deaf  Raman,  and  asked  him 
what  benefit  he  and  the  others  had  derived  from 
their  refractory  conduct.  He  replied  :  "  We  have 
sustained  heavy  losses  and  have  been,  to  a  great 
extent,  ruined.  In  consequence  of  this  we  lost  our 
senses,  and  brought  on  ourselves  all  this  trouble." 
On  this  the  Company' 's  merchants  and  I  pleaded  hard 
on  behalf  of  the  traders,  entreating  the  Governor  wiio 

orders 

to  overlook  their  foolish  conduct,  and  grant  them  <^\"i- 
their  liberty.  We  succeeded  in  obtaining  their 
release.  Subsequently,  they  and  the  Company's 
merchants  petitioned  the  Governor  for  the  discharge 
of  D^vam  Tandavarayan,  and  Rangan,  the  younger 
brother  of  Govindan,  who  had  been  imprisoned  for 
making  false  complaints.  In  reply,  he  said  that 
this  matter  did  not  rest  with  him,  as  it  more  or 
less  concerned  me,  against  whom  they  and  all  the 
traders  had  complained  to  the  Councillors,  and 
that  this  case  was  unlike  the  other  in  which  he  had 
ordered  the  traders,  who  were  answerable  to  him 
only,  and  had  to  execute  agreements  to  him  alone, 
to  be  set  at  liberty.  I  then  approached  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  interceded  with  him  for  the   release  of  Diansi 

ink>rcedes 


the  two  men.     I  begged  him  to   order  this   for  my  ^ara^v'i'if'' 
sake.     I  explained  to  him   that  if  any  evil  befell 
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them,  it  would  look  as  if  I  was  the  author  of  it. 
He  relented,  and  directed  that  they  should  be  given 
their  freedom.  On  this  the  Company's  merchants, 
the  traders,  and  I,  departed  to  our  homes,  at 
noon. 

Mondai/,  25th  Ajyril  17/^6,  or  16th  Chittirai  of 
Akshaya. — This  afternoon,  at  about  1,  Mangaitayi* 
and  Naunachi,  accompanied  by  Venkatachala  Pillai, 
a  kinsman  of  theirs  who  had  come  from  Madras, 
set  out  for  the  Chingleput  palaiyam  on  a  visit  of 
condolence.  1  also  sent  a  letter  to  the  following- 
effect  :  "  This  is  indeed  a  matter  which  requires  the 
attendance  of  one  of  us.  But  circumstances  here  are 
at  present  of  such  a  nature  as  to  forbid  my  leaving." 

Wednesday,  27th  April  17Jf6,  or  18th  Chittirai  of 
Akshaya. — This  morning,  as  I  was  resting  at  my 
arecanut  storehouse,  after  having  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Governor,  Arunachala  Ghetti  and  Ranga  Pillai,  the 
Grovernor's  accountant,  visited  me.  We  conversed 
on  various  subjects,  such  as  the  rumours  current  in 
the  town,  the  prospect  of  the  arrival  of  the  trade 
ships  from  France,  the  measures  which  it  would  be 
necessary  to  take  in  the  event  of  their  coming,  the 
debt  to  the  Governor  of  the  bazaar-keepers,  and  their 
refusal  to  pay  arrears.  The  four  offi.cial  accountants 
just  then  went  past  on  their  way  to  the  Governor, 
who  had  summoned  them.  We  conjectured  that  he 
must  have  sent   for  them  in  connection  with  some 


*  Wife  and  daughter  of  Eanga  PilJai. 


GOVERNOR  SENDS  FOR  TJNAPPA  UVDALI. 


complaints  from  the  paddy  mercliants.  After  a  Cuap. 
brief  interval,  all  the  four  men — Azhaga  Pillai,  '- — ' 
Ranga  Pillai,  Muruga  Pillai,  and  Tiriichelvarayan —  on  return 

inform  them 

returned,   sal  down  by  me.  and  said:    "The   Gov-  "f  if  we  of 

^  J  '  mstruelions 

ernor  sent  for  us,  and  gave  orders  that  in  future  plfn'''"" 
ail  persons    bringing    gram  into  the    town   should  into  town. 


store  it  in  the  market,  and  dispose  of  it  there  ;   that 

even  if  it  was  intended  for  private  consumption,  half 

of  the   quantity  should  be  exposed  in  the  market, 

and  sold,  and  that  nothing  should  be  taken  to  any 

ono's  house  without   your  permission.     He  further 

said  that  he  would  not  listen  to  the  words  of  any 

one  else."     On  this  I  asked  them  what  complaints  conversa- 
tion on  the 

had  led  the  Governor    to  call  them   together,   and  s"i)iect. 
issue  such  a  command.     Muruga  Pillai  upon  this 
told  me  that  it  was  all  due  to  him.    I  talked  to  them 
for  some  time  on  general  subjects,  and  after  this  they 
departed.     The  Governor    then  summoned  Tanappa  Governor 

■ni  n  11-  IP  1  sends  for 

Mudali,    and    bade    him    send    lor   the   measurers.  Tanapva 

'  Jludah  and 

Kuluppaiyan  was  brought  before  him,  and  he  stated  °*^"'"* 
that  whenever  paddy  was  taken  by  an  official  account- 
ant it  was  usually  undermeasured  to  the  extent  of 
about  a  fourth.  Ohinna  Mudali,  who  interpreted 
this  to  the  Governor,  represented  that  the  paddy 
would  be  undermeasured  by  about  a  quarter.  The 
Governor  then  asked  him  whether  a  handful   was  iiKiuiresas 

lo  allcf^ed 

deducted  for   mendicants  and  charitable  purposes.  "j^.'^i'o'J'" 
He  replied  that  it  was  a  longstanding   custom   to 
devote    one    to   charity,   and    that  if  beggars  were 
actually  present  they  were  given  something  by  way 


^  JnandA  banga  Pn,j,Ars  diary. 


CiiAi>.      of  alms.     The  Governor  thereupon  directed  that  in 


XVI 


future  tlie  paddv  merchants  should  not  be  compelled 

17-iG,  •    1        "  •  r        1      •  •  •    1 

Issues         to  part    with   any    portion   oi    then-  gram,    either 


ccrtuiu 


orders.  fgj.  mendicaiits  or  for  charitable  purposes,  it  being 
entirely  left  to  them  to  contribute  anything  that  they 
might  think  fit ;  and  that  as  neither  the  official  ac- 
countants nor  others  were  entitled  to  anything  over 
and  above  the  prescribed  standard,  undermeasure- 
ment  would  in  future  not  be  allowed,  and  the 
measurer  in  fault  would  be  liable  to   punishment. 

M.  de         At   this   moment,   M.    de   Bausset,    the   Company's 

Bausset  .,  .    . 

arrives.       cliicf  accouiitiug  officor  happened  to  visit  the  Grov- 

ernor,  who  as  soon  as  he  arrived  read  to  him  the 

Contents  of  coiiteiits  of  a  petition  forwarded  in  the  mornino;  by 

a  petition  J-  o       ./ 

bTmby  the  Deputy  Governor.  It  being  unnecessary  to 
transcribe  all  the  facts  set  forth  in  this  the  salient 
points  of  it  are  given  below  : — 

"The  paddy  brought  into  the  town  is  purchased 
wholesale— for  from  10  to  20  pagodas — by  all  the 

Alleges        official  accountants.    They  moreover  undermeasure  it 

fraud  p  1  T         •  p  • 

a^-ainst  iiiiR  to  the  extent  of  about  a  fourth.     In  times  oi  scarcity, 

:ind  his  t/ 

uau^s.*^'"  thf'v  charge  a  premium  of  2,  3,  or  4  fanams  on 
each  pagoda,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  intend- 
ing purchasers,  and  then  order  the  measurers  to 
issue  the  required  (juantity.  The  profit  thus  made 
is  divided  between  M.  de  Bausset  and  the  account- 
ants, in  the  proportion  of  2  to  1.  Further,  they 
take  away  a  sackful  of  paddy  under  the  plea  of  its 
being  a  charitable  contribution  for  paupers  and 
beggars.    The  rice  merchants  being  thus  defrauded  by 
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undermeasurements,  and  by  demands  for  charitable      chap. 

•^  .  XVI. 

contributions,  and  being  deprived  of  all  liberty  to  sell       — 

^  •    ^        \  1740. 

according^  to  their  pleasure  o-raiii  upon  which  they  states  the 

o  r  o  1  ./      result  of 

have  paid  the  necessary  tax,  complain  that  much  *''^'''- 
injustice  is  prevalent  here,  and  refuse  to  bring  in 
supplies.  In  consequence  of  this  people  are  unable 
to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life,  suffer  distress,  and 
feel  as^o^rieved.  The  conduct  of  M.  de  Bausset  and 
the  accountants  has  brought  discredit  upon  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  Of  the  latter,  three  are  good 
men,  but  the  other,  Muruga  Pillai,  is  an  unprincipled 
fellow.  The  frauds  perpetrated  by  this  individual 
are  numerous.     Periyanna  Mudali,  the   accountant  Alleges 

"       ■   ■  monopoly 

employed  under  M.  de  Bausset,  and  his  interpreter  ^4^111* tia,ie 
Kanakappan,  a  man  of  the  Chetti  caste,  monopolise  /mis." 
the  trade  in  food-stuffs  brought  into  the  town,  and 
divide  between  them  all  the  profits  made  thereby. 
Arun^chala  Chetti  has,  under  cover  of  the  name  of 
Eanga  Pillai  the  Governor's  accountant,  stocked  his 
granary  with  paddy  worth  500  pagodas." 

Having  finished  reading  the  paper,  the  Governor  '/^"j^';,';^''^'"'' 
indignantly  asked   M.   de  Bausset  why,  when  such  fotask.''''^ 
misdoings  on  the  part  of  his  establishment  existed, 
he  had  neglected  to  institute  inquiries.     He  replied  : 
"As    regards    the    dishonest    conduct    laid    at    my  ^.^ttsTiIs 
door — let  the  other  matters  in  the  petition  remain 
unchallenged— if  it  can  be  proved  that  T  have  re- 
ceived a  single  cash  in  the  way  of  a  bribe  ;   or  any 
other  illegal  gratification,  I  ain  ready  not  only  to  pay 
to  the  Capuchins  a  fine  of  BOO  pf-.godas,  but  am  also 
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quite  ready  to  suffer  dismissal  from  office."  "When 
M.  do  Bausset  had  finished  speaking,  the  Governor, 
without  further  reference  to  the  matter,  observed : 
"  They  say  that  of  the  four  accountants,  three  are 
good  men,  and  the  other,  Muruga  Pillai,  is  bad,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  this  is  true.  It  is  said  in  the 
petition  that  this  individual  was  in  the  days  of 
M.  Lenoir  found  guilty  of  a  number  of  offences,  and 
was  dismissed  the  service.  This,  also,  is  a  fact.  He 
is  a  wicked  follow,  and  a  rogue."  After  saying  a  few 
words  further  in  disparagement  of  Muruga  Pillai,  he 
remarked  that  he  was  the  cause  of  a  host  of  troubles. 
M.  de  Bausset,  chiming  in  with  the  Governor,  added  : 
"  It  is  just  so.  He  is  a  really  bad  man.  His  charac- 
ter has  always  been  disreputable."  He  spoke,  for 
some  time,  ill  of  him  in  this  fashion.  The  Gov- 
ernor then  said  :  "  The  petition  concludes  with  a 
request  that  the  Company  will  relinquish  its  right  to 
any  duty  on  paddy.  The  priests  of  the  church  of 
St.  Paul  evidently  wish  that  the  Government  should 
incur  loss."  M.  de  Bausset  replied :  "  Is  this  all  that 
they  are  going  to  ask  ?  They  will  make  several 
other  extravagant  proposals."  At  last  he  ex- 
claimed :  "  I  must  resign  my  appointment.  It  is  one 
the  holder  of  which  is  liable  to  be  slandered  by 
malicious  persons."  He  thereupon  bade  the  Gov- 
ernor farewell,  and  went  off  home. 

The  Governor  then  turned  to  Tanappa  Mudali, 
and  told  him  to  ask  his  accountant  Ranga  Pillai 
whether  it  was  true  that  he  and  Arunachala  Chetti 
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had  each  stored  up  grain  to  the  value  of  500  pagodas.      Chap. 

.  i     o  XVI 

The  answer  given  by  Ranga  Pillai  was  :  '*'  Does  not      ' 

the  maintenance  of  granaries  confer  a  benefit  on  ' 
the  town  ?  Is  it  in  any  way  prejudicial  to  the 
people  ?  Have  we  not  paid  the  duties  ?  Has  there 
been  any  smuggling  ?  We  did  not  steal  it ;  neither  j^^^^^l^ 
have  we  purchased  stolen  property.  We  spend  our  *'^^'"^^'^'''^ 
own  money,  pay  the  necessary  taxes,  and  keep  up 
the  supply.  There  is  no  dishonesty  in  this.  I  may 
however  mention  that  each  of  us  has  not,  as  is 
alleged,  stored  paddy  to  the  value  of  500  pagodas, 
A  certain  Reddi  is  in  the  habit  of  importing  paddy 
worth  150  pagodas  once  in  two  or  three  months 
in  my  name,  depositing  it  in  my  granary,  and 
disposing  of  it  gradually.  Irrespective  of  this,  I 
receive  for  my  own  consumption  a  supply  of  thirty 
bags  of  paddy,  and  Arun^chala  Chetti  one  to  the 
value  of  50  pagodas.  The  permission  of  M.  de 
Bausset  has  been  obtained,  and  the  necessary  tax 
has  been  paid.  If  anything  beyond  this  can  be 
proved,  we  may  then  be  held  to  have  offended 
against  the  Company.  These  false  accusations 
should  be  inquired  into,  and  the  delinquents  ade- 
quately punished."  This  was  the  reply  made  by 
Arunachala  Chetti,  as  well  as  by  Ranga  Pillai.  The 
Governor  thereupon  directed    Tdnappa   Mudali   to  Governor 

1  p    1    •  •  1  11  directs 

make  careiul  inquiry,  and  report  whether  this  was  MuX'iffo 
the  whole  truth,  and  whether  auything  else  could  fu?the?. 
be   elicited.     He  moreover    summoned  the   official 
accountants,  measurers,  and  all  other  subordinates 

8  VOL.    II. 
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ami  directed  that  measurements  should  in  future  be 
uniform,  that  on  no  account  should  paddy  be  under 
or  over  measured,  that  no  deduction  should  be  made 
on  account  of  charitable  or  religious  objects  unless 
the  sellers  of  their  own  accord  made  a  contribution, 
and  that  no  sort  of  compulsion  should  be  used  to 
induce  them  to  part  with  even  a  single  grain  of  rice 
for  such  purposes.  He  then  dismissed  them  with 
a  warning. 

As  Murug:i  Pillai  whs  not  aware  of  all  that  subse- 
quently occurred,  he   that  night  communicated   to 
M.  de  Bausset  the  instructions  of  the  Governor  that 
in  future  all  paddy  brought  into  the  town  should  be 
stored  in  the  m  irket,  that  not  a  grain  of  it  should  be 
taken  home  by  any  one,  unless  with  ray  permission, 
and  that  the  orders  of  no    other  person  should  be 
attended  to.     M.  de  Bausset  thereupon  invented  the 
story  that  the  Governor  had  issued  a  command  to 
this  effect  on  seeiug  that  he   was  lenient   towards 
Europeans,  and  permitted  them  to  bring  in,  duty- 
free,  300  or  400   bags   of  paddy  every  day.     The 
instructions  of  the  Governor  were  of  course   based 
upon  the  revelations  contained  in  the  petition,     But 
M.  de  Bausset  concealed  this  circumstance,  stated 
that    he    was    partial    to     Knropeans,    and    falsely 
imputed  the  origin  of  the  order  to  this  misdemeanor 
on  his  part,  as  if  this  was  a  matter  to  be  proud  of. 
This  was  but  in  keeping  with  his  character.     He  is 
fond  of  fathering  on   himself  the  acts   of  others, 
often  with  the  result  that  he  gains  discredit.     Not 


THE  CHARGE  MADE  AGAINST  BAMAIYAN.  H 

less  than   thirty  or   forty  pages  would   be  necessary  Chap. 

if  I  attempted  to  detail  his  evil  qualities  and  reprobate  — .* 
conduct.     I  therefore  refrain  from  doing  this. 

Thursdai/,  28fh  April  17lf6,  or   19th    Ohitfirai  of 
AJcf>/iaya. — Venkat^sa  Aiyan,  the  Brahman  employed 

in    the    Company's    counting-house,    went   to    the  (Tovcinor 


receives 


Governor   at   5   this  evening,   and  reported  to  him  |^»ff«-m;ition 
that  Ramaiyan,  the  partner  of  Sinappaiyan    .     .     .*"  pi-i^iionoi 

i  i       •  Company's 

in  the  fort,  had  made  away  with  some  property  s°"^'- 
belonging  to  the  Company.  The  Governor  asked 
him  if  he  could  prove  this.  He  replied  that  he 
would  produce  evidence,  but  required  a  party  of  ten 
of  the  Company's  peons  to  do  to  his  bidding.  He 
said  that  he  would  take  all  the  necessary  steps  to 
trace  the  stolen  articles,  and  would  report  the  result. 
Ten  peons  were  accordingly  given  to  him.  He  re- 
paired very  early — at  about  daybreak — to  the  house 
of  Tadi  Arunachala  Chetti,    and   asked  him  for  a  venkatesa 

Aiyan 

couple  of  pieces  of  long-cloth,  to  which  the  latter  Setecr^^  ^"^ 
replied  that  he  had  none  by  him.  He  then  betook  '^°*^''" 
himself  to  the  new  house  of  Chandramuttu  Pillai, 
and  asked  him  to  open  the  room  in  which  the  goods 
of  Tadi  Arunachalam  were  stored.  Chandramuttu 
Pillai  replied  that  he  had  not  the  keys,  but  would 
send  for  them.  He  was  thus  kept  waiting  for  about 
two  Indian  hours.  In  the  meanwhile,  Tadi  Aruna- 
chala Chetti  arrived,  and  began  to  delay  matters 
still    further,  by  making    complimentary  speeches. 


*  Perished  in  the  original. 
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Yenkatesa  Aiyan  thereupon  said  in  an  overbearing 
tone  :  "  Unless  you  procure  the  key,  and  open  the 
room  at  once,  I  shall  have  the  lock  forced  by  a 
blacksmith."  The  door  was  then  opened,  and 
entering  the  room,  he  brought  out  six  packages, 
each  containing  ten  pieces  of  coarse  long  cloth. 
He  put  these  on  the  heads  of  six  porters,  and 
accompanied  by  them,  went  to  the  Governor.  He 
deposited  the  parcels  in  the  office-room,  and  inti- 
mated his  arrival  with  the  property  which  he  had 
seized.  The  Governor  asked  him  who  the  persons 
implicated  in  this  affair  were,  in  reply  to  which  he 
mentioned  the  names  of  fort  accountant  Ramaiyan, 
the  counting-house  accountant  Logaiyan,  and  Tadi 
Arun^chala  Chetti.  He  suggested  that  these  three 
individuals  should  be  imprisoned  in  separate  cells  at 
the  court-house,  and  added  that  this  would  lead  to 
the  discovery  of  many  other  misdeeds.  The  Gov- 
ernor accordingly  ordered  their  incarceration,  as 
suggested  by  him.  Venkat^sa  Aiyan  informed  him 
that  Tacli  Arunaehala  Chetti  had  purchased  the  three 
scores  of  piece-goods  produced,  at  the  rate  of  40 
pagodas  a  score,  a  pagoda  being  equal  to  24  f  anams  ; 
and  had  deducted  a  brokerage  of  3  pagodas  for  each 
score,  as  also  2  pagodas  for  charitable  purposes 
.  ,  .  *  The  Governor  upon  this  told  him  that 
inquiries  Avould  be  made  on  the  morrow  concerning 
these  matters,  and  bade  him  depart. 


♦  I'erislied  iu  tho  original. 
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Friday,   29tli   April  17Ii6,    or    20th    Cltitiirai  of      chap. 
A/csJiaya. — To-day,    at    the    instance    of   Venkat^sa      ' 


Aiyan,    the    Governor    ordered  that  Chandramuttu  Go^Sor 


Pillai,   and   Muttukumara  Pillai  the  accountant   of  inoductiou 

•  •  ■  ■  of  two 

Tadi  Arundchala  Chetti,  should  be  brought  before  persons. 
him.     Having  got  wind  of  this,  the  latter  took  to 
flight,  and  escaped  to  Van^r  and  PilichapaUam.     The 
other    man  hid   himself  in  the    town.     When  this  oneiiidcs; 

thf  Other 

became  known  to  the  Governor's  accountant  Eanga  "^^^^t^^- 
Pillai,  he   sent  for  Chinna  Parasurama  Pillai,   and 
with  his  help  saw  Chandramuttu  Pillai,  to  whom  he 
gave  the  following  advice  :   "  Go   to  the  Governor  ; 
tell  him,  without  hesitation,  that  Tadi  Arunachalam  lonmr 

•  1  '  1  subse- 

nas    been  renting'    vour    house    tor    the   last  three  fii'titiy 

n      ,/  gives 

years,  that  you  are  not  aware  of  what  he  may  have  ^'^'^^''^p- 

kept  there,  or  of  what  he  may  have  taken  away,  and 

that  you  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  concerning 

his  goods."     Chandi-amuttu  Pillai  accordingly  made  Makes 

statejiient 

a  statement  to  the  foregoing  effect  to  the  Governor,  tooover- 

n  n  '    nor  and  is 

released. 


who  after  hearing  him,  told  him  that  he  might  go 
The  man  then  went  to  Panga  Pillai,  informed  him  of 
what  had  taken  place,  and  went  away  congratu- 
lating himself  that  his  head  was  saved.  It  was 
then    reported    to    the    Governor   that    the   where-  The  other 

not  found 

abouts  of  Muttukumara  Pillai,  the  accountant  of 
l^adi  Arimachalam,  could  not  be  traced.  To  this  he 
said  "  Very  well.''  This  information  was  furnished 
to  me  this  evening  by  his  accountant  Ranga  Pillai, 
who  further  told  me  that  the  Governor  had  asked 
him  when  I  was  likely  to  present  myself,  and  that 
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he  had  answered  that  the  boil  in  my  armpit  had  not 
yet  burst,  but  that  it  might  do  so  to-morrow. 

F^or  the  last  two  or  three  days,  owing  to  this  boil 
and  rheumatic  pains,  I  have  paid  no  visits  to  the 
Governor. 

Saturdaij,  30th  April  17 U6,  or  Sid  Chiftirai  of 
Akskai/a. — Diego  the  East  Indian  asked  some  infor- 
mation of  Logaiyan  concerning  a  matter  in  which  he 
had  to  interpret.  It  is  not  known  what  he  said,  but 
at  noon  Venkat^sa  Aiyan,  too,  was  committed  to 
custody  He  plotted  the  entire  ruin  of  a  family,  and 
Heaven  has  brought  this  trouble  on  him.  He  has 
been  the  cause  of  the  downfall  of  many.  His  super- 
ciliousness, his  vaunts  of  having  interviews  with  the 
Governor,  and  the  contempt  for  others  exhibited  by 
him  during  the  short  time  he  was  in  authority  have 
been  such  as  to  be  beyond  my  powers  of  description. 

Mtmdaii,  2nd  Mrnj  17If6,  or  23rd  Chittirai  of 
Akaliaija. — In  connection  with  the  dispute  which 
has  arisen  concerning  the  property  of  the  deceased 
Kanakaraya  Mudali,  Tanappa  Mudali  had  agreed 
to  pay  to  the  Governor,  M.  Dupleix,  a  third  part 
of  the  estate ;  which  amounted  to  4,000  pagodas. 
To  Madame  Dupleix  was  due,  on  a  bond  which  she 
held,  the  sum  of  3,200*  rupees,  or  1,000  pagodas, 
and  to  M.  Dupleix,  on  the  bond  in  his  favour,  the 
sum  of  6,000  :  total  11,000  pagodas.    Tanappa  went 


*   Evidently  Arcot  rupees,  320  of  which  were  equal  to  100  pagodas- 
r?rffi  diary  entry,  dated  15th  July  1739,  at  page  101  of  Vol.  I. 
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to  the  Governor's  house  this  evening,  at  8  o'clock,      Chap. 

XVI. 

with  this  monej   in  cash,  and  a  bond  ^-  undertaking      — ' 
to  pay  1,000   pagodas   more  within  ten  days.     He  Expresses 
gave  the  money  and  the  bond  to  the  Grovernor,  and  ^?,'o(,*^*^hYjjj 
prostrated    himself    before    him,    saying  :     "  It   is 
you,  who  have  raised  up  my  house  and  family  ;  do 
with  me  as  seems  fit  to  you."     "  Well,  rise   up," 
said  the  Governor,  "  is  this  not  what  you,  of  your 
own  accord  and  free  will,  give  for  what  I  have  done 
for  you  ?     Have  I  compelled  you  to  present  to  me 
anything   against    your    wish  ?  "       "  No,"    replied 
Tanappa  Mndali,  "I  give  this  with  all  my  heart.   Can 
it  be  in  any  way  an  adequate  return  for  what  you 
have  done  for   me  ?    Nay ;  I  am  ready  to   become 
your  slave."     The  Governor  then  advised  him,  if  he  Governor 

.  advises  him 

wished  to    avert  trouble,   to  without  loss  of  time  to!"'opt:> 

son. 

adopt  his  nephew  as  his  heir.     He  pointed  cut  to 

him  the  uncertainty  of  the  life  of  man.     "  See,"  said  conversa- 
tion on  tins 

he,  "  how  many  troubles  have  cropped  up  owing  ^'^bject. 
to  the  sudden  death  of  your  elder  brother."  Then 
he  inquired  of  him  whether  his  wife  was  in  any 
way  opposed  to  his  wish  to  adopt.  "  No,"  he 
replied,  "  they  have  all  given  their  consent.  We 
will  bring  this  business  to  a  conclusion  in  a  very 
short  time."  "  The  sooner  you  do  so,  the  better  ; 
you  may  now  take  leave,"  answered  the  Governor. 
Biddino-  him  o-oodbre,  we  came  away.  I  say  Wf^,  em- 
phatically,  because  I  too  was  there.     Subsequentlj^ 


Apparently  a  ]n-e8ent. 
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I  was  sent  for  by  the  Grovernor,  who  instructed  me 
to  tell  Lazar  that  he  should  personally  apply  to 
Madame  Dupleix  for  the  money  due  on  a  certain 
bond.  I  then  retired,  and  joined  Chinna  Mudali, 
who  had  remained  outside.  I  communicated  to  him 
what  the  Governor  had  told  me.  "  See,"  said  he, 
"  what  the  position  of  matters  between  husband  and 
wife  is  when  pecuniary  transactions  are  involved.'' 
We  then  separated ;  he  returning  to  his  permanent 
place  of  residence,  and  I  to  mine. 

At  8  this  morning,  Venkat^sa  Aiyan  was  released 
from  the  prison  to  which  he  was  consigned  at  noon 
the  day  before  yesterday. 

Thumlaii,  [5tk  Mail  17^6],  or  2ofh  Chlftiral  or 
Aksliaya. — The  incident  recorded  below  took  place 
between  9  and  12  this  day.  The  Governor  sent 
for  Raraaiyan,  the  accountant  at  the  fort,  who 
had  been  committed  to  the  prison  in  the  court- 
house, and  said  to  him  :  "  Did  you  receive  from 
the  Company's  merchants  three  scores  of  piece- 
goods,  enter  them  in  the  Company's  accounts,  and 
sell  them  to  Aruu^chala  Chetti  ?  Is  this  true  ? " 
He  replied :  "  It  is,  but  I  did  not  do  so  with 
any  intention  of  defrauding  the  Company.  Being- 
pressed,  I  took  the  cloths  as  a  loan,  intending  to 
return  them."  The  Governor  added :  "  There  is 
yet  another  charge.  You  misappropriated  cotton 
to  the  vahie  of  120  pagodas,  debiting  it  in  the 
accounts,  and  obtaining  it  on  the  plea  that  it  was 
required  for  the  use  of  the  Company."     Ramaiyan 


lit. 
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replied  :  "  1  am  absolutely  innocent  of  this.  The  Chap. 
information  given  to  you  is  false."  Producing  a  ' — .' 
lett-er,    the    Governor     said  :     "  Look     here.       See  Denies  a 

further 

what  is    mentioned   in  this.     Why,    in  the  face  of  f'''»s'- 
these  details,  do  you  tell  falsehoods  r"     Ramaiyan 
replied  :   "I  was  not  concerned  in  this  matter.     It 
was  the  work  of  Fort  Sinappaivan.     I  have  no  know-  :*iakesa 

■■•  -^       ''  stateuiei 

ledge  o£  it."  Thereupon  the  Governor  summoned 
Sinappaivan,  and  without  puttins^  anv  questions  to  sinap- 
him,  directed  his  incarceration  in  a  cell  at  the  ^,uenTi.v 
court-house.  The  Uompany  s  peons  accordingly 
led  him  away  to  prison.  The  Governor  then  sent 
for  the  old  Company's  merchants  ;  and  the  follow- 
ing four  persons — namely — Ramaiyan,  Viraragava 
Chetti,  Adi  Yaraha  Chetti,  and  Chidambara  Chetti, 
arrived.     He  intimated  to  them  that  hereafter  they   Mcrcimnts 

•^      instnietul 

should  not  supply  to  the  C-ompany  any  piece-goods,  supj^y 

1  n  •        •  1  1  •       1  pootts' 

or  cloths  01  anv  other  description,  unless  the  indent  except  ou 
was  signed  by  M.  Cornet,  and  that  no    requisitions  !\'k'coiS. 
from  any    one   else   should   be  attended  to.     They 
said  :  "  So  be  it,"  took  leave  of  him,  and  departed. 
I,  also,  was  with  the  Governor  then,  and  with  his 
permission,  returned  home  at  noon. 

Fort  Subbaivan,  his  son,  the  son  of  Sinappaivan,  subbaiyan 

•'  i  r      J         '    and  others 

and  the  brother  of  Ramaiyan,  visited  me,  acquainted  'fiwection 
me  with  all  that  had  transpired,  and  told  me  in  com- 
plimentary terms  that  the  burden  of  protecting  them 
lay  on   me.     Fort  Subbaiyan  further  said  to  me — 
pointing  to  the  son  of  Sinappaiyan —  :  '*  These  diffi-  conver- 
culties  have  arisen  through  this  fellow  Naranaivan.  |«tUen 

^  •      *'  him  and 
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CiiAP.  If  Rfimaiyan  has  been  guilty  once,  his  fellow  em- 
ployes have  been  ten  times  so.  Nevertheless,  the 
latter  have  manifested  their  spite  against  him  br 
inducing-  Venkat^sa  Aij^an  to  report  his  conduct  to 
the  Governor.  He  consequently  retaliated  by  bring- 
ing to  his  notice  their  delinquencies.  Years  ago 
our  forefathers  procured  for  their  families  the  ap- 
pointments which  we  at  present  hold.  The  time 
Giiefof       has  now  come  for  us  to  forfeit  these."     lie  was  sore 

Siibbai3Mii. 

at  heart  at  what  had  occurred.     It  is  reported  that 

Mariyappa   Mudali  communicated   the  defalcations 

regarding  cotton  to  M.  Cornet,  and  that  this  gentle- 

Aii.gMtion     man  summoned  Sinappaivan,  and  bade  him  confess 

^^^y','.^""        the  truth,  promising  at  the  same  time  to  arrange  the 

M^'cormt^    matter  ;  but  that  he  disowned  all  knowledo-e  of  the 

who  ® 

a"oSpro'.'    transaction.     It  appears  that  the  Governor  sent  for 

"^"'^'  M.   Cornet  yesterday,  and  angrily  asked  liim  why, 

when  there  was  a  supply  of  Surat  cotton  in   hand, 

M.cornct     \iq    nco'lected   to    make    inquiry     whether    it    wos 

said  to  have  o  i         ./ 

severely       uocessary  to  purchase  this  material  for  Avork  in  the 


repri- 


manded by    fort.     The  Governor,  it   is   said,  further  observed: 

(lOvcrnor, 

*'  ^Yhenever  I  inquire  into  affairs  here,  and  attempt 
to  rectify  any  short-comings  that  are  noticed  by  me, 
some  of  the  Europeans  unite,  and  charge  me  with 
being  harsh  and  unjust.  When  frauds  of  this  kind 
in  the  administration  of  the  business  of  the  Company 
are  brought  to  light,  how  can  I  wink  at  them  ?  The 
priests  of  the  church  of  8t.  Paul  are  thoroughly 
well  posted  in  every  rumour  that  is  current,  and 
have  knowledge  of  every  occurrence  in  the  place. 
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Although  the  govt rnment  is  in  my  hands,  I  get  no  Cnvr. 
such  information.  In  view  of  the  office  which  you 
hokl,  it  devolves  upon  you  to  make  inquiries  into 
such  matters.  Your  supervision  is  inefficient,  and 
things  have  drifted  into  chaos."  The  foregoing 
information  was  given  to  me  by  the  son  of  Fort 
Subbaiyan  who  said  that  M.  Cornet  had  communi- 
cated it  to  Naranaiyan,  the  son  of  Sinappaiyan  of 
the  Fort,  in  his  presence  and  that  of  others. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  wife  of  the  Gov-  mi. i).ii)ieix 

'^  asks  cloth 

ernor  summoned  all  the  cloth  merchants,  and  asked  J^hythdr' 
why  they  had  closed  their  bazaars  ;  whether  any-  closed. 
body  owed  any  money  to  them,  or   whether  she  had 
to    pay    anything ;    and   what    the   reason   for    the 
action  taken  by  them  was.     They  replied  :   *'  No  one  iiuy 

•^  »  i  explain. 

owes  us  anything.     This  being  the  day  of  Chittira- 
Paurnami,*  and  a  festival,  we  have  closed  our  shops." 
Madame  Dupleix  thereupon  said  :  "  In  future,  you 
should   not  sell  cloths  to  any  person  on  promise  of  she^i^es 
payment ;  not  even  to  one  in  my  service.     It  you  have  '''tai" 
ever  any  representations  to  make,  you  may  without  *""'^" 
hesitation  come  to  me."     She  then  bade  them  depart. 

Two  or  three   days  ago,  the  Governor  sent  for  t-ov.inor 
M.  de  Bausset,  and  said:  "  Why  are  you  resigning  M.deB'aus! 

m,  .      .  .1  8ut  oil 

your  appointment.     ihe])etition  received  wasanony-  ivsisning 

•'11  i  •'        aiipoint- 

mous,  and  it  was  a  young  boy  who  handed  it  to  a  ^^*^' 
servant  of  the  Deputy  Governor.     There  is  no  hurry 
as  regards  the  step  whicli  jou  propose  taking.     You 


*  Tlie  day  of  full  moon  in  the  first  niontli  of  the  Tamil  year. 
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can  wait  for  a  few  clajs."  M.  de  Bausset,  liowever, 
would  not  consent  to  do  this,  and  declined  to  serve 
any  longer.  Consequently,  M.  de  la  Selle  was  tbis 
day  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  Governor  sent  for  me  to-day,  and  asked  me 
whether  the  people  of  ^Madras  were  carrying  away 
their  property  to  places  outside  the  limits  of  that  town. 
I  replied  :  "In  the  month  of  Panguni  [March]  last, 
on  a  rumour  that  a  French  squadron  was  expected  to 
arrive  very  shortly,  tliey  set  about  moving  some,  but 
subsequently,  in  the  montli  of  Chittirai  [April],  a 
ship  which  left  England  last  year  arrived.  This  led 
them  to  infer  that  none  from  France  could  be  on 
the  way  to  India,  for  they  argued  that  if  any  were, 
this  one  would  not  have  reached  Madras.  The}' 
have  consequently  ceased  to  remove  their  goods." 
The  Governor,  being  tilled  with  wrath,  exclaimed 
sharply  :  "  They  will  tind,  ere  long,  that  our  ships 
are  coming."  He  then  bade  me  send  100  rupees 
for  the  expenses  of  the  shij)  at  Alambarai. 

The  foregoing  incidents  took  place  this  fore- 
noon. 

WeJnes'Jai/,  11th  Maij  17^6,  or  Id  Vaigdsl  of 
A/cshai/o.  — -The  sound  of  guns  fired  at  Fort  St.  David 
was  heard  this  morning,  and  the  following  new^s  was 
made  known  in  Pondicherv.  Commodore  Ba]'net, 
who  had  command  of  the  entire  English  fleet  sent 
out  for  warlike  operations,  fell  ill,  and  died  at  5  on 
the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  31st  of  Chittirai  [10th 
May].     There  was  incessant    firing  of  the  guns  of 
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the  fort  there  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  the  departed      chat. 

XVI. 

Commodore.      Not  only   those    on  land,    but    also      — 

those  of  the  ships,  were  continually  discharged.     At  Marks (M 

8  at   nif^ht  on  the  same  day,  his  body  was  interred,  f'^r^un 

From  half-past  (3  to  quarter  after  8,  the  guns,  both  ^"''^"''• 
ashore  and  afloat,  kept  up  a  continual  lire.     This  was 

repeated  next   morning.      Public  opinion  now  says  ^,'^jy,{j^„  ^^ 

that  the  tide  of  victory  will  henceforward  turn  in  loVtunei'oi 

"^  .       .  1-1  .  T  ri-('iic)i  and 

favour  of  the  French,  as  it  has  hitherto  flowed  on  i;nb'iisii. 
the  side  of  the  Euglish.     In   support  of  this   view 
the  follo>ving  occurrences  are  mentioned  :  the  death 
of  Commodore  Barnet,  the  wreck,  ten  days  ago,  of 
an  English  ship  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Coleroon,  and 
the  imprisonment  at  Devikottai  of  the  captain  and 
about  a  dozen  sailors,  who  landing  there,  offended 
the   people  by  slaughtering    cows,    and    ill-treated 
them.     These  misfortunes,  coming  one  after  another, 
are  said  to  point  to  a    decline  iu  the  luck  of  the 
Fnsrlisli.     So  also,  when  fortune  is  favourable  to  a  (^muu,\s 
nation,  we  hear  that  it  captured  a  ship  here,  and  a  "»^^'' ^^"'■''• 
ship  there ;   that  it  gained  a  victory  in  one  place, 
and  then  one  in  another.     AYhen  tlie  scale  turns  we 
hear,  so  they  say,  tliat  a  defeat  was  sustained  here, 
and  another  there ;   that  this  man  was  killed  at  one 
place,  and  that  man  at  another.     The  i)eople  of  both 
Madras  and  Pondi'jhery,  moreover,  see  in  the  fact 
of  the  English  having  withdrawn  the  charter  from 
their  Company,  a  sign  of  diminishing  prosperity. 
They  assert  that  the  Goddess  of  Fortune  has  departed  tio.id.sscs 
from  Madras  to  take  up  her  residence  at  Pondichery,  Mi8f„iimi.. 

said  to  )ia\e 
cliatiRed 
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and  that  tho  Gioddess  of  Misfortune  has  gone  in  her 
stead  from  here  to  dwell  at  Madras.  Preparations 
for  war  are  boiug  actively  made  at  Pondichery.  Two 
hundred  beds,  w^itli  mattresses,  pillows,  sheets,  and 
other  appurtenances,  are  now  being  provided  in 
addition  to  former  supplies.  The  Governor  has 
moreover  ordered  mattresses  and  sheets  for  the  use 
of  4,000  men.  Sheep,  bullocks,  and  fowds,  are  being 
collected  to  serve  for  food.  Firewood  is  also  being 
stored.  The  ramparts  facing  the  sea  have  been  re- 
paired,and  the  work  of  restoration  is  being  pushed  on 
with.  Further,  an  incessant  watch  is  maintained, 
both  day  and  night.  Seeing  all  these  preparations 
going  on,  people  say  that  the  French  ships  may  be 
expected  almost  directly.  They  pray  God  for  their 
immediate  arrival  as  a  means  of  cnsurinsr  their 
safety.  They  say  that  as  they  have  endured  reverses 
for  the  past  two  years,  they  may  look  for  a  change 
of  fortune  in  the  future.  The  public  voice  never 
lies.  hot  us  hope  that  God  will  protect  the  people. 
I  have  written  what  has  struck  me. 

Thiirsdafj,  12ih  May  171^6,  or  2 ml  Va'ujdd  of 
Akshaya. — This  morning,  I  went  to  the  house  of  the 
Governor.  Chiuna  Mudali,  and  Madananda  PaiKJit, 
were  interpreting  to  him  the  contents  of  a  letter 
sent  from  Arcot  by  Subbaiyan.  This  stated  that 
it  was  the  common  talk  that  the  carbuncle  which 
Xawjib  Anwar-ud-din  Khan  bad  on  his  back  was 
healing,  and  that  he  was  pronounced  out  of  danger ; 
that  Muhammad  'All  Khan,  the  son  of  Anw^ar-ud-din 
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Xhan,  had  marclied  to  Kaudanfir,   and  liad   foiiglit      Chap 

XVI. 


with  the  Mahratta  chief  Bapoji  Xajakkaii ;  that 
victory  rested  with  Muhammad  'All  Khan  and  the 
Nawabs  of  Kandanfir  and  Cuddapah  ;  that  Bapoji 
Xayakkan  had  fled,  and  had  encamped  five  miles 
from  the  field  of  battle  ;  that  three  elephants,  five  or 
six  camels,  and  ten  horses  were  captured  in  the  Mah- 
ratta camp;  and  that  Arcot  was  now  safe.  The 
letter  further  stated  that  the  Karveti  Raia  had  sent  m-^^ 

"  ll.ot 


1740. 


hat  th< 


me  a  horse,  a  sword,  and  a  dress  of  lionour.      The  h"-,^')!,^,, 

Governor,    I    was    told,    asked   them    whether    the  d'innst.  "" 
Karveti  RaiA  was   a  o-reat  man.     To    this  tliev  re- 

plied  that  he  was  considered  to  be  as  influential  a  r;oveinoi 

iiUiuii-es 

personage  as  Yachama  Xa3'akkan.*    The  Governor  is  |°,"'''""- 
reported  to  have  said  :  "  Evu  polagumuitt"  meaning 

thereby  "  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it."     I   gathered  Express.* 

these   particulars  from   Avhat  they  subsequently  said  'ion.' 
to  me. 

x'Vfter  thi?,ChinnaMudali,  pointing  to  ^falaiyappa  oinnna 

Mudali,  told  me  that  he  had  heard  that  this  man  had  t^n^'iiaiist 

'  of  roi")i-t 

been  writing  for  tlie   last  two  or   three  days,  with  SllTn,a 
closed   doors,   petitions  or   something  else   against 
him.     "  Xow,"  he  said,  "  what  is  he  going  to  write  ? 
What  more  can  he  have  to  write,  than  that  the  deci- 
sion in  their  case  has  been  unjust  r     In  this  he  is 


*  Tliis  was  tlio  L'aja  of  Vonkatagiii.  Karveti  was  tlio  picsciit  Kiii- 
vi'tinaprai-  Zemindfiii. 

t  This  is  the  exact  trans^liieiatioii  of  rlic  'luiiiil  sentence.  All  atleiu])l8 
to  disentangle  it  havft  failed.  It  seems  probable  that  it  is  .a  corni])tion 
of  some  slanpf  French  expression;  the  first  word  being  iV  rows.  The 
rendering  of  it  is  Ranga  Pillai's. 


24  Jnakda  raxga  pillm-s  diary. 


Chap,     aided  ))\'  no  otlie]\s  thnu  MM.  Dulanrcus,  Miran,  and 

XVI.  ,  . 

—       Lo  Mairo."    I  replied  :  "Are  thov  unacquainted  witli 

jiisioi,i'y.  custom  r  Surely,  they  will  not  advocate  liis  cause. 
It  would  1)0  mere  madness  if  tliey  move  further 
in  the  matter.  A  decision  once  arrived  at  stands 
for  ever.     A  corpse  is  a  corpse,  and  Avill  not  revive. 

urses         Xow,  take  immediate  measures  to  adoijt  an  heir." 

Mudaiim      ]j^3    replied    that    a    Jiitch    retardms:    its   proo-ress. 

he'iT""  had  occurred  in  the  matter.  On  my  inquiring  what 
it  was  he  said:   "You  know  that  we  adopted  the 

<onv^isa-     child  of  Tiruclielvarayan,  three  days  after  its  birth. 

tioaontliis 

sat,j>,t.  Xow  mv  sister  will  not  consent  that  that  child  and 
my  nephew  Dhairyanadhan  shoidd  both  he  adopted. 
Hence  the  difficulty.  What  do  you  adviser"  I 
asked  him  what  his  own  intentions  were.  He 
replied     ...  * 

Tue.^dai/,  17 fh  Ma>j  17^6,   or  7th  Vau/ml  of  Ak- 

sJia?/a.- Six.  days  ago,  the  Karveti  Raja  of  Bomma- 

raja  palaiyam  sent  me  the  following  presents,  viz. ; 

List  of -in-,   an  Arab  horse,  an  embroidered  silk  cloth,  a  Guzerati 

immt\w.       sash,  a  silk  turban,  a  shawl,   and   a  dao;o-er   inlaid 

Karveti  ~^' 

^^^'  with  o-old.     These  were  brousfht  bv  the   Brahman 

Aiyal)irrdaiyan,  Sriuivasa  Chari  the  son-in-law  of 
my  priest  who  had  given  his  daughter  to  him  in 
marriage,  four  temple  priests  of  Tirupati  wlio  had 
brousrht  with  them  some  sacred  offerino;s  from  the 
shrine  of  the  god  Yenkat^swara  Swjimi,  and  two  or 
three   other  persons ;    all   of  whom  had  taken    up 


•  Blank  in  the  original. 
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their  abode  in  the  Brahman  street  at  my  villao^e      Chap. 

XVI. 

Tiruv^ngadapuram.     I  detained  them  there  a  day  or       - — ' 
two  in  view — ^with  the  permission  of  the  Governor —  Diarist  ^n. 

templates 

of  conductino;  them  into  the  town  in  re2:a]  fashion,  't!^?,!,-^,. 
I  watched  for  an  opportunity  to  speak  to  him  on  the  toglvo^'""' 

^  ^  ''  ^  these  fittingr 

subject  ;    but  he  was  in  a  melancholy  mood,  and  I'^'^^'ption. 

looked  much  depressed.     It  may  be  asked  how   I 

have  guessed  this.     Any  one  looking  at  him  will 

find  anxiety   depicted   in    his    usually    bright  face. 

He  talks  peevishly, and  is  easily  irritated.    Moreover,  observing 

there  is  a  o^eneral  report  in  the  town  which  lends  'lespondent 

"  ^  mood  defers 

support  to  my  view.     I  therefore  considered  that  '''^s^'"^- 
this  was  not  a  suitable  occasion  for  broachins"  the 
subject.     I  then,  in  company  with  Kandal  Guruvappa 
Chetti,   Wandiwash    Tiruv^no^ada    Pillai,    Arivappa  Proceeds 

■■  ^      ■  ■•  J     ri         with  others 

Mudali,   and   a  few    others  — about  ten   persons   in  %^Z^^ 
all — set  oat ;  some  of  us  on  horseback,  and  others  in  presents 

waitinir. 

palanquins.  Appavu  *  and  other  children  accom- 
panied us.  AYe  reached  my  village  at  about  an 
Indian  hour  before  sunset.  I  made  my  obeisance  to 
the  priest,  and  we  all  sat  down.  Around  him  were 
grouped  the  Brahman  who  had  with  him  the  gifts 
sent  by  IS'arasinga  R^j^  of  Karv^ti,  the  peons 
attending  on  him,  and  the  persons  who  had  brought 
the  sacred  offerings.  As  soon  as  we  had  taken  our 
seats,  they  addressed  me  as  follows  : — 

"The  Rdja  speaks  of  you  in  highly  compliment-  interview 
ary  terms.     He  is  anxious  to  secure  your  friendship,  '^'^^*»e»"s- 


*  Son  of  Tiruyengada  Fillai,  the  younger  brother  of  the  diarist. 
4  VOL.    I  J. 
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and  constantly  expres-ses  the  \varraest  attachment 
to  you.  Day  and  night  he  longs  to  see  you,  and 
for  this  purpose  he  proposes  going  on  a  pilgrimage 
to  Ram^svaram,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  pay  his 
respects  to  you  on  the  ^va3^  He  would  much  like 
that  you  should  make  a  journey  to  the  shrine  at 
Tirupati,  so  that  you  could  visit  him  there." 

They  spoke  at  some  length  in  this  style,  saymg 
that  they  did  so  at  the  bidding  of  the  R^jci.  I  then 
replied  to  them  in  fourfold  more  flowery  language, 
expressing  my  regard  and  affection  for  him.  After 
this  I  was  first  presented  with  the  sacred  offerings 
from  Srinivfisa  iSwami,  and  then  with  the  four  articles 
comprising  the  dress  of  honour,  and  the  large 
dagger  sent  by  the  Raja.  Ai34biralaiyan,  and  Srini- 
vSsa  Chari  the  son-in-law  of  my  priest,  then  said, 
in  courteous  terms  :  "  There  is  also  a  horse  in 
the  street  for  presentation  to  you.  Be  pleased 
to  accept  it."  They  added :  "  These  four  or  five 
gifts  were  made  to  the  Raja  by  the  Nizam  about 
four  or  five  months  ago.  The  moment  he  received 
them,  he  determined  that  they  should  be  forwarded 
to  you.  He  has  accordingly'  sent  them."  I  replied 
in  equally  polite  terms  that  God  having  willed  that 
1  should  receive  these  presents,  it  appeared  to  me 
that  my  fortunate  time  had  come.  We  exchanged 
civilities  in  this  style  for  about  half  an  Indian  hour, 
and  I  then  took  leave  of  them.  I  supped  at  my 
village  that  night,  and  spent  it  merrily.  On  the 
following  day,  at  about   four   Indian   hours  before 
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sunrise,  the  Brahmans,  the  others  who  came  from  the     cu.u\ 

XVI. 

Raja,  tiiid  I,  set  out  for  Poudichery,  and  reached  my      — 
house  at  about  fifteen  minutes  after  sunrise,  when  Keiums' 

liorne 

the  rising  sign  of  the  zodiac  was  Taurus.     We  went  ^e"^\"|gi.s 
upstairs,  where  we  all  sat  down.     Betel  and  nut  were  "'     "^' 
distributed  to  us  there,  after   which   the   men  sent 
by  the  Raja  repaired  to  my  indigo  storehouse,  where 
accommodation  was  provided  for  them.     After  fur-  whumh? 

•    1   •  n  -11  T  T  ontertaius 

nislnny  them  with  the  necessary  supplies,  i  ate  some  "^^is 

o  J         rl  '  guests. 

cold  rice,  proceeded  to  the  Governor's  house,  and 
saluted  him.     I    saw,    from    his    face,  that  he   was  )>"^ 

'  '  Governor 

not  in  his   usual  spirits.     On  this  I  withdi'ew,  and  hlmlniow 

spirits 

meeting  Tanappa  Mudali,  entered  into  talk  with  him  'etiies- 
on  general  topics.     In  the  course  of  our  conversation 
he  said  :  "  I  forwarded  the  key  of  my  storehouse  to  'i>"appa 
the  widow  of  Kanakaraya  Mudali,  but  she  declined  him™" 

Oil  '  1  1  -n  1  •  1        <'oiuhict  of 

to  receive  it.     ohe  states  that  she  will  take  it  only  wiiio\yo[ 

J     Kanaka- 

wheii  sent  by  the  Governor  himself.     It  is  reported  M?xdaii. 
that  she  and  her  friends  are  preparing  some  petition, 
and    that    they    intend   appealing   to  the   Council, 
allegmg  that  the  measures  adopted  with  regard  to 
the  estate   of  her  husband   were  carried  out  under 
compulsion  from  the   Governor."       I   replied  :    **  I  An.iof 
also   heard  a  similar  rumour :    her   statement  that  I^Si^o 
she  would  receive  the  key   only  when  sent  by  the 
Governor,  and  not  otherwise,  goes  to   confirm  the 
suspicion  that  they  are  bent  upon  memorialising." 
As  Tanappa  Mudali  shui'ed  my  opinion  he  requested  tiu.v asrec 


me  to  go   with  him  to   the   (ilovernor  to  report  the 
matter.     I  told     liim    tliat   this   was   not   a  suitable 


to  infonu 
Governor, 
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Chap,      time,  and  observed  that  we  mip'ht  see  to  it  in  the 
XVI.  .  ° 

—      evening. 

Madame  This  ovenino'   Madame  Dupleix  sent  for  me,  and 

Dupleix  .  . 

dirils/.*"^  said :  "  In  connection  with  the  transaction  with 
Madame  Cordier,  you  gave  me  1,250  rupees,  together 
with  interest  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent.  Can  I 
not  get  more  than  that  ?  "  I  answered  :  "  Had  this 
been  possible,  would  1  not  already  have  sent  the 
money?"  She  replied  :  "Very  well."  After  a  brief 
interval  she  said  :   "1  am  prepared  to  make  a  loan. 


Conver- 
sation 

ensued.  Do  you  require  it  on  interest?"  J  thanked  her,  and 
added  :  "  Madame,  I  have  no  need  for  money  just 
now." 

Tanappa  Mudali  then  came  to  me,  and  said  : 
"  The  Governor  has  arrived.  Let  us  tell  him 
now."  1  replied :  "So  be  it."  We  accordingly  went 
towards  him ;  he  was  smoking.  As  soon  as  he 
saw  us  he  rose  to  his  feet,  approached  us,  and  ex- 

MmlaHand   tjl^imed  :  "What  is  the  matter  Monsieur  Rangappa." 


diarist 


inform         I  roplif^d:   "  Kanakarava  Mudali's  widow  has  refused 

Governor  ■'■         _  ^ 

of  K^ka*;    to  receive   the  key  of  the  house  assigned  for  her 
Mudaiis      use.     She  says  that  she  will  take  it  only  when  sent 

widow.  ''  "^ 

by  you."      He  then    summoned    tlie   mace-bearer. 
He  gives      and  addrossing   me   said  :    "  Hand  over  the  key  to 

certain  '' 

orders.  |^|-^jg  mau,  aud  tell  him  that  I  have  bidden  him 
deliver  it  to  Pedro's  wife."  I  accordingly  gave  the 
mace- bearer  the  necessary  instructions,  and  in  the 

Tanapii-i       p^osence  of  the  Governor  placed  the  key  in  his  hands. 

suggests       Tanappa  Mudali  then  suggested  to  me  that  I  should 

mentioning 

a"™eai  °^     commuuicate   the   rumour    regarding    the  widow's 


QO  i'ERKOR  INFOaUED  OF  PROPOSED  APPEAL.  29 


appeal,  and  the  further  steps  which  she  proposed  to      chap. 

XVI 

take.     1  told  him  to  do  so  himself.     The  Governor      ' 

1746. 
lliis. 


on  this  asked  us  twice  or  thrice  what  the  matter  of  Thoydo 

which  we  were  talking  was.     Tanappa  Mudali  there 

upon  said:    "  Kanakarava  Aludali's  widow  and  her 

brothtTS  propose  to  prefer  an  appeal  to  the  Council, 

alleging  that  the  existing  decision  as  to  the  suit  was 

the  result  of  coercion  on  your  part."     The  Governor 

turning  to  me,  exclaimed  :  "  Is  this  true  ?  "  1  replied: 

"  Lazar  has  desired  me  to  inform  you  that  they  con-  conversa- 
tion ou  the 

templa.te  doing  this.  I  have  also  received  a  hint  to  subject. 
the  same  effect  from  one  or  two  persons."  He  then 
remarked  :  "  Are  not  the  parties  on  amicable  terms 
now?"  I  answered:  "  Tf  they  were,  what  would 
be  the  need  for  litigation,  and  why  do  they  require 
that  the  key  should     .     .     .  * 


*   Blank  in  the  original. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

FR031  MAY  'JiO'J'^i,  17Ii6,   TO  JUNE  ll'rn^   77^6-. 

Armed  force  starts  for  Karikal  — Final  destination  not  known — Keported 
coalition  of  English  and  Tanjoreans  against  French — Agreement  by 
diarist  touching  payment  of  debts  to  Governor— Reinforcement  starts 

for  Kaiikal — Death  of  Balaiya  Swaiuiyar— Remarks  regarding  him 

Return  of  family  from  Chingleput — Letter  from  Chinnavanda  Chetti — 
Account  therein  (>f  pearl  fishery  and  of  jn-ofits  of  merchants  — Intimates 
also  that  Arunachala  Mudali  and  others  were  cooducteil  as  jjrisoners  to 
Tanjore,  and  uumtions  preparations  for  defence  at  Megapatani — Letter 
to  Governo)-    from     Muhammad    Kamal  — Former    questions     diarist 
regarding    a    certain    suit — Uiarist     replies-  And    objects    to   inter- 
ference   bv    Muhammad    Kamal — Governor    directs   that   no   reply  be 
sent — Diarist  intercedes  for  Karikal  Tiruvengadam- -Governor,  after 
some  discussion,  consents   to   restore  him — Tiruvengadam    released — 
Goveinor  receives   petition  from  one  Pilla  Chetti — Inquires  into  it — 
Sends  for  petitioner  and  others — Petition   read — Accuses  Arunachala 
Clietti  and  Governor's  accountant  of  extortion — Diarist  goes  to  Gover- 
nor's house,  but  finding  him  engaged,  returns — Hears  of  receipt  of 
gazette  and  despatch  from  France — Defers  interview  with  Governor — 
On    following  day    visits    Governor — Conversation  regai-ding   release 
of   Arunachalam — Governor  directs   diarist   to  pay  to    his   accountant 
amount  due— He  does  so— Again  waits   on  Governor— Finding   him 
much  depressed,  retires  without  mentioning  errand — Doings  of  King 
of  France  as  told  in  the  gazette — Complaint  of  French  Company  against 
English — Ultimatum  sent  to  Dutch  by  King  of  France — Fleet  of   ships 
on  way  from  France  —Circumstances  occurring  to   diarist  as  reasons 
for    Governor's  despondency — Attends    a    marriage — Accompanies   a 
friend  on  an  errand — Goes  to  residence  of  Governor — Who  calls  him 
up  and  gives  him  account  of  various  matters  of  much  interest  regarding 
affairs  in  Europe  contained  in  gazette — Remarks   touching   English — 
Governor  explains  constitutional    history  of    England — Conversation 
regarding  this — Diarist   inquires  when    ships  exijected— Governor  in- 
forms him — Diarist  again  moots  release  of  T.  Arunachalam^ — Governor 
demurs — But  finally  consents,  as   a  personal  favour — Report  made  to 
Governor   as    to    condition    of   imprisoned   family   of    an    absconding 
Pathan — Orders  their  release — Desires  diarist  to  purchase  horse  of  the 
Pathan  for  him — -Letters  and  despatch  from  Fj'ance—  Governor  incjuires 
of   diarist    why   there    arc   no    transactions  in     urecanuts — Prohibits 
imports  of  goods  from  British  territory — Exodus  of  people  to  Villiya- 
nallur  festival — Further  speculations  of  diarist  as  to  cause  of  dejec- 
tion   of  Governor -Accident  at  festival   of  local  god  —Regarded    as 


&"- 


portent    of    evil — Marriages    of    daughters    of    Seshachala   Chetti- 
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Governor,  wife,  and  others,  attend — Presents  to  M.  and  Me.  Dupleix —  Chap. 
SSshaohala  Chetti  visits  diarist— Seeks  his  influence  in  obtaining  XVII. 
certain  honours  during  marriage  ceremonies — Conversation  on  the 
subject — They  repair  to  the  Governor— State  what  Seshachala  Chetti 
desires— Governor  refuses- -Arrangements  as  regards  gifts  to  be  made 
by  Governor  to  the  brides  and  Ijridegrooms — Delay  arises  fiom 
difticulty  in  procuring  broad-ch)th  for  jn-esentation — Bridal  party 
pays  its  respects  to  Governor  and  wife — Receives  presents  and  exjjres- 
sion  of  good  mshes,  and  retires. 

Fridati,20th   May  17^6,  or  10th   Vaiqdsi  of  Ak-  -v.med 

•J  ^  ,1  '  lovee  starts 

,^/ir7,^rt.— The  following  took  place  to-day.  At  4  '"■Kanka]. 
in  the  morning,  1 00  sailors  who  hnd  belonged  to  the 
French  ship  which  was  captured  bj  the  English, 
fifty  soldiers,  and  fifty  Malie  sepoys,  marched  for 
Karikal  by  land,  under  the  command  of  five  officers 
mounted  on  horses.  The  men  were  well  pro- 
vided with  powder,  ball,  grenades,  and  all  other 
munitions  of  war.  The  object  of  this  expedition 
has  not  been  revealed ;  but  from  attendant  cir- 
cumstances, it  may  be  coniectured  that  the  destina-  i>t'stmat'on 

*'  »•  conj  ac- 

tion of  it  isTanjore.     Intelligence  has  been  received  Tanjo!".^"' 

that  the  English  have  written  to  the  Raja  of 
Tan j ore  to  give  battle  by  land, — they  themselves 
undertaking  to  attack  from  the  sea — ,  that  they 
have  agreed  to  bear  all  the  expenses  of  the  Raia's  R.-portrd 

•'  co.'ilition 

troops,    and   that    they    are   marching  to    Tunjorc.  ^nrt""''*"'' 
This  conjecture  is  strengthened  b}'  the  report  made  Snsr""' 

French. 

by  the  people  who  came  from  C'uddalore,  which  is 
to  the  same  effect.  The  truth  will  be  known  as 
matters  progress. 

This    morning,    the   Governor  asked    me     why  AKmnunt 

•^     by  diarist 

I   had  not  paid  the  money  due  to  him.     I   replied  Symentof 
that    I    would,   at    the  end    of    Ani  [beginnino-    of  <'^ovi'in'!,r. 


Ckap. 
XVII. 
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July],  give  5,000  pagodas,  and  having  entered  into 


/"T       an  oral  ag-reement  with    him  to  that  effect,   came 

174G.  " 

away. 

Reinforc.'-  Sijifurdaf/,    21st    May    17k-6,    or  11  fh  Vaindsi    of 

ment  starts  '  '  ,/  '  j  .' 

forKmikai.  j^/^.,^./;,j^^;__ Nothing   noteworthy  took   place  to-day 

before  the  Grovernor  at  the  fort.     M.  Diiquesne,  and 

ten  sepoys  armed  with  muskets,  started  for  Karikal. 

This    afternoon  at  about  2,  Balaiya  Swamiy^r, 

filfaiya^      the   chiof   of   the    matt*    of    Boramaiya    palaiyara, 

wamiyai.    ^^^^^g^  ^l^^^^,   world  for  Kailasa.f     He  was  installed 

in  the  year  Subhakritu  [172>^J,  and  served  twenty- 
four  and  odd  years.     During  his  tenure  of  office,  all 
Results  of     the  subordinate  ascetics  were  like  so  many  Balaiya 

his  tenure  •'  •/ 

of  office.  Swamies,  each  being  an  independent  governor.  They 
have  ruined  the  institution,  and  brought  discredit 
on  it.  What  the  character  of  his  successor  vvill  be 
is    not    known.     The    disposition    of   the  deceased 

His  nature,  ^^ras  riioro  that  of  a  cow  than  a  human  being.  Such 
was  the  will  of  God. 

Return  of  This   evening^  at  half-past  6,   Mano^aitayi  t   and 

family  from  °  r  '  o  J      . 

chinKieput.  j^^^,     daughters    Papal,    Ponnachi,    and     Xannachi, 

returned  from  Chingleput. 
h-om'  Smdaii,  22nd Man  ^'^^^^  ('''  ^^^^    Vaigdsi  of  Ak- 

Taada'*  shdija. — A  letter  written  on  palmyra  leaf  sent  by 
Chinnavanda  Ghetti  from  Negapatam,  conveyed  the 
following  news.  At  Negapatam,  a  notice  had  been 
published  that  the  pearl  fishery  would  be  comtnenced 


*  A  kind  of  monastery  where  a  celibate  priest  lives  with  his  disciplea. 
f  The  abode  of  Siva.  +  The  wife  of  Ranga  Pilla,i. 


PROFITS  FROM  THE  PEARL  FISHERY. 


I 


this  season,  and  continue  for  three  years  ;  that  it 
would  not  be  farmed  out,  but  that  the  Government 


Chap. 
XVII. 


1746. 


itself  would  conrluot  the  sale  of  the  oysters  fished  fherelS^cf 


1 


up ;  and  that  it    would   be  open  to  every  one  to  fishery. 

bid  for  them.     The  profits  from  the  fishery  this  year 

were  enormous.     The  value  of  the  pearls  obtained 

up  to  the  present  by  the  divers   has   been  a  lakh 

of  pagodas.     The  merchants  who  purchased  the  oys-  Audyroats 

ters,  and  sold  the  pearls  taken  out  of  them,  obtained  i^ierchants. 

a  return  of  a  hundred-fold.     If  they  had  waited  for 

a  month  or  two,  and  sold  the  pearls  in  the  northern 

and   western   countries,   they   might   have    cleared 

two  and-a-half  or  three  times  the  amount  of  their 

otitlav-     The  letter  further  stated  that  Arunachala  intimates 

also  that 

Mudali  the  younger   brother  of   Kalla  Mudali,  as  j/XI^S 
well  as  the  son  of  Kalla  Mudali,  and  Chokkanadha  conducted 

as  prisoners 

Mudali  the  son  of  Muttu  Mudali,  together  with  the  ^oTanjore. 
elder  brother  of  the   latter,  had   been  conducted  as 
prisoners  to  Tanjore  where  they  had  been   fettered, 
and  severely  beaten,  and  that  for  the  last  ten  days, 
preparations  for  defence  were  being  made  in  the  fort  f^^'v^p- 
at  Negapatam,  guns  were  being   mounted  on  the  Negapatam. 
walls,   the  garrison  was    being    strengthened,  and 
military  stores  were  being  laid  in.    Like  tidings  were 
also  brouoht  by  many  travellers.     The  merchants  too 
say  that  they  have  received  written  communications 
to  this  effect.     I  have  briefly  recorded  ^v^hat  I  have 
heard  on  the  subject. 

Friday,   27th  Maij  17^6,  or  17th  Vaigdsi  of  Ak^ 
nhaya. — At  9  this  morning,  T  went  to  the  Governor's 

5  VOL.  I  I  . 
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Chap,  house.      Chiiiiia   Muclali,    aud   Madananda    Pandit, 

^ — *  were  interpretinsr  to  him  a  letter  which  the  latter 

Letter  from  had  received  from  Muhammad  Kamal.     As  soon  as 

3[uli;tminail 

Kamtiito  they  had   finished  doino-   this,    the    Governor  sent 

GoTernor.  J  &  ' 

wiioques-  for  me,  and  when  I  entered  his  presence,  he  asked 

tioMs  diarist. 


regal^dmK     whv    Muliammad    Kamiil    had    written    to  him    to 

acerlaiu  •' 

*""■  expedite   the   delivery  of  judgment  in  Suga  Sing's 

suit.     I  replied  :    "  The  case  has  now  been  decided. 

He  replies.  The  arbitrators  have  signed  their  names.  I  will 
bring  it  up  when  you  have  leisure.  But  why  should 
this  man  write  about  the   matter  ?     Are  we  bound 

And  objects  to  make  obeisance  to    him?     He,    and    those    like 

to  interfer- 

vfuilJSmad  him,  evidently  think  that  a  letter  from  them  will 
be  obeyed  by  us  with  trembling.  For  a  bribe  of  ten 
rupees,  these  people  will  dash  off  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation. If  we  answer  their  communications,  it 
will  encourage  them  to  flood  us  with  more  such  in 
connection,  with  all  the  suits  dealt  with  in  this  town, 
and  we  shall  hardly  have  time  to  transact  any  other 
business."  'i'he  Governor  agreed  with  me,  and 
asked  who  this  person  was.  I  replied  that  he  was 
the  son  of  the  Nawab,  by  a  concubine,  and  that 
lurecte  that  ^.o  Hvcd  in  a  slum  in  Mylapore.  He  ordered  Chinna 
sent,  Mudali  and   Madananda  Pandit  not  to  answer  the 

letter ;  and  when  they  had  departed,  he  asked  me 
whether  the  matter  in  which  Arunachalam  was 
concerned  had  been  disposed  of.  I  said  that  the 
money  was  being  realized.  I  next  entreated  him, 
most  earnestly,  to  give  a  favorable  reply  in  Karikal 
Tiruveno^adam's  case.     He  said  that  as  this  man  had 
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taken  upon  himself  to  swear  to  the  falsehood  of  the      Chap. 

XVII 

bond  given  by  the  wife  of  Kastiiri  Rangaiyan,  he  was       ' 

Tz-ifi 

no  longer  fit  to  hold  a  post  under  the  Company.     Tie  Diarist 

-      interred  es 

spoke  of  him  in  very  angry  terms  indeed  ;  as  though  l^}[,^'''^^^ 

he  was  smarting  under  the  deceptions  practised  upon  ^'"f^"''""'- 

him    by   Tiruvengadam.      To   all   his   objections    I 

returned  suitable  explanations,  and  by  the  promise 

of  a  present  I  succeeded  in  appeasing  his  wrath,  and 

in  inducing  him  to  consent   to  allow  the  man   to  .^w'some 

-fTT-    1  T     J       Tvr     1  discussion 

resume  his   appointment.     With  regard  to  Maaame  consents tc 

•■  ^  ^  restore  him 

Febvrier's  petition  as  to  the  disposal  of  a  quantity 
of  paddy,  I  suggested  his  writing  to  M.  Paradis  for 
information.     After  this,   I  effected  the  release  of  Tim- 

'  venga<iam 

Tiruvengadam  from  custody,   and   had  everything  "i^'^'^''- 
amicably  arranged. 

To-day,    the    Governor     wrote   a    letter    to    M. 
Paradis. 

Sundaij,    29th   May    171^6,    or    19tU     Vaigdsi    of  ,^^^^f™«^ 
AhhmiQ. — This     morning,  on    his    way     from    the  llom'"^ 

•'  ^  -^  .        Pilla 

church,  where  he  had  attended  service,  M.  Dupleix  f-'^e^*'- 
received  a  petition  from  Pilla,  Chetti,  the  younger 
brother  of  Y^layuda  Chetti  of  Lalap^ttai,  who  was 
then  under  detention  in  the  house  of  the  chief  of 
the  peons  for  a  debt  of  Rs.  1,000  due  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, in  connection  with  some  goods  which  he  had 
purchased.  After  he  had  read  the  paper,  he  sum- 
moned Ranga  Pillai  to  his  house,  and  asked  him  who  ?^f'J,"i7' 
Pilla  Chetti  was.  He  replied  that  he  was  a  merchant 
of  Lalap^ttai,  and  that  he  was  in  confinement  for 
some  arrears  due  by  him,  which  he  explained.     The 
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Chap.      Governor  then  directed  that  he,  as  also  the  petty- 

XVII  . 

— "     bazaar  merchants,  should  be  broiiofht  before   him. 
Sends  for      Thoj  wero  accordingly  produced.     He  then  sent  his 

fljarist, 

Lazar,         mace-bearer  to  call  me.     i  was  at  my  arecanut  store- 

Ai-anachala  «/ 

othtrs."'^"^    house,  and  at  once  repaired  to  him .    He  instructed  me 

to  send  for  Lazar.     When  he  arrived,  the  Governor 

called  in  Pill^  Chetti,  Arunachala  Chetti,  and  all  the 

Sin"       petty-bazaarmen.     He  then  caused  the  petition  to 

compkin°^   be  read  out,  and   had   the   contents  of  it  explained 

to  them.      It  set  forth  that  Arunachala  Chetti  and 

Accountant  Ranga  Pillai  had  compelled  the  petitioner, 

Aru^haia  ^^  take  their  goods,  on  the  pretence  that  they  were 

GoTemTr'l    thosc  of  the   Govomor,  that   he    had  asked  them 

aucountant 

ofertortion.  whether  a  man  who  had  come  to  protect  them,  and 
to  dispense  even-handed  justice,  would  resort  to  such 
an  oppressive  measure,  that  they  thereupon  kept 
him  out  in  the  sun,  forcibly  took  the  goods  back  to 
their  own  houses,  and  sold  them  at  three-quarters 
of  the  cost  price,  that  to  meet  the  loss  thus  occa- 
sioned he  was  obliged  to  dispose  not  only  of  his  own 
goods,  but  also  his  other  private  property ;  that 
the  total  amount  thus  realized  being  insufficient,  he 
was  detained  in  custody,  that  he  was  an  invalid  and 
had  owing  to  a  paralytic  stroke  lost  the  power  of 
speech,  that  he  would  die  if  left  in  prison,  that, 
exclusive  of  brokerage,  he  had  paid  the  two  accused 
a  bribe  of   1,600  rupees,  that  there  were  witnesses 


* 


Blank  in  orij^inal. 
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Mondaij,  30th    May    17 U6,    or    SOfh     Vair/dsl    of     Chap. 
Akfiliaya. — This  evening  at  about  8,  with  the  object 


of  procurino;  the   release  of  Tadi  Arunachalam,   I  Diarist ^roes 

^  ^  ■  ■  toGover- 

wentto  the  house  of  the  Governor.     I  was  informed  b°t*fl\'Xig 
that  he  was  playins^  cards,  and  consequently  betook  engaged 

•^  1  ./  returns. 

myself  to  the  arecanut  storehouse,  on  the  pial  of 
Avhich  I  sat  down.  I  then  saw  two  peons_ carrying 
letters  from  Surat  to  the    Governor.     Appu    soon  Hears  of 

-■■  ^  receipt  of 

after  informed  me  that  a  gazette  and  despatch  from  desS't-h"'^ 
France  had  been  received,  and  that  the  gazette  was  France, 
being   read.     1    returned   home    pleased    with    the 
thought   that   there   was    a  chance  of  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  and 
deferred  to  the  morrow  speaking  to  the  Governor  on  Defers  to 
behalf  of  Tadi  Arunachalara.     1  shall  record  what  interview 

witli 

the  contents   of  the    letters  from    Surat  are,   after  ^^"^"■^°'- 
having  made  inquiries  regarding  them. 

Tuesdai/,   31st    May  17 If  6,  or    21st  Vaigdsi  nj  Ak-  onfoiiow. 

J  X  •Till-  •  •■  i"S  day 

simya. — i  repaired  early  this  morning  at  half-past  6  ^?^**^j.^  ,. 
to  the  Governor's  residence  with  the  view  of,  before 
he  dressed  and  went  out,  seeing  him  concei-ning  the 
matter  of  Tadi  Arunachalara  whose  release  I  was 
hoping  to  procure  by  paying  the  Governor  1,000 
pagodas.  I  inquired  of  the  accountant,  Ranga  Pillai, 
whether  the  whole  sum  of  Rs.  3,200  had  been  paid 
up,  and  whether  T  could  report  to  that  effect.  He 
replied  :  "  You  may.  The  amount  has  been  received  conver- 
in  full.     His  release  should  be  effected  at  once  "     I  'vSihk 

release  of 

then  approached  and  saluted  the  Governor,  who  was  ciS".. 
smoking,  and  at  the  same  time  reading  the  gazette 
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from  France.  He  af^^ked  what,  had  brouo-ht  me 
there.  T  replied  :  "  The  money  due  hv  Ariinachalam 
is  ready  for  payment.  May  I  bring  it  ?  "  He  said  : 
"  In  rupees  ?  "  L  rejoined  :  *'  In  fanams.  We  have 
the  equivalent  of  3/200  rupees  in  fanams — a  rupee 
being  reckoned  as  equal  to  eight  fanams."  He  an- 
swered :  "  Then  lodge  the  amount  with  my  account- 
ant." I  said  that  I  would,  and  requested  him  to 
set  Arundchalam  free.  He  replied  :"  AVait.  Orders 
will  be  issued.  Deposit  the  amount  with  Eanga 
Pillai."  I  accordingly  returned  to  the  accountant 
and  told  him  that  the  Governor  had  desired  me  to 
pay  the  amount  to  him  ;  and  as  this  was  with  him 
already,  I  requested  him  to  communicate  the  receipt 
of  3,200  rupees,  in  fanams,  to  the  Grovernor.  In  the 
meanwhile — this  being  a  festival  day — the  Governor 
dressed  and  set  out  for  the  church,  to  attend  service 
there.  Not  being  able  to  make  the  report,  we  two 
merely  made  our  obeisances  to  him.  He  then  got 
into  a  palanquin      ...  * 

Wednesday/,  Id  June  17Ii6,  or  2Sn<l  Valgdsi  of 
Akshaija. — This  morning  I  waited  on  the  Governor. 
The  sum  of  1,000  pagodas,  paid  on  behalf  of  Tadi 
Arun^chalam,  was  remitted  yesterday  to  the  Deputy 
Governor  M.  Leg^ou.  I  was  therefore  anxious  to 
move  the  Governor  to  set  him  at  liberty.  But  when 
I  visited  him,  I  found  that  he  was  in  extremely 
low    spirits,    which    made     me,  too,   sad.     Judgino- 


*  Blank  in  the  original. 
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therefore  that  it  was   not  a  fitting  time  for   me  to      Chap- 
broacli  the  subject,  I  retired  to  my  arecanut  store-       -— 
house.    What  could  have  been  the  cause  of  his  marked  ,f^,t  tofj^jr 
depression  ?     According  to  the  gazette,  the  King  of  retires. 
France  has  placed  a  new  sovereign  on  the  throne  of  }^^"^^,.<" 
England,  and  the  old  one  is  about  to  flee  the  country.  toid°in  the 

®  jrazette. 

He,  moreover,  has  subdued  all  the  dominions  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  with  the  exception  of  the  capital, 
and  is  consequently  in  high  spirits.  The  French 
Company  represented  to  the  King  that  the  English  compiaiut 
Company,  although  it  had  entered  into  an  agreement  SS"^ 
that  there  should  be  no  hostilities  in  India  between 
the  English  and  French,  had  nevertheless  sent  out 
some  men  of  war,  and  captured  the  French  ships 
from  China  and  Manilla,  had  in  other  ways  caused 
numerous  losses  to  the  French  Company,  and  had 
thereby  brought  discredit  on  the  French  nation. 
The    King,    greatly  enraged  at   this,    addressed    a  Despatch 

from  Kinf.' 

despatch  to  the  following  etiect  to  the  States  of  n.jDutch"' 
Holland,  calling,  at  the  same  time,  upon  the  Dutch  meuT."" 
ambassador  to  write  to  his  master  a  similar 
message  :  "  When  war  was  declared  between  the 
English  and  us,  we  informed  you  that,  in  view  of  your 
intimate  connection  with  the  former,  you  might  be 
prepared  for  hostilities  with  us.  You  then  asserted 
that  you  would  not  favour  them.  On  this  we  invited 
you  to  take  our  side,  and  fight  against  the  English ; 
but  you  declared  that  you  would  be  neutral.  We 
then  asked  you  whet  her  you  were  not  at  heart  friendly 
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to  the  English.  Your  answer  was,  however,  in  the 
negative.  VYhcn  ihey  basely  took  our  ships,  you 
purchased  these,  together  with  their  cargoes.  In 
what  way  were  you  warranted  in  doing  this  ?  Your 
action  shows  that  you  are  attached  to  the  interests 
of  the  English.  You  must  either  restore  to  us  the 
sliips  and  the  value  of  their  ladings,  or  declare  war." 
The  Company  has  consequently  written  to  the 
Governor  that  the  money  would  he  recovered. 
Another  welcome  })iece  of  news  is  the  receipt  of 
intelligence  that  ten  ships  from  France  are  on  their 
way  hither.  In  the  face  of  favourable  reports  such 
as  these,  why  should  he  be  so  dejected  as  he  is? 
It  is  difficult  to  account  for  it.  Two  or  three  cir- 
cumstances occur  to  me,  any  one  of  which  might 
possibly  have  occasioned  this  despondency  in  him. 
Firstly,  there  is  the  possibility  of  there  being  some- 
thing prejudicial  to  him  officially.  Secondly,  there 
was  a  rumour,  about  a  month  ago,  that  two  com- 
missioners had  been  appointed  to  investigate  certain 
alleviations  of  misconduct  brouo-ht  ao^ainst  him: 
this  mio'ht  possibly  be  the  case.  Thirdly,  he  has, 
without  the  orders  of  the  Company  or  the  approval 
of  the  Council,  expended  immense  sums  of  money 
from  his  own  purse,  in  collecting  materials  for  war. 
All  his  efforts  will  prove  fruitless  if  the  new  King 
of  England  is  crowned,  and  an  end  put  to  the 
war;  and  it  is  doubtful  what  view  the  Company 
would  then  take  of  the  expenses  which  he  has 
incurred.     This    apprehension   may   possibly  weigh 
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upon  his  mind.     I  conclude  that  one  of  these  three      chap. 

XVTT 

matters  must  be  affecting  his   spirits.     But  Heaven       ' 

knows    what    he     has    actually    at    heart.     When  i,2l^^' 

the  ships  arrive,  everything  will  be  manliest.  mi'tors 

I    went   from    the   arecanut   storehouse  to    the  *«  t'^e  ca-is.'. 

Attends  a 

place  where  the  wedding  of  the    daughter  of  my  maniage. 
neighbour,   Samaiyan,    was    being    celebrated,   and 
returned  home  at  about  11. 

This   afternoon   at  about   5,  S^shachala    Chetti  Accom- 
requested  me  to  go  with  him  for    the    purpose  of  cii^lnSon"'' 
invitiuo-  the  son  of  Raiamia  Chetti  of   Karik^l,   and  connected 

O  .)••••  with  a 

the  son  of  Dorai  Balu  Chetti  of  Negapatam— the  ^"""■'^^• 
two  men  who  are  to  marry  his  daughters — to  par- 
take of  food  with  him.  I  accordingly  accompanied 
him  to  Sunguvar's  choultry,  which  is  situated  behind 
my  garden-house,  invited  them,  accepted  the  cloths 
presented  to  me,  and  reached  my  house  at  about  8. 

TJiitrsdai/,    Siul  Jviie    171+6,    or   23rd    Vaigd^l  of  Goestotiw 

'       residence 

Aki^haya. — I  went  this  morning  to  the  Governor's  oov'nnor. 
house,  and  took  a  seat  in  the  northern  verandah, 
where  a  sentinel  was  on  guard.  The  Governor,  as 
he  was  passing  on  his  way  to  the  office  where 
M.  Mathieu  was  making  up  accounts,  saw  me,  and 
called  out :  "  Rangappa ;  come  here."  1  went  up,  whocaiis 
and  saluted  him.     He  at   once  asked  me  it  I  had  ii'^i^\'f  ^': 

has  heard 

heard  the   news    from    Europe.     I  replied :    "  Sir,  Inmi*"' 
the  intelligence  which  I  have  received  may  be  partly 
true,  and  partly  untrue.     If  you  condescend  to  en- 
lighten me,  I  shall  hear  nothing  but  correct  news.'^ 
He  said  that  as  it  was  all  in  the  gazette,  it  must  by 

6  VOL.   I  I  . 
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Chap,      wliomsoever    imparted   to   me   be    true.     He    then 

'     related  to  me  the    followiag  with    regard    to    the 

Kings  of  England  : — 
Relates  to  [j^  1648,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  the  man 

him  outline  '  ■■-  '-' 

EnS?8h°'  who  now  claims  to  be  king  was  King  of  England. 
Troubles  then  began,  and  a  dispute  occurred  between 
him  and  the  nation.  The  people  rose  in  rebellion, 
and  beheaded  their  ruler.  An  individual,  name  un- 
known, who  was  a  country  gentleman,  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him,  and  as  the  sons  of  the  beheaded 
monarch,  and  the  father  of  the  man  who  now  sets 
himself  up  as  king,  were  both  young,  they  hid  them- 

Then  refers  solves  in  auothor  country.     Such  being  the  state  of 

to  circum- 

leadb^lto  affairs,  the  king  who  at  present  occupies  the  throne 
Rebellion,  opprossed  the  people  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and 
plundered  them  of  all  their  wealth.  This  he 
did  with  a  view  to  enrich  and  strengthen  his  own 
country.  The  merchants  of  both  Scotland  and 
Ireland  being  impoverished  by  bis  exactions, 
took  counsel  together  ;  and  sent  a  message  to  the 
sons  of  the  beheaded  king,  who  were  in  concealment 
elsewhere,  inviting  them  to  come  over  to  their  own 
country  with  an  armed  force,  and  promising  to  assist 
them  to  the  crown,  by  dethroning  the  then  king. 
Thereupon,  these  people  repaired  to  the  King  of 
France,  and  made  him  acquainted  with  all  their 
affairs.  He  took  them  under  his  protection.  He 
afterwards  wrote  secretly  to  the  merchants  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  secured  their  help.  They 
were  all  waiting  for  a  good  opportunity. 
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Prior  to  this,  the  Emperor  of  Austria  had  died,      chap. 
He  left  no  son  to  succeed  him.     His  daughter,  the       * 

1746 

Queen  of  Hungary,  however,  seized  all  the  domin-  Mentions 


war 


ions   of   the  empire.     The  Duke   of    Bavaria  who,  reg-<uding 


succ■es^slou 

in  the  absence  of  a  son,  claimed  the  throne  as  the  Au'^tri.m 

p    throne. 

heir  of  the  deceased  Emperor,  sought  the  help  oi 
the  King  of  France,  and  agreed  if  he  would  help 
him  to  become  Emperor,  to  deliver  Flanders,  which 
lies  next  to  Holland,  into  his  hands.  With  the 
assistance  of  60,000  soldiers,  furnished  to  him  by 
the  King  of  France,  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  advanced 
with  his  own  army,  deposed  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
and  became  Emperor.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  was 
provoked  at  the  conduct  of  the  King  of  France, 
because  he  had  helped  the  Duke  with  60,000  of 
his  troops,  and  was  instrumental  in  making  him 
Emperor,  and  she  accordingly  declared  war  against 
France.    "Whilst  the  war  between  her  and  the  French  Part  taken 

hy  the 

was  in  progress,   the    English   sent  troops   to  aid  y,^f''^'"' 
the  former.     As  these  then  fought  against  those  of 
France,  the  king  of  that  country  became  enraged, 
and  declared  war   ao^ainst  England.     The    French  conse- 

"  ^  quent  war 

took  possession  of  Jamaica,  which  was  the  source  to  pr'tLh.aiid 
the  Eno-lish  of  a  revenue  of  six  or  seven   crores,*  Vamaka. 

^  etc. 

and  further  captured  various  cities  and  towns  in  the 
dominions  of  the  English.  The  King  of  France 
also  incited  the  claimant  to  the  English  throne  to 


*  Crore  =  10  millions;  no  doubt  here  of  rupees. 
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start  oil  liis  contemplated  expedition,  and  assisted 
him  with  troops.  The  latter  proceeded  with  his 
undertaking,  the  merchants  and  other  inhabitants 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland  coming  forward  to  receive 
him,  and  treating  him  with  all  the  respect  due  to 
kings.  They  made  him  the  ruler  of  their  country, 
and  fought  against  the  King  of  England,  whose 
capital  is  London.  Thereupon,  some  people  in 
London  sent  a  message  to  tho  recently  arrived  king 
declaring  that  thej^  were  ready  to  obey  him. 

Taking  into  consideration  all  these  things,  the 
then  occupant  of  the  English  throne  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  he  had  no  prospect  of  success,  and 
gathering  together  all  his  effects,  he  made  ready  to 
retreat  to  where  he  had  previously  resided.  The 
setting  in  of  winter  has  interrupted  military  opera- 
tions. As  this  communication  was  written  at  that 
time  it  is  not  now  exactly  known  whether  he  has 
succeeded  in  making  his  escape,  or  has  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

As  there  is  no  King  of  Holland,  the  people  of 
that  country  have  put  themselves  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  King  of  England,  and  have  been  assisting 
the  English,  in  this  time  of  trouble,  with  men  and 
money.  The  Dutch  have  thus  been  carrying  on 
their  government  with  the  help  of  England.  The 
new  king  was  not  countenanced  by  them :  they 
retained  their  allegiance  to  the  old  one,  and  took 
the  necessary  precautions  to  hinder  the  former 
being  installed  on  the  throne.     The  affairs   of  the 
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Dutch    will    therefore     not    run     so     smoothly    as      Chai-. 

xvir. 
before,  and   their  country   will   gradually  fall  into      — . 

decay.     Moreover,  their  power  has  been  crippled  for  ]H.,]me 

I'll  1  ol  their 

the  territory  of  the  Empevor  which  borders  on  powit. 
Holland  has  been  occupied  by  the  French,  who  have 
also  seized  many  of  the  possessions  of  the  English. 
As  the  Dutch  ships  bound  for  Holland  will  neces- 
sarily have  to  pass  the  shores  of  Flanders,  along 
which  are  forts  garrisoned  by  French  soldiers,  they 
will  at  once  be  captured.  Being  thus  beset  with 
dangers  and  difficulties  on  all  sides,  the  Dutch  are 
dispirited,  and  feel  that  their  power  is  declining. 

The   o-azette    further    states    that    the   King  of  Gazette 

o  eulogises 

France  has  seized  all  the  possessions  of  the  Queen  S'^f^^ce. 
of  Hungary,  with  the  exception  of  her  capital,  and 
that,  having  regard  to  his  various  coiKjuests,  there 
is    no    other    king    in    Europe    enjoying    so    much 
glory,  renown,  and  happiness  as  he  does. 

The    gazette,    too,    says:   "Five    vessels — three  Refers  to 

_,  1/1  i         1-  capture  of 

being  tlie  property  of  the  trench  Company  trading  ^,;-.i"^''{; , 
to  China,  one  belonging  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  and  ^n^'i*''- 
returning  from  that  country,  and  the  last  one  from 
Manilla,  were  captured  by  the  English,  taken  by 
them  to  Batavia,  and  sold  to  the  Dutch.  This  was 
made  by  the  Company  the  subject  of  a  complaint  to 
the  King  of  France,  audit  further  took  exception  to 
the  conduct  of  the  English  in  the  East,  in  capturing 
French  ships.  The  king  was  enraged,  and  sent  an 
ambassador  to  the  Dutch  with  instructions  to  deliver 
the  following  ultimatum:  '  You  promised  us  not  tp 
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aid  the  English.  How,  then,  when  they  captured 
certain  vessels  of  ours,  and  brought  them  to  you  for 
sale,  could  you  knowingly  have  purchased  them? 
We  demand  immediate  payment  of  the  value  of  the 
China  ships,  the  outlay  incurred  in  that  country  for 
the  cargoes,  the  profit  which  would  probably  have 
been  realized  by  the  sale  of  these  in  France,  and  the 
charges  for  establishment,  etc.  connected  therewith; 
as  well  as  the  restoration  of  the  treasure  laden  in 
the  Manilla  ship,  together  with  her  value,  and  the 
expenses  incurred  in  connection  therewith.  If  our 
request  is  not  complied  with  immediately  after  com- 
munication of  it  by  our  ambassador,  we  declare  war.'  " 
Thus  there  is  every  hope  of  the  money  shipped  from 
China  and  Manilla  being  regained. 

"  In  such  terms,"  said  the  Governor  to  me,  "  the 
gazette  recounts  the  political  events  of  Europe." 
1  have  written  down  briefly,  and  in  a  few  words, 
what  appeared  to  me  the  most  interesting  parts  of 
his  story.  When  he  had  completed  his  narrative, 
I  told  him  that  because  the  English  had  behaved 
to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  French  here,  God  had 
prepared  exceeding  trouble  for  them  at  the  very 
fountain-head  in  Europe.  I  further  expressed 
myself  in  terms  calculated  to  please  and  conciliate 
him.  He  was  gratified,  and  spoke  disparagingly  of 
the  English.  He  asked,  what  would  be  the  fate  of 
the  English  ships  of  war,  which  had  been  making 
so  much  fuss,  and  domineering  here,  with  what  confi- 
dence those  who  manned  them  could  cruise  on  these 


ver- 
ticil 

ie*rarding 
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seas,  and  how  thej  proposed  to  return  to  Europe,  chap. 

I  struck  in  with  him,  and  repeated  to  the    echo  his       ' 

taunts   regarding  the  English.       My  words  infused  ^'^^^• 
vast    joy    into    the    heart    of    tlie   Grovernor,    who 

dwelt    on    the    history    of    France.      He    explained  Governor 

^  x^  explains 

to   me   the  constitutionrJ  history  of  England,  and  ofth^Kini' 

IT  1  1        TT-  •  p      1  '  "'  Ensrland 

told  me  that  the  Kino-  ot  that  country  possesses  no  asrcg^icts 

~  J    r  the  people. 

power,  and  has  to  be  subject  to  and  obey  the  man- 
dates of  the  English  Parliament,  that  as  he  is  thus 
devoid  of  authority,  once  every  forty  or  forty-five 
years  the  reigning  sovereign  is  deposed,  and  another 
raised  to  the  throne,  and  that  this  is  the  law  obtain- 
ing in  the  English  kingdom.  Upon  this  I  said  to  the  ^^^^ 
Governor  :  "  During  your  life-time  you  have  seen  the  tuf^.' 
deposition  of  one  king,  and  the  accession  of  another, 
and  now  the  second  monarch  is  deposed,  and  the 
son  of  the  former  ruler  has  come  to  the  throne." 
"  Such  things,"  T  continued,  "happen  because  the 
reigning  sovereign  has  no  semblance  of  power ; 
all  of  which  is  exercised  by  the  Parliament,  which 
can  at  will  depose  one  king,  and  raise  another  to 
the  throne."  "  It  is  true,"  remarked  the  Governor ; 
"  during  the  last  200  years  this  has  happen<>d  five 
times."  "  You  have  told  me  these  many  things,"  said 
I  to  him,    "and  now  please   inform  me,  when  the  Pi^ifst 

J-  '  inquires 

ships  from  France  are  expected  here,  as  I  am  in  the  from"  *'^'''** 
dark  regarding  this."     He  smiled,  made  a  gesture  'xpectKi. 
with  his  hand  as  if  to  stop  my  speaking,  and  took  a 
pace  or  two.     "Sir,"   I  continued,   "  your  discourse 
has  all  this  time  filled  my  ears  with  delight,  and  my 
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soul  with  rapture.  If  you  would  but  tell  me  good 
news  as  to  when  the  ships  are  to  be  looked  for,  I 
could  kuow  uo  greater  joy."  On  hearing  me  express 
myself  thus,  the  Governor  turned  round,  and  said  : 
"  In  seven  or  eight  days  more  they  will  arrive, 
and  your  heart  will  be  made  glad."  ^fter  this,  he 
told  me  that  he  required  a  horse  for  presentation 
to  a  great  man,  and  desired  me  to  buy  him  one.  I 
said  that  I  would,  and  seeing  that  this  was  a  fit 
opportunity,  preferred  a  request  for  the  release  from 
custody  of  I'adi  Arunachalain.  To  this  he  replied : 
"  Rangappa ;  look  at  this  petition.  It  was  written 
by  Venkat^sa  Aiyan,  against  Tadi  Arunaclialam.  So 
many  accusations  having  been  made,  how  can  I  set 
him  free  ?  "  I  rejoined  :  ''It  was  only  yesterday  that 
he  paid  the  fine  of  1,000  pagodas  to  the  Company. 
That  was  imposed  as  a  punishment  on  liim,  solely  for 
all  these  offences.  Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  make  no 
further  objection,  and  direct  that  he  be  set  free." 
The  Grovernor  answered  :  "  This  man  and  Arurapatai 
went  to  work  together  ;  the  former,  when  employed 
under  the  cashier,  plundered  tlie  Compaiw  ;  and  the 
latter,  when  under  the  warehouse- keeper,  did  the 
like,  with  the  connivance  of  the  Brfdimans  in  charo-e. 
Thus,  between  them,  they  have  defrauded  the  Com- 
pany of  nearly  a  lakh  of  pagodas.  Can  they  not  pay 
4,000  or  5,000  ?  "  I  said  :  "  They  are  your  slaves, 
and  will  remain  so.  They  will  do  as  you  desire.  But 
on  this  occasion,  please  order  his  release."  The 
Governor  told   me  that  on  my  account  he  consented 
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to  the  dischars^e  of  Tadi  Ariin^chalara,  and  forthwith      chap. 

.  XVII. 

directed  that  he  should  be  set  at  hberty.  I  there-  —  * 
upon  sent  word  to  the  chief  of  the  peons  to  release  the 
man,  and  this  was  accordingly  done.  I  afterwards 
summoned  Muruga  Pillai,  accountant  of  the  court, 
and  directed  him  to  remove  the  attachment  on  the 
house  and  property  of  Tadi  Arundchalam. 

In  the  evening,  the  chief  of  the  peons  went  to  the  ^'Jupf  of 

c  -I-  peons 

Governor,  and  reported  that  as  the  Pathan  named  GSno? 

__     ^  1  T     n         1  •  1  •        t  11  condition 

J^nu  Khan,  the  detendant  ui  the  suit  brought   by  of  family  of 

'  o  'f     absconding 

Sa'adat  Khan,  another  Pathan.  had  fled,  his  wife  and  ^^^^""• 
children,  who  were  in  confinement,  had  been  for  the 
last  twenty  days  suffering  for  want  of  food,  that  the 
horse   belonging  to  the  man  was  being  starved  to 
death,  as   the   money  to  feed  the  animal  was  not 
forthcoming,  thai  there  were   no  funds  to  pay  the 
monthly  wages  of  18  fanams  to  the  person  who  had 
been  deputed  to  watch  the  defendant's  house,  and 
that  the  individuals   imprisoned  had   no   means  of 
defraying  these   expenses.     The   Governor,   there-  who 
upon,  ordered  that  they   should  be  released.     He  ^^l^il^^ 
afterwards  sent  for  me,  and  desired  me  to  purchase  Desires 

dianst  to 

for  him,  at   a    favourable  price  -  without  however  P^|rc*,*|'/g 
mentioning  his  name — the  horse  of  the  absconding  hmse^fthe 

.  Pathan. 

rathS,n.     I  promised  to  do  so,  and  took  leave. 

As    I    was    talking    with    the    Governor,    two  Letters 

°  and  de. 

couriers  arrived  from  Surat  with  a  despatch  from  y.tncv.^' 
France,    and    letters    addressed    to    some   of    the 
Europeans,  the  contents    of    which   have    not   yet 
been  made  known. 

7  VOL.    1 1 . 
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This  morning,  the  Governor  inquired  how  areca- 
nuts  were  selling.  T  told  him  that  they  were  being 
disposed  of  at  (Juddaloi'e  at  five  pagodas  an  avanam.* 
He  asked  me  how  it  was  that  merchants  did  not  come 
to  buy  them.  I  said  that  I  liad  not  inquired  regard- 
ing* the  matter.  Thereupon,  he  sent  for  the  official 
accountants,  and  ordered  them  to  make  it  known 
to  the  toil  collectors  that,  in  future,  no  one  should 
brino'  areca-nuts  from  Cuddalore.  He  sent  also  for 
the  bazaarmen,  and  told  them,  through  the  same 
officials,  that  as  there  was  a  misunderstanding 
between  him  and  the  English,  no  one  should  bring 
areca-nuts,  or  other  goods,  from  English  territory, 
and  sell  them  in  Pondichery.  He  also  summoned 
Ramachandra  Aiyan,  the  accountant  of  the  sea 
customs  office,  and  enjoined  on  him  that  if  any 
one  should  import  areca-nuts  from  Cuddalore,  or 
from  the  south,  he  should  tell  them  that  they 
were  not  allowed  to  land  such  goods  here,  but  must 
take  them  back ;  and  he  gave  strict  orders  that 
henceforth  these  nuts  should  not  be  brought  from 
foreign  places. 

Friday,  3rd  June  17Jf6,  or  2kth  Vaigdsi  of  Ak- 
sliaija. — All  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  in  each  house,  repaired  to 
Villiyanalliir,  to  attend  the  car-festival  there.  Con- 
sequently, all  the  streets  looked  deserted. 


•  A-vapam  =  20,000  areca-nuts. 
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Judeinsf  from  the   order  of  tlie  Governor    pro-      cn.u^. 
'  .  .  xvit. 

hibiting  the  importation  of  areca-nuts  from  Cudda-       — 

lore,  two  of  my  supposed  causes  for  his  dejection  in  Further' 

spite  of  the  happy  news  in   the  gazette  from  France  |/°"4°ou 

do  not  exist.     His  tenure  of  office  is  evidently  not  deject?onof 

Governor. 

affected,  and  the  report  circulated  two  months  ago 
of  the  appointment  of  two  commissioners,  to  in- 
quire into  his  administration  here  is  likewise  without 
foundation.  Whether  his  fear  that  the  whole  of  the 
outlay  incurred  on  account  of  the  equipment  for 
military?  purposes  may  be  thrown  upon  his  shoulders 
was  the  actual  cause  is  not  yet  clear.  The  progress 
of  events  will  reveal  the  truth. 

Wedneiidaii,  8th  June    17 U6,   or  29Hi     VavicUi  of  Accident  to 

■^  ./  ./     car  at 

Akshaya. — The  following  occurred  to-day.  'J'here  loclVdeify. 
was  a  car-festival  in  honour  of  the  local  deity  of  the 
followers  of  Vishnu.  The  car,  after  having  passed 
through  "the  Grand  Bazaar  road,  was  being  drawn 
along  Tambi  Nayinar's  street,  in  which,  as  it 
approached  the  house  of  Perumal  Nayakkan,  the 
umbrella  attached  to  the  summit  of  it  came  in 
contact  with  a  cocoanut  tree,  and  collapsed ;  but 
before  it  fell,  people  laid  hold  of  it  from  below. 
This  incident  however  evoked  general  apprehen- 
sion amongst  the  townsmen — spectators  as  well  as 
others — who  believed  that  ii    portended  some  cala-  Regarded 

.  as  iiortent 

mity  to  the  town,  or  something   untoward  either  to  "'^■"'• 
their  ruler,  or  to  the  authorities  of  it,  or  to  the  Nawab 
of  the  Subah  of  Arcot  ;  or  that  some  accident  would 
occur   to   the    temple    itself.     Tho    interpretations 
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woro  ill  this  way,  diverse.     Heaven  alone  knows  what 
will  happen. 

Thiirfidaij,  8th*  Jiute  17h6,  or  30ih  VaigddofAk- 
^ilKtija. — The  record  concerning  this  day  is  as  follows. 
The  marriages  of  two  daughters  of  S^shachala  Chetti 
took  place,  during  one  and  the  same  MuhArtam,t 
between  the  12th  and  15th  Indian  hour,  on  Saturday 
night  last,  25th  Vaigasi  [4th  June].  The  husband 
of  one  girl  was  the  son  of  one  Rajanna  Chetti  of 
Tiruraalairayanpattanam,  and  that  of  the  other  was 
the  son  of  one  Balu  Chetti  of  Madura,  a  resident 
of  Negapatam.  But  as  the  two  weddings  were  per- 
formed during  the  same  Muhurtam,  the  expenses 
were  much  curtailed,  that  is,  they  were  within 
.  X  pagodas.  At  6  this  evening,  M. 
Dupleix,his  wife,  M.  Dubois,  Madame  d'Ksprcm^nil, 
M.  Lhostis,  and  Madame  Cornet,  came  to  the 
wedding,  occupied  seats  for  half  an  Indian  hour, 
then  went  into  the  reception  room,  visited  the  brides 
and  bridegrooms,  returned  to  the  leaf  pavilion,  sat 
down  at  the  refreshment  table,  and  ate  some  sweets; 
and  having  remained  another  half  an  Indian  hour, 
took  leave.  On  their  arrival,  twenty-one  guns  were 
fired ;  and  there  v/as  a  similar  salute  when  they 
tf^ok  their  seats,  when  they  sat  down  to  refreshments, 


*  8\c  in  original,  evidpntly  au  error  for  9th. 

t  An  auspicious  hour  astrologically  fixed  for  a  marriage,  laying  the 
foTudation  of  a  building,  etc. 

J  Blank  in  tlie  original. 
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when  they  rose,  and  when  they   departed.     When      chap. 

XV' II 

the  Governor  arrived,  a  present  was  siven  privately,       — * 

1746. 

viz.,  Rs.  1,000  to  him  and  Rs.  100  to  his  wife.     But  Presents  to 

'  M.  and  Me. 

in  the  pavilion,  only  betel,   nut,  flowers,  and  rose-  ^^"p^cix. 
water,  were  presented  to  them. 

Saturdaii,  lltli    June    17^6,    or    Id    Am'   of  Ak-  seshachaia 

•''  '^  Clietti  visits 

fihai/a. — At  6  this  morning,  Seshfichala  Chetti  came  '''"''''^• 
to  me  and  said:   "  Let  us  go  to   the   Governor,  and 
obtain  leave  for  the  procession  to  take  place.      We 
must  also  apply  to  him  for  permission  for  a  salute  seeks  iiis 

^  ^    '^  ^  influence  in 

of  seven   guns,  and  for  a   present  of  cloths  to  be  eJ^fa"^""*^' 
made  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  to  him  during  the  during 

mairiagf 

course    of    the    pi'ocession    of    the    newly- married  cf'^^i^oDies. 
couples."     1  thereupon  remarked:   "You  no  doubt 
celebrated  marriages  in  your  house  during  the  days 
of  M.  Beauvollier,  M.  Lenoir,  and  M.  Dumas.     Did 
they  then  allow  salutes  to  be   fired  r  "   He  replied:  conversa. 
"'riiere  was  a  marriage  in  the  days  of  M.  Lenoii',  subject. 
but  he  was  visited  at  night,  and  consequently  there 
was  no  salute.      But  M.  Dumas,  when  he  was  Gov- 
ernor, authorized  the    firing  of  one.''     I  rejoined : 
"As  far  as  I  recollect,  pipes  and  drums  were  played 
beside  the  palanquin  during  the  conduct  of  the  pro- 
cession you  refer   to,  and  when  the  couples  reached 
the  Governor,  he  made  them  a  gift  of  cloths,  but  no 
salute  was  fired."    He  repeated  :  "Once  in  M.  Dumas' 
time,  guns  were  fired."     I  then  said  :   "  AYe  will  go 
to  the  Governor,  and  explain  this  to  him  clearly."  xiuy 
We  accordingly  went  to  the  Governor  at  about  7,  Go'yUnor. 


64 


JNANDA  RANOA  PIf,LArS  DIARf. 


C'llAP. 

XVII. 
1716. 


State  thai 

Scshachiila 

Chetti 

desires 

permission 

for 

marriage 

procession. 


And  for  a 
salute  on 
the 
occasion  ; 


Governor 

refuses 

latter. 


Seshachella 
Chetti 
t'ersisting 
in  his 
requests 
excites 
anprer  of 
Governor. 


when  ho  had  dressed,  and  was  seated  in  the  drawing 
room.  Sungii  S^shachala  Chetti,  Karuttambi  Nayi- 
nar,  and  I,  greeted  him  there.  Addressing  me,  he 
said  :  "  What  has  brought  you  all  here  ?  "  I  replied  : 
•'  Sungu  Raman  wishes  to  arrange  for  a  procession, 
for  which  he  seeks  your  permission."  He  said: 
"  Let  him  proceed  with  it.''  I  made  answer:  "He 
requests  that  when  the  bridegrooms  and  brides 
repair  hither  they  should  be  received  with  suitable 
honours."  He  asked :  "What  may  these  be?"  I 
replied:  "He  wishes  that  a  salute  should  be  tired." 
He  then  said  :  "  Is  there  a  precedent  ?  "  I  answered : 
"He  states  that  M.  Dumas  accorded  that  honour. 
But  my  recollection  is  tliat  the  playing  in  the  proces- 
sion of  di'ums  and  pipes  alongside  the  palanquin  was 
permitted,  and  that  when  the  pair  reached  the  Gov- 
ernor's house,  a  present  of  cloths  was  made.  But 
I  do  not  know  what  further  took  place."  The  Gov- 
ernor upon  this  exclaimed  :  "  After  my  arrival  here, 
there  was  a  marriage  in  Kanakaraya  Mudali's  house, 
for  which  no  salute  Avas  authorized.  Besides,  these 
are  the  days  of  war,  and  the  permission  sought 
cannot  be  given.  Do  not  mention  such  a  thing  as 
the  firing  of  cannon  in  these  disturbed  times."  I 
communicated  what  he  said  to  Sungu  S^shachala 
Chetti.  The  latter  then  conveyed  to  me  ho\\-  much 
the  grant  of  the  favour  would  contribute  to  his  exalt- 
ation, and  honour.  When  the  Governor  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  views  of  Seshachala  Chetti, 
he  ejaculated  :   "  AVhy  this  ostentatious  display  in 
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his  present  circumstances  ?     The  discharge  of   his      Chap. 

obligations  to  the  Company,  and  the  settlement  of       " 

accounts  with  his  partners  would  be  of  more  honour  consents 

i->>Ti  11  ••  •     ^         ^°  make 

to  mm.         I  then  requested  that  permission  miffnt  certain 

I  ■•■  ^  presents  to 

be  accorded  for  the  use  of  drums  and  pipes,  and  ^S^Vbrki"!- 
that  the  two  bridegrooms  might  each  be  presented 
with  four  yards  of  broad-cloth,  and  the  brides 
with  a  cloth  and  bodice  each.  He  replied:  "  Well : 
there  is  broad-cloth  with  me.  You  had  better 
procure  for  me  the  other  two  articles  of  dress." 
Promising  to  do  this,  I  retm'ned  to  S^shachala 
Chetti,  and  without  communicating  the  other  remarks 
made,  told  him  that  the  Governor  had  based  his 
refusal  on  the  precedent  of  the  marriage  in  Kanaka- 
r^ya  Mudali's  house,  and  requested  him  to  pay  his 
respects,  and  come  away.  He  accordingly  saluted  the 
Governor  with  an  obeisance,  and  retired.  I  also  took 
leave.  S^shachala  Chetti  and  I  then  repaired  to  my 
areca-iiut  storehouse,  where  I  told  him  to  proceed 
with  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  procession,  .vrranKo- 
and  said  that  the  visit  to  the  Governor  should  be  at  7  "epMrding 

procession, 

in  the  evening.  I  next  instructed  A rundchala  Chetti  bemidlfby 
to  send  for  a  couple  of  women's  cloths,  and  two 
bodices.  Sita  Venkat^chala  Chetti  brought  them 
from  S^shachala  Chetti's  oAvn  house;  the  former 
costing  five,  and  the  latter  two  pagodas,  apiece. 
The  bridegrooms  and  brides  will  receive  to-night, 
from  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  eight  yards  of 
broad-cloth  and  a  couple  of  sets  of  v/ omen's  apparel, 
including  a  pair  of  bodices. 


Governor. 


56  Jnanda  ranoa  piu^avs  mAur. 


Chap.  This  iiight  at  8,  the  bridegrooms  and  brides  from 

XVII 

— '     Sungu    S^sMchala   Chetti's   house    paid  a  visit   to 

the  Governor.      An  hour  before  this,  I  summoned 

handsiome    Accountaut    Eauga  Pillai   to    my   areca-nut    store- 

Governor's    house,  made  over  to  him  the    two   silk-cloths    and 

accountant.    ^       , .  ,  -,    p  i        /^ 

bodices  purchased  lor  the  (xovernor,  and  asked  him 
whether  he  had  broad -cloth.  He  replied  that  he  had 
none  with  him,  and  that  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  Governor  had  any  in  his  possession.  He  then 
delivered  the  articles  to  Diego,  who  advised  the  Gov- 
ernor of  their  receipt.  He  thereupon  summoned  me, 
and  as  soon  as  I  entered,  and  had  saluted  him, 
he  observed:  "You  have  not  sent  for  broad-cloth 
from  the  magazine  at  the  fort."  I  replied  :  "  When 
I  asked  you  this  morning  whether  I  might  bring  for 
your  signature  an  order  directing  the  supply  of  it, 
you  said  that  the  article  was  here,  and  that  no  indent 
need  be  made."  On  this  he  desired  me  to  have  one 
Deb.y  uiises  prepared  addressed  to  M.  Cornet.  I  then  sent  for 
(liiiicuity  in   M.  Mathieu,  told  him  to  make  out  an  order,  obtained 

proc'uiing  ' 

tOTpro*^'*^"'  the  signature  of  the  Governor,  and  sent  it  to  the 
fort.  But  M.  Cornet,  on  receiving  it,  said  that  it 
was  hard  on  ^  o'clock  then,  and  that  the  cloth  would 
be  supplied  next  morning.  When  Appu  communi- 
cated this  to  the  Governor,  he  was  directed  to  inform 
me,  which  he  did.  Thereupon  I  sent  for  Arunachala 
Chetti,  bade  him  bring  a  bale  of  broad-cloth,  tore  off 
a  piece  of  nine  yards,  divided  this  into  halves,  and 
put  them  up.  Before  they  could  be  delivered,  the 
procession  had  passed  Uttira  Peddu  Chetti's  house  in 


sent  at  ion. 
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the  Old  Madras  Gate  street ;  and  accompanied  by      Chap. 
tom-toms,  cymbals,  and  torches,  as  also  a  couple  of      — ' 
drums  and  a  pipe,  played  by  Europeans,  stood  facing 
the    Governor's    house.     Seeing    that    the    broad-   p.ocession 

proccetls  to 

cloth  had  not  yet  arrived,  I  sent  word  to  S^shachala  SoSc'.' 
Chetti,  to  lead  the  procession  on  to  the  main  road 
in  which  Nainiya  Pillai's  house  lies,  opposite  to 
the  temple  of  Y^dapuri  Iswaran,  and  to  proceed  to 
the  Governor's  residence  by  the  road  to  the  east- 
ward, which  runs  parallel  to  the  sea.  The  procession 
accordingly  passed  the  Deputj?  Governor's  house, 
then  entered  the  lane  between  the  Government  house 
and  that  of  M.  Barthelemy,  and  reached  the  Gov- 
ernor's residence.  By  this  time,  Arunachala  Chetti 
had  brought  the  broad-cloth  required  for  presentation. 
I  then  repaired  to  the  Governor,  and  informed  him 
that  the  broad-cloth  and  other  articles  were  ready. 
He  asked  me  whether  I  had  procured  the  former 
from  my  own  house.  I  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive.    The    brideo^rooms  and  brides,  who  had  come  B.kiai 

Iiarty  i)ays 

in  procession,  alighted  and  presented  themselves  {[f/io'VMioi- 
before  the  Governor  who,  in  company  with  some 
other  Europeans,  was  standing  behind  his  wife,  and 
saluted  him.  He  and  the  lady  addressed  a  few  con- 
gratulatory words  to  the  newly-married  couples,  pre- 
sented  them   witii   betel,  nut,  rose-water,  and  some  uec.ivrs 

lircscms 

perfumed   powder,  made  a  gift  of  the  nine  yards  of  I^'oiVoI'k^ 
broad-cloth,  the  couple  of  women's   cloths  and   the  rcUrrl.'^"' 
bodices,   as  already  mentioned,  wished   them   well, 
and  bade  them  live  in  happiness ;  after  Avliicli  the 
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married  pairs  took  leave.  Tlio  procession  then  went 
on  to  my  house,  where  I  also  made  some  presents, 
aud  finally  returned  home  at  10  o'clock. 
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CHAPTER  XVIIL 
FliOJI  JUNE  12TII,  17It'i,   TO  JUNE  20tii,  171^6. 
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squadron  by  51,  de  la  Uourdonnais — Sloop  Elisabeth  attacked  by 
Eni^lisli — M.  de  lu  Bourdonnais  expected  at  Pondichery  on  SOtli  June 
— Conversation  with  M.  de  Bausset  regarding  appointment  to  chiol 
dubashship — He  requests  mention  of  a  certain  matter  to  Cliinna 
Miidali — Diarist  goes  to  the  Governor's  residence — Sees  there  Chinna 
iludali,  who  mentions  seizure  of  certain  precious  stones — Reply  of 
Governor  -when  return  of  these  requested — Madananda  Pandit 
demands  present  for  intervention  with  the  Governor— Conversation 
with  Gopala  Aiyangar  regarding  certain  marriages — Remarks  of 
diarist — Difterence  between  opposite  factions  at  a  festival— Conversa- 
tion  with  Venkata  Dikshatar  touching  his  private  affairs — Diarist 
attends  a  marriage — Xon-arrival  of  ships  considered  a  divine  punish- 
ment—Ship siglited — Proves  to  be  only  a  coaster — Conversation 
with  MM.  Brnycrcs  and  Desmarets— What  they  said  — Subsequent 
coTiversation — A  bullock  strays  on  to  the  ramparts — Officer  of  the 
guard  seizes  it— liefnses  to  restore  it — Causes  it  to  be  shot  for  food — 
Matter  reported  to  Governor — Who  causes  inquiry — Officer  imprisoned 
— Yalne  of  animal  recovered  from  him — ^Kemarks  as  to  surprise 
caused  by  action  of  Governor — Diarist  receives  letter  from  dubash  of 
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Governor — Diarist  accuses  his  agent  of  embezzlement — Altercation 
with  him — Boxes  his  ears,  and  imprisons  him— Remarks  regarding 
the  delinquent,  and  his  ingratitude — His  present  position  attributed 
to  retributive  justice  of  Heaven— Indisposition  of  Governoi-— Letter 
from  a  spy  at  Mylapore — States  that  Governor  of  Madras  has 
retjuested  seizure  of  all  French  subjects  there — Governor  of  Pondi- 
chery addresses  a  remonstrance  to  Husain  Sahib  Taliii— Formal 
celebration  of  Holy  Jluchsirist — Governor  continues  iudisposed- — 
Directs  diarist  to  speedily  dispose  of  suit  of  Suga  Sing — Chinna 
Mudali  interferes — Silenced  by  diarist — Why  Governor  mentioned 
the  suit  of  Suga  Sing — He  calls  on  diarist  to  provide  money  recjuired 
\>y  Ilusain  Sahib — Diai-ist  reminds  him  of  letter  from  Fort  St.  David 
-  He  gives  instructions  as  to  reply— Shows  some  pearls  to  diarist^ 
Who  advises  him  not  to  purchase  them— C(mse(iuently  returned — 
Governor  mentions  settlement  of  difference  between  French  and 
Dutch— Subsequent  conversation  regarding  Manilla  ship — Remarks 
of  Governor  touching  prospects  of  English  and  Dutch  Comiianies— 
Predicts  downfall  of  former— And  of  the  latter— Diarist  concur*. 


^0 


An  AND  A  BANGA  PIJt^^APs  DtAtlf. 


GlIAI'. 

XVIII. 


1740. 

Diiirist 
bucks  lionil 
foi-M.de 
BaussL't. 


AVho 
mentions 
tlie  litting 
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Hoiudon- 
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JJlisahcth 

ou  way 
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IMasca- 

rcifrne 

at  tucked  by 

Enirlisli. 


The  civw 
burn  her, 
and  land. 


Sditddij,  J2ih,  Jtiiic  I'tlfO,  or  £iiJ  Aiii  of  Akfihaija. — 
M.  de  Bausset  having  sent  for  me  tliis  morning, 
I  waited  on  liim.  He  produced  a  bond  bearing 
interest  at  G  per  cent,  executed  by  liini  in  favour 
of  M.  Dubois,  and  asked  me  to  sign  this  jointly  with 
him  :  I  inserted  in  it  a  year's  time,  and  affixed  my 
signature.  It  was  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  and  conditions  ]irescribed  for  bonds  and 
receipts  to  be  executed  in  favour  of  Europeans, 
which  had  effect  from  the  year  Akshaya  [1746], 
and  may  be  regarded  as  a  clear  illustration  of  these. 
M.  de  Bausset  then  orave  me  the  followino-  news  : 
"  Five  ships  left  Europe  in  Avani  [August]  last 
year,  and  arrived  at  Mascareigne  on  the  3rd  Febru- 
ary 17-16  bringing  orders  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
that  he  should  attack  the  English.  He,  thereupon 
fitted  out  the  recent  arrivals  and  other  ships  for 
hostilities,  made  all  other  preparations,  and  sent 
in  advance  intimation  to  M.  Dupleis  that  he  would 
reach  Pondichery  on  30th  May.  This  advice  he 
despatched  by  the  sloop  ElisahetJi,  whicli  had 
arrived  at  Mascareigne  some  time  before  the  ships 
bearino-  the  news  of  war.  She  reached  Kjirikal  a 
month  and-a-half  ago,  and  after  delivery  of  the 
letter,  left  to  return  to  Mascareigne.  As  she  was 
proceeding  on  her  voyage  along  the  eastern  coast, 
and  had  passed  Yedaraniyam,  she  was  encountered 
and  surrounded  by  English  men-of-war.  On  this, 
the  crew  immediately  ran  their  sloop  on  shore  and 
burnt  her.     It  was  through  them  that  the  speedy 
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comiuo-  of  the  French  ships  became  known.      It  is      chap. 

O  JT  XVIII. 

said  that  when  the  squadron  arrives  oft*  the  coast,       _ _ 
the  first  point  at  which  it  will  touch  will  be  Karikul,  s,,„a.iron 

•^  (if  M.  dc  la 

to  which  it  brings  a  few  invalids.     It  will  ship  other  I;;';;-;];'"- 
hands  in  the  room  of  those,  and  will  also  disembark  n'r'Kaiikai. 
boxes  of  silver.     The  landing  of  silver  and  other 
articles  rec[nires  that  Kjirikrd  should  be  strengthened 
against  attack,  and   the  Governor   has   accordingly 
sent  for   this   purpose    soldiers    and    Mahc   sepoys. 
There  can   therefore   be  no  occasion  no*\r  for  any 
delay  in   the  arrival    of  the  ships,   and   they  may 
possibly  reach  that  place  this  very  hour.     For  the 
last  ten  days  the  thoughts  of  the  Governor  have  been 
continually  directed  towards  the  sea.     It  is  expected  f;^^'^^.;';^ 
that  on  the  30th  June   the  squadron  will  certainly  onwti'i"'^' 

.Fiino. 

be  in  the  roads  at  Pondichery."  M.  de  Bausset 
chatted  with  me  in  this  manner  on  various  topics 
connected  with  Karikal,  and  then  he  remarked  : 
"  How  is  it  that  the  post  of  chief  dubiish  has  not  u.  .lo  nans- 

^  sot  iu(iniies 

yet  been   conferred  on   you."     In  response  to  this,  Sbaa^l.ii'Jn 
I  said:   "Why    should   1   desire  the  appointment?  cont.MT.a 

•'  ^  ^  (in  diarist. 

As  1  am,  what  lionours  do  I  fail  to  receive  r  I  am 
granted  torches,  I  am  allowed  a  palanquin,  I  enjoy, 
far  and  wide,  the  good  will  of  the  European  gentry, 
and  indeed  all  marks  of  distinction  that  I  could 
wish  for  are  accorded  to  mo,  even  when  not  holding 
office.  AVhy  then  should  I  covet  it  P  As  long  as  wi.o 
I  am  in  the  enioyment  of  the  favour  of  vou  all,  what  J'o iio.« not 

'i    J  "  desire  It. 

is  there  that  I  lack  ?  Moreover,  there  is  nothing 
equal    to   the   avocation   of    a    trader."     lie    then 
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M.  «le 

mvs  him 


Chap,  observed :  "The  post,  indeed,  is  ukiii  to  the  calliiifr 
of  a  mercijant.  Anything  additional  ought  to  be 
welcome  to  one.  Trading,  of  course,  will  continue 
to  be  your  line,  and  your  income  Avill  be  enhanced 
bv  holdinfj  this  office.  Why  then  do  you  talk  so 
perversely  ?  Do  not  speak  in  this  way.  Why  do 
torn'?".'"'     A'ou  cast  aside  what  comes  to  3*011  unsought  ?     There 

the  appoint-     _  ^  o 

i^'"'-  is  at   present  no  one  so  competent  as  yourself.     If 

there  was  an}^  individual  amongst  the  Christians 
who  could  command  the  confidence  of  the  public, 
the  situation  would,  no  doubt,  be  offered  to  him. 
But  as  matters  stand,  the  Christians  of  this  city  are 
all  paupers,  and  are  of  such  condition  that  people 
are  scarcely  inclined  to  give  them  even  alms. 
Chinna  Mudali  is  unfit  for  the  post,  and  it  was 
decided,  even  in  the  days  of  M.  Dumas,  that 
neither  amongst  the  Christians,  nor  the  Hindus,  is 
there  any  person  so  well  qualified  as  yourself  to 
Aiiraiiccs  hold  tlio  place.  M.  Dupleix,  too,  has  expressed  himself 
hisXiuL  i'^  li^^<?  terms  as  to  your  merits.  The  members 
of  the  Council — one  and  all — are  praying  God  that 
the  appointment  may  be  given  to  you,  for  your 
conduct  has  so  commended  itself  to  them  that  they 
have  entire  confidence  that  in  the  event  of  j^our 
securinsT  it,  all  their  business  will  be  most  skilfully 
managed.  Furthermore,  in  a  despatch  from  the 
Governor  and  Council  sent  to  the  Company  by  the 
ship  which  left  Tranquebar  for  Europe  at  the  end  of 
Masi  [beginning  of  March]  last,  it  was  reported,  in 
connection  with  the  vacancy  caused  by  Pedro's  death, 
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that  uoiie   of  the   members   of  his   family,  such  as      chap. 

,    •  11  £?  ^1        xviir. 

his  younger  brother;  etc.,  or  indeed  any  one  or  the       — 

whole   C'hristian  community,  was  fit  for  the  office.  stiUeV  " 

fontt-nts  ol 

The  despatch  proceeded  to  say  that  there  were,  how-  ;'^^;|;f."'' 
ever,  one  or  two  of  the  Hindus  dulv  quaUfied,  but  that  S,S 

'  ,        the 

they  had  not  applied,  and  owing  to  the  Compauy  s  vacancy. 
trade  being  now  at  a  stand-still,  hardly  cared  for 
the  post.  It  was  couched  ia  general  terms  of  this 
nature,  and  purported  to  seek  instructions  in  the 
matter.  But  what  the  Governor  wrote  confidentially  - 
to  the  Company  is  not  known.  If,  in  view  of  your 
Inability  to  procure  the  sum  required  for  a  private 
gjift  to  him — as  all    your  money  is   outstanding —  Kxpressis 

-*  ■  opinion  as 

another  be  appointed,  some  of  the  Councillors  will  |,^,|;;;~;;;{'i,;j 
not  hesitate  to  decline  to  be  parties  to  such  an 
arrangement.  In  my  opinion,  the  place  cannot  but 
fall  to  you.  In  the  absence  of  the  trade -ships, 
business  is  at  present  slack,  and  probably  the 
appointment  is  kept  in  abeyance  pending  their 
arrival."  Then  he  said  :  "  I  borrowed  200  pagodas 
from  Kanakaraya  Mudali ;  I  have  repaid  the  J;;.'^;'^;;^*.,. 
amount,  but  foro-ot  to  take  back  the  bond ;  I  have  uul'tlor'r" 

Cliinna 

mentioned  this    to   Chinna   Mudali ;    please   inform  ^'"^I'^'i- 
him."     I  said  that  I  would  attend  to   his  request, 
and  took  leave  of  him. 

When' I  went  from  M.  de  Bausset's  to  the  Cov-  Diavi.t  k.»s 

lO  (.(IVIMU- 

ernor's  residence,  I  found  Chinna  Mudali,  Madanrinda  '"'"' 
Pandit,  and  others,  assembled  there    .     . 


Il<nise. 

* 


*  Blank  in  the  original. 
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inr,. 


•This  morning,  as  desired  by  M.  Dubois,  I  wout 
Hevufu       to  M.  de  Bausset,  and  after  conversing  witli  bim, 

M.  (Ifl 

-is* 

p.) 


\i ;uHs.-t .nil  reacbed  (lovernor's  residence  at  balf-past  9.    I  found 
[jovernors    ^\^q^.,,   Tilnappa  MudaU,  Madananda  Pai.K.Ut,   Krisb- 

naiyan  tbe  Hasty,  Gopfdaiyan,  and  several  otbers. 

I  sat  down ;  and  tbe  first  of  them  tben  said  to  me 

as  follows  : — 
Sf-t-s iixie  "  Five  or  six  davs  as^o,  some  Guzeratis  brono-bt  a 

Tana  p  pa  ,  o     '  r> 

illenriom'"'  letter  from  Mabfnz  Khan  wbicb  stated  tbat  a  montb 

seizure  of  f       ,  i  •  i         n  • 

certain        Or    tortv   Qavs   since,    a  parcel  oi   precious   stones 

precious  ^  J  ^  X  I 

Ktones.  belonging  to  a  Guzerati  mercbant  of  Madras  was 
being  conveyed  to  Negapatam,  tliat  tbis,  wdiich 
belonged  to  one  Govardbana  Das,  was  seized  at 
Karikal,  and  it  asked  tbat  tbe  return  of  tbe  packet 
migbt  be  ordered.  When  this  was  reported  to  tlie 
Governor,  be  made  no  reply,  and  we  tboiigbt  tliat 
be  consented  to  tbe  rerpiest  made.  But  be  told 
us,  to-day,  to  write   an   answer  to  Malifuz  Kban, 

Andiepiy     as  follows:    'When  a   boat  full  of  rice  belono^ing" 

of  (iovernoi'  ^ 

iwm'u  to  mercliants  of  our  town  arrived  at  Cuddalore,  tbe 
miu'eshHi.  people  tbere  seized  it.  We  wrote  to  His  Highness 
the  Nawab  to  order  tbe  release  of  it,  but  be  took 
no  notice  of  our  demand.  If  be  will  now  address 
tbe  Government  of  Madras,  and  obtain  tbe  restora- 
tion of  our  property,  we  will  return  tbe  parcel  of 
precious  stones.'  A  letter  is  accordingl}^  being 
despatched  in  these  terms." 

There  were  about  ten  Guzerati  men  waiting  for 
the  restoration  of  the  packet.     It  appears  that  when 
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the  letter  of  Malifuz   Khan   w«as   communicated   to      Ghap. 

X\'^II1 

the  Governor,  he   said   nothinof  with  reoard  to    it,       — 
and  Madananda  Pandit,  who   read  it,  inferred  from  Madanamia 

•    ■  Pandit 

this  that  he  had  given  his  consent.     He  thereupon,  Jl;e"enffo,. 
after    consultation   with  Chinna    Mudali,   told    the  wu'ir™ "'" 

(loveriior. 

Guzeratis  that  they  must  give  him  a  present  for 
interesting  himself  with  the  Governor  on  their  behalf, 
and  also  one  to  M.  Dupleix  for  according  his  con- 
sent. The  Guzeratis  apparently  agreed  to  do  this. 
But  the  Governor  ordered  a  letter  to  be  written  in 
the  terms  mentioned,  and  I  have  heard  that  when 
the  subject  of  a  gift  was  mentioned  to  liim,  he  would 
not  listen  to  the  proposal. 

From  the  Governor's  residence,  I  went  toa  marri-  Dianst 
age  at  the  house  oi  tlie  Brahman  assayer  employed  at  '"aniajre. 
Madras,  near  the  Madras  gate.     From  there,  I  went 
home.     At  4  in  the  afternoon,  I  went  to  my  Brahman   \  isHs  his 
Village,     borne  tiiteen  days  ago,  the  tank  there  was  ''"""''• 
cleaned  ;  two  days  afterwards  the  water  in  it  was 
muddy  ;  now  it  was  said  that  it  was  clear;   I  went  Reason  for 

.  „     -  .  doing  so. 

just  to  see  ii  this  was  true  or  not.  I  was  glad  to 
find  that  the  water  was  quite  clean  and  clear.  I 
met  there  Venkata  Dikshatar  ;  he  told  me  that  he 
had  learnt  from  Gopala  Aiyangar  that  tlie  marriage 
of  one  Venkata  Rao,  the  last  son  of  Adakki  Srinivasr. 
Pandit,  had  been  concluded.  I  then  asked  Gopala  convo.sa- 
Aiyangar*  what  the  style  oi  it  was..  He  said  that  ??i'^i* 
it  was  pretty  good,  that  some  6,000  or  7,000  poor  cXl!"^" 


maniagf. 


*  Sic  in  original. 
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another 
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same  time. 


Remai'ks  of 
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Br^hmans — at  the  rate  of  1 ,000  a  day — -had  been 
fed  at  it,  that  garments,  and  women's  cloths  had 
been  freely  distributed  to  all  comers,  that  Miyan 
Sahib  of  UtramnlMr,  S^shadri  Pillai,*  and  his  younger 
brother,  Nachanna  Pillai,  had  come  to  it,  with  their 
families  and  children,  that  as  the  festival  of  the 
month  of  Vaigasi  [June],  that  is,  Graruda  S^rvai,  and 
the  marriage  fell  on  the  same  day,  some  of  the  rela- 
tives came  for  it,  and  others  for  the  festival,  though 
the  report  was  that  all  came  for  the  former.  Fur- 
ther, that  amongst  the  Brahma ns  there  were  some 
highly  religious  persons  of  the  Tattuvadi  class, f 
each  Vv'ith  a  ciiombu,|  that  on  their  account  there 
was  an  increase  in  expenses,  that  1,500  pagodas  were 
spent  in  alms  alone,  that  in  addition  to  these  charges, 
the  marriage  ceremonies  of  one  Dhanukkotti,  the 
son  of  Bill  ma  l^ao  Pandit,  the  younger  brother  of 
Srinivasa  Pandit  were  also  performed,  that,  this  wed- 
ding, too,  was  a  pretty  large  one,  that  Husain  Sahib 
gave  Rs.  1,000  towards  the  expenses,  that  Saiyid 
'All  Khan  also  gave  a  certain  sum,  that  Miyan  Sahib 
contributed  200  pagodas,  that  the  rest  was  his  own 
money,  and  that  the  ceremony,  on  the  whole,  was 
an  imposing  one.  I  then  observed :  "  Srinivasa 
Pandit  possesses  a  remarkably  munificent  spirit, 
and  is  never  niggardly  as  some  are.      Few  acquire 


*  This  was  apparently  the  father-in-law  of  Ananda  Ranga  Pillai. 
t  Called  also  mark-bearing  Brdhmans.     Their  title  is  Pandit  or  Eao. 
+  A  small  metal-pot  usually  of  copper  or  lirass,  used  as  a  drinking  cup. 
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credit  as   he  does  by  spending,  when  opportunities      Chap. 
offer,  money  with   discretion.      Does   not  liberality       — 

1746. 

betoken  a  good  heart  ?" 

Gopala  Aiyangar  continued  :  "  There  was  a  differ-  Keer^^ 
ence  bet^\^een  the  Kammalars  *  and  the  Kavarais  on  Xft?omat 

a  festival. 

the  seventh  day.  This  hindered  the  drawing  of  the 
car;  and  the  festival  was  resumed  only  on  the  night 
of  the  eighth  day,  after  communication  with  Sam- 
pati  Rao  at  Arcot,  and  receipt  of  instructions  from 
him ;  both  factions  having  then  acquiesced  in  the 
conduct  of  the  procession  in  the  manner  obtaining  at 
Kumbakonam." 

After    this,    Venkata    Dikshatar    conducted    me  conversa- 

'  •  tion  with 

inside  the  house,  where  he  said  to  me:  "  The  mother  SSar; 

„  f       1  111  •  •  coneerning 

01  one  ot  the  women    wiio  brougrht  a   suit  ao-amst  iiis  pii^ate 

*-'  C  affairs. 

me  about  seven  or  eight  years  back^  came  here, 
and  asked  for  my  sister.  On  being  informed 
by  some  one  that  she  had  left  this  long  ago,  sb.e 
made  inquiries  concerning  my  affairs."  I  replied: 
*'  Be  the  purpose  of  her  visit  what  it  may,  you  know  wanst 
the  character  of  the  present  Governor.  He  would  |!^^°^*' 
not  be  satisfied  that  the  case  was  one  adjudicated 
on  and  settled  in  the  days  of  M.  Dumas.  He  would 
first  put  you  in  close  confinement,  without  even 
permitting  you  to  go  out  for  your  meals,  and  would 
not  release  you  until  he  had  ascertained  the  facts,  and 


*  The  Kammalars  form  the  Goldsmitli  caste,  antl  aie  one  of  the  "  left 
hand"  faction.  The  Kavarais,  known  also  as  Balijas,  are  the  trading 
caste  of  the  Teliigus,  and  belong  to  t})(>  "  liohf  hand."  Quarrels  on 
qncstions  of  religious  observances  are  common  between  these  two  great 
divisions  of  the  Hindu  community. 
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satisfied  himself  that  you  were  destitute,  and  without 
means,  and  this  he  wouhl  do  only  after  you  had 
been  put  to  a  deal  of  trouble.  If  you  therefore  leave 
this  to-morrow  for  the  marriage,  instead  of  doing  so 
three  days  hence,  we  shall  see  what  will  happen." 

After  paying  my  respects  to  my  priest,  who  was 
waiting  for  me  in  the  street,  I  took  leave  of  him,  got 
into  my  palanquin,  and  proceeded  on  my  way  back  to 
my  house.  On  the  road  I  was  overtaken  by  a  squall 
of  wind  from  the  west,  the  violence  of  which  1  can 
hardly  describe  ;  and  it  was  half-past  7  when  I  arrived 
at  the  gate  of  the  city.  Here  I  was  met  by  some 
persons  who  invited  me  to  a  marriage  at  the  house 
of  Annapilrna  Aiyan,  where  the  ceremony  was  just 
about  to  be  performed.  In  response  to  their  invi- 
tation, I  went  there,  attended  the  wedding,  and 
returned  home  at  9. 

Nothino;  remarkable  has  been  heard  in  the  town. 
The  eyes  of  all  here  are  fixed  upon  the  sea  looking 
for  the  appearance  of  the  tradeships.  The  non- 
arrival  of  these  is  a  divine  punishment  for  the 
manifold  vices  of  the  townsfolk.  But  He  knoweth 
that  they  can  endure  the  strain  no  longer,  and  I 
trust  that  He  will  look  upon  them  with  compassion, 
and  restore  them  to  happiness.  But  His  mind  is 
impenetrable  and  we.  His  creatures,  will  only  be 
granted  what  is  in  accordance  with  our  deserts. 

Tuesdaij,  ll^fh  Jvv,c  171^6,  or  k-tli  Ani  of  Ahshaija. — 
This  morning  at  7,  a  flag  was  hoisted  as  a  signal 
that    a    ship   had    been    sighted    in    the    southern 


ilXPEGTED  ARRIVAL  OF  THE  FRENCH  SQUADRON.  QQ 

quarter.     The  Governor,  who  had  e^one  full  of  ioy  to      Chai-. 
*  .  .  XVIII. 

the  terrace  of  his  house  to  look  at  her,  received  in-       — 

1  '7SC 

telligence  by  a  catamaran  which  had  been  despatched 
to  her  that  she  belonged  to  Hasan  Marakkayan,  |,';°J„^^*^ 
and  was  on  her  way  from  Porto  Novo  to  Merkanam, 
to  obtain  a  cargo  of  salt.  When  the  note  contain- 
ing this  information  was  read  to  the  Governor,  he 
retired  moodily  to  his  house. 

As    I    was    in    the     areca-nut     storehouse,   M.  lion\"ith 
Bruyeres,  who  is  a  member  of  Council   and  Attor-   Hrny^res 
ney  of  the  King,  passed   by,  accompanied   by   M.  iJesma.ots. 
Desmarets  ;  and  stepping    up    to   me,  inquired  the 
news  of  the  day.     "What  is    there,"  said  I,  "but 
the    universal    cry   for    the    arrival    of    the    trade- 
ships."     Upon    this    they  acquainted  me    with  the  hlmnews 
following  intelligence,  which  they  said  that  they  had  squldroif! 
heard  from   M.  de  Bausset  yesterday,  viz.,  that  the 
Governor  had  received  advice  that  the  squadron  had 
reached  Mascareigne  on  3rd  February ;  that  it  was 
likely  to  be  here  on  30th  May  ;  and  that  he  had  been 
required  to  have  in  readiness  some  goods  and  food- 
stuffs.    'J'hey  observed  that  there  would  be  no  further 
delay,  and  that  the  ships  would  undoubtedly  arrive 
in  the  roads  within  ten  days.      They  then  intjuired  Ask  diarist 

*•  "-^  why  he  has 

why  I  had  not  yet  been  appointed  to  the  Company's  fj^^,p* 
courtiership  ;  knowino;  as  they  did,  that  the  Governor  companV's 

i-  ^  •  ^  courtier. 

had   already    addressed    the    Directors    concerning 
me,  by  the  ship  which  had  sailed  for  France  from 
Trantjuebar.     I  told  them  that  I  preferred  to  remain  Jj';,^/;;/,'^^^, 
a  merchant,   and   that  there  was  nothing  so   very  '*"''^''''- 


to 
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exalted  about  the  position.  They  however  expressed 
their  behef  that  the  delaj  in  the  matter  was  either 
due  ro  my  failure  to  pay  money,  or  to  the  slackness  of 
business  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  the  sliips,  and 
they  observed  that  as  the  Directors  had  been  advised 
of  iny  appointment,  it  could  not  be  revoked,  and 
conferred  upon  another.  I  then  stated  that  the 
Governor  had  not  communicated  to  me  anything  on 
the  subject,  and  that  I  was  far  from  being  solicitous 
regarding  it. 

There  is  nothing  else  worthy  of  note  this  day. 
Wednesdaij,  15th  June  17 U6,  or  5th  Ani  of  Aksho.ija. 
—  A   bullock   belonging  to  Venkatachala  Aiyan,  of 
Trichinopoly,  which  was  straying  near  the  northern 
Madras  gate,  took  fright  at  the  sight  of  some  Euro- 
peans, and  sprang  on  to  the  ramparts.     The  officer 
at  the  gate,  a  young  man  named  Changeac,  seized  the 
animal,  and  refused  to  give  it  up.     This  news  was 
communicated  to  me  by  one  of  Venkatachala  Aiyan' s 
men,  and    Krimasi    Pandit.      I    asked    the    latter 
whether  the  officer  had  disregarded  what  he,  also, 
said.     He  replied  :  '*  J  ust  as  the  bullock  was  caught, 
I  by  chance  went  to  the  spot,  and  there  a  report  of 
the  matter  was  made  to  me  by  all  these  men.     I 
then  pressed  the  officer  to  restore  the  beast  to  its 
owner,  but    he    persistently  refused.     It   does   not 
look  as  if  he  would  part  with  it  unless  you  speak  a 
word  to  the  Governor  on  the  subject."     I  rejoined: 
"  This  is  a  very  trifling  alfair,  and  one   not  worth 
my   intervention.     You    had    better   represent   the 
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matter  to  M.  de  Bury."     Assenting  to  this,  he  went      Ohap. 

•^  -111  XVIII. 

to  that  gentleman,  and  stated  what  had  taken  place,       — 

.  1746. 

M.  de  Bury  thereupon  spoke  to  the  captain  of  the  Matter  ' 

-'  •■  A  ^  rep. lit ed  to 

guard  at  the  court-house,  and  despatched  an    East  M.deK.uy. 
Indian  to  the  officer  at  the  Madras  gate,  to   ask  him 
to  release  the  bullock.     But  the  latter   sent  word  in  f^j^^j'^^^^^, 
reply  that  he  would  not  do  so.    M.  de  Bury  then  sent  '■^^'"^''^• 
M.  Courblan,  a  European,  to  repeat  the  request,  with 
which  the  officer  again  declined  to  comply.     He  then  ™s^g^^ 
sent  word  to  him  that  unless  he  restored  the  animal, 
he  would  be  made  to  pay  double  its  value.     He  also 
sent  a  note  to  him  through    Kriinasi  Pandit,  who 
transmitted  it  by  a  peon.     On  perusing  this,  the 
officer  ordered  that  the  bullock  should  be  shot  with  omeer 

pauses 

a  pistol,  and  its  flesh  dressed  and  served  up  as  be'Zt\"or 
food.  He  also  handed  to  the  messenger  a  reply  for 
delivery  to  M.  de  Bury.  Venkatachala  Aiyan's  men 
communicated  to  Krim^si  Pandit  the  order  issued  by 
the  officer,  and  also  furnished  me  with  the  informa- 
tion. The  peon  presented  the  answer  of  the  officer 
to  M.  de  Bury  who,  after  reading  it,  merely  bade  him 
depart.  On  hearing  this,  I  told  Krimasi  Pandit  to 
intimate  what  had  happened  to  the  Governor,  as 
thouo-h  he  was  doino-  so  of  his  own  motion.     Accord-  Krimasi 

'='  "  Pandit 

ingly,  taking  the  chief  of  the  peons,   and    Chinna  u;i';7eMo 
Mudali,  along  with  him,  he  made  a  full  report  to  the 
(xovernor,  mentioning  in  detail  all  the  facts  recorded 
above.     The  Governor  asked  him  who  the  Brahman 
was.     Krimasi  Pandit  replied  :   "  He  is  said  to  have  oonvers!.- 

•    •  A  tion  on  tlie 

come  from  Trichinopoly  to  Ranga  Pillai.     It  is,  on  ''"''J^'''- 
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this  account,  that  Ranga  Pillai  has  interested  himself 
so  much  in  the  matter,  and  has  sought  the  inter- 
ference of  M.  de  Bury,  and  that  the  latter  has 
communicated  with  the  officer  five  or  six  times." 
The  Governor  then  summoned  M.  Duquesne,  and 
said  something  to  him,  on  which  he  proceeded  to  the 
north  gate,  and  spoke  to  the  officer  there.  He  found 
that  the  animal  had  been  slaughtered,  and  that  the 
ground  was  covered  with  its  blood.  The  Governor, 
on  receipt,  at  5  o'clock,  of  intimation  of  this,  ordered 
that  the  officer  should  be  committed  to  custody  in 
the  fort,  that  another  should  be  detailed  in  his  stead 
at  the  gate,  and  that  the  value  of  the  bullock  should 
be  recovered  from  the  delinquent.  It  was  a  surprise 
to  everybody  that  he  should  have  interfered  so 
actively.  One  may  naturally  ask:  "  ^Yhy?  What 
reason  is  there  for  astonishment  ?  It  was  surely 
a  matter  which  called  for  investigation,  "  The  fact 
is  that  heretofore  the  Governor  has  neglected  to 
institute  inquiries  such  as  these,  with  the  result 
that  the  soldiers  and  other  Europeans  have  freely 
indulged  in  outrages,  and  have  acted  in  defiance  of 
alllaw.  The  prompt  investigation  of  the  offence 
has  therefore  evoked  the  universal  surprise  that 
it  has, 

I  received  a  letter  to-day  from  Hangappa  Na- 
yakkan,  the  dubctsh  of  Mr.  Hinde,  Governor  of 
Fort  St,  David,  In  it  he  mentioned  that  his  master 
had  bidden  him  write  to  me  to  communicate  to  the 
Governor,  on  his  behalf,  the  following-  messaffe  : — 
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"  I  hope  that  your  Governor,  his  wife,  and  Chap. 
children,  are  well.  Give  my  best  compliments  to  him.  -•— 
Please  ascertain  from  him,  and  let  me  know,  whether  its 

contents. 

he  wishes  to  have  Madeira  or  other  European  wine. 
1  will  send  what  he  wants.  Tell  him  that  1  have  made 
this  inquiry,  and  communicate  to  me  his  wishes. 
Please  destroy  this  letter,  so  that  no  one  else  may 
read  it." 

I  repaired  to  the  Governor  this  evening  at  half-  These 

^  ^  comniuni- 

past  6-     He  was  seated  in  his  drawing-room,  siriok-  fToV^ruw. 
ing,  and  I  mentioned  to  him  the  contents  of  the 
letter,  as  recorded  above.     He  said  that  he  would 
give  me  a  reply  on  the  morrow.     T  then  took  leave 
of  him,  and  went  home 

Last  night  at  about  11,  seven  or  eight  distant  l^^^^^ 

1         £  1  J  heard  at 

reports  oi  cannon  were  heard.  nisht. 

Thursday^  16th  June  17/^6,  or  6th  Ani  of  Akshaya. 
— This  morning,  I  summoned  my  L^lap^ttai  agent 
Rayal  Aiyan,  who  has  been  here  for  the  last  thirty  or 
forty  days,  and  showed  him  a  statement  with  which 
I  had  been  furnished,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
he  had  received  at  L^lap^ttai  about  5,000  rupees. 
He  admitted  that  this  was  true.     I  then   charwd  Diarist 

o  accuses  his 

him  with   having,  for  his  own  benefit,  and,  without  a^ent'of 

1  •  T  T        r  IT       f'iiihcz»l«- 

my  authority,  disposed  oi  areca-nut,  cotton-thread,  mci.t. 
chests  of  opium,  and  some  piece-goods,  and  having 
thereby  caused  a  loss  of  about  5,000  pagodas.  I 
inquired  why  he  had  pledged  opium  and  a  quantity 
of  piece-goods,  which,  in  consequence,  remaiued 
unsold,  why  he  had  allowed  arrears  to  accumulate, 
and  why  he  had  permitted  his  accounts  to  get  into 

10  VOL.  1 1. 
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confusion,  and  not  adjusted  the  balances,  thus 
rendering  it  impossible  to  ascertain  what  I  owed,  or 
what  was  due  to  me.  T  pointed  out  that  owing  to  his 
remissness  in  keeping  the  accounts,  and  his  having 
mixed  up  the  outstanding  arrears  and  the  amounts 
borrowed  on  the  security  of  goods,  a  sum  of  no  less 
than  30,000  rupees  had  become  difficult  of  adjust- 
ment. I  asked  him  whj  he  had  refused  to  come 
for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts,  when  I  liad 
summoned  him  for  that  purpose,  and  why  he  had 
spoken  disrespectfully  on  receipt  of  an  urgent  re- 
qaisition  from  me  for  money,  using  words  sucli  as 
'  he  has  gone  mad' ;  and  '  let  him  go. '  He  thereupon 
replied  in  an  impertinent  tone,  which  provoked  me 
so  much  that  I  gave  him  four  or  five  boxes  on  the 
ears,  and  ordered  him  to  be  imprisoned  at  the  court- 
house. I  then  proceeded  to  my  areca-nut  store, 
where  two  or  three  men  came  to  me,  and  asked 
that  the  Briihman  mig;ht  be  detained  in  the  house 
of  the  chief  of  the  peons  during  the  day,  and 
in  the  court-house  by  night.  I  accordingly  sent 
word  to  the  jailor  to  keep  him  under  detention  as 
requested.  The  fellow  does  not  deserve  to  be 
treated  with  leniency ;  not  only  in  view  of  his 
reckless  extravagance,  but  also  of  his  insolent  beha- 
viour, and  of  his  abuse  of  me  before  the  petty  bazaar- 
keepers  at  L^l^pettai.  I  make  no  doubt  that  this 
mishap  to  him  is  the  work  of  the  divine  will.  When 
his  family  applied  to  mj  father  for  protection,  they 
were  in  absolutely  indigent  circumstances  ;  starving 
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at  times  to  the  extent  of  four  or  five  meals  coDse-      Chap. 

XVIIl. 

cutivelj,  lacking  clothing  for  either  man  or  woman,       — 
and  consequently  ashamed  to  move  about  in  public. 
They  are  now  worth  2,000  or  3,000  pagodas,  lend 
money    to    tlie    petty- bazaar    merchants    at    L^la- 
pcttai,  and  are  partners  in  business.     Their  double  Hh'^^^^ 
dealings  with  one  to  Avhom  they  owe  all  their  affluence  atn-n°ued 
will   surely  excite  the  wrath    of  God.     With  what  ytive 

•z  justice  01 

other  punishments  He  purposes  to  visit  the  culprit,  1  ^*^''^'^"- 
do  not  know;  Heaven  alone  does.  God  has  placed  him 
in  li  is  existing  condition  by  making  me  the  instrument 
for  carrj-ing  out  His  will.  AVhat  other  thoughts  He 
may  later  on  evoke  in  my  heart,  I  myself  do  not  know. 
The  good  or  evil  that  l^efalls  one  is,  consequent 
on  the  nature  of  one's  past  deeds — meritorious  or 
otherwise — subject  to  divine  approbation,  and  it  is 
an  error  to  impute  it  to  the  agency  of  any  mortal. 

To-day,   owing^   to  some  eruptions  on  his  les^s  Governor 

•^  '  ^  ^  '-'       unuble  to 

which  have  caused  him  much  pain,  the  Governor  has  '1^ 


itO 

receive 
visitors 

refused  to  allow  visitors  to  sea  him.     All  those  who  indisposi- 
tion. 

went  to  pay  their  respects,  having  been  apprised  of 
the  order,  withdrew.  I  therefore  remained  at  my 
areca-nut  store-house,  and  returned  home  at  midday. 

This  afternoon,  a  communication  was  received  by  Letter  from 

a  spy  at 

Chinna  Mudali  from  the   sou  of  Arulanandan,   the  *iji='pore. 
catechist  at  Mylapore,  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  states  that 

•^        -*■  _  Governor 

furnishing,  from    time  to   time,   secret  intelligence  ^4viS*** 
concerning  the  affairs  of  Madras.     It  was  stated  in  h^'''^' 

requested 

this  that  the  Governor  of  Madras,  who  had  become  ',]|^Fr|,fch 
acquainted  with  his    dealings,   had  written    to  the  ihera^ 
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CiiAi'.     amaldar  of    Mjlapore    requesting  liim  to  seize  any 

■     Frencli  subjects  dwelling  there.     This  was  reported 

Tiii/    ■      to    the     Governor   of    Pondicher}^,   and  he    at  once 

Governor,     ordered   the    despatch  oi    a   letter  m  the  lollowmg 

terms   to   JIusain    Sahib   Tahir,  who    was  about  to 

proceed  to  Mylapore  : — 

wiio  writes  "  To  vou  there  is  no  distinction  between  our  men 

reiiion-  «^ 

Hrsa*idb°  and  those  of  the  English,  and  moreover  at  Madras 
all  persons,  of  whatsoever  nationality,  are  allowed 
to  go  where  they  please.  We  have  been  advised  that 
your  amaldar  has,  at  the  instance  of  the  Governor 
of  Madras,  issued  injunctions  for  the  apprehension 
jf  our  people  living  at,  or  having  occasion  to  visit 
Mylapore.  Is  he  justified  in  giving  such  an  order? 
Our  request  is  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  issue 
peremptory  orders  to  your  officers  and  men,  to  forbid 
interference  by  the  English  with  French  subjects  who 
have  either  to  sojourn  or  come  there  on  business. 
In  the  event  of  your  being  unable,  owing  to  your 
particular  liking  for  the  English,  to  comply  with  our 
request,  be  pleased  to  intimate  this  to  us  in  order  that 
we  may  direct  our  men  to  forbear  from  any  intercourse 
with  Mylapore.     We  ask  the  favour  of  a  reply." 

This  The   letter   referred   to  above,  accompanied  by 

another  addressed  to  Subbaiyan,  the  agent  of  the 
French,  was  despatched  to  Arcot  this  evening  at  6, 
by  a  Company's  peon. 

This  was  the  day  of  llie  celebration  of  the 
Sacrament.  Consequently  the  holy  elements  were 
brought  out  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  under  a  salute 


despatched 
to  Arcot 
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of  twenty-one  guns  from  the  fort.     The  Governor,      ci,^p. 
the  other  members  of  Council,  and  all  other  Euro- 
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peans,  and  all  Native  Christians,  received  the  blessed  yo,.,^ai^ 
Sacrament.     The  Governor  went  straio-ht  home,  but  of  tiie  Hoiy 

"  Eucharist. 

Madame  Dupleix  proceeded  to  the  asylum  for  the 
poor,  situated  near  the  washermen's  (juarters,  made 
some  kind  inquiries  of  them,  and  then  returned  to 
her  residence.  I  have  recorded  what  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  to-day. 

Fridaii,  17th  June  171^6,  or  7\h  Am  of  AksJuii^a. —  Norecep- 

•"  '  ./  .-7  tionin 

When  I  called  at  the  Governor's  house  this  morning,  f^juenwof 
I  found  that  he  had  not   risen,  as  he  was  suffering  Governor. 
from  lumbago,   head-ache,  and  pain  caused  by  the 
eruptions  on  his  legs.     Consequently  no  one  visited 
him,  and  there  was  no  durbar.*     Those  who  attended 
returned  home. 

At  noon,  four  Brahmans  brouo-ht  a  letter  from  a  letter 

'  '^  _  from  Mahe. 

Mahe.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  nothing  note- 
worthy in  this,  but  its  actual  contents  will  be  made 
known  in  due  course.  The  messengers  are  said  to 
have  covered  the  distance  in  thirteen  days. 

Satunlaif,  18th  Jiuie  17 h6,  or  8th  Ani  of  Ak-^haf/a,  Governor 
Neio   mooji.  — To-day,    also,    the   Governor  did   not  i'lfi'svoseii. 
appear,  owing  to  pain  in  his  loins.     Consequently, 
the  Deputy  Governor  and  others  waited  for  a  while 
in  the  drawing-room,  and  then  departed. 

This  morning  at  11,  the  Governor    sent  for  me 
and  said  :    "I   have  received  a  letter  from  Ilusain 


*  Court-Levec.     Here  the  meaning  is  reception  of  visitors  and  trans- 
action of  business. 
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Chap.  Sahib.     Why  have  you  not  3^et  disposed  of  the  suit 

^^^'  of  Suo-a  Sing  ?     Why  do  you   put  it  off  day  after 

(,ounior  day  ?    Please  make  haste  with  it."     I  replied  :  "  It  is 

diunst'to  all  but  ready.     I  will  bring  the  parties  here  in  two  or 

speedily  "^ 

dispose  Of  a    ^j^p^g  days,  and  settle  the  dispute  mj-our  presence. 

He  reioined  :    "Morning  and  evening,  I  am  worried 

with  this  matter.      Bring  it  to  a  conclusion,  without 

any  further  delay."     Just  then,  as  I  was  still  stand- 

r,    „..        ino"  before  the  Governor,  Chinna  Mudali,  who  had 

an"i1ncXd'  read   out  the  letter,  and   whose  spirits  were    raised 

for  ([ues- 

t'«n-  by  the  request  made  to  him  by  the  Governor  to  do 

this,  exclaimed  :  "  Why  have  you  not  yet  completed 
the  adjudication  of  the  case  ?  Please  explain  the 
delay."     I  replied:  "What  do  you  know  regarding 

s.iencedby  its   morlts  ?     You  had  better   reiuain   silent."     He 
then  held  his  tongue.    Madanaiida  Pandit  and  Chinna 

Why  Mudali  afterwards  said  to  me  :    "  Husain  Sahib  has 

addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  stating  that  the 
debt  due  to  hiui  lias  remained  unpaid  for  a  long 
time ;  that  he  has  to  celebrate  a  marriage  for  which 
money  is  now  required  ;  and  that  Nawab  Anwar-ud- 
din  Khan  has  complained  to  him  that  Suga  Sing's  suit 
has  not  been  disposed  of,  and  has  requested  that  as 
the  case  is  but  a  trifling  one  it  may  be  speedily 
settled.  The  Governor  has  summoned  you  because 
Husain  Sahib  referred  in  his  letter  to  the  subject 
of  the  suit  brought  by  Suga  Sing." 

The  Governor  again  sent  for  me,  and  said : 
"  You  must  pay  the  sum  required  by  Husain  Sahib. 
I  have   nothing  in   hand.     You  owe  the   Company 


Govevnni 
ment  ioned 
the  suit. 
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and  me  a  2'ood  deal,  and  you  must  undertake  to  Chap. 
furnish  me  with  the  amount.''  Yielding  to  his  re-  — - 
nuest,  I  rephed  :   "  So  be  it.    I  will  satisfy  the  claim."   H..<aiison 

1  '  ^  •  iliiirist  to 

After  I    had    uttered    these    words,    the    Governor  i;™^>Jfi 
observed  that  the  money  due  to  him  on  account  of  ilnsain 
silk  thread  had  yet  to  be  paid,  and  that  his  accountant 
had  informed    him    that    in    spite    of  his  frequent 
demands,  the  debtor  concerned  was  putting  him  off ; 
and  he  added  :     "  You  had    better  dispose  of  Suga  Again 

desires 

Sing's  suit  at  once."     With  these  remarks  he  began  |/i"p'f^f,f|^; 
to  move  away,     i  at  once   exclaimed:   '■'  nangappa  s. sing. 
N^yakkan,  the  dubash  of  the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  Diarist 

""  .  .     reminds 

David,  wrote  a  letter  to  me,  which  I  communicated  {'Jt'fg^^f,.^^^ 
to  you.  It  has  yet  to  be  answered."  He  observed  :  Davui.*' 
"  Yes.  Write  to  him  that  I  have  been  ill,  and  that 
there  has  consequently  been  a  delay  of  two  or  three 
days  in  replying.  Tell  him  that  thanksto  his  courtesy  ho  sives 
I  have  an  ample  stock  of  wine  at  present,  but  that,  as  to  reply. 
in  tho  event  of  ships  not  arriving  from  France,  I  will 
certainly  write  to  liim,  and  obtain  some.  Do  this 
politely,  in  terms  in  keeping  with  those  in  wliich 
his  letter  was  couched."  I  sent  an  answer  to  the 
foregoing  effect,  and  delivered  it  to  the  peon  who 
brought  the  letter  from  Fort  St.  David,  and  I  kepi 
a  copy. 

Movdatj,  20fh  June  17JiG,  orlOt/i  A-iii  ofAkshayn.—  ^^^^'''' 
This  day  at  1 1,  the  Governor  summoned  me,  showed 
me  some  pearls  which  he  intended  buying,  and  asked 
me  how  they  were  selling  in  the  market.      I  stated 
that   in    a    short   time    there    would    be    a    decided 
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sation 
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ship  seized 
by  Eiifflisli. 


fall  ill  the  value  of  pearls;  that  there  would  be  a 
large  importation  of  them  within  the  next  twenty 
days,  when  they  were  sure  to  become  very  cheap — so 
much  so  that  a  reduction  in  the  price  by  about  a  half 
might  be  expected — and  that  consequently  it  was  not 
desirable  to  purchase  them  now.  He  accordingly 
told  his  wife  to  return  them,  which,  she  did. 

The  Governor  then  gave  me  the  following  infor- 
mation concerning  the  three  ships  of  the  Company 
captured  by  Commodore  Barnet  on  their  way  hither 
from  China,  and  sold  by  him  to  the  Dutch.  It  was 
that  the  King  of  France  had  required  of  the  Dutch 
Company  the  restoration  of  the  vessels  in  question, 
that  the  latter  had  yielded  to  this  demand,  and  that 
the  ships  with  their  cargoes  had  consequently  again 
become  the  property  of  the  French  Company.  I  ex- 
pressed my  delight  at  this  news,  and  requested  him 
to  communicate  to  me  any  information  that  he  could 
concerning  the  Manilla  *  ship.  He  replied  :  "  The 
royal  standard  of  France  does  not  fly  at  Manilla. 
The  dominant  flag  there  is  that  of  a  Muhammadan — - 
a  bigoted  Muhammadan  —  and  the  point  is  not  one  on 
which  the  Company  ought  to  move  the  King.  Steps 
have  been  taken  in  other  directions.  But  nobody 
knows  the  will  of  Heaven  in  the  matter,  and  the 
predestined  fortunes  of  us  all." 

Thereupon  1  observed  :  "  It  will  be  of  no  avail  if 
the  undertaking  results  only  in  the  recovery  by  the 


*  This  refers  apparently  to  the  "vessel  from  Manillii "  mentioned  at 
pages  45  and  46, 
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Company  of   what   it   has  lost.     The  interests    of      Chaf. 

.  .  .  XVIII, 

many  merchants  in  this  town  are  involved,  and  you       — 
should  be   instrumental    in    the    recovery   of   their  Dianst 
money.     Successful  effort  on  your  part  in  this  direc-  ^ctVon' 
tion  will  greatly  redound  to  your  credit,  and  will  be  thff,'  ""^ 
a  meritorious  action." 

The  Governor  replied  :  "  It  is  all  God's  will.  I 
am  sure  that  He  purposes  that  our  efforts  should  be 
crowned  with  success."  I  rejoined :  "  The  out- 
come of  these  will  greatly  contribute  to  your  glory, 
and  that  of  the  Company." 

He  then  made  the  followino;   observations  touch-  Rp"i-"i^sof 
ing  the  prospects  of  the  affairs  of  the   English  and  pmsjecfs 

of  Eiifi'lisli 

Dutch  Companies  :  "  The  English  Company  is  bound  =^'^'^\^"nfes 

to    die   out.     It  has   long  been  in   an  impecunious 

condition,  and  what  it  had  to  its  credit  has  been  lent  to 

the  King,  whose  overthrow  is  certain.     The  loss  of 

its  capital  is  therefore  inevitable,  and  this  must  lead   Pi«^icts 

^  flow nf ill!  of 


to  collapse.  Mark  my  words.  The  truth  of  them 
will  be  brought  home  to  you  when  you,  ere  long,  find 
that  my  prophecy  has  been  realized.  In  like  manner ; 
the  Dutch  Company  is  destined  to  share  a  similar 
fate.  Its  expenses  continue  to  be  enormous,  whilst 
its  trade  has  considerably  decreased.  The  Dutch 
are,  moreover,  in  great  straits,  now  that  the  towns  in 
the  countries  bordering  on  Holland  have  become 
possessions  of  the  French,  as  have  also  the  cities 
and  the  provinces  on  both  the  banks  of  the  river 
which  debouches  into  the  sea  in  their  country.  This 
circumstance  is  particularly  disagreeable  to  them, 

11  VOL.    I  I  . 
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Diarist 
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aa  tlie  sea  and  the  river  form  their  chief  means  of 
communication.  Further,  the  Dutch  Compan}-  is 
robbed  by  the  very  people  who  are  in  its  service, 
and  consequently  the  latter  enrich  themselves  at  the 
cost  of  the  Company,  which  becomes  proportionately 
impoverished.  The  occupations  of  the  Dutch  are 
solely  confined  to  trade  and  commerce,  and  their 
State  owns  no  territorial  possessions.  These  causes 
must  conduce  to  the  collapse  before  long  of  this 
Company  also.  About  200  towns  belonging  to  the 
Dutch  were  captured  last  year  by  the  King  of  France, 
who,  however,  influenced  by  certain  motives,  after- 
wards restored  them.  But  having  been  disappointed 
in  his  expectations,  he  has  again  commenced  military 
operations  resulting  in  a  serious  loss  of  life  and 
property.  If  princes  hurry  themselves  into  any  act 
without  due  forethought,  their  undertakings  must  be 
attended  by  consequences  affecting  human  lives  and 
fortunes." 

I  concurred  with  the  sentiments  which  lie  had 
expressed,  and  related  certain  anecdotes  by  way  of 
illustration,  the  aptitude  of  which  he  admitted. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 
FBOM  JUNE  21S1\  Vikti,  TO  JULY  o2H,  171^6. 

A 

(lovernor  instructs    diarist     to    send    money    to    Alambarai—  Intimates 
expected  arrival  of  squadron  of  ]\1.  de  la  Bourdonuais  —  His  elation  at 
the  news — Satisfaction  of  diarist- — Money  sent  to  Alambarai — Govei'nor 
questions   diarist  as  to   payment   of  certain  debts  to   Company — Ho 
replies — Governor  takes  him  to  task   for    tlelay  in  supplying  goods — 
His  reply — Governor  alludes  to  difficulties  as  regards  funds  for  public 
charges—  Evasive  reply  of  diarist — Governor  demands  1,00U  pagodas— 
And  suggests  that  another  man  should  give  Es.  1,000 — Conversation 
on  the  subject —  Governor  insists  on  payment — Eeflections  of  diarist  on 
his  difficulties— Festival  of  Eve  cf   St.  John— Ceremonies  observed — 
Saint's  day  of  Madame   Dupleix — Visits  paid  to  her— Paddy  sent  for 
sale  at  Pondichery  —  Man  in  charge  brings  letter  from  the  Nawab  — 
Governor  receives  this  from  the  bearer — Finds  that  it  asks  exemption 
of  paddy  from  duty — Kequest  refused — Diarist  informed  of  critical 
condition  of  V.  Venkataiyan — Suggestion  made  as  regards  means  of 
relieving   anxiety   of  invalid — He  goes   to  Governor — Finds  him  dic- 
tating a  letter — He  desires  diarist  to  prepare  a  draft,  and  instructs  him 
as  to  heads — Chinua  Mudali  tells  diarist  of  anger  of  Governor  at  his 
inability  to  draft  from  his  instiuctions — Madananda  Pandit  requests 
Chinna  Mudali  to  take  a  certain  memorandum  to  Governor — Explains 
nature  of  case  to  which  it  relates,  and  how  to  be  disposed  of — All 
three  go    to  Governor — Who,  after  hearing   contents   of  the   paj^er. 
passes   orders — Diarist   attends   a   marriage  — Tirukkami    Chetti  and 
he  intimate  hopeless  illness  of    V.  Venkataiyan  to   Governor — Who 
directs  that  he  be  strictly  guarded — Diarist  visits  the  sick   man— 
Conversation  with  medical  attendant— Death  of  Venkataiyan — Diarist 
reports    tliis    to   Governor,  who  asks   what   is    to  be    done — Diarist 
relates  the  circuu.stances  under  which  Venkataijau  was  imprisoned, 
and  what  subsequently   occurred — States  that  formal  award  should 
now  be  made — And  Sunguvar  be  held  responsible  for  any  defalcations 
found — Krimasi  Pandit  deputed  to  communicate  this — Those  to  whom 
the    message    delivered,  object — Governor,    on  hearing  this,  decides 
that  they  must  make  good  any  loss — They  submit — Further  erdersof 
Governor — Kequest  that  Madras  gate  may  be  kept  opeu  on  for  certain 
purpose  complied  with — Governor  directs  that   Adiappa  Chetti  sliall 
not  leave   Pondichery — Council  meets — French  spy  at  Madras  aids 
escapes  of  prisoners — Detected  and  punished — Letter  from  M.  Paradis 
to  Governor  regarding  a  debt  due  by  agent  of  diarist — Governor  upbraids 
him — Diarist  explains-  Governor  ord(u-s  him  to  write  to  M.Paradis-Ho 
does  80-  Receives  certain  letters  iuforuiing  him  that  his  agent  refuses 
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J,  payment  — And  has  been  imprisoned  — Despatches  from  Surat— Further 

XIX."  couversation  with  Governor  regarding  debt  due  to  M.  Par^uls— Gov- 

eruor  iusists  on    prompt  payment,  and  suggests  dismissal   of  agent — 

1.746.  Diarist  consents — Chiniia   Mudali  and   he  decide  to  prefer   ooniijiaiut 

against  M.  Paradis. 


msuuotT  [Tupschi!/],  21d  June  1 7h6,  or  11th  Aul  ^f  Aksliana. 

Un'r^  "     — At  half-past  10  this  morning-,  the  Governor  sent 

money  to  -t^ 

Aia.nbarai.  £q^  ^^^  g^^^^j  ^^^^  instructions  to  forward  Rs.  50  to  the 
master  of  the  sloop  at  Alambarai,  and  to  write  to  him 
to  get  her,  as  also  the  ship  lying  there,  in  readiness 
to  set  sail.       He   then   said  :    "  Rangappa,    I  have 

lutinxates     recoived  intelliofence  that  nine  French  ships  are  on 

tohim  °  ^ 

an'hSf      their  way  hither.     A  brigantine  which  fell  in  with 
Fivnc'ir*^    them  on  her  way  from  Ceylon  to   Negapatam  was 

shijts. 

compelled  to  produce  her  passport  to  prove  that 
she  belonged  to  the  Dutch,  The  captain  reported 
the  matter  to  the  Governor  of  Negapatam,  who 
communicated  the  news  to  all  his  Councillors.*'  He 
showed  me  a  letter  from  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and 
expressed  himself  gratified  at  its  contents.  With 
joy.rf  great  joy  he  informed  me  that — God  willing — M, 
at"tiu'"nrws  (j(3  la  Bourdonnais  would  arrive  here  in  a  day  or 

of  aiiproaeh 

Bo^donl''  two,  and  observed  that  had  he  waited  to  intercept 
the  English  ships,  he  could  have  reached  this  with 
them,  only  on  the  15th  July.  I  remarked  that  good 
fortune  was  on  his  side,  and  said  other  things  palat- 
able to  him.     These  pleased  him  very  greatly,  and 

satisfac.on  awakened  in  his  heart  inexpressible  delight.  The 
sight  of  his  raptures  produced  happiness  in  me  also, 
and  I  thought  within  myself,  and  believed  with 
some  feeling  of  certainty,  that  God  would  bless  him 


of  diarist. 
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with    many    more   occasions   for  experiencing   still      Chap. 

greater  satisfaction.  -V 

I  despatched  the  money  and  a  palmyia  leaf  letter  Moi.ey  ' 

J  •      •  T  T  T  '  Sent  to 

to  Alambarai,  m  order  that  the  sloop  and  the  ship  Aiar..i,aiai. 
which  were  there  might  be  kept  ready  to  depart. 

Thursdaij,  23rd  'June  17lf6,or  13th  Aui  of  Akshuija.  Govemoi- 
— This    morning^  at    9,    when  T  reached   the   Gov-  '^'■^i'^;'. 

~  '  regarding 

ernor's  house,  he  said  to  me  :    "  You  owe  money  to  of'debT^ 
the  Company.      What  have  you  to  say  touching  pay-  company. 
ment?"    I  replied:    "It  is   only  live  or   six   days  He  replies, 
since  you  mentioned  this  to  me.     If  you  press  me  so 
constantly,  what  can  I  say  ?     1  will  make  over  to  you 
whatever  I  can  get  together  during  the  next  fifteen  or 
twenty  days.     I  have  already  told  you  that  I  would  Governor 

•'  "^  J  J  takes  him 

do  SO.  What  more  can  I  submit?"  He  then  said  suppiJof*° 
"  How  many  days  ago  did  I  speak  to  you  about  canvas. 
canvas  ?  You  delay  in  everything.  You  fail  even  to 
supply  goods,  though  you  do  not  pay  your  debts.  I 
do  nor  understand  what  you  really  have  on  your 
mind.  Yv'hat  is  it  ?  Tell  me  plainly  that  you  have 
had  losses,  and  1  hat  you  are  unable  to  pay  me.  There 
will  then  be  an  end  to  the  matter,  and  I  will  no  longer 
demand  the  money."     I    replied:    "  The  canvas  has  Herepiic 

on  tills 

already  come,  and  1  reported  this  to  M.  Cornet  •'"'"'• 
on  the  very  day  that  it  arrived.  He  however 
bade  me  keep  it  until  sent  for.  This  has  been 
the  cause  of  the  delay.  If  required  I  can  furnish 
it  this  moment."  AVithout  making  any  further 
remark,  he  merely  said  :  "  Why  have  you  not 
supplied  it   already?"  and    continued;    "How   am 
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(tovenior 

allutU'S  to 

(lilliculties 

us  legards 

fumls  lor 

puhlic 

charges. 

Evasive 

reply 

of  diarist. 


Governor 
demands 
of  him  1,000 
])a,irodas  to 
pay  est;«b- 
lishnient. 


And 

sasTfrests 
that 

Sesliaehala 
Chetti 
should  give 
Rs.  1.000. 


Coiiversa- 
lion  on  the 

subject . 


Governor 
insists  on 
diarist 
meeting  his 
demand. 


1  to  meet  the  pay  and  other  charges  of  establish- 
ments until  the  ships  of  the  Company  arrive  ?  I  can 
manage  somehow  or  other  this  month.  But  when 
the  next  comes  I  shall  have  to  sell  my  plate  and  other 
articles  of  table  furniture,  and  my  wife's  jewels." 
My  reply  to  this  was  ;  "  Why  does  God  bring- 
about  such  difficulties  in  your  case  ?  Your  heart  is 
such  that  He  will  grant  you  the  enjoyment  of  all 
happiness."  He  exclaimed  :  "  Well,  you  must  by 
some  means  or  other  arrange  to  let  me  have  1,000 
pagodas  to  meet  the  charges  of  establishment  for 
next  montlj.  Please  do  not  raise  any  objections." 
After  having  thu.-.  spoken,  he  moved  on  ;  but  sud- 
denly standing  still  said  :  "If  Seshachala  Chetti 
would  pay  1,000  rupees  now,  it  would  be  of  some 
service."  I  replied  :  "  He  has  pledged  some  jewels 
with  me,  engaging  to  return  the  amount  borrowed 
in  a  month,  and  redeem  them.  If  you  so  desire, 
I  will  bring  them  to  you  at  once."  His  answer  to 
this  was  :  "  Never  mind.  Give  me  the  money  when 
he  pays  it  to  you.  But  do  not  forget  the  1,000 
pagodas  for  which  I  have  asked  of  3^ou.  You  must 
srive  them  to  me  in  time  to  enable  me  to  distribute 
the  pay  of  the  establishment."  Being  of  opinion 
that  as  matters  stood  it  was  not  proper  to  manifest 
any  hesitation,  I  said  :   "  Very  well." 

But  in  what  terms  can  I  describe  the  straitened 
condition  of  my  circumstances  at  present  ?  Who  can 
avoid  what  the  divine  will  imposes  ?  It  is  indeed 
hard  to  bear  the  difficulties  with  which  God  has  now 


REFLECTIONS  OF  DIARIST  ON  BIS  DIFFICULTIES.  87 


beset  me,  and  I  pray  that  He,  in  His  grace,  will  pardon      Chap. 

"  XIX 

me  for  any  sins  that  T  may  have  committed,  and  save      ' 

me  from  disgrace.     The  mighty  Governor  has  applied  Reiieotions 

.  '  of  diarist 

to  me  lor  money  m  terms  almost  tliose  of  a  bes"2:Mr.  7.' !"^  . 
I  would  rather  die  than  smile,  show  my  teeth,  and 
express  my  inability  to  meet  his  wishes.     God  trieth  Hevinoes 

his  reliiuicc 

me  in  whatever  ways  it  seeraeth  to  Him  good.  But,  '^"<^«'- 
little  do  the  common  folk  know  of  the  divine  will. 
They  may  deliver  themselves  of  anything  that 
their  fancy  suggests,  and  we  must  be  prepared 
to  bear  with  their  words.  However  bitter  may  be 
our  complaints  and  troubles,  that  which  according 
to  the  heavenly  decree  must  from  time  to  time  occur, 
must  come  to  pass,  and  cannot  be  averted,  even  to 
the  extent  of  the  smallest  atom.  In  this  world, 
when  anything  befalls  a  man  which  he  can  regard 
with  pride,  he  is  called  a  capable  person ;  but  any 
reverse  that  he  encounters  is  attributed  to  his 
incapacity,  and  evil  nature.  Few  will  assign  such 
accidents  to  the  will  of  God.  But  personally,  and  as 
"ar  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  transferrino;  the  whole 
burden  of  my  cares  upon  Him,  trustfully  leaving  it 
to  Him  to  dispose  of  my  affairs  according  t;o  his 
pleasure.     I  returned  home  in  this  frame  of  mind. 

There  was  a  festival  this  evening  on  account  of  iMstivai 

'^  of  K\(-  of 

the  Eve  of  the  Nativity  of  St.  John.     It  is  usual  on  s?'.ioi!m *^' 
this  occasion  to   build   and  light  a   bonfire   on  the 
esplanade  to  the  south  of  the  fort,  and  westward   of 
the  entrance  to  the  church  of  the  Capuchins.     Ac- 
cordingly, the  Governor  and  the  priests  set  fire  to  it 
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Ceremonies 
on  tins 
occasion. 

Sii'iiU'Ss  ol' 
Europeans 
present. 


Festival 
continued. 

Saint's  da.v 
of  Madiimr 
Duiilcix. 


Diarist  and 
others  visit 
her. 


Amaldar  of 
Porto  >'ovo 
sends 
paddy  for 
sale  at 
Pondi- 
chery. 


first,  and  the  other  torch- bearers  then  followed  their 
example.  Three  vollevs  were  fired  bv  the  detach- 
ment  of  troops  which  was  in  attendance.  These 
were  succeeded  bj  a  salute  of  twenty- one  guns  from 
the  fort  and  the  ship.  Nevertheless,  all  the  spec- 
tators, including  myself,  felt  sad,  as  we  noticed  that 
there  was  no  cheerfulness  in  the  countenances  of 
the  Europeans  who  had  come  to  witness  the  clispla}^ 
I  afterwards  returned  home. 

Fridaji,  2Iftli  June  17 U6,  or  llfth  Aniof  Akslunja .— 
This  morning,  also,  there  were  festivities  in  honour 
of  St.  John.  It  was  moreover  the  Saint's  day  of 
Madame  Dupleix.  Three  volleys  and  twenty-one 
guns  were,  in  accordance  with  custom,  fired  at  dav/n. 
Ao-ain,  durinsf  service  at  the  church,  which  took  place 
at  8  o'clock,  three  volleys,  as  also  three  salutes  of 
twenty-one  guns  each,  were  as  usual  fired.  These 
were  returned  with  a  similar  number  by  the  ship. 

As  this  was  Madame  Dupleix 's  Saint's  day,  I 
visited  her  early  in  the  morning — at  half-past  7. 
Latei'  on,  Chinna  jVUidali,  my  brother,  and  others, 
paid  their  respects.  The  merchants  presented  them- 
selves before  her  at  half-past  10.  The  mint  officers 
and  others  will  all  do  the  like  to-day  and  to-mori'ow. 
The  visits  were  in  accordance  with  custom.  Up  to 
noon,  there  was  nothing  else  worthy  of  note. 

Sahirikiij,  25th  June  17Jf6,  or  15fh  Am  <>/  Ak- 
sliajic — Shaikh  Muhammad  Hadi,  the  amaldar  of 
Porto  Novo,  having  sought  my  assistance  for  the 
sale  at  Pondichery  of  some  paddy  from  his  village, 
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Rettai  Alao:r^O[iam,  I  obtained  for  him  the  requisite      Chai-. 

■  ■  XIX. 

license  from  the  Grovernor.     This  morning  at  8,  he      

•  1746. 

sent  2,000  kalams  *   of  paddy  for  sale,   and  with  Man  in  * 

'  ,        charge 

it  a  letter  under  seal  from  Nawab  Anwar-ud-din  {^''^t'^^'tr^,,, 
Khan  addressed  to  tha  Governor,  in  which  the  ex- 
emption of  this  from  duty  was  sought.  The  person 
entrusted  with  the  delivery  of  the  letter,  without 
obtaining  the  previous  permission  of  the  Governor* 
and  without  making  any  inquiries  at  the  town-gate* 
abruptly  entered  the  city,  dismounted  at  the  Com- 
pany's counting-house,  and  forwarded  intimation  of 
his  arrival  to  Chinna  Mudali  who,  in  return,  sent 
word  asking  the  object  of  his  errand,  but  the  mes- 
senger refused  to  specify  it.  The  man  stated  that 
it  was  a  matter  which  could  not  be  revealed  to  Chinna  Refuses  to 

state  his 

Mudali,  and  one  with  which  the  Governor  should  except  to 
personally  be  made  acquainted,  and  he  refused  even 
to  deliver  the  despatch  which  he  had  brought.  All 
this  was  communicated  to  the  Governor,  who  sum- 
moned M.  de  Bury,  and  directed  him  to  call  upon  the 
officer  at  Yazhudavlir  to  report  why  the  guard  at  the  who  at 

^  ,/  o  lirst.  directs 

gate  there  had  allowed  this  individual  ingress  to  the  lolhe^'" 
city.     It  afterwards  occurred  to  the  Governor  that  "fthe' 

•J  messenger. 

he  micrht  be  the  bearer  of  a  communication  from  the 
Nawab  in  connection  with  the  suit  of  Suga  Sing. 
He  then  sent  for  me,  and  asked  what  I  thought  that 
the  purport  of  the  despatch  could  be,  and  whether  it 


*  A  measure  containing  two  merkals.    The  capacity  of  ihe  old  merkal 
was  750  cubic  inches. 

12  VOIi.  1  I  . 
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Chap,     could  coiicem  Suga  Sing.     I  suggested  to  him  the 

-^      possibilitj'  of  its  relating  to  the  jewels  of  the  Guzerati 

merchant,   which   had    been    detained    at   Karikal. 

quenti.v       Thereupon,  he  instructed  Lazar  to  summon  the  bearer 

■  the  bearer    of  tho  Nawab's  letter,   received  it,  caused  it  to  be 

of  the  letter  ' 

tains^eon-'  ^®^^'  ^ud  fouud  that  it  convojed  a  request  for  the 
exemption  from  taxation  of  the  paddj  sent.  The 
Governor  smiled,  and  said  to  the  messenger  :  "  This 
is  a  trifling  affair  regarding  which  it  is  not  worth 
the  while  of  the  Nawab  to  write  to  me.  Although 
his  interests  are  identical  with  mine,  and  although 
I  would  gladly  do  anything  to  gratify  his  wishes, 
deciuies'to^'  and  am  ever  seeking  for  opportunities  to  serve  him, 
flquest'*^     yet  I  regret  that  compliance  with  the  request  made 

which  it  ... 

conveys.  in  tMs  letter  is  a  matter  beyond  my  power.  The 
duty  leviable  belongs  directly  to  the  King,  and  hence 
the  imposition  of  it  cannot  be  dispensed  with  by  me." 

Reply  The  Governor  also  caused  a  reply  to  this  effect 

despatched.  "^ 

to  be  prepared  and  despatched. 

Dianst  Sunday,  26tli  Jmw  1 71^-6,  or  16th  Ani  ofAksha iia. — 

conditionot  Margasagaya  Chetti  informed  me  last   night   that 

WiyaT.  ^"    Velamuri  Venkataiyan  was  so  ill  that  his  life  was 

despaired  of.     I  was  in  the  arecanut  storehouse  this 

morning  considering  whether  I  should  communicate 

this  news  to  the  Governor,  when  Tirukkami  Chetti 

arrived.     He  said  :   "  Yelamuri  Venkataiyan,  who  is 

now  ill,  burns  with  a  desire  to  go  to  Madras,  and  see 

his  children  there,  and  his  indisposition  seems  to  be 

aggravated  by  his  anxiety.     An  expedient  to  relieve 

him  from  his  mental  disquietude  has  been  suggested. 
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It  is  that  you  should,  with  the  permission  of  the      Chap. 
Governor,  acquaint  the  invalid  that  he  has  approved      — 

1746. 

of  his  proceeding  to  Madras,   but  wishes   that   he  suggestion 

^  as  to  means 

should  go  there  after  he  has  improved  his  health  °f,jiet7or 
b J  halting  for  a  day  or  two  at  Minakshi  Ammal's  ""''^'  ' 
choultry.  The  communication  by  you  of  such 
welcome  news  may  even  cure  him  of  his  malady. 
S^shachala  Chetti  and  Mutturama  Chetti  have  sent 
me  on  this  errand,  and  they  beseech  you  to  obtain 
the  necessary  permission  from  the  Governor." 

Accompanied  by  Tirakkami  Chetti,  I  accordingly  Diarist  ana 
hastened  to  the  Governor.  He  was  at-  the  time  Governor."' 
ensfasred  in  dictatino;  to  Chinna  Mudali  and  Mada-  rind  him 

°    °  .  ^  .  .        dictating 

nan  da  Pandit  the  reply  to  a  letter  written  by  Husain  -^  '^tter. 

Sahib.     On    seeing    me,  he  exclaimed  that  they  did 

not  comprehend  his  orders,  and  desired  me  to  have  Redirects 

diarist 

an   answer    drafted.      His    instructions    were    that  !^"^\'.!;ff*''*' 
Husain  Sahib's  attention    should  be  invited  to  the  rnstmots 

him  as  to 

assistance  and  protection  afforded  to  his  family  and  ^'^^  ''«="'**• 
kinsmen  by  the  Governor  and  his  French  brethren 
at  Pondichery  at  the  time  of  the  incursion  of  the 
Mahrattas  into  his  territories,  and  that  it  should  be 
pointed  out  to  him  that  though  by  reason  of  such 
services  he  could  fairly  be  expected  to  render  in 
return  all  possible  assistance  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  the  French  he  seemed  to  pursue  a  diffei'ent 
line  of  conduct.      I  caused  a  reply  in  these  terms  to  '-'■titr 

J^  «/  written  .•in<t 

be  written  by  Madauauda Pandit,  and  had  the  seal  and  '''■^v'.'.t.h.d. 
stamp  affixed.     The  Governor  ordered  that  the  reply 
should  be  despatched  by  Husain  Sahib's  own  man, 
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Chap,     and  tliis  was  done.    After  we  had  taken  leave  of  the 

XIX 

.*      Governor,  ChinnaMudali  expressed  his  gratification 

that  this  business  was  at  last  over,  and  stated  that  it 

had  given  them  a  world  of  trouble  and  mortification. 

chinna        Ou  mj  questiouiug  him  closely,  he  said :  "  Yesterday, 

of'Ser       the  Governor  directed  me  to  prepare  a  reply  on   the 

Governor     liues  susfoTested  by  him.     I  did  so,  but  he  was  unable 

this  ^'^  "^ 

Ih^ttllm  to  understand  my  Tamil,  and  lost  his  temper  twice 
uon"'  ""^'  or  thrice.  He  then  told  his  wife  to  explain  to  me 
his  meaning.  But  how  coukl  she  help  us,  and  give 
answers  and  explanations  to  questions  put  on  such 
a  subject  ?  Her  Tamil  was  so  very  different  from 
mine  that,  in  great  wrath,  he  was  fain  to  send  me 
away  last  night.  Luckily,  you  chanced  to  arrive 
and  drafted  a  reply  of  some  sort.  I  am  glad  that 
this  matter,  which  has  been  a  very  troublesome 
job,  has  been  disposed  of." 
jiadananda         At  tMs  stao'c,  Madauauda  Pandit  drew  the  atten- 

Paiidit  asks  '~ 

Mudinto     tion  of  Chinna  Mudali  to  a  memorandum   which  was 
clvuihi        awaitino-  disposal,  and  invited  him    to  go   again  to 

paper  to  ~  ^ 

Governor.     ^^^  Govcmor,  detailing  at  the  same  time  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  in  the  following  words  : — 
Sirucuiars  "  TMs  relatos  to  the  case  of  Jan^i  Khan  Bhai, 

matter  to      ^ho  was  kept  under  restraint  by  the  Governor,  at 

which  it  J^ 

"''''^-  the  instance  of  Pathan  Sa'adat  Khan,  but  who  made 
his  escape  when  Anwar-ud-din  Khan  Bahadur  visited 
this.  The  claim  of  Pathan  Sa'adat  Khan  against  JanA 
Khan  Bhai  was  for  13,700  pagodas  and  an  elephant. 
At  the  time  of  the  Mahratta  inroad,  when  both  of 
them  took  refuge  here,  the  claim  was  brought  before 
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the  Governor  for  adiudication,    and   after  investi-      Chap. 

.  XIX. 

gating  the  merits    of   the  case  according  to  their      ^ — ' 
own  law,  he  decided  it  in  favour  of  the  Path^n.     But 
J§,n^  Khan  Bhai  perversely  refused  to  comply  with 
the  award.     Sa'adat  Khan  has  applied  for  a  duly  And  states 
attested  memorandum  setting  forth  these  facts,   a  ^,^^y^''*„,^f,, 
draft  of  which  has  accordingly  been  prepared.     It 
has  to   be   read  and  interpreted  to   the  Governor, 
whose  seal  should  be  affixed  to  it,  and  then  it  should 
be  delivered  to  the  applicant." 

On    receivings;  this    invitation  from  Madananda  .vcoompa. 

"  iiied  by 

Pandit,  Chinna  Mudali  suggested  that  I  should  bo"hgoto 
accompany  them.  In  spite  of  my  request  to  be  left 
alone,  they  most  earnestly  entreated  me  to  go  with 
them,  and  I  was  finally  prevailed  upon  to  do  so. 
When  we  approached  the  Governor,  Chinna  Mudali 
begged  me  to  broach  the  subject,  but  I  told  him  to 
do  this  himself.  About  a  quarter  of  an  Indian  hour 
was  spent  in  mutual  interchange  of  courtesies  on  this 
point,  and  then  Madananda  Pandit,  exclaiming  that 
Chinna  Mudali  could  not  accurately  interpret  the 
contents  of  the  document,  requested  me  to  undertake 
the  work.  The  Governor,  with  a  smile,  remained  At  whose 
silent  for  a  while,  and  then  turnino;  to  me  bade  me  'liiuisi 

^  ntorprets 

proceed  with  the  matter.     Upon  this  Madananda  Pan-  I.l,';i,i',\ml°' 
dit  read  out  in  Persian  the  draft  memorandum — the 
contents  of  which  were  as  already  stated — and  I  ijiter- 
preted  to  the  Governor  in  French  as  it  was  read.     He 
then  affixed  his  seal  to  it,  and  directed  the  delivery  c,^se 
of  it  to  Sa'adat  Khan  :  this  was  accordingly  done.         ''^'•"'■"  " 
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174(5. 
Diarist 
attends  a 
marriage. 


Waits  with 
Tirukkami 
Chetti,  oil 
Governor. 

They 

intimate  to 
liim  the 
hopeless 
illness  of 
V.  Venka- 
taiyan. 


Governor 
orders 
addition  to 
the  snard 
placed  over 
him. 


Diarist 
visits  the 
siek  man. 


Having  been  invited  to  the  marriage  ceremony 
of  the  son  of  Kommana  Miidali,  which  was  being 
celebrated  in  a  house  opposite  to  his  own,  at  which 
a  leaf  pavilion  had  been  erected,  I  attended  it,  and 
then  repaired  for  the  second  time  to  the  Governor's 
house.  Tirukkami  Clietti  accompanied  me,  and  we 
both  entered  the  presence  of  the  Governor.  I  said 
to  him:  *' Velamuri  Venkataiyan  is  dangerously  ill. 
It  is  stated  that  the  longest  time  that  he  can  live  is 
thirty-six  hoars."  He  then  asked  me  what  the 
nature  of  his  illness  was.  I  replied  that  the  disease 
was  chronic  dyspepsia,  and  communicated  to  him 
what  Sungu  Mutturama  Chetti  and  Snngu  S^shachala 
Chetti  had  told  Tirukkami  Chetti  and  has  already 
been  recorded.  The  Governor  replied  :  "  I  cannot 
see  how  this  man,  whose  death  is  regarded  as  certain 
when  here,  can  be  expected  to  recover  when  moved 
to  Minakshi  Animal's  choultry.  He,  apparently,  is 
pining  to  return  to  his  native  place.  Consequently, 
when  he  has  improved  somewhat  in  health,  he  might 
escape.  Tell  the  men  who  have  been  appointed 
to  watch  him,  to  be  careful."  He  bade  me  see  him 
in  person,  and  directed  me  to  strengthen  the 
guard  by  two  peons.  I  accordingly  deputed  two 
more  men  for  duty,  warned  them,  as  well  as  the 
four  already  detailed,  not  to  be  careless,  told  them 
and  Tirukkami  Chetti  that  I  would  come  again 
in  the  evening,  and  went  home.  At  5,  I  returned 
and  found  the  invalid  raving,  and  tossing  on  his 
bed.     I  asked  Annapurna  Aiyan  what  the  condition 


MORIBVNt)  CONDITION  OF  V.  VENKATAIYAN.  95 


of   his  patient  Tvas.     He    said :    "  It  is  a  doubtful     chap. 

XIX 

case,    and   we  cannot    count  upon  liis  recovery  as      — -' 
certain.     At  all  events,  it  will  be  well  if  Lis  excessive  convlrsa. 
anxiety  can  be  allayed.     Please  tell  liim,   with  your  medical 

-  attendant. 

own  mouth,  that  you  will  send  mm  to  his  home."  I 
accordingly  gave  him  in  equivocal  terms  a  hope  of 
this,  and,  as  a  preliminary  step  towards  removal, 
caused  him  to  be  carried  to  the  stable.  I  then  went 
out  for  an  airing,  and  returned  home. 

Monday,  27th  June  1 7lf6,  or  1 7th  Ani  ofAkshaya. —  Moribund 

mi  ,1    •  .  .1    •  jl  r  J         condition  of 

lliere   was    this    mornino;    nothmo;  worthy  oi  note  v.  venka- 

'^  o  y  taiyan. 

at  the  durbar.  In  the  afternoon,  at  about  4,  the 
Company's  peons  informed  me  that  the  expiatory 
ceremonies  performed  at  the  last  moments  of  a  dying 
person  had  taken  place  in  the  case  of  Venkataiyan. 
At  5,  I  betook  myself  to  Sunguvar's  house  in  view 
to  make  inquiries  concerning  the  sick  man.  Seeing 
S^shachala  Chetti,  Annapurna  Aiyan,  Salatu  Ven- 
kat^chala  Chetti,  and  a  few  other  Komutties,  in 
front  of  the  building,  I  asked  them  how  he  was 
getting  on.  The  first  two  of  those  mentioned 
above  informed  me  that  his  breathing  had  become 
difficult,  and  that  his  end  was  only  a  matter  of  a  few 
hours.  I  then  spoke  some  words  of  consolation 
to  Seshachala  Chetti.     As  it  was  nearly  6,  and  as  the  Dianstand 

,       ,    ,        ,  -,  -I         /~i  T  1       Others  uo  to 

matter  had  to  be  reported  to  the  Grovernor,  I  took  n^^^^'^  ""^ 
with  me  Annapiirna  Aiyan  and  also  Krimasi  Pandit,  ^°'^''"°'- 
who  had  accompanied  me  from  the  time  that  I  left 
my  house  for  Sunguvar's,    and    proceeded    by  the 
eastern  road    in    order  to   call   at    the  Governor's 
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CiiAi'.     residence.     Hardly  had  I  reached   this,   when    the 

Company's  peons,  running  after  me,   told   me   that 

Death  of'      Venkataiyan  had  expired.     I  then  entered  the  house 

V.  Veuka-  ■  . 

taiyan.        to  communicate  the  uews  to  the  Govemor.     He  had 

just  returned,  having  been  out  for  a  drive.     I  made 

on'heai-hiL'    ^^^    acquainted    with    the  death   of   Venkataiyan. 

whaHsW    He  said  to    me  :    "  What  is    to  be  done  now."     I 

be  clone. 

replied:  "  Some  time  ago,  when  Venkataiyan  was  in 
Madras,  Sungu  Mutturama  Chetti  and  S^shachala 
Chetti  represented  to  you,  through  Kanakaraya 
Mudali,  that  he  had  embezzled  money  to  the  extent  of 
60,000  or  70,000  pagodas  from  the  bazaar  of  Nara- 
nappa  Chetti,  and  that  he  must  be  summoned  and 
made  to  restore  this  sum,  and  they  begged  you  to 
Diarist        take  the  necessary    measures.     Thereupon,    in   the 

1  elates  wliat  ..p,  t-iiaia-   tat 

opcuned       Hiouth  ot  Arppisi  01  the  year  Kudrotkari  [A'ovember 
ombwzk!-      1743],    you  addressed   a  letter  to  the  Governor  of 

lucnt  was        -«»-T  -IT  -IT  -r»i' 

brought       Madras,  requesting  that  he  might  be  sent  to  rondi- 

against  the  'in  O 

deceased,  chory.  Oil  this  Mr.  Benyon  summoned  Venkataiyan, 
and  informed  him  that  you  had  written  asking  for  his 
rendition  in  connection  with  Sunguvar's  accounts, 
and  that  you  had  mentioned  him  as  being  the  agent  of 
the  latter,  and  therefore  liable  for  the  defalcations 
which  had  occurred  in  the  money  entrusted  to  his 
charge.  The  Governor  accordingly  bade  him  go  to 
Pondichery  and  settle  his  accounts.     Venkataiyan 

And  the       however  denied  that  he  was  the  agent  of  Sunguvar, 

statement  _  °  _  °     ^ 

and  in  view  to  effect  his  escape  for  the  time  being, 
declared  that  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  that 
person.     Mr.    Benyon   then  communicated   to   you 


made  to  Mr 
Ben3-on. 


TOUCHING  THE  COMPLAINT  AGAINST  V.   VENKATAIYAN.    97 


what   he   had    stated.     You,    upon    this,  sent    for      chap. 

XIX 

Miittiir§,ma  Chetti  and  Seshachala  Chetti,  acquainted      — ' 
them  with  the  purport  of  the  letter  received  from  Aisothe' 

■"■         ^  inquiry 

Madras,  and  asked  whether  thej  had  any  evidence  Ponciu 
in  substantiation  of  their  claim.  They  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  and  promised  to  produce  wit- 
nesses. They  accordingly  summoned  all  the  agents 
of  the  merchants  employed  in  the  bazaar,  every  one 
of  whom  deposed  that  Yenkataiyan  was  the  agent 
of  Sunguvar,  that  he  iiad  the  custody  of  the  funds 
belonging  to  him  at  the  bazaar  of  N§.ranappa  Chetti 
in  Arcot  ;  that  he  had  the  charge  of  his  accounts ; 
and  that  he  was  in  receipt  of  regular  pay  from  him. 
You  thereupon   caused  a  statement  to  be  drawn  up,   Tiie 

^  ^        attested 

which   was  attested  by   the  signatures    of   each   of  "e^tTo*"'* 
the  witnesses,  and  amxmg  your  own  signature  to  it, 
you  forwarded  it  to  Mr.  Benyon,  accompanied  by  a 
separate  communication  addressed  to  him.     On  read- 
ins^  the  papers,  he  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  And  the 

~  1     JT  rendition 

allegation  against  Yenkataiyan,  and  ordered  him  to  f^'^yf^'- 
go  to  Pondichery.     You  then,  through  me,  nominated 
Rano^o  Pandit,  Ek^mbara  Aiyan,  Gopalaswami,  Yira-  Diarist 

°  ■    ■  A  J         >  r  refers  to  tlie 

r%ava  Chetti,  and  Adi  Yaraha  Chetti,  as  arbitrators  S  of' 
to   scrutinize   and   settle  the  accounts.     But  Yen-  to  settle  the 

accounts. 

kataiyan  refused  to  submit  to  arbitration,  stating 
that  there  was  no  need  for  it.  He  pleaded :  *  I 
am  directly  responsible  to  Sunguvar,  but  it  is  he  Andpieaof 

Til  Venkntai- 

who  is  accountable  to  his   co-partners  Lakshmana  y^"- 
N^yakkan  and  others.     If  required,  I  will  remain 
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by  ordei 
of  the 
Governor 


CiiAP.      with  and  assist  the  accountant  who  is  deputed  to 
i — ■      examine   the  accounts,   as  I  did  immediately  after 
my  return  from  Madras.'     I  thereupon  observed  that 
being  responsible   for    the  accounts,    he  must  cer- 
tainly remain  with  the  accountant,  and  prepare  and 
furnish  us  with  a  statement  showing  the  receipts 
Dcfniistiie    and    charges     under    each     head.       I     instructed 
inn'dp.'         Gopalaswami  to  examine  the  books,  and  see  whether 
there    were    any    discrepancies.       He    accordingly 
went  through  them,    and   supplied   me  with  a  list 
of  incorrect  entries  which  he  had  detected.      I  then 
summoned  Venkataiyan,  and  told    him  that  as  his 
accounts  were  full   of  inaccuracies,  he  must  settle 
them  before  the  arbitrators   mentioned  above.     He, 
Me.itKins      however,  persisted  in  declining  to  accept  adjudication 
venka-        ^Y  ^hcm,  and  said  '  I  am  answerable  to  Sunguv^r. 
thm'tV       I  act  in  obedience  to  his  orders.     Where  is  the  need 
for  any  reference  to  arbitrators  ?  '  His  words  excited 
His  incur-     your  augor,  and  you  directed  his  confinement  in  the 

ceration 

prison  at  the  fort,  observing  that  he  had  no  right  to 
decUne  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  arbitrators.  He 
was  accordingly  incarcerated,  along  with  Wandiwash 
Tiruv^ngada  Pillai,  in  one  of  the  cells  near  the 
north  of  the  eastern  gate.  I  also  sent  word  to 
him  through  two  or  three  persons  advising  him  to 
submit  his  accounts  for  settlement  by  arbitration.  At 
your  bidding,  I  further  went  to  him,  and  personally 
and  clearly  explained  to  him  the  wisdom  of  acceding 
to  the  course  indicated.  But  he  was  stubborn, 
and  starved  for  three  days.     On  the  fourth,  he  sent 
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intimation    that    he     acquiesced    in    tlie    mode    ot      chap. 

XIX 

adjudication  suggested.     You  thereupon  ordered  his       — ' 
discharge,    and  directed  that  his    accounts    shoukl  Hi^ 

.  sr.bsefjueiH 

be  looked   into  bj  the  arbitrators.     When  he  was  sni.iuission. 


now 
Ije  made. 


released,  he  not  only  executed  a  deed  promising  to  ,) "'J, ",'.',"* 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  five  arbitrators  mentioned,  I(vmmts.'" 
but  also  made  a  full  representation  to  them  of  all  the 
circumstances  supporting  the  entries,  and  helped  in 
the  examination  of  his  accounts.     All  that  remains  stmesthat 

!itonii!iI 

to  be  done  now  is  that  a  formal  award,  specifying  ™{^ 
the  amount  for  which  Venkataiyan  was  liable,  should 
be  drawn  up,  and  signed  by  the  arbitrators.  The 
entertainment  of  A'^enkataiyan  as  agent  in  charge  of 
the  cash  in  "Naranappa  Chetti's  shop  belonging  to 
Sunguvar  was  a  private  arrangement,  made  hy 
the  latter  on  his  own  responsibility.  Naranappa 
Chetti  is  accountable  to  his  co-sharers  as  regards 
the  concerns  of  the  shop.  Any  deficit  caused  by  Ami 
misappropriation  on  the  part  of  Venkataiyan,  and  n^pomiDie 
recoverable    from    him,    should  be   made    crood   by  dtf.iifiitions 

'  .  found. 

Sunguvar.    Sungu  Muttur^ma  Chetti  and  Seshachala 
Chetti  should  be  informed  accordingly." 

The  Grovernor  then  said  :  "  Whom  shall  we  send 
to  them  ?  Shall  it  be  the  interpreters  of  the  Court." 
I  replied  :  "  You  may  summon  Krimasi  Pandit,  and 
charge  him  with  the  message."  This  person,  who 
is  the  subordinate  chief  of  the  peons,  and  Annapurna 
Aiyan,  had  both  accompanied  mo  to  the  Governor's 
house,  and  w<3re  waiting  there.  The  Governor 
accordingly  sent  for  TCnmnsi  Pandit,  nnd   badp   me 
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GiiAr. 
XIX. 

174G. 

Ki'ima^i 

Pandit 

deputed 

to  com- 

iimiiicate 

this  to 

him. 

Diarist 
gives 
him  till- 
messiiKe 
which  lie 
is  to 
convey. 


He  delivers 
it  to  those 
concerned. 


AVlio  object 
to  the 
entire 
responsi- 
bility. 


tell  him  all  that  was  to  be  communicated  to  Sunguvar 
In  his  presence  I  said  to  Krimasi  Pandit  as  follows, 
directing  liim  to  repeat  the  same  to  Sunguvar,  and 
to  inform  liim  that  he  did  so  under  the  instructions 
of  the  Governor  : — 

"  All  the  accounts  of  Venkataiyan,  who  is 
now  dead^  have  been  examined  by  the  arbitrators 
appointed  for  that  purpose.  It  only  remains  for 
them  to  prepare  the  balance  sheet,  and  sign  it. 
Nothing  else  has  to  be  done.  Venkataiyan  was 
privately  employed  by  you  as  your  agent  in  the  shop 
of  which  Naranappa  Cbetti  has  to  render  accounts 
to  his  co-partners,  and  he  was  not  vested  with  any 
independent  ownership.  It  therefore  follows  that 
you  must  replace  any  amount  embezzled  by  Venkat- 
aiyan. P'or  your  own  good,  and  only  by  way  of 
advice,  I  recommend  you,  ere  the  news  of  his 
death  reaches  Madras,  and  his  brother  conceals  his 
property,  to  write  to  the  sons  of  your  relative 
Venkatachala  Chetti  at  Madras,  to  place  all  his 
money,  goods,  and  other  articles,  in  safe  custody. 
You  know  best  where  these  actually  are." 

All  these  words  were  repeated  by  Krimdsi 
Pandit  to  Siingu  Mutturama  Chetti  and  Seshachala 
Chetti.  They  replied  :  "  How  are  we,  in  particular, 
concerned  in  this  affair  ?  We  are  only  one  of  the  four 
co-p:irtners,  and  why  should  we  alone  be  held  liable 
for  the  whole  loss.  But  if  the  Grovernor  chooses  to 
send  a  letter  to  Madras,  we  will  write  to  our  relatives 
there."      Before  Krimasi  Pandit  could  communicate 


IHE  END   OF  TEE  CASE  AGAINST  VENKATAIYAN.         \()\ 


their  reply  to  the  Governor,  the  latter  had  sat  dowu      Chap. 

XIX 

to  cards.     When  he    rose    to  take   refreshment,  I       — ' 
intimated  to  him  what  Seshachala  Chetti  had  told  Thiscom'- 

iiiunicateil 

Knmasi  Pandit.      He  thereupon  exclaimed  :   "  They  ["Jvm,or 
cannot   hope   to    be   relieved    of   their   liability    by 
talkinor   in    tjiis    off-hand    way.      They   mnst  make  \\\w 

°  J  -J  decides 

good  the  loss.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  me  whether  '„''uy|uaV 
they  write  to  Madras,  or  not.  They  can  do  as  loss. 
they  please.  I  gave  the  advice  which  I  did  for  their 
benefit,  and  merely  owing  to  my  taking  a  kindly 
interest  in  them.  It  is  immaterial  to  me  whether 
they  make  light  of,  or  accept  and  act  upon  it.  It 
is  left  to  their  pleasure.  They  will  eventually 
suffer  much.     Tell  them  so."     KrimSsi  Pandit  as^ain  Kvmnm 

^  _  Pandit 

comnnuiicated  to  them  what  the  Governor  had  said.  [iiXsiiiir 
Sunsru   Mutturama   Chetti,   and    Seshachala   Chetti, 
theu  sent   word  as  follows   :   "  So  be  it.     We    will 
do    as  advised,  and  write  a  letter  to  Madras."     1   Tiiey 

snhmit, 

then  informed  the  Governor  that  when  Venkatai3'an 
was  ill,  they  had  already  written  to  ihe  sons  of 
Venkatachala  Chetti  at  Madras,  and  told  them  to 
secure  his  snoods  and  other  property.     On  tliis  he  orders oi 

'^  i        r         ./  Governor 

said  :    "  Inquire  about  this  carefully,  and  ascertain  unJ'.*^"'""' 
who  went  to  Madras  with  the  message.     His  evi- 
dence may  be  required." 

When  I  was  on  my  way  to  the  Governor,  to  com- 
municate to  him  the  news  of  the  death  of  Venka- 
taiyan,  Seshachala  Chetti  requested  me,  as  the  death 
had  taken  place  in  the  evening,  to  obtain  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Governor  to  have  the  Madras  gate  kept 
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XIX. 

1746. 
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French 
spy  at 
Madras 
aids  pri- 
soners to 
escape. 


open  until  he  and  others  returned  from  conveying 
the  corpse  to  the  cremation  ground.  I  accordingly 
communicated  his  request  to  the  Gov<>rnor,  who 
told  M.  deBury  to  coniply  with  it.  The  latter 
accordinorly  prave  me  a  letter  which  I  forwarded  to 
Seshachala  Chetti.  The  gate  was  kept  open  until 
11,  and  was  only  closed  after  all  the  parties  had 
returned. 

I  reported  to  the  Grovernor  that  Adiappa  C^hetti, 
the  brother  of  Seshachala  Chetti,  was  desirous  of 
proceeding  to  Cuddalore,  as  his  mother  was  ailing 
there.  He  replied:  "Where  is  the  urgency  for 
his  departure  now  ?  But  if  he  is  bent  upon  going, 
order  the  Company's  peons  to  prevent  his  quitting 
Pondichery."  I  accordingly  instructed  the  men 
detailed  for  duty  in  connection  with  Sunguvar's 
accounts  to  keep  a  watch  over  his  movements. 

Tuesdaij,  28th  June  17Jf6,  (rr  18th  Aid  of  Ah^haya. 
— This  morning  at  8,  a  meeting  of  the  Council  was 
held,  which  lasted  until  11.  Before  the  Council 
dispersed,  I  attended  the  marriage  of  Kommana 
Mudali's  son,  then  set  off  for  the  Governor's  house, 
and  finally  returned  home,  after  the  Councillors  had 
departed  from  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  news  of  this  day  is  as  follows  :  A  Frenchman 
who  has  been  long  resident  in  Madras  with  his 
familj^,  and  who  had  been  serving  under  the  English 
as  a  Serjeant,  has,  under  secret  agreement  with  the 
Governor  of  Pondichery,  been  in  the  habit  of  fur- 
nishing the  latter,  from  time  to  time,  with  private 
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information    concerninor    affairs    at    Madras.     This      Chap. 
man  has  been  secretly  and  gradually  aiding  lorty  or      — 
fifty  of  the  French  prisoners,  consisting  of  officials 
and  part  of  the  crew  of  a  ship   captured  by  the 
English,  to  escape  from  Fort  St.   George   to  Myla- 
pore,  professing  all  the   while   ignorance   of  every- 
thing connected  with  them.    About  twenty  days  ago, 
seated    on    a   horse,    he   escorted  twenty    of   them 
in   succession — by  twos  and  threes — to   Mylapore. 
The  police  peons,  noticing  this,  reported  the  matter  Detected. 
to  the  Governor  of   Madras,  who  at  once  ordered  is  arrested. 
the  arrest  of  the  Serjeant,  and  a  search  of  his  house. 
A  few  letters  from  our  Governor,  M.  Dupleix,  were 
discovered,  and  on  the  strength  of  these  the  prisoner  convicted 
was   convicted.      His    house    and  all  his   property  {JJ^J^^JfJ^ 
have   been   confiscated  ;    he  has   been   flogged  four 
times  in  the  presence  of  the    troops  ;    chains   were 
placed  on  his  legs  and  wrists  ;  and  he  will,  it  is  said,  said  that  he 

'  _  _  will  be 

be   executed.     A   communication   to  the  foregoing  ^^cuted. 
effect  has  been  received  from  a  reliable  quarter,  and 
the  report  is  not  likely  to  be  false. 

Friday,  Isf  Jnhj  17 If  6,  or  Slsf  Ani  of  Atshai/a.— 
This  morning  at  10,  the  Governor  sent  for  me,  and  Governor 

"  eonininni- 

said  :    "  A  letter   has    come    from   M.   Paradis.      It  TiiaHst" 
seems  that  your  agent  there,  a  certain  Aiyangar,  who  f>oni  m. 
owes  700  pagodas,  payable  in  two  instalments — 400  adebf'due 
on  the  30th  June,  and  the  remaining  300  on  the  30th  :!«'■"»• 
July — has  failed  to  pay  anything,  and  that  when  a 
demand   was  made,    he  has  refused  to  comply  with 
it,  saying  that  he   had  written  to  you  about  it,  that 
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you  have  asked  him  to  pay  the  amount,  but  that 
he  does  not  owe  you  a  cash,  and  on  the  contrary, 
has  overpaid  you.  The  man  appears  to  have  spoken 
impertinently  to  M.  Paradis,  saying :  '  Do  what  you 
like,'  etc.,  and  M.  Paradis  has  consequently  ordered 
him  to  be  imprisoned.  Here  again,  see  what  you 
have  done.  You  have,  this  season,  had  an  unprece- 
dentedly  good  harvest.  You  have  disposed  of  the 
whole  produce,  not  leaving  a  single  grain  Yet  you 
delay  payment."  And  taking  off  his  cap,  he  con- 
tinued :  •*  Enough  of  your  friendship.  Many  thanks 
to  you."  I  said  in  explanation  :  "  I  told  him,  as  he 
had  a  share  in  the  transaction,  to  settle  the  first  instal- 
ment of  400  pagodas,  and  then  the  second,  and  added 
that  the  accounts  might  be  adjusted  afterwards.  He 
had  to  pay  the  amount  jointly  with  Karikal  Tiru- 
v^ngadam.  I  asked  the  latter,  also,  to  meet  his 
share.  Under  these  circumstances,  was  1  not  justi- 
fied in  asking  him  to  make  the  payment  ?  "  The 
Grovernor  replied  :  "  Very  well.  Write  to  M.  Paradis 
what  you  have  told  me,  and  mention  that  I  have  been 
angry  with  you."  "  But,"  he  added  :  "  There  may 
be  ten  thousand  transactions  between  you  and  him. 
In  what  way  is  the  Company  concerned  with  them  ? 
You  are  directly  responsible  to  it."  I  answered  ; 
"  That  is  true,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  1  told 
him  to  arrange  for  payment.  I  pressed  Tiruv^n- 
gadam,  his  partner  here,  to  pay  200  pagodas,  and 
have  remitted  the  amount  by  a  draft.  I  will  send 
the  remaining  200    in   two    or   three    days."     The 
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Governor  upon    this    remarked:     "Well,    write    a     chap. 

XIX 

letter  at  once.     The  Aiyangar  is  in  confinement." 

.  1746. 

He  told    me    repeatedly — four   or    five    times — to  Governor 

*^  presses 


soon. 


write  quickly.  Considering  that  it  would  not  be  ^'."fitlfso" 
fair  to  expose  Sesha  Aiyangar  just  then — seeing  that 
he  had  brought  about  his  imprisonment  through  his 
own  imprudence — and  bearing  in  mind  that  he  was 
my    agent,  I   undertook  to   be  accountable  for  the  Diarist 

*^  writes 

whole  amount,  and  wrote  to  M.  Paradis  promising  fop^Jfi'i,| 
to  pay  the  entire  sum  myself. 

This  eveninof,  I  received  a  communication  written  Receives 

'^  _  certain 

on  palmyra-leaf  from  Prakasa  Mudali,  the  dubash  betters. 
at  Karikal,  and  two  from  Chinna  Kuzhandai.     The 
contents  of  these  were  as  follows  : — 

"You  wrote  a  letter  to  S^sha  Aiyanerar  asking  Tiicse state 

^  IhataKent 

him,  with  reference  to  his  share  in  the  profits,  to  pay  [,f^'^®^  ^^ 

700  pagodas  to  the  Company.     On  receipt  of  this, 

he  went  straight  to  M.  Paradis,  and  said  :  '  You  may 

do  what  you  like  with  me.     Although  the  liability 

lies  with  Rangappan,  he  has  written  to  me  to  pay 

the  Company.      I  cannot,  however,  comply  with  his 

request.'     As  is  his  nature,  he  spoke  in  an  imperi-  And  being 

■^  *  '  impertinent 

ous  and  insulting  tone.     This  provoked  M.  Paradis,  Siiedby 
who   ordered   him  to  be  thrown   into   prison,  and     " 
placed  in  irons.     He  is  consequently  now  in  confine- 
ment.    The  responsibility  of  setting  him  at  liberty 
lies  with  you." 

God  has  visited  S^sha  Aiyangar  with  this  punish- 
ment in  consideration  of  his  ingratitude  for  all  the 
favour  that  I  have  shown  him. 
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Monday,  J^thJuly  171^6,  or  2k.th  Anl  ut  Aksliaya. — 
Some  despatches  were  received  from  SArat  this 
evening.     Their  contents  have  yet  to  be  learnt. 

Tuesday,  5th  July  171^6,  or  25th  Ani  of  Ah  hay  a. — 
This  morning,  the  Governor  summoned  me,  and 
said  as  follows  :  "  Of  the  700  pagodas  due  from 
you  to  K^rikal,  you  have  just  sent  a  draft  for  400. 
You  have  informed  M.  Paradis  that  you  will  pay 
the  remaining  300  pagodas  on  the  10th  August. 
But  this  will  not  do.  You  must  remit  this  sum, 
too,  on  the  10th  instant."  J  replied  that  I  would 
pay  it  in  accordance  with  the  period  allowed  in  the 
stipulation  with  M.  Paradis.  But  the  Governor  re- 
peated that  this  would  not  do,  on  which  I  remained 
silent.  He  then  observed :  "  Dispense  with  the 
services  of  S^sha  Aiyangar.  Do  not  retain  him  in 
your  service,  for  he  has  disregarded  your  orders,  and 
has  brought  some  discredit  on  you."  I  replied  :  "I, 
too,  am  of  the  same  mind .  Unless  this  be  done,  his 
successor  will  not  fear,"  and  I  retired.  He  ag^ain 
sent  for  me  and  Chinna  Mudali.  When  we  presented 
ourselves,  he  exclaimed  :  '*  You  had  better  both  pay 
up  what  is  due ;  I  will  write  a  letter  stating  that 
you  will."  I  then  drew  nearer  to  him,  and  said  : 
*'  We  will  pay  by  the  20th,  or  25th."  He  replied  : 
"  You  can  represent  what  you  have  to  say  to 
M.  Paradis."     We  agreed,  and  came  away. 

After  this,  we  discussed  with  one  another  the 
subject  of  how  very  particular  the  Governor  was  in 
the  matter  of  exacting  money,  but  how  indisposed 
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he  was  to  attend  to   the  complaints   of  iniustice     chap. 

XIX. 

preferred   against   M.    Paradis,    and  we   made    up      — ' 
our   minds,  as   the  injustices   perpetrated  by  him  Proposed 

.  -,    -      .  ,         complaint 

were  beyond  description,  that  we  would  bring  the  |p^;f,!^^., 
subject  forward  as  soon  as  we  had  paid  what  was 
due. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

FROM  JULY  8TH^  1740,  TO  JULY  llTii,  17Ji6. 

A  ship  sighted — Believed  by  GoTernor  to  be  from  France — Proves  to  be 
from  (.handernagore — Brings  news  of  approach  nf  French  squadron, 
after  a  battle  with  English — Great  joy  at  Pondichery — Eight  ships 
arrive — M,  de  la  Bourdonnais  lands,  visits  Governor,  and  returns 
on  board — Ships  which  sailed  for  Alambarai  recalled — Nine  ships  in 
the  roads — Account  of  voyage  of  the  squadron  and  storms  encount- 
ered by  it — Battle  with,  and  repulse  of  English — Eeason  why  no 
pursuit  made — Alleged  losses  of  English — M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  visits 
Governor — Treasure,  cargo,  and  passengers,  brought  by  the  fleet — 
Arrival  of  M.  Paradis — Enmonr  of  orders  for  dismissal  of  certain 
ofRcials — Silver  and  wounded  landed — Chinna  Mudali  and  diarist 
visit  M.  de  la  Rourdonnais— Departure  of  priest  of  diarist,  and  others — 
Presents  made,  and  letters  entrusted,  to  them — Persons  sent  by  diarist 
with  the  party — M.  Desmarets  visits  him — Relates  proj^sals  made  to 
the  Company  by  M.  Dupleix — Mentions  report  of  appointment  of  M. 
Duplcix  as  Governor  of  Chandernagore — And  grant  of  a  life  jagir  to 
M.  Dumas — Tells  him,  also,  that  the  transactions  of  M.  de  la  Bourdon- 
nais are  under  investigation — Subsequent  conversation — Council  meets 
— Distribution  of  troops  recently  landed — Conjectured  arrival  of  Eng- 
lish fleet  at  Cuddalore  and  Fort  St.  Davii — Governor  informs  Mir 
Gbulam  Husain,  both  officially  and  privately,  of  arrival  of  French  fleet, 
and  defeat  by  it  of  English  ships — Flight  of  people  of  Cuddalore  and 
Fort  St.  David— Rango  Pandit  visits  diai-ist — Informs  him  of  imprison- 
ment of  A.  Settigai,  and  that  he  is  j)roceeding  to  Tanjore — M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  starts  for  Ozhukarai — Guards  turn  out  and  beat  the  "Tam- 
bour"-— On  his  return  he  refuses  this  honour — Dispute  between  him  and 
M.  Duquesne  on  the  question  of  claim  to  the  "  Tambour-aux-champs," 
which  the  latter  declines  to  accord — Former  complains  to  the  Governor 
—Who,  after  inf[uiry,  orders  the  confinement  of  M.  Duquesne— Grievance 
of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  as  regards  the  "  Tambour-aux-champs" — Views 
of  M.  Dupleix  on  the  subject — His  grievance  against  M.  de  la  Bour- 
donnais—The  two  jealous,  one  of  the  other — M.  Duquesne  released — 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  reviews  his  men — Governor  does  not  attend — 
Personal  antijiathy  of  these  two,  and  reasons  for  it — Rango  Pandit 
visits  diarist,  and  departs  for  Tanjore — What  befell  A.  Settigai  and  his 
relatives — Promises  made  to  Rango  Pandit — Request  made  to  him 
regarding  certain  debts,  and  ai'rangements  with  him — Diarist  asks 
him  to  confer  an  appointment  on  a  certain  man — News  of  flight 
of  inhabitants  of  Cuddalore  and  Fort  St.  David  to  Porto  Novo— 
Alarm raused  by  reverse  of  p]nglish — Return  of  Dutch  to  Porto  Novo — 
Consternation  at  Madras — Governor  there  stated  to  have  broken  down 
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— News  of  reinforcement  of  ships  for  French — Property  of  Mr,  Barnet       Chap. 
and  the  Company   transferred  to  Madras — That    of  merchants  and  XX. 

others  brought  into  Fort  St.  David — Death  of  naval  captain — Governor 
comments  to  diarist,  in  very  dispai'aging  language,  on  M.  de  la  Bour- 
donnais — Diarist  speaks  to  him,  in  very  flattering  terms,  of  his 
administration — Governor  mentions  opinions  of  officers  of  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  as  to  the  escape  of  English  squadron — And  remarks 
on  that  officer's  defence  — Diarist  alludes  to  certain  treasure  ships — 
Remarks  of  Governor  touching  these — Doings  at  i'ort  St.  David — 
Funeral  of  the  deceased  captain — Envoys  arrive  from  certain  persons 
in  Tanjore — Object  of  the  mission — Piarist  hears  their  statements, 
peruses  the  letter  brought,  and  sends  suitable  replies  to  the  latter — 
Envoys  return  to  Tanjore. 

Friday,  8th  July  17/f6,  or  28th  Ani  of  AJcshaya. —  a  ship 

A      t      ic  TiT'p  IT  •  '  sighted. 

At  halt-past  11,  tnis  rorenoon ,  when  1  was  m  my  are- 
canut  storehouse,  Arun^chala  Chetti  came  and  told 
me  that  a  vessel  displaying  a  white  flag  was  approach- 
ing, that  a  signal  was  flying  on  the  fort,  and  that  the 
Governor  liad  been  informed.  On  this,  I  was  about 
to  leave  for  the  beach  in  order  to  see  the  ship,  when  I 
met  Yarlam  the  younger  son  of  Malaikkozhundu 
Mudali,  and  he  told  me  that  the  Governor  had 
observed  her  from  the  terrace  of  his  house,  and  had 
ordered  him  to  announce  to  Monseigneur  Coeurdoux, 
the  Superior  of  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  that  she  was  Governor 
French,  and  was  approaching  the  roads  from  France,  pri'^cr'" 
When  I  reached  the  beach,  I  found  there  M.  de  la 
Villebague,  M.  Auger,  M.  Deschesnayes— the  gentle-  Diarist 

1  T   •         iT         -n  •  '         -I  tt'  proceeds  to 

man  whose  ship,  the  favon,  was  seized  and  plundered  thei.eaoh. 
at  Acheen — and  a  few  others,  and  I  inquired  of  them 
whose  vessel  it  was.     M.  do  la  \^illebague  informed  rniormod 
me  that  it  was  the  tradino^-ship  Marie  Joseph  from  i'»c-vawe 

<^  i^  r  *■    Joseph  of 

Chandernagore,  captain  Champignon,  that  she  was  nS?'" 
laden  with    cowries,  and   had  apparently   been   to 
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Chap.      Mascareigne,  and  was  returning  thence,     '*  If  so," 

— '-      T  remarked,  "  she  could  not  have  come  unaccom- 

panied  bj  others."     He  assured  me  that  there  was 

no  doubt  about  it,  and  departed,     A  peon  soon  after 

Letter        brought  a  letter  conveyed  by  the  catamaran  which 

received 

from  her.  i^^d  been  despatched  to  her.  It  was  received  and 
read  by  M.  Auger,  who  communicated  to  me  its 
contents.     These    stated    that    the    ship    was    the 

This  Marie  Joseph,  commanded  by  M.  Champi^-non,  and 

reports  i      i  •    i 

sqTckon  °'   ^^^^  ^-^^  ^^^  laden  with  cowries,  that  she  had  come 
Bourdo^n-"     ou  iu  advauce,  leaving  nine  ships,  including  that  of 

nais  after  a 

Engifsh''^  Admn-al  de  la  Bourdonnais,  at  a  distance  of  seven 
leagues  behind  her,  that  these  had  on  the  way  given 
battle  with  apparent  success  to  some  English  men- 
of-war,  and  that  they  might  be  expected  here  either 
this  evening,  or  to-morrow  morning.     Learning  this, 

Great  joy  at  I  returned  in    half   an    hour.      The  tidine-s   of  the 

Pondicliery  a 

orthriiMvs.  arrival  of  the  ships  have  awakened  inexpressible  joy 
in  the  breasts  of  the  citizens  of  Pondichery.  They 
manifested  exhilaration  such  as  though  they  had 
discovered  a  hidden  hoard,  or  recovered  a  lost 
treasure;  or  as  though  their  beloved  dead  had  re- 
turned to  life.  They  were  all  as  gay  as  they  would 
be  on  a  wedding  day,  or  when  blessed  with  longed- 
for  progeny,  or  when  they  had  tasted  the  divine 
ambrosia.     The  following  circumstances  contributed 

Reasons  to  cause  theso  universal  rejoicings.  Last  year,  no 
ships  arrived  at  Pondichery  from  France,  and  none 
were  despatched  from  this  to  that  country.  On  the 
other  hand-   those  bound  for  China,  Manilla,  and 
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Acheen,  as  well  as  sundry  others,  were  all  captured  Chap. 
by  the  English.  The  consequence  was  the  exhaus-  — 
tion  of  the  Company's  funds  and  of  the  resources  of 
the  merchants,  and  utter  depression  in  all  commercial 
transactions.  Under  these  circumstances  the  news 
of  the  approach  of  the  fleet,  advised  by  this  ship, 
was  welcome,  and  it  was  hailed  with  acclamation. 

This  evening,  some  persons  who  ascended  the 
flagstaff  in  the  fort,  declared  that  they  descried 
ships,  and  in  truth,  at  about  two  hours  after  sunset,  kikih 

■••  _  ships 

eight   were    seen    nearing    the    roads.     As    it    was  «'f?hted. 
night,  mortars  and  cannon  were  fired  singly  from  the 
battery  on  the  seashore,  to  the  south  of  the  fort,  two 
or  three  of  them  being  shotted  for  fear  of  a  stealthy 
approach  by  English  ships.     The  fire  of  the  guns  was 
returned  by  double  discharges  from  the  ships,  which  . 
entertained   no   doubt    of  having    been   recognised. 
In  this  way  the  people  in  the  fort,  and  those  in    the 
ships,  exchanged  salutes  until  midnight.     Just  after  m.  de  la 
2  o'clock,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  the  commander  of  the  "il'its'Vhe'' 
fleet,  landed,  went  to  the  Governor,  was  closeted  with  "»<i 
him  for  an   hour,   and  then  stepping  into  a  boat, 
returned  aboard.    This  was  the  state  of  affairs  to-day. 

Soon  after  the  arrival,  at  noon,   of  the  Marie  siups 
Joseph,  the  Governor  despatched  a.  message  directing  Akmbami 
the  return  of  the  ship  and  sloop  which  had  sailed  for 
Alambarai.     These  were  the  occurrences  of  this  day. 

On  her  way  to  Pondichery,  the  Marie  Joseph  had 
touched  at  Karik^l  and  embarked  M.  Mainville  and 
a  detachment  of  fifty  soldiers,  who  landed  here. 
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Saturday,  9 ill  Jidij  17 If 6, or  29lli  Ani  of  Aksliaya. — 
This  morning,  I  found  in  the  roads  nine  ships,  being 
the  eight  which  arrived  last  night,  and  that  which 
reached  this  yesterday,  at  noon.  At  8  o'clock,  fifteen 
guns  were  fired  from  that  which  carried  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais,  and  the  salute  was  returned  by  the  fort. 

The  following  is  the  information  concerning 
these  ships  :  Five  of  them  set  sail  from  France  in 
August  1745,  touched  at  Mascareigne  on  the  3rd  of 
the  following  February,  and  there  were  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  four  country  craft  equipped  for 
war.  The  fleet  thus  reinforced,  together  with  the 
Bengal  merchant-man  Marie  Joseph,  bore  up  for 
the  island  of  Madagascar.  Here  they  took  on 
board  some  provisions,  and  continued  their  voyage. 
On  their  way,  they  encountered  a  violent  storm 
which  carried  away  their  masts,  and  broke  their 
rudders  to  pieces  ;  the  leaks  sprung  by  some  endan- 
gering their  foundering.  But,  thanks  to  God,  the 
wind  soon  abated,  the  violence  of  the  sea  subsided, 
the  rain  ceased,  and  they  righted.  The  injured 
masts  were  replaced,  and  the  ships  were  in  other 
respects  repaired,  and  refitted  for  the  voyage, 
which  they  then  resumed.  They,  however,  met 
with  another  burst  of  severe  weather  which  neces- 
sitated repairs  for  a  second  time.  This  over,  they 
again  held  on  their  course,  until  they  reached 
Point  de  Galle,  in  the  roads  of  which  they  remained 
for  thirty  or  forty  days.  Resuming  their  voyage, 
they  were  off  Negapatam,  and  a  little  to  the  south  of 
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that  port,  when  they  fell  in  with  an  English  fleet  of  Chap. 
six  sail  commanded  by  Mr.  Peyton,  which  offered  -— 
battle.     The  combat  lasted  from  4  in  the  afternoon  Battle  with 

Kiifflish 

to  7  in  the  evening,  and  took  place  tliree  days  ago.   ""lla^.odore 

The  French  ships  which  engaged  the  English  were 

those  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  and  M.  de  la  Sella, 

and  they  appear  to  have  fired  5,000  rounds.     The 

English,    some    of    whom    were    veteran    warriors, 

and  who  had  a  force  of  six  men-of-war,   are   said 

to   have   fought   gallantly.       They,  however,  were  Repulse  of 

EriKlish 

repulsed,  and  escaped  only  owing  to  their  having  '^^{^l^^ 
the  advantage  of  the  wind,  whilst  the  French  had  "*"''*' 
an  unfavourable  position.      This   incident  however 
resulted  in  considerable  loss  of  property,  which  was 
enhanced   by  boxes    of  ammunition  in   two  of  our 
ships  having  exploded.     As  the  latter  had  on  board 
a  large   quantity  of  silver,  broad-cloth,  wine,  and  f,":^,'"",  a-^^' 
other  European  articles,   and  as  the   French  could  their" 
not  be  certain   of  the   ultimate   result  of   pushing 
their  victory  home  ;  and  further  as   they  were   only 
within  ten  leagues  of  their    destination,    they  con- 
sidered it  prudent  to   make   the  best  of  their  way 
hither.     Taking  advantage  accordingly  of  the   con- 
fusion   and  dismay  created  amongst  the    enemy  by 
the  defeat  which  they  had  sustained,  they  hastened 
to  Pondichery.     It    is  said  that  two  of  the  English 
ships  were   either  sunk,  or    were    damaged   beyond  -^^l^^^'^f 
repair,    and   that  their  crews  perished.     It    would  '''"*'"'''• 
further  appear  that  even  amongst  those  on  board  the 
four  which  remained  there  was  serious  loss.     This 
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evening  at  5,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  disembarked,  and 
as  he  did  so,  fifteen  guns  were  discharged  by  his  ship. 
Another  salute  of  fifteen  guns  was  fired  on  his  arrival 
at  the  sea-gate,  where  he  was  met  by  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  other  members  of  the  Council,  and  by 
the  captains  and  other  officers — M.  Diipleix  alone 
excepted — and  was  escorted  by  them  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's residence.  On  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  entering 
this,  the  Governor  received  him  at  the  sentinel's  post, 
with  an  embrace,  and  conducted  him  into  the  court- 
yard, when  a  salute  of  fifteen  guns  was  again  fired. 
They  afterwards  conversed  together  for  a  while  in 
the  open  space  on  the  other  side  of  the  verandah. 

Silver  weighing  40,000  marcs,  and  gold  worth 
a  lakh  of  rupees,  were  brought  by  the  ships.  The 
exact  quantity  of  the  broad- cloth  and  brandy 
aboard,  is  not  known.  Nor  is  it  certain  whether  a 
chest  of  coral  has  come. 

Two  of  the  sons  of  M.  Dulaurens,  the  one  aged 
twenty-one,  and  the  other  eighteen,  came  as 
passengers  :  another  is  said  to  be  in  France  living 
with  M.  Dumas.  This  information  has  been  fur- 
nished to  me  by  M.  Miran. 

At  7  this  night,  M.  Paradis  arrived  by  boat 
from  Karikal,  with  a  detachment  of  140  soldiers. 

Chinna  Mudali  and  I  visited  M.  Dulaurens,  whom 
we  congratulated  on  the  arrival  of  his  two  sons. 

It  is  rumoured  that  orders  have  been  received 
for  the  dismissal  from  the  service  of  the  Company  of 
the  Deputy  Governor,  and  M.  Guilliard. 


PhtlSENTS  GIVEN  BT  DIARIST  TO  eIs  PRIEST,  ETC.       Il5 


This  daj^  the  chests  of  silver  which  were  on  Chap. 
board  the  ships,  and  a  few  of  the  wounded,  were  — 
broasfht  ashore.  ^iiyer 

•-'  and 

Suwhii/,  10th  July  17 k6,  or  30th  Ani of  AUiaya.—  '^^^fl'^ 
After  dawn  to-day,  the  remainder   of  the  wounded, 
and  some  bales  of  broad-cloth  were  landed. 

In    the    morning,    Chinna   Mudali   and   I    paid  SudaHand 
a  visit   to   M.    de    la    Bourdonnais,    and   welcomed  ivLdeia 

Bourdon- 

him.  "'*^'*- 

Mondaii,  11th  July  17h6,  or  31st  Ani  of  AkshaU'i. —  uepaiture 
Singra  Chari  my  priest,  and  those  who  had  brought  S^sl"'''* 
presents  from  Bommaraja  palaiyam  on  the  7th   of 
Vaigasi  [17th  May],   departed  for  that  place,  at  10 
this   morning.     The  following   is  an  account  of  the 
gifts  which  I  made  them  : — 

For   delivery  to  Yenkata   Narasinga  Raia ;    a  uetaiisof 

"'  ■  o  J  presents 

large    horse   which  had  been  held  in  common  by  Jh^^by 
Kanakaraya   Mudali  and   me   during  his    life-time, 
but   which   I    subsequently  purchased   for  my  own 
use,    crimson    brocade,  a    Guzarati    girdle,    a   silk 
turban,  and  a  jewel  for  the  same. 

For  delivery  to  Narana  Bhattan,  the  Brahman  in 
the  service  of  the  Raja  ;  two  yards  of  superfine 
crimson  broad- cloth ;  and  to  his  wife,  a  cloth  and  a 
bodice,  costing  Rs.  19. 

For  delivery  to  Pedda  Aiyavar,  the  Rdja's 
writer  ;  two  yards  of  Mocha  *  broad-cloth. 


*  This  was    the   popclai"   Oiime  for    "  Loudiin "    or    "London"  i.e. 
English  broad-cloth.     See  foot-note  at  page  2G4. 
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Chap.  To  Siiigra  Chari  ray  priesf;,  and  Aiyabiralaijan  ; 

each  two  yards  of  red  Mocha  broad-cloth;   to  their 

wives,  each,  a  cloth  costing  Rs.  12,  and  a  bodice  of 
white  silk  ;  together  with  a  broad-cloth  cap  for  each 
of  the  men,  and  6  rupees  for  expenses. 

To  the  bachelor  Brahman  who  came  in  company 
with  the  foregoing ;  an  inferior  laced  cloth  costing 
Rs.  4-8-0;  to  the  cook,  a  couple  of  small  cloths 
worth  Rs.  2 ;  and  to  the  peon,  a  head-cloth  worth 
half  a  pagoda,  and  a  sheet  worth  8  fanams. 
en^Histed  ^  ^^^^  gavo  them  letters  for  delivery  to  the  Eaja, 

dehveo-^"'    Narana  Bhattan,  and  Pedda   Aiyavar.     I   sent  the 
persons  mentioned  below  to  accompany  the  presents ; 
fent'by        ^^^•'  Krishua  Sastri,  Varada  Aiyangar,  Rayal  Aiyan 
tVicTaity* '  and  two  peons ;   as  also  Arumuga  Pandaram,  a  physi- 
cian, to  treat  the  Raja.     They  took  leave   of  me, 
spent  the  night  at  my  Brahman  village,  and  after- 
wards resumed  their  journey. 
M.ixsnia-         Tuesday,  12th  July  171^6,  or  S^nd  Anl  of  Akshaya. 

rtts  visits  ,  '  , 

at"his'         — This  morning   M.   Desmar^ts  went   to  interview 

the  Governor,  but  finding  the   entrance  to  his  house 

closed,  he  came  to  the  arecanut  storehouse,  where 

I  was.     I  requested   him    to  furnish   me   with   the 

latest    intelligence     from     the    French    ships    just 

arrived,  and  asked  him  whether  he  had  yet  heard 

anything.     He  replied  as  follows  : — 

Relates  *'  M.  Duplclx  informed  the  Company  that  the 

InXby^     climate  of  Pondichery  did  not  agree  with  him,  and  on 

toth"^'^"'   this  plea  submitted  the  following  alternative  pro- 

Comi)aii.v.  . 

posals   for  their   acceptance.     These  were  that  he 


is.  bESiUR^TS'  NEWS  TOUCHING  M.  BVPLElX.  \\*l 


should    be   transferred  to  Chandernagore,    making      Chap. 

XX. 

that  the  seat  of  the  central  Government,  and  sub-      - — 

1740 

ordinating  the  other  settlements  —  including  Pondi- 
chery — to  its  control ;  or  that  Chandernagore  should 
be  constituted  an  independent  Government  like 
Mascareigne,  with  M.  Dupleix,  on  his  existing  emolu- 
ments, at  its  head — he  being  made  directly  re- 
sponsible to  the  Directors  for  all  his  acts.  He  offered, 
in  the  event  of  either  of  the  foregoing  suggestions 
being  accepted,  his  services,  as  Governor,  for  the 
full  term  of  his  life.  He  also,  it  is  stated,  pro- 
pitiated the  Comptroller- General  with  presents  in 
view  to  inducing  him  to  support  his  proposals.  M. 
Dupleix  has  accordingly,  so  it  is  understood,  been 
appointed  Governor  of  Chandernaofore,  which  is  to  Mentions 

^•r  _  .  report  tliat 

be  raised  to  an  independent   settlement  having  no  hLKf''^ 
concern  with  Pondichery,  and  to  be  under  the  direct  Governor 

'^  of  Cliander. 

controlof  the  Directors.     The  orders  of  the  Company  "="«°''''- 
on  the  subject  are  expected  by  the  seven  ships  which 
are  shortly  to  arrive.     M.  Dupleix  will  therefore  be 
a  Governor  for  life.     He  will  be  succeeded  at  Pondi-  atui 

appoint- 

chery  by  M.  de  Leyrit  the  brother  of  M.  d'Espremenil,  nie'in  ^'^ 
from  Mahe,  where   M.  de  Leyrit's   present  Deputy,  queifceof 
M.  liouet,  will  be  appointed  as  Director." 
M.  Desmar^ts  continued  : 
"  France  has  conferred  on  M.  Dumas  a  life-grant  Lif.-srnmt 

~  ofajapir 

of  the  jagir  of  Azhisapakkam,   which   is  virtually  p,",'n;.e-\„ 
the  settlement  of  an    annuity  of  5,000  crowns    on  '  ' 
him.     The  French  have,  of  their  own  motion,  leased 
Azhisapakkam  to  him  for   this  amount,  stipulating 
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that  the  jagir  shall  pass  to  the  Company  on  his 
death.  His  influence  in  France  is  great.  The  King 
having  lent  funds  to  the  Compan}-,  caused  an  exami- 
nation of  the  accounts  of  the  Directors  to  be  made 
by  a  Royal  Commission  consisting  of  twelve  mem- 
bers. This  has  led  to  the  investigation  of  M. 
Dumas's  accounts  — a  circumstance  to  which  the 
grant  of  Azhisapakkam  and  the  lease  of  it  by  the 
Company  owe  their  origin.  The  matter  however 
cost  M.  Dumas  the  making  of  considerable  presents 
at  the  time  of  the  inquiry,  and  it  was  by  these  means 
that  he  has  obtained  the  enjoyment  of  Azhisa- 
pakkam, subject  to  resumption  of  it  by  the  Company 
after  his  death.  The  same  twelve  Commissioners 
are  now  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  the  transac- 
tions of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  this  apparently 
does  not  bid  fair  to  conclude  happily  for  him." 

Thereupon  I  observed  :  "  We  cannot  saj^  what  a 
liberal  gift  might  not  effect  here  also."  Coinciding 
with  my  remark,  he  said  that  the  passing  of  orders 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  an  individual 
depended  on  the  extent  to  which  he  lavished  presents 
on  the  Comptroller- General. 

Our  conversation  afterwards  turned  on  general 
topics  bearing  on  the  affairs  of  Europe  and  this 
country,  to  chronicle  which  would  probably  require 
twenty  pages,  but  which  I  pass  over  on  account  of 
their  unimportance.     I  have  recorded  the  essentials. 

This  morning  at  9,  the  Council  met,  but  what 
business  was  transacted  is  not  known. 
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The  European  soldiers  who  recently  landed  have      Chap. 


been  told  off  bj  fifties  as  guards  at  the  Madras  and 
other  gates  of  Pondichery.  pistVibu 


17^6. 


t  ion  of 

This  morning,  guns  were   heard  in  the  direction  |.™'^{;^,^, 
of  Cuddalore  and  Fort.  St.  David.     It  was  conjee-  coMjed 

tared 

tured  that  the  English  ships  which  had  appeared  'J,;nj,\|'Jif^ 
off  Neofapatam  must  have  arrived  in  the  roads  at  XuiiZre"^ 

,   .       .  .  ,  !"id  fort 

these  places.     Each  man,  as  his  imagination  moved  s^ti^^vid. 
him,  expressed  his  views  on  the  subject. 

The  Governor  addressed  a  letter  to  Mir  Ghulam  9 f '■"'[. 
Husain  advising  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  from  GhuiTm 
France,  of  its  having  had  a  battle  with  the  Eno'lish  =v"^ai  of 
on  the  way,  of  the  defeat  of  the  latter,    and  of  the  andd'ellat 
victorious  arrival  of  the  French  sliips  in  the  road- 
stead   at    Pondichery.     A    similar   letter    was    also 
despatched  by  me.     In  his  communication   to  Mir 
Ghulam  Husain,  the  Governor  expressed  the  hope  of 
being  able,   on  the  arrival    of  the  seven    additional 
ships  shortly  expected,  to  return  the  lakh  of  rupees 
lent  by   him,   and  promised  to   remit  at  once    the  Ti>f '»«««• 

•^  i  promises  iit 

interest  which  had  accrued  on  this  sum.     A  private  reiu'in'oi'' 
letter  was  also  addressed  by  the  Governor  to  Husain 
Sahib,  in  which,  after  referringr  to  the  arrival  of  ten  Governor 

^  repeats  tins 

French  vessels,  the   attack  made   on   them    by  the  '""='*''•'• 
English,  and  the  beating  off  of  the  latter,  he   stated 
that  the    10,000    pagodas   owed   by   him  would   be 
remitted,   and  requested  that  some    one  shouhl  bo 
despatched  to  receive  the  money. 

Those  having  communication  with  Cuddalore  and 
Fort.  St.  David  report  that  the  inhabitants  of  these 
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places,    having    heard    of    the    arrival  of    fleet   at 
Pondichery,  are  deserting  their  houses. 

Wednesday,  13th  July  17k-6,  or  Id  Adi  of  Ahsliaya, 
constellation  Kdrttigai. — Some  time  ago,  on  account  of 
a  misunderstanding  at  Tanjore  between  Rango  Pandit 
and  Annappa  Settigai,  the  former,  quitting  that 
town,  resided  for  some  time  at  Udaiyarpalaiyam,  and 
has  since  betaken  himself  to  Pondichery.  This  man 
visited  me,  and  stated  that  he  had  received  advice  of 
Annappa  Settigai  having  been  committed  to  prison 
on  loth  of  Ani  [20th  June]  last,  and  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Manoji  Appa  in  his  room ;  and  he  added 
that  his  brothers  had  written  to  him  at  the  instance 
of  Setugoswami  and  Manoji  Appa  to  proceed  to 
Tanjore,  in  order  to  settle  certain  matters.  He 
proposes  going  there,  leaving  his  son  and  wife  here, 
but  contemplates  bringing  them  to  Tanjore  after  he 
has  disposed  of  his  business.  He  bade  me  farewell, 
and  intends  starting  to-morrow. 

This  morning,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  passed 
through  the  Yilliyanallur  gate,  on  his  way  to  Ozhu- 
karai.  The  soldiers  there,  observing  this,  honoured 
him  by  turning  out,  and  forming  up  as  a  guard  of 
honour.  He  however  sent  word  to  them  by  his  peon 
that  such  a  ceremonial  was  unnecessary,  as  he  was 
not  wearing  uniform,  but  had  on  only  a  dressing 
gown  and  night-cap.  Nevertheless  they  paid  him 
the    honour,    and     beat     the     "  Tambour."  *      On 


*  This  was  the  minor  form  of  salute,  and  was  accorded  to  officials 
of  inferior  degree.     It  still  existB  in  the  French  Army. 


M.  DE  LA  BOUBDONNAIS   VERSUS  Af.  DUQVESNE.         l'2'\ 


his  return  from  Ozhukarai,    M.   de  la  Bourdonnais      Chap. 

XX 

entered  by  tlie  Yazliudav^r  gate  at  which,  too,  the      - — '- 
soldiers    holding  it  turned    out,    and  received  him  oniiis 

ii'turn  lie 

with  a  guard  of  honour.  On  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  j^^^S*''^ 
pointing  out  to  them,  as  he  had  to  those  at  the 
Villiyanalllir  gate,  the  needles sness  of  observing  this 
ceremony,  the  guard  was  dismissed.  Again,  when 
he  entered  the  fort  gate,  the  soldiers  there  prepared 
to  fall  in  as  a  guard  of  honour,  but  on  being  advised 
as  those  at  the  town-gates  had  been,  they  with- 
drew. M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  afterwards  sent  for  3J^^f,.^iJ,"j. 
M.  Duquesne    and   said  to    him:    "Because    1    am  fwM.^"  ^ 

Duquesne. 

within    the    jurisdiction   of    your    Governor,   youv 

guards,  when  I  pass  them,  beat  the  "  Tambour  "  for 

me,   an  honour  accorded  to  the   Deputy  Governor. 

But  I  suppose  that  you  will  not  take  exception  to  the  i^'jI'^^'^'jI'/ 

beating,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  the  Governor,  of  the  'he'belting 

"  Tambour-aux champs  "  *  for  me  when  surrounded  "Tam- 

-'•  bour-aux- 

by  my  own  majors,  captains,  and  soldiers  ?  "     M.  amount' 
Duquesne  replied  that  he  could  not  allow  it.     There-  mcn.^'" 
upon  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  preferred  a  complaint  andKeu 
to  the  Governor  against  M.  Duquesne,  alleging  that  n^s'prefers 

n  complaint 

the  latter  had  said  that  he  would  permit  the  beating  ^o',.'^^:^^^ 
of  the  "  Tambour  "  alone,  when  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
passed  the  guards,  and  that  if  this  was  not  acceptable 
to  him  he  need  not  show  himself.     Thereupon,  M. 
Dupleix  summoned  M.   Duquesne,  and  called  upon 


*  This  was  the  major  form  of  sahitc,  and  was  accorded  only  to  otticials 
of  high  degree.     It  still  exists  in  the  French  Army. 
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Chav.      him  for  an  explanation  as    to  why  he  had  said  to 

'-J-      M.  de  la  Boil rdonnais  that   the  ''Tambour"  wouhl 

lie  intciro-    be  beaten  foi-  him,  and  that  if  he  pleased  he  mio^ht 

jriites  M.  ^  ^ 

Dnciucsiic.    pass  through  the  ranks  of  the  guards,  and  if  not,  he 

need  not.     M.  Duquesne  denied  having  made  a  state- 

whodenifs  ment  as  alleged  and  averred  that  what  he  had  said 

Ilio  clitii'irc. 

was  that  the  honour  of  the  "  Tambour  "  could  alone 
be  accorded  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  that  if 
he  desired  the  "  Tambour-aux-champs,"  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Governor  must  be  obtained, — but  that  he 
made  no  mention  of  passing  through  the  rnnks.  -  M, 
Dupleix,  though  within  himself  he  believed  that  M. 
Duquesne  would  not  have  spoken  as  represented  by 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  nevertheless,  and  in  order 
Bur  who  is    to  gratify   the   latter,   directed  the   continement  of 

iilncGcl  ill 

confinp-       ]\r.  DuQuesnc  ill  the  belfry  of  the  fort,  remarkinor  at 

ment.  J  e'  '  o 

the  same  time  that  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  beiner  a 

gentleman,  would  not  have  lied,  and  that  it  was  he 

K,emaiks:of  who   misrepresented  facts.     M.  de  la  Bourdonnais, 

diarist  on  inii  i  ii-  i*  t 

this  affair,  should  have  taken  the  hint,  and  interceding  on  behalf 
of  M.  Duquesne,  have  requested  the  countermanding 
of  the  order.  But  he  remained  silent,  with  the  desire 
that  the  punishment  adjudged  should  be  inflicted, 
and  M.  Duquesne  was  committed  to  custody.  The 
o/"m  dTbi  point  which  hurts  the  feelings  of  M.  de  la  Bour- 
naiTi',^""     donnais    is    that  he    should    be    denied  the  honour 

resrards  thi' 

-Taniiiour-  (jf  fj^e    "  Tambour-aux-champs,  '    accorded    to   the 

.•iiuniDs.       Governor,  though  he  has  himself  been  a  Governor, 

and  is  now  vested  by  the   King  with  the  command 

of  ships  of   war.     On  the  other  hand,  M.  Dupleix 
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argues  that  he  alone  is  the  Governor  of  this  citj  ;     Chap. 

XX. 


that    M.    de  la  Bourdonnais,    although    independent 
when   arioat,  ceases  to  be  so,  and  becomes  his  sub-  vieMsol 
ordinate,  as  soon    as    he    sets   loot   on    shore;    and  •^"'/.''^ 
that    the    claim    on    his    part     is   therefore    a    pre- 
sumptuous   one.     M.    Dupleix's     grievance    is    that  •^^iv'a"'"*' 

i  r  o  of  JI. 

M.   de  la  Bourdonnais  maintains   a  body    guard    of  Swf 
eighteen  troopers,  causes    Hoiirishes    of  trumpets  to  Boimion- 
be  sounded,   and   the  big  drum  to  be  beaten  when 
he  is  at  dinner,    and  assumes    other    honours  exclu- 
sively reserved  for  the  Governor.     Thus  M.  Dupleix 
and  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  are,  at  heart,  iealous  of  one  The  two 

'   «•  jenlous  one 

another's  rights  and  privileges,  though  they  preserve  "'*^«'°ther. 
an  outward  appearance  of  amity. 

Thursdaii^  14th  Juhj  171^6  or  2nd  Adi  of  Ak-  m.  Duqu- 
shay  a. — This  morning,  M.  Duquesne  was  released  ''^'''"«''''- 
from  confinement. 

M.    de  la  Bourdonnais  landed  some  of  those  who  m.  doia 

Hoiudoii- 

were  aboard  the  ships ;  and  mustering  all  his  "eviewot* 
soldiers,  who  had  been  posted  at  the  city  gates  in 
forties  and  fifties,  as  also  his  officers,  and  the  men 
whom  he  had  brought  ashore,  held  a  parade 
opposite  to  the  Governor's  house,  and  reviewed 
them.  He  then  stood  in  their  midst,  when  he  was 
saluted  by  them  with  their  weapons,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Governor.  After  the  parade  was 
over,  he  repaired  to  M.  Desjardiiis'  house,  which  had 
been  assicrncd  in  him  as  a  residejice.  The  parade 
held  by  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  uot  attejidod  oi- 
witnessed  b}M.  Dupleix.  who  in-ctcuded  to  Im^  asleep 
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all  the  while,  and  then  having  dressed  after  the 
troops  had  dispersed,  came  out  to  sit  as  usual  in  the 
courtyard.  The  Deputy  Governor  and  others,  who 
had  for  some  time  been  waiting  outside,  presented 
themselves  before  him.  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  also 
paid  him  a  visit.  The  Governor  and  he  enter  lain 
a  mutual  dislike  for  one  another.  The  former  is 
aggrieved  because  M.  de  la  Boufdonnais  does  not 
regard  himself  as  his  subordinate,  maintains  a  guard 
of  honour  of  troopers,  keeps  at  his  residence  a  party 
of  soldiers  and  troopers,  and  conducts  everything 
independently,  and  without  consultation  with  him  ; 
whilst  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  holds  that  he  is  on  a 
par  with  the  Governor,  and  is  consequently  entitled 
to  all  the  honours  accorded  to  that  functionary ; 
and  that  the  control  of  military  operations  resting 
wholly  with  him,  he  is  not  bound  to  consult  the 
Governor  in  matters  connected  therewith.  Thus 
business  is  transacted  between  them  with  but  little 
cordiality.  The  future  development  of  this  remains 
to  be  seen. 

This  morning  at  9,  Rango  Pandit,  who  had  come 
from  Tanjore,  informed  me  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  his  brothers  there  stating  that  their  affairs 
were  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  that  he  had  been 
invited  to  return  home.  He  consequently  took 
leave  of  me,  and  departed.  Three  years  ago,  owing 
to  a  misunderstanding  between  him  and  Annappa 
Settigai  at  Tanjore,  he  had  betaken  himself  to 
KaruppQr  in  Udaiyarpalaiyam,  and  thence  came  to 


WHAT  BUFELL  a.  SETTIGAI  AND  HIS  BELAIIVES.        \2b 


Pondichery.     It  is  now  two  years  since  he  arrived      ciup 
here.     On  the  10th  of  Ani  '_^20th  June]  last,  Annappa 
Settigai    was    placed    in    confinement,    and   all    his  hi 
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previous 


property  was  confiscated  by  Pratap  Sing  Raja.     His  movements. 
brother-in-law,    Sultanji   Appa,    together  with   his  'f^^'^ttj^^^j 
brothers,  and  Vital  Pandit,  as  also  all  his  dependents,  relatives. 
were  likewise  imprisoned,  and  their  property  too  was 
seized.     Their  accounts  are  still  under  examination. 
The  office  held  by  Annappa  Settigai  has  been  be- 
stowed upon  Manoji  Appa.     S^tugoswami  the  priest 
of  the  Raja,  and  Manoji   Appa  the  present  secre-   Promises 
tary,  have  both  promised  to  give  Rango  Pandit  the  y^llf{^i  ,jy 
charge  of  a  subah,  and  to   cause  the  restoration  of  at  xanjore. 
all  his  property,  including  his  houses.     He  said  that 
his  brothers  had  written  to  him  to  this  effect. 

Jjakshmana   Nayakkan    and    Sungu    Mutturama  Reiiuest 

•^  '^  made  to 

Chetti  requested    Rango  Pandit  to  use  bis  influence  h™*,?"'" 
in  realising  for  them  the  debts  due  by  their   assent  recovery 

^  •^  .  O  of  certain 

Addapalli  Venkatarama  Chetti,  Draksha  Balu  Chetti,  ''''^*''- 
and  some  others.  They  offered,  in  the  event  of  the 
Raja  taking  measures  for  the  recovery  of  the 
claims,  to  pay  to  the  darbar  30  per  cent,  of  the  gross 
collections.  They  also  executed  a  deed  empower- 
inff  Kang-o   Pandit  to  act  as  their  affentfor  a  period  M-r.wac- 

!-•  fT'  ■   ■  r>  r  „„.„(  made 

of  nine  months,  and  the  latter  has  given  a  counter  "'"'  '"'"■ 
agreement. 

1     asked     Rango     I'aiidit    to    take    the    son    of  Dumsi 

asks  jiini 

Narasappa  Nayakkan,  wlio  had  bcfMi  at  Tirukkaiiji  .'"I'luiiii 
for   about  a    month,   lo   'lanjoi-c,  and    appoint   him  "postal 

Taiijorf. 

as  an  officer  or  superintendent  of  some  sort  ;  and 
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he  consented  to  do  so.  I  then  |)resent('d  him 
with  lour  jewels,  and  l>adr  him  farewell.  He  took 
lea,ve  of  me,  stating  that  he  would  proce<^({  on  his 
journey  by  way  of  Villiyanallfii-.  His  cdiildren  and 
all  the  othei-  members  of  his  family  remain  here. 
He  has  orone  alone,  and  said  that;  he  would  write 
from  lanjoi'e,  as  to  when  they  might  follow  him. 

Fridiu/,  loth  J  III  ij  17  lid,  or  3rd  Adi  of  Aksltoija . — 
The  news  of  to-day  from  Fort  St.  David  is  this  : 
As  the  English  men-of-war  which  attacked  those  of 
the  French  off  Xegapatam,  and  were  j-outed,  have 
not  yet  been  sighted,  the  merchants  and  inhabit- 
ants of  Fort  St.  Oavid  and  Cuddalore  are  sending 
their  articles  of  value  and  their  furniture,  to- 
gether with  their  women  and  childi-en,  to  Porto 
Novo,  and  the  men  alone  remain  there.  Oi-kaudi 
Rangappa  Nayakkan,  the  dubash  of  Mr.  Hinde,  Gov- 
ernor of  Fort  St.  David,  was  the  first  to  despatch 
his  wife,  children,  and  his  property,  to  Porto  Novo  ; 
others  then  followed  his  example.  The  alarm  which 
the  reverse  has  excited  in  the  breasts  of  the  people 
of  those  places — natives  as  well  as  Europeans — 
is  beyond  desoriptioji.  Of  the  Dutch  traders  and 
artisans  at  Porto  Novo  who  betook  themselves  to 
Fort  St.  David  and  Cuddalore  (hiring  the  late 
Mahratta  inroad,  the  major  portion  remained  there. 
But  all  of  them  have  now,  with  their  belongings, 
promptly  returned  to  Porto  iS^ovo.  (\iddalore  and 
Fort  St.  David  are  deserted,  but  Porto  Novo  is  as 
flourishing,  and  brisk  with  trade,  a.s  it  used  to  be. 
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The  citizens   of  Madras  are  without   exception      chap. 

XX. 

overwhelmed  with  consternation,  the  wealthy  there,       __1 
and  those  who  carry  on  mercantile  transactions  with  consterna- 

„         .  tion  at 

Arcot  and  the  neighbouring  country  are  transterring  Mmii-as. 
their  goods  to  that  town,  and  the  rest  of  the  popu- 
lation is  also  in  a  state  of  unrest.  It  is  said  that 
trustworthy  information  has  been  received  to  this 
effect,  ft  is  reported  that  8ambu  Das,  the  son 
of  Sankaraparik.  went  to  Arcot  four  or  five  days 
ago,  and  that  his  childi'en  are  pi'eparing  to  follow 
him       Reliable  intellio-ence   has  alyo   been    received  (.-ovemoi 

-  there  stated 

that  the  Governor,  Mr.  Morse,  who  is  a  man  wholly  broken 
destitute  of  courage  and  fortitude,  is  much  broken  in 
spirit,  that  vigorous  arrangements  are  being  made 
for  the  defence  of  the  fort,  and  that  the  ships  are 
being  brought  nearer  the  shore  and  are  being  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition.  The  people  there  are 
said  to  be  utterly  cast  down,  as  their  ruler  is  wanting 
in  presence  of  mind.  The  French  will,  ere  long,  xewsor 
be  further  reinforced  by  ships  which  have  already  m*:"*"!' 

t  I  t       ships  for 

anchored    at    Point    de  Galle,  and   their   expected  '"'^  i">-"^"''- 

arrival  is  jiow  known  both  to  the  PVench,  and  to  the 

Phiglisli,  through  a   Dutch  sloop  which  met   them, 

and  has  brought  news  that  they  have  reached  Xega- 

patam.     These   tidings,  whilst  the}-  have  enhanced 

the   enthusiasm    of    the  French,  have    broken   the 

spirit    of    the    Knglish.      Twenty    chests    of    silver  Proii,-rtvoi 

"  •  Mr.  Uarnet 

belongriiio-  to  Mr.    Barnet,  and  a  thousand  and  odd  ?;"''''r.!iV.. 
packages,  the  property  of  the  (^ompany,  which  were  Mariral." 
at  Fort  S't.  David,  have  been  transferred  to  Madras. 
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The  merchants  withui  and  beyond  the  precincts  of 
Fort  St.  David,  are  packing  up  their  goods,  and 
lodging  them,  for  security,  in  the  fort,  whither — 
so  our  spies  have  ascertained — the  English  of  the 
surrounding  localities,  such  as  Cuddalore,  V'aadi- 
palaiyam,  and  Fort  St.  David,  are  likewise  transfer- 
ring their  property. 

Scdiirdat/,  16th  Julij  17.^6, or  J^fh  Adl  oj-  Ahshai/a. — - 
The  captain  of  one  of  the  five  sail  whicli  recently 
arrived,  and  whose  name  is  not  known  to  me,  died 
this  morning,  after  an  illness.  The  colours  of  his 
ship  were  half-masted,  and  minute  guns  were  fired 
until  his  remains  were  interred,  when  a  salvo  was 
dischai'ged  by  the  whole  fleet  together.  The  funeral 
took  place  at  lialf-past  5  this  evening. 

fn  the  course  of  conversation  with  me  this 
morning  at  9,  the  Governor  said  as  follows  :  "  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais  is  a  strange  man,  with  an  un- 
governable temper.  He  is  a  babbler.  His  injustice 
at  Mascareigne  drove  the  inhabitants  there  to 
petition  against  him  to  the  Minister  in  France. 
He  was  on  the  point  of  being  executed ;  but  tlianks 
to  his  good  luck,  which  seems  to  attend  him  still, 
he  effected  his  escape  by  propitiating  with  lavish 
presents  M.  de  Fulvy,  the  brother  of  the  Comp- 
troller-General, who  was  open  to  bribes,  ^yith  a 
squadron  of  seven  sail  he  set  out  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  Arabia,  boasting  that  he  would  subjugate 
that  country.  But  he  failed  in  this  project,  and 
thereby  caused   serious  loss  to  the  Company.     He 
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is  a  great  impostor."  M.  Dupleix  said  manj  other  Chap. 
disparaging  things  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais.  Not  — 
only    did   1    throuo-hout    express    myself     in   har-  Diarist 

•^  o  r  .7  speaks 

mony  with  his   views,  but  I  dwelt  at  length,  and  flaueiingiy 
in    highly   eulogistic   terms,    on    the    address    with  <iove?nor 
which  he  administered  the  affairs   of   this   city  at  j'^atlo.?""" 
so   critical  a  time  as  the  present,  and  on  the  tact 
with  which  he  expended  from  his  own  purse  two 
lakhs    of   pagodas    to   relieve    the    townsmen    from 
embarrassment,   and   maintain    them  in    prosperity 
such  as  though  thej  were  in  times  when  trade  and 
commerce  were  at  their  best.      1  remarked  that  the 
ability    and   success    of   the    administration    of   his 
predecessors  could  not  bear  comparison  with    those 
of  his,  and  that  it  was   problematical  whether  any 
of  his  successors  would  reach  the  standard  of  his 
qualifications  ;  and  T  averred  that  there  was  no  man 
in   India  who  could  conduct   affairs  of   state  with 
the  consummate  skill  that  he  had  displayed  at  the  Amireiers 
momentous  period    of  the  threatened  attack  by  the  ^w'^aed 
English  on  Pondichery,  when  they  captured  all  the  EngiLh'" 

.  Till  1  threatened 

rrench   ships,   and  nitercepted   all   the   sloops   and  P'""ii'^iierj. 
native  craft  bound  thither.     I  asserted  further  that 
the  Company  could  not  in  future  secure  the  services 
of  a  like  officer. 

I    talked  to  him  for  a  long   while  ;   showering  m.  Dupie.x 

1   •  Tiyr     lA         I     •  •  1  resumes  thr 

encomnims  on  mm.  M.  iJupleix  rosummo-  the  con-  'P'l^ersu- 
versation,  said  : 

*'  The    universal    opitiiou    of    the    officers    who 
accompanied  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais    is   that   it    was 
17  VOL.  I  J, 
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uiifloubtefll}-  his  ne^^lect  that  permitted  the  escape 
of  the  Euo^lish  ships,  and  that  all  of  them  could  have 
been  captured.  This  is  what  they  individually  stated 
when  having  personal  interviews  witli  me.  But  his 
explanation  is  that  he  had  on  board  vast  quantities 
of  goods  and  treasure,  and  that  three  of  the  ships 
were  absolutely  without  provisions  —  pleas  which, 
1  suppo.se,  must  be  accepted.  This  circumstance  led 
to  their  escape.  But  under  similar  conditions  in  the 
future,  iliej  must  not  be  let  off;  and  must  fight  to 
the  last :  one  side  must  be  destroyed  by  the  other. 
There  should  be  no  alternative." 

Expressing  myself  in  a  manner  which  was  agree- 
able to  his  feelings,  T  continued  the  conversation  by 
observing  that  three  ships  laden  with  treasure  had 
sailed  from  Madras  for  Calcutta.*  In  response  to 
this  he  referred  to  one  of  the  frigates  which  had 
arrived  from  France  and  had  subsequently  left  for 
that  place,  and  assured  me  that  she  singly  could 
overpower  and  capture  all  these.  This  closed  our 
talk,  in  the  course  of  which  various  other  matters 
were  also  discussed.  I  have  however  committed 
the  leading  points  to  paper. 

The  news  this  evening  is  that  the  Governor  of 
Fort  St.  David  has  summoned  the  merchants  there, 
and  notified  to  them  that  thej'  have  his  permission 
to  send  their  children,  money,  and  goods,  to  such 
places  as  they  think  fit.  and  that  they  have  done  so. 


•  'I'lie  word  usod  in  the  original  is  "Beno-al." 
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This  intelligeuce  has   been  furnished  by  Guriivappa      cair. 
Chetti,  as  having  hoard  it  from  the  brother  of  Vira       — 

1 7-16 

Chetti,  who  has  returned  from   Fort  St.  David  and 
Cuddalore. 

The  funeral  of  the  naval  captain    who   died    this  Fune.ainf 

thedeceaseil 

morning  took  place  in  the  evening.  Two  hundred  J.^j'^fain. 
soldiers  formed  the  procession,  which  marched  with 
the  rojal  standard,  and  with  drums  and  pipes. 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  and  all  the  captains  of  the  ships 
accompanied  it,  and  were  present  at  the  interment 
of  the  corpse  in  the  church.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  in  an  imposing  manner  ;  the  soldiers  fired 
three  volleys,  and  each  ship  twenty-one  guns  :  seven 
were  also  fired  from  the  fort. 

Sunday,  17th  Jnli/  17If6,  or  oth  Adi  <>/  Aks/z/ii/'i. —   kiivo.\> 

T^  s  T  •  '      T  '  arrive  from 

I  his    morning,   one   Ramalinga  Aiyan,   deputed   by  ^^fitaj"  . 

~  o  ^         '  I  J     persons  in 

Ramakrishna    Pillai    the    minister    of      Sivagfano-a  '^""•"''■*'- 


o^ 


Nalukottudaija  T^van,*  of  the  Nan  da  Gopalaf 
caste,  and  another  Brahman,  named  .  .  .  ,|  sent 
by  Katavaraya  Pillai  of  Tan j  ore  arrived  here. 
Their  ostensible  purpose  is  to  seek  a  bride  for  the 
son  of  Ramakrishna  Pillai,  but  in  reality  their  mission 
is  to  negotiate  an  alliance  between  those  chiefs  and 
the  French.     For  this  purpose,  they  propose  either  Then 

'  object  In 

to  sell  or  lease  Sundarapaiidiyanpattaijam,  or  Tondi,  f^^^^Z^ 
to  the  French,  or  if  they  so  elect,  to  allow  them  to  vVmu. 
establish  a  factory  unde]-   the   authorilA    of   ;i  lease 


*  The  Llaja  ol  Sivaganga. 

t  The  cow-herd  fasti',  to  «  l.icli  liiinisi  hiiuhcll  Uflonut^rl, 

X  Blank  in  orig-inrd. 
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Chaf.      subject  to  a  light  rental  and  other  charges.     The 
—       French   are    ^iven    the  choice  of  any  of  the  fore- 

1746.  .  ",  1    .       .  •       T  1      1  • 

going  proposals,  and  it  is  stipulated  that  in  return 
thej  should,  in  times  of  war,  side  with  them,  and 
assist  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  ;  and  that 
there  should  be  free  commercial  intercourse  between 
their  territories,  and  those  of  the  French.  In 
view  to  promote  such  an  interchange,  thej  promise 
to  assign,  without  pecuniaiy  consideration,  villages 
worth  2,000  pons,  and  they  ask  that  the  atti- 
tude of  the  French  towards  them  should  be  one  of 
lasting  friendship  and  affection.  Ramalinga  Aiyan 
biarist        has    been    sent   hither    with    this    object,    and    has 

hears  tlieii- 

and  peruses  brought  a  Written  message  to  the  foregoing  effect, 
brought  bv    It  is  now  four  days  since  they  arrived.     1   listened  to 

them.  ■-  "^ 

what  they  had  to  say,  and  perused  the  letters  brought 

To  which      b\- them.     I   addressed  a  suitable  reply  to   Rama- 
he  sends         "^  -^  *■ 

repiS."  krishua  Pillai.  and  another  to  Tanjore  Katavaraya 
Pillai,  advising  the  latter  of  the  purport  of  the  com- 
munication addressed  to  Ramakrishna  Pillai.  I  at 
the  same  time  communicated   to  Ramalinga  Aiyan 

Theenrcvs    and  the   Brahman   from  Katavarayan  such  of   the 

return  to 

Tanjor*..  messasfes  to  their  masters  as  could  or  should  be  told 
to  them  in  person.  'Ihe  former  has  been  presented 
with  two  yards  of  yellow  broad-cloth,  and  the  latter 
with  a  head-cloth  worth  three-fourths  of  a  pagoda. 
They  have  this  day  taken  leave  and  started  on  their 
return  journey. 
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jointly  with  diarist,  and  that  he  sent  word  to  Madame  Dupleix  as  to  his 
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uutitnesB — Ilangei-on  of  au  ex-servant  of  M.  de  la  Eourdounais',  spj 
of  English — Arrested,  and  confined — Informant  receives  large  reward 
— Governor  hands  certain  articles  fo  diarist,  and  instructs  liim  as  to 
disposal  of  theni--Gives  liini  a  lettei',  and  eii.ioins  secrecy  as  to  coutents 
— Directs  him  to  find  pilot  for  certain  ports  in  Ceylon — Conversation 
witli  M.  Lhostis  touching  a,  certain  bond — Joint  trade  venture  of  M. 
de  la  Villebague  and  diarist — The  former  settles  accounts — They  meet 
M.  Dubois,  who  congratulates  diarist  on  apijointment  as  courtier — 
His  reply — Bemarks  of  51.  Dubois  on  this — Conversation  between 
Europeans  on  the  subject — M.  de  la  Villebague  makes  some  observa- 
tions— Alludes  to  opposition  of  the  ijriests — Refers  to  unfitness  of 
Ohinna  Mudali — And  suggests  that  diarist  is  the  fittest  person  for 
appointment — Subsequent  conversation  on  general  topics. 

Monclaij,  18tli  July  17lf6,  or  6th  Adi  of  Ak.shaya. — 
This  morning  at  7,  the  wife  of  the  Deputy  Gover- 
nor M.  Legou,  expired  in  the  hospital  here.  Her 
remains  were  removed  to  his  house,  the  entrance 
and  door-wajs  of  which  were,  according  to  the 
manners  and  customs  of  his  people,  covered  with 
black  cloth.  The  bodj  was  also  clad  in  black, 
and  candles  were  kept  burning  around  it.  The  wife 
of  the  Governor,  and  all  other  Europeans,  visited 
the  relatives,  to  condole  with  them.  The  funeral  toot 
place  this  evening,  and  was  attended  by  the  Gover- 
nor, M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  all  others.  A  hun- 
di'ed  soldiers  were  ranged  in  a  line  on  either  side  of 
cortege.  Commencing  at  3  o'clock,  guns  were  fired, 
at  intervals  of  two  minutes,  both  from  tlie  ship  of 
the  Admiral,  and  from  the  fort,  where  the  colours 
were  hoisted  half-mast.  The  coffin  was  borne  by 
soldiers,  and  escorted  by  four  Councillors,  each  of 
whom  walked,  touching  it,  and  wearing  a  sash  of 
black  crape  across  his  breast;  whilst  the  Governor 
and  other   European  gentlemen   and   ladies  formed 
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the  procession.  The  cortege  —  which  inckided  Ohap. 
the  son  of  the  deceased,  but  not  her  husband  or 
daughters — proceeded  from  the  house  to  the  church 
of  the  Capuchins.  The  cofhn  was  placed  in  the  grave, 
with  the  usual  religious  ceremonies  :  after  the 
performance  of  these  the  soldiers  fired  two  volleys, 
and  then  each  a  sinorle  shot.  Fifteen  o-uns  were  liimgof 
also  fired  from  the  fort,  and  another  fifteen  simulta-  from  for, 

•II-  PI  1  ""'^  ships. 

neouslj  from  each  of  the  eight  ships  oi  the  squadron 
of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  The  Governor  and  all 
others  who  took  part  in  the  procession  returned 
in  their  palanquins,  offered  their  condolences  to 
M.  Legou,  and  repaired  to  their  residences.  We  also 
waited  on  him,  and  returned.  M.  Lesrou's  marriagre 
with  the  deceased  had  bedii  productive  of  little 
domestic  felicity  to  him.     She  was  so   cross-g-rained  Pieviou* 

''  ~  fccentric 

that  she  would  not  allow  any  one  to  enter  her  house,  o/d^on'spd. 
nor  would  she  herself  visit  others  or  permit  her 
husband  to  do  so  ;  and  she  would  not  admit  her 
own  sons  and  daughters  into  her  presence.  Her 
conduct,  induced  by  her  craziness,  appeared  quite 
different  from  that  of  others  of  her  sex.  In  spite 
of  every  efi'ort  on  her  husband's  part  to  humour 
her  whims  and  caprices,  she  was  morose  and  peevish, 
and  would,  at  times,  become  so  excited  as  to  drag 
him  down  and  attack  him,  all  which,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent unpleasant  scenes  and  scandal,  he  endured  for  a 
considerable  period.  About  seven  years  ago,  she 
became  so  demented  that  she  knocked  him  down,  and 
seizing  his  throat,  struck   and  bit  him.      When  this 


13(3 


ANANDA  BANQA  P^JsAVS  DIARY 


Chap, 
XXI. 

1746. 
Her 

subsequent 

insaiiiiy 

and  con  fine- 

inent. 

Letter 

to  the 

Governor 

from 

Nawab  of 

Aroot. 


Reqiiosts 

fnltllnient 

of  a  certain 

agi'eeraent 

touching 

supply  of 

silTer. 


Despatch 
of  a  reply 
ordered. 


Terms  of 
this. 


Explann- 
tioiisotfciffl 
in  it. 


matter  was  reported  to  the  then  Governor  M.  Dumas, 
he  despatched  assistance,  and  caused  her  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  hospital,  where  she  has  remained  ever 
since,  and  has  now  died 

This  day,  a  letter  was  received  by  a  camel  courier 
from  the  NTaw^b  of  Arcot.  The  contents  of  it  were  : 
"  At  the  time  of  the  grant  of  the  permit  to  coin 
rupees,  you  executed  an  agreement  to  deliver  foi- 
the  mint  at  Alambarai  silver  at  the  rate  of  50,000 
pagodas  for  every  trade- ship  that  arrived.  We  now 
hear  that  some  ships  have  come  from  Europe ; 
a  fact  which  affords  us  much  pleasure.  We  request 
that  in  conformity  with  your  agreement  you  will  be 
pleased  to  supply  us  with  silver,  at  the  rate  of  50,000 
pagodas  for  each  of  these.  The  equivalent  of  the 
same  we  will  duly  pay  in  pagodas." 

The  letter  was  read  to  the  Grovernor,  who  ordered 
the  despatch  of  a  reply  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  It  is  a  fact,  no  doubt,  that  we  formerly  sup- 
plied from  every  ship  of  ours  silver  to  the  value  of 
50,000  pagodas,  at  the  rate  of  7  pagodas  and  2  fanams 
[a  .seer].  This  was,  however,  in  consequence  of  the 
particular  friendship  which  subsisted  between  Zuh^r 
Khan  and  ourselves,  and  of  the  solicitude  and  interest 
which  he  exhibited  in  our  concerns;  and  was  intended 
to  be  a  special  concession  to  him.  Since  his  death, 
silver  has  not  been  supplied  by  us  at  this  rate.  We 
have  received  only  a  small  consignment  of  it  by  the 
ships  which  have  recently  arrived,  and  all  of  this  has 
been   coined  into  rupees,  to  meet  our  own  require- 
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raents.     But  a  further  supply  will  come  to  hand  by      Chap. 
seven  ships  which  are  expected  shortly,  and  from  this       — 
we  will,  out  of  reo^ard  for  you,  onive  you  the  quantity  Em-iy 

'^  ^         '   O  ./  -1  J     compliance 

that  you  may  require,  at  the  rate  of  7  pagodas  and  promised. 
2  fanams.    We  will  forthwith  give  joii  intimation  of 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet," 

A  despatch  to  the  foreo^oino^  effect  has  been  sent-   Remai;k« 

r  on  ot  (lianst 

But  now  silver  is  cheaper  in  the  market,  and  sells  for  fmSob- 

nbiiity 

7  pasrodas,  less  1  fanam.  Consequently,  the  Naw^ib  of  a  further 
is  not  likely,  after  receiving  this  reply,  to  press  his 
demand.  Moreover,  the  original  agreement  provided 
that  irrespective  of  rise  or  fall  in  the  price  of  silver,  it 
should  be  supplied  at  7  pagodas  and  2  fanams.  Any 
further  application  from  him  is  therefore  open  to 
doubt. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  Asad  Sahib  the  Letter 

relative  to 

son-in-law  of  Husain  Sahib,   in  which  he   mentions  }oa,?due 
that  he  will  come  here  to  receive  repayment  of  10,000  Governor. 
pagodas  lent  by  Husain  Sahib,  for  the  private  use  of 
the  Governor. 

Tuesday^  19th  July  17h6^  or  7th  Adi  of  Akshaya. —  Diarist 

mi  1   •  •11  '  1      '  waits  on 

io-day  notmng  particularly  noteworth}^  took  place.  ^'■'^S'" 
In  the  morning,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  sent  for  me  and  the 
to  speak  with  him  on  certain  matters  connected  with 
goods,  and  I  accordingly  attended.  I  afterwards 
waited  on  the  Governor,  and  then  repaired  to  the 
arecanut  storehouse,  whence  I  returned  home.  At 
noon,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  entertained  the  wife  of  the  Former 

entertains 

Governor  at  a  banquet,  on  which  occasion  twenty-  ,u''a^"^'"* 
one  guns  were  fired  simultaneously  by  all  the  ships. 

18  VOL.   I  I  . 


138  ANANDA  RANQA  PILIAVS  DIARY. 


Ci.AP.  Wednesday,    SOth   Jiih/    17 k6,    or    8th    Adi    of 

XXI.  •  .  ,/  J  .J 

—      Akshaya. — This  day,  Madananda  Pandit  paid  me  a 

1746.  .    .       '  .  •  •        r 

Diarist  '  visit,  and  mentioned  that  Tanappa  Mudali,the  younger 
Miuiaii1'i;„i  brother  of  Kanakardva  Mudali,  had  absented  himself 
iiimsoii'       from  his  duties.     I  inquired  to  what  this  was  owingr, 

Irnni  duty.  _  ^  " 

and  whether  it  was  on  account  of  any  indisposition. 
He  said  that  it  was  b<3cause  he  had  taken  to  heart 
the  fact  that  he  had  not  yet  been  confirmed  in  office, 
and  that  he  was  grieved  that  his  position  was 
ZV\Z''^':^       nothino;  more  than  that  of  a  cooly.     I  observed  that 

SflLiOIl    oil  CJ  t.' 

wltti^imin-   there  was  no  harm  in  this,  that  the  appointment 

lormant. 

could  not  slip  through  his  fingers,  and  that  it  would 
sooner  or  later  be  conferred  upon  him.  Madananda 
Pandit's  reply  was  that  Tanappa  Mudali  was  of 
a  different  opinion,  that  lie  was  not  the  person  to 
stay  at  home,  even  for  half  an  Indian  hour,  liad  he 
believed  that  he  had  any  prospect  of  success, 
that  he,  no  doubt,  had  until  then  been  hopeful,  but 
that  he  was  now  desperate,  and  that  consequently, 
instead  of  boldly  refusing  to  do  duty,  he  had  absented 
himself  on  the  pretext  of  illness.  I  then  remarked 
that  if  it  was  only  for  his  constantly  moving 
about,  some  encouragement  should  be  shown  to  him, 
and  that  the  Governor  ought  to  have  given  it. 
Who  asks  Madananda  Pandit  then  brought  to  my  notice  that 

liiin  to  go  '  .         ,      . 

\V'^>  a  letter  which  had  been  received  four  or  five  days 

uovenioi'     asTO  from  Mir  Sahib  ^vas  lyino;  over  unheeded,  and 
that  Chinna  jMudali  desired  him  to  seek  my  aid  in 
refuses        disposing  of  it,  and  to  ask  me  to  accompany  him  to 
HeutiorT^    the  Governor.     But  I  declined  to  go,  stating  that  it 
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was  none  of  my  business,  that  Cbinna  Mudali  should      Chap. 

-  XXI. 

see  to  it  himself,  and  that  I  would  have  no  hand       — 

174-6 

in  it  unless  the  Governor,  after  finding  that  Chinna 
Mudali  could  not  understand  him,  required  my 
services,  and  sent  for  me.  Thereupon  Madananda 
Pandit,  and  Krishnaiyan  the  Hasty,  repaired  to  the 
residence  of  the  Governor,  who,  some  time  after  this,  qo^.^^j.^^,. 
summoned  me,  and  told  me  to  write  a  letter,  sub-  quentiy 

suiiiuions 

scribed  by    myself,  inc[uiring  of  the  dubash  of  the  '"'i^- 
Governor  of  Fort  St.  David  whether  his  master  re-    ^mi  directs 
quired  red  wine.     I  said   "very  well."     He    then  Ivriteto 

i?      1       1  Till  ^^^^  dubash 

entrusted  to  me  four  pieces  oi  cloth  to  be  dyed   blue,  flJi*^''^^^- 
and  of  these  I  took  charge.     He  then  asked  what  the 
news  from  Negapatam  and  places  thereabout  was. 
"  I  have  heard,"  said  I,  "  of  the  arrival  of  an  English  j^^^^.^^ 
ship  at  Trincomalee,  of  new  ones  being  built  and  fitted  the  news 

from 

out  there,  of  the  aid  given  by  the  ])utch  at  Nega-  Sf^^' 
patam   in    the  shape  of  the  necessary    materials — 
such  as  sail-cloth  and  cables  —  ,  and   of  the  disem- 
barkation at   Negapatam  of  some  of   the  wounded 
English."     On  my  adding  that  I  could  not  vouch 
for  the  correctness  of  this,  the  Governor  informed 
me  that  it  was  all  true.     I  further  told  him  that  ^„^  f^.^,^, 
the  people  at  Madras  were  clearing  the    cocoanut  '^^*^^'*^- 
gardens  to  the  north  of  that  city ;    and  that  they 
Avere  all  in  a  state  of  alarm,  and  on  the  watch.     He 
confirmed   this  intelligence  also.     He  then  referred  ncd.sirps 
to  the  sum  of  10,0UC  pagodas  which  had  to  bo  repaid  oMm'm ''' 

rciiiissinii  of 

to  Husain   8ahib,   and  asked   me  to  persuade  that  j',;.-;:;^,'',^'^ 
individual's  son-in-law,  AsadSahib,  when  he  arrived,  ^'""''>'"^'" 
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to  dispense  with  the  demand  for  interest.  I  prom- 
ised to  do  this,  and  to  let  him  know  the  result  of  the 
negotiations.  Some  Europeans  and  captains  of  ships 
having  then  come,  I  took  leave  of  him,  and  departed. 
As  directed  by  the  Governor,  I  despatched  a 
note  to  Rangappa  Xayakkan  at  Fort  St.  David,  and 
delivered  the  four  pieces  of  cloth  to  GoUa  Rangan, 
with  instructions  to  dje  them  properly,  and  return 
them  to  me. 

To-daj^,  the  Bengal  trader  Ma  rip  .Joseph,  was 
despatched  to  Chandernagore.  Of  the  eight  ships 
fitted  out  for  war,  one  has  been  laden  with  pro- 
visions, water,  arms,  and  other  warlike  requisites, 
and  has  been  ordered  to  cruise  as  far  as  Porto  Xovo, 
in  order  to  capture  and  bring  to  Pondichery  any 
small  ships,  sloops,  and  boats,  which  either  belong  to 
the  English,  or  have  on  board  Englishmen  bound 
for  Fort  St.  David,  Cuddalore,  or  Madras.  The 
captain  of  the  frigate  is  said  to  be  M.  de  laGatinais. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  received  any  other 
confidential  instructions.  I  have  committed  to 
writing  what  I  have  heard. 

Thursday,  21st  Juli/  17 If 6,  or  9th  Adi  of  Akshaija. 
—This  morning  at  8,  I  called  at  the  house  of  the 
Governor,  where  I  found  him  and  M.  de  la  Bourdon- 
nais  conversing  together,  and  1  paid  my  respects 
to  them.  Some  time  after  this,  all  the  Councillors  ar- 
rived, and  a  council  was  held.  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
was  present  at  it,  and  after  talking  on  certain 
subjects  for  half  an  Indian    hour,   he  quitted   the 
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council,    and    departed.     The    Governor    and    tho      Chap. 

XXI 

other  Councillors,  however,  continued  their  delibera-      -1—' 
tions.    The  nature  of  these,  and  the  decisions  arrived  sitting' 

,  continued. 

at,  are  not  known. 

As  I  was  on  my  way  to  the  arecanut   storehouse  vun-iat 

,  ,  .  told  that 

Madananda  Pandit  acquainted  me  with  the  fact  that  offidi" 

letters  from  Mir  Sahib  and  other  men  of  rank  had  are  un- 
answered. 

yet  to  be  replied  to.  I  then  asked  whether  Chinna 
Mudali  had  put  in  an  appearance.  He  answered 
that  from  what  he  could  see,  it  was  not  probable  that 
he  would,  for  he  was  much  concerned  at  finding  that 
the  question  of  his  appointment  was  not  disposed  of,  ^!ft'?o'f " 
and  that  it  was  not  likely  that  the  post  would  be  con-  [ws'^'''"*^ 

with  his 

ferred  on  him  ;  that  to  all  appearances,  he  would  not  informant, 
return  to  work  unless  the  matter  was  settled  in  his 
favour,  and  that  even  should  the  Governor  send  for 
him,  there  seemed  to  exist  something  furnishing 
him  with  a  pretext  for  absenting  himself  for  five  or 
six  days  more.     "  Is  that  so?  "  exclaimed  I.     Mada-  ^^''o  , 

tJ  requests 

n§,nda  Pandit  afterwards  requested  me  to  speak  to  speak^to 

J 1  /-I  T  1     •  11  T    Crovernor 

the  Governor  regardmg  replying  to  the  letters.     1  °\y^^*^^ 
told   him   that   it   was   none  of  my  business,  and  declines, 
repaired   to   my   arecanut   storehouse.     Madaiidnda 
Pandit's   idea  is   that  in  the  event  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Chinna  Mudali  as  chief  dubash,  his    own 
influence  would  be   uaramoujit.     Any  other  person  Reflections 
who  obtained  the  post  would  bid  him  keep  aloof,  and  I'ven*^"'^ 
would  only  require  his  services  for  the  reading  and  nanda 
writing  of  Persian  letters.     Chinna  Mudali  being  a 
man  too  obtuse  to  grasp  the  views  of  the  Governor, 
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Chap,      and  being  destitute  of  address  or  judgment  in  indit. 

A.  A  I  . 

—       ing  replies    or  expressing    himself  clearly,  must  be 

1740. 

lien  son  8 1  oi-  entirely  dependent  on  Madan  an  da  Pandit,  and  there - 

anxiety  ot  </  ir  .    .       ' 

Pandit'tiia*  fore  all  his  business  would  be  conducted  through  the 

Chinii;! 

shouki'bc     n^edinm    of    the   latter  ;    hence    Madananda   Pandit 
fhibasii.       could  procure  for  himself  as  many  presents  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  case  might  warrant  his  demand- 
ing.    For  these    reasons  he  is  anxious  that  Chinna 
Mudali,  and  none  otber,  should  be  appointed  to  the 
Thebnso      cliief  dubjishship.     Both  of  them  are  of  exactly  simi- 

chai'aotcr 

(If  the  two.  lar  character,  and  A^ould  eat  dirt  for  a  cash  :  love  of 
lucre  istlieir  predominant  passion.  Many  instances 
can  readily  be  cited  in  proof  of  this  ;  they  are  well 
known ;  even  J'ouiig  children  are  not  unacquainted 
with  their  reputation.  But  this  is  a  matter  not  to 
be  dwelt  upon.  What  I  have  stated  is  enough  to 
convince  the  intelligent.  The  saying  is,  "  A  man 
chewing  with  nothing  in  his  mouth  would  chew  a 
handful  of  fried  paddy,  could  he  secure  it,  until  day- 

An  iuustra-  break."     One  may  indole  for  oneself  how  Madananda 

tionoftliiit  •^   '^        '-' 

ninda""'      Paudlt,  who  whou,  in  the  time  of  Kanakaraya  Mudali, 

Pandit.  '    "  .  , .      ,     . 

confined  to  his  own  business,  did  not  disdam  to 
receive  as  a  bribe  a  bundle  of  straw — nay  even  a  few 
brinjals- -would  act  if  he  were  Chinna  Mudali's 
counsellor  in  everything.  What  more  is  there  for 
me  to  remark  upon  !  The  object  of  Chinna  Mudali 
The  object    is  apparently  to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis  by  staying 

of  Chinna  Jrr  «/  <^ 

aSiiil,'     away,  and  bring  about  a  decision  one  way  or  other. 
ivourduty.    The  will  of  Providence  remains  to  be  seen. 
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It  is  reported  that  the  wife  of  the  Governor  will  Chap. 

X  KI 

invite  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  to  a  banquet  and   ball  -^— * 

to  be  eriven  to-nigrnt.  Report  that 

^                              ^  Me.  Du- 

The    Company's    ship    Marie  Gertrude,    of    this  ll^^^,.;if^ 

port  was,  on  the  25th  Margazhi  of  Krodhana  [5th  iMBourdon- 

January]  last,  ordered  to  Alambarai  with  mstruc-  ^,^^  ^^^^..^ 

tions  to  lie  at  anchor  in  the  roads  there  under  a  false  wX-mfto 

.  lil'  Mt  Allllll- 

name,  to  fly  a  Muhammadan  flag,  and  to  pass  as  benig  ^^^  under 

owned   by   Muhammad  'All   Beg    of   Porto    Novo.  '"'"""• 
She  was  to  stay  there  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of 

shipping  salt,  and  some  quantity  of  it  was  actually  ^H^^^-^^^ 

to  be  put  on  board  her.  She  was  directed  to  """"''■ 
remain  at  anchor  there  until  further  orders.  M. 
Gossard,  who  was  until  then  the  captain,  was  to 
be  her  pilot,  and  a  Lubbaj^  her  master.  Accord- 
ingly, one  Ivasilevvai  JNIarakkayan  from  Porto  Novo 
was  taken  before  the  Governor,  who  authorised 
his  appointment  as  master,  and  permitted  him  to 
proceed  with  the   ship,   which    departed  under  the 

assumed  name  of  the  Kkizr  Mir  Ahmad.     After,  in  ^|^;]^^. 

accordance  with  the   orders   given,  having  lain   at  n'mleTr 

/J,                              .                                                   IT-  I'oiidi- 

anchor   off  Alambarai,  she   returned  to-day   with  a  ^''^'J- 

caro^o   of  salt.     Whilst  there,  she  was   ioined  by  a  .joined 

-f^     1        ^           -.  before 

one-masted  sloop — the  Imam,  Bakhsli — the  younger  ^'^"■^j,'^s 

brother  of  M.  Gossard  being  her  captain.     This  craft  /;"?/'l/,. 
arrived  at  Pondichery  one  day  earlier.     I  reported 
the  news  to  the  Governor. 

Fridai/,  22nd  Jidn  17^6,  or  JOfh  Adl  of  Alshaiia.  tw,.  uMiive 

— The  news  of  to-day  is   this.      Two  native   craft,  bnujiu''' 
which  were  passing  this,  on  their  way  from  Mylapore  i'oihh- 
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masters 
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Governor. 


Tliey  yrovi- 
not  to 
belong 
to  the 
Ensrlisli. 


Diarist 
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nais  to 
request 
their 
release. 


This 
ordered 
by  him. 


to  Muttupettai,  Adirampattanam,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring ports,  were  captured,  and  brouglit  in  by  a 
boat.  The  native  masters  who  commanded  them 
were  brougcht  ashore,  taken  to  the  house  of  the 
(xovernor,  and  detained  there  until  half-past  2  in  the 
afternoon,  when  he  summoned  them,  and  instituted 
inquiries.  From  the  statements  made  by  them,  and  a 
perusal  of  the  charter-parties  and  other  documents 
in  their  possession,  it  appeared  that  the  craft  neither 
belonged  to  the  English,  nor  hailed  from  Madras,  and 
this  was  intimated  to  the  Governor.  Moreover,  there 
was  no  commodity  of  much  value  in  either  of  them  ; 
the  goods  in  one  amounting  in  value  to  less  than 
50  or  60  pagodas  and  those  in  the  other  100  pago- 
das. Besides,  there  was  a  letter  in  French  from 
Kasilevvai  ]\larakkayan,  the  master  of  our  ship  at 
Alambarai,  advising  that  the  cloths  and  other  goods 
in  one  of  them  belonged  to  him,  and  this  removed  all 
doubts.  The  Governor  then  sent  me  to  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  to  inform  him  as  to  the  circumstances, 
and  ask  him  to  issue  instructions  for  the  release 
of  the  men.  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  as  soon  as  he 
had  heard  me,  gave  a  written  order  to  his  officials 
directing  that  they  should  be  set  at  libertj^  This 
was  delivered  to  the  native  masters,  with  permission 
to  depart,  which  they  accordingly  did. 

I  communicated  what  had  occurred  to  the  Gover- 
nor. I  then  intimated  to  him  that  I  had  received  a 
reply  to  my  letter  to  the  dubasli  of  the  Governor  of 
Fort  St.  David  inquiring  whether  his  master  was  in 
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need  of  red  wine.     I  explained  that  this  stated  that     Chap. 

XX] 

the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  David  had  desired  him  to      — ' 
convey  his  compliments  to  the  Governor  of  Pondi-  niarU* 

reports 

cherj  and  his  family,  and  to  say  that  they  had  enough  [^'^Ji  ""^ 
for  the  time  beino-,  and  that  when  their  supply  ran  Vm-tst." 

^^    *^  David. 

short  they   would  ask   by    letter   for   more.     The 
Governor  expressed  himself  satisfied. 

He  then  told  me  that  a  sum  of  money  was  due  to  Governor 
him  by  the  Company,  and  that  in  discharge  thereof  he  f,|teift^io°; 
proposed  to  take  thirty  or  forty  bales   of   English  goods ^,, 

,       -       T  .  .  pavnieiil  ot 

broad-cloth  belono-nio- to  it,  and  100  bales  of  inferior  "f**^','^ 

~       ~  '  due  by 

broad-cloth  known  as  second  sort,  fine,  which  had 


the  Coui- 
puiij'. 


been     received    by    the    recently    arrived    French 
ships,  and  he  requested  me  to  effect  a  sale  of  these. 
In  response  I   said  that  I  would.     He  next  asked  Ami  asks 
me  how  both  of  these  stuffs  sold.     I  replied  that  the  •^"^ct'Ji 

^  sale  of 

latter,  wlien  last  sold,  brought  about  the  same  price  as  *''^*'*" 
Mocha  broad-cloth.     He  inquired  the  profit  on  it.     I  conver- 

.,  satioii  as  to 

stated  that  a  bale  brought  a  return  of  15  or  20  •"''^'^''• 
pagodas,  and  that  as  prices  fluctuated,  the  goods 
might  jield  a  profit  of  30 pagodas,  if  retailed.  He, 
however,  expressed  his  intention  to  dispose  of  them 
by  wholesale  and  not  retail  sale,  and  questioned 
me  regarding  the  price  of  the  English  article.  I 
answered  that  the  cost  price  at  Madras  of  each  bale — 
consisting  of  six  rolls— was  91  pagodas  ;  at  the  rate 
of  45|  pagodas  per  tlu-eo  rolls,  and  that  the  selling 
price  was  either  108  oi*  112  pagodas.  "Do  not, 
because  I  take  the  articles,  tell  falsehoods,"  he 
exclaimed.     "  Give  mo  the  actual  selling  price  in  the 

19  VOL.    I  I  . 
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Chap,     market.     Why  should  I  not   get  the   profit   which 


y\. 


XI 


}  oil  do  r  "    My  reply  was  :  "  Why  do  you  say  this  ? : 

1710.        Ji  •  •  f  •  •  -"^      p  •      '  • 

ooveriior  tlicre  IS  HO  uiiiiorm  price  :  it  vanes  irom  time  to  time 
Si'tMiM  according  to  the  demand."  He  then  asked  me  to 
lno\v    '""  ascertain  in  writino^,  and  let  him  know,  the  current 

current  ^ 

rate.  market  rate.     I  assented  to  this,  and  came  away. 

^^•^    .  Kfisilevvai    Marakkayan    then    landed   from  his 

im'xa      ship.     I  presented  him  to  the  Governor,  who  asked 

tllC 

Governor.  ]i[yr  wliotlier  lio  had  put  any  of  his  goods  on  board  a 
native  craft.  He  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The 
Governor  then  desired  me  to  give  him  a  statement  in 
French  of  the  expenses  of  the  ship  and  sloop  after 
their  departure  for  Alambarai.  I  replied  :  "  Very 
well,"  and  came  away. 

stratastem  Thls  aftemoou,  IMadaiiclnda  Pandit  had  recourse 

of  Mailu.  '  ^        •    • 

V'Mmut  to  to  a  remarkable  stratagem.  This  man,  whose  ambi- 
iiiuntiou      tion  is  to  be  the  prime  minister  of  Chinna  Mudali 

or  Governor  •■■ 

chief^'""  after  he  is  installed,  and  was  therefore  desirous  of 
sui^'  '  sounding  the  mind  of  the  Governor  on  the  subject, 
detained  his  friend  at  home  under  the  plea  of  ill- 
ness, and  approaching  the  Governor  said  as  follows— 
Accountant  Ranga  Pillai  interpreting  : — "  Chinna 
]\Iudali  is  too  unwell  to-day  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  dubash.  He  consequently  bade  me  bring  Ananda 
Ranga  Pillai,  and  dispose  of  the  letter  from  Arcot." 
The  Governor  replied  :  "  Does  that  involve  any  great 
rauurcof  clifficult)  r  Onl}'  a  few  words  had  to  be  sent  in 
reply  to  it.  I  told  }ou  on  the  very  day  to  do  this.'* 
Abashed  bv  this  answer,  Madanfmda  Pandit  retired. 
Not  only  was  he  foiled  in  his  attempt  to  discover 
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the   views   of  the  Governor,  but   ho   brought  upon      Ciur. 
himself   a  reprimand    for    delaying  to    despatch   a 
simple  letter  to  Mir  Asad  stating  that  the  payment 
of  grass-tax  had  been  ordered.     Madananda  randit 
is  said  to  have  begged  Accountant  Ranga  Pillai  very 
earnestly  not  to  make  me  acquainted  with  what  he 
had  said  to  the  Governor.     Although  Eanga  Pillai  i\fco-'ntant 
replied  to  him  that  there  was  no  occasion  to  mention  "''JJl^Jsu'i 
it,    he    communicated    to    mo,  througli    Arunacliala  so,  informs 

'  '  o  .  diarist. 

Chetti,  what  had  occurred.  This  is  an  example  of 
the  way  in  which  Madananda  Pandit  exerts  himself 
on  behalf  of  Chiniia  Mudali,  although  it  ought  to  be  ncHcitions 

ofcliiirist 

a  matter  of  iudifference  to  him  who  is  appointed  p/3,°"{!"'^* 
to  the  chief  dubashship.  lie  does  his  best  to  i'-amm. 
secure  the  appointment  for  him.  But  though  man 
proposes,  God  disposes.  It  does  not  look  as 
though  his  hopes  will  be  realized.  But  the  Divine 
Will  is  great,  and  things  must  happen  as  ordained 
by  it. 

I  went  to  the  Governor,  to  communicate  to  him  Dhrhi 

ccummiii- 

the  contents  of  a  letter  from  Pangappa  Nayakkan,  Governor 
in  which  he  inquired  how  many  of  the  ships  recently  aictta'' 
arrived  were   from    France,  and   how    many   wore  x^"|;'k-^'* 
Indian.     He  instructed  me  to  i'v]Ay  that  all  the  nine  rirdTcs 

nistv\ie- 

were  from  France.  At  10  at  night,  however,  he  J.;'pj!^.."**° 
sent  for  me,  and  asked  whether  I  had  replied  to  the 
uubash  of  the  Governor  of  Fort  !St.  David.  I  replied 
that  I  intended  writing  1o  him  on  the  morrow.  He 
then  said :  "  Do  not  write  to  him  as  I  bade  yon. 
Say  that    you    do  not   exactly    know  whether   the 
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Chap,  shlps  are  count ly  craft,  or  from   Franco,   Init   tiiat 

' '  the  crews  of  foui'  of  tliem  consist  of  Muhammadans. 

in8\ruSioiis  From  tliis  it  will  appear  as  thougli  these  four  are 

^lucMtiy  country  ships,  and  that  the  rest  are  from   France." 

I  said  :   "  Very  well  "  and  retired. 
Diarist  Satunlaii,    23rd    Juhj    171,0,    or    llfh    Adi     of 

ih'i'.iiy''*  Ahsham. — This    mornijio-.  I   addressed    a  letter    to 

inslruck'd 

[v,vi',^,»,.  the  dubash  of  the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  David  worded 
in  accordance  with  tlie  instructions  given  me  by  the 
Governor  last  night.  There  was  nothing  else  note- 
worthy to-daj.  The  nuptials  of  the  son  of  Malai- 
Attciuisa  yappa  Chetti  by  his  second  wife,  and  the  daughter 
of  Chidambara  Chetti,  took  place  in  Kamakrishna 
Chetti's  house.  I  attended  the  ceremonies,  and  then 
went  home. 

Tetferfrom         Suudau,  2Iffh  Jiilii  17 Ii6 ,  ov  12tli  Adi  of  Ahkai/u. 

fothe  A  messenger  from  Arcot  brought  a  letter  from 
Husain  Sahib  to  the  Governor.  In  this  it  was  stated 
that  Manga  Pillai,  one  of  the  amaldars  in  the 
employ  of  Ilusain  Sahib,  had  betaken  himself  to 
Ozhukarai,  a  village  withiu  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  French,  and  that  wdien,  under  his  orders, 
some  men  attempted  to  seize  the  man,  they  were 
tlfe'extmai-  dfivcn  away  by  the  villagers.  The  extradition  of  the 
fuKiuve       amaldar  was  therefore  requested.    Madananda  Pandit 

imaldar. 

read  and  Accountant  llanga  Pillai  interpreted 
it  to  the  Governor,  who  then  directed  the  former 
to  tell  Lazar  to  furnish  him  with  a  translation. 
Chinna  Mudali  continues  to  remain  at  home  on  the 
plea  of  illness. 


TBI!  GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE  TO  tJnAPPA  MVDALI.       l49 


Bourdciii- 
uiiis  oiilfi'- 
(;iins  tlic 
(•o?(  riuir, 

Maliiiyiipim 
:>hul;ili  atiil 


At  nierlit,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  entertained  the      chap 

°  XXI. 

Governor  at  a  banquet.     There  was  also  a  dance.  _ 

Monday/,  25th  Julij  1 71+6,  or  1  Silt  Adi of  Akshaya . —  m.  ,k.  il.' 
This  day  was  uneventful.     Malaiyappa  Mudali  and 
Madanfinda  Pan(lit  repaired  to  tlie    Governor,    but 
finding  him    busy,   remained   seated   outsiile  for  a  ^S'imu'' 

111  !<ro  tilt: 

time,  and  then  returned  iionie.  ijoviinnr. 

Tuesdai/,  26ih  Juhil7J,6,  or  Ufh  Adi  of  Akahtyn .—  Y"", 
The  Governor  sent  his  accountant,  Ranga  Pillai,  to  \,uS'' 
Tfinanpa  Mudali  to  tell  him  that  havmo- heard  of  the  toncim,g 
arrival  of  five  or  six  sail  in  the  roads  at  Cuddalore,  he  cu'(i<iaiore. 
desired  that  he  would  ascertain  what  ships  the}'  wer(% 
and  whence    they  came.     When  Accountant  llanga 
Pillai  made  Taiiappa  Mudali  acquainted  with  the  Gov- 
ernor's biddinjir,  his  reply  w^as  :  "  AYhat  friends  have  iicoi.jccts 

^  ^    "^  _  to  do  so 

I  there?     Is  this   my  business?     I   will,  however,  j^'J-^.l^'^o 
send  a  man  to  Cuddalore,  to  gatlier  tlie  information  man. 
jequired    by   the    Governor,     Please,  inform    him 
accordingly."     Accountant    lianga  Pillai    told    the 
Governor    what    Tanappa   Mudali    had    said.     He 
listened  in  silence,  and  then  moved  away. 

T  went  to    him  later    on,    and    after  payinoj  my  Mada- 
respects,  was    seated  in  the   verandah  where    the  JJe^k^ 
sentinel  on   o^uard   was.     Here   Madananda  l*andit  stupirtnyof 
came   to  me,  and   said:   "  Chinna  Mudali  is  a  very  ^'"''=''J- 
stupid   individual.    I   have  repeatedly  advised  Ivim, 
but  he  gives  no    heed    to    my  words.     I    told    him 
that  as  chief  dubash  his  brother  had  made  lakhs, 
had  acquired  very  great  repute,  and  had  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  every  happiness  within  the  reach  of 
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Chap.      mail.     I  pointed  out  that  nothing  was  more  discredit- 
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able  than  to  liear  people  say  that  owing  to  there  being 
(Jives*"'  after  tlie  death  of  his  hrotlier  no  competent  person 
n^HiT'"^  111  th(^  familv,  the  appointment  would  pass  into  the 
illdiue        hands  of  others.     I  told  him  that  all  his  influence 

t'hillllU  111-  •  111  11  !!•  1 

Mmiaiito     would  be  irretrievably  lost,  and  that  nobody  m  the 

take  ollicc.  «/  •' 

town  would  show  any  respect  for  him.  I  asked  him 
why  he  was  giving  up  what  was  more  or  less  a  here- 
ditary possession  ;  the  appointment  having  been  held 
in  succession  by  his  grandfather,  father,  and  brother. 
I  urged  upon  him  that  he  was  detracting  from  the 
importance  of  his  family,  and  that  none  in  this  world 
could  hope  to  gain  wealth  and  power  without  pains. 
In  spite  of  all  my  reasoning  with  him,  and  of  all 
And  of        the  counsels  of  his  friends — whom  T  had  persuaded 

Chiiiiia  111  11- 

Mmiaii's  to  spcak  to  liiiii — lie  says  that  he  is  unfit  for  tlie 
office,  that  he  is  too  sickly  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
it  efficiently,  and  tliat  it  is  far  better  not  to  seek 
the  post  than  to  accept  it,  and  then  be  turned  out  as 

Mentions      inefficient.     He    is    in    a    great    fright    just    now. 

ci'i'i'i-i  ^     Twice  or  thrice  he  was  unable  to  interpret  to  the 


:\Iu-la]i  of 
incunina 
aiiircr  of  t 
(>o\crnor 


anl'crofnie  Goveriior   the  contents  of  certain  letters,  and  was 


oblifred  to  send  for  you.  TheGovernorbeino;  enrafired, 
rated  him  soundly  on  these  occasions.  IL'  is  much 
afraid  that  as  the  Governor  became  so  exasperated 
as  regards  such  simple  matters,  he  may  deal  with  him 
with  veiy  great  severity  when  really  momentous 
subjects  are  in  question."  I  replied:  ''Although  he 
may  decline  the  offer,  liow  can  he  be  excused  from 
takino;  otfice."     He  continued  :    "  He  says  that  he  is 
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prepared   to  hold   tlie  appointment  in  conjunction      C'.wr. 
with   yon.     To-day,  he   intimated  to    Innasi,*    the      -^— ' 

head  servant  of  Madame  Din>leix,  that  be  was  unfit  A.uisthMt 

for  the  situation,  and  requested  him  to  move  her  to  tT.keomce 

tell   her   husband  that   he    was   incompetent.     He  diansl."' 

promised  to  do  so."   This  is  the  frame  of  mind  in  uinl 'I'sont 

wliicli   Chinna  Mudali  is.     But  nobody  knows  what  m^-  ixipieix 

•z  lis  to  Ins 

the   Governor  has   in    view.     This  has   caused   cm-  '"'"""■"''• 
barrassment  to   some.     Chinna    Mudali's   intention 
i^     .     .     .  t 

Wednesdcifj,     27fJi     Jul  if     17I{G,    or    lot  It.  Adl  of  Acooimtof 

^'ltilli.va|),).l 

Alishaija. — The  following,  which  is  worthy  of  note,  e''.Slnnt" 
occurred  to-da}-.     There  was  here  a  man,  originall}'  houhIwu-' 


in  the  service  of  the  English  at  Fort  St,  David, 
who  was  brought  into  Pondichery  b}'  Madame 
Hollac|ue.:{:  As  she  was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with 
]\[.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  he  obtained  employment  with 
the  latter.  When  JNI.  de  la  Bourdonnais  departed 
for  France,  he  left  the  man  to  the  care  of  his 
brother,  ]\I.  do  la  Villebngue,  who  still  I'etains  him. 
This  individual,  whoso  name  is  Nainiyappa  Mudali, 
has  a  comfortable  living  in  his  sei-vice.  Now  that 
]\[.  do  la  Bourdonnais  has  arrived  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  a  squadron  of  nine  ships,  he  is  dancing 
attendance  upon  him,  in  the  hope  of  acquiring  some 


•   Tlio  Tamil  roiKU'ringf  of  "  Igniitius.'" 
t  niank  in  the  oii;t^inal. 

X   Who  t.liis  was  has  not  boon  asf-erfcaiiioil.     N'inson  {Los  Fiani;x[s  dana 
VInle)  qvicrics  the  name. 


iiais 
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cuAP.      money.     This    Nainijappa  Mndali  has   had,  for   a 

— -      long  time,   a  Telugu  hanger-on  m'Iio  was   once  an 

Ills  Ttiui-'u  inhabitant    of    Fort    St.     David.     ]\[alaikkozhunda 

Imii^rci-oii. 

]\[udali,  the  son-in-law  of  Tambicha  ]\[udali,  who  for 
tlie  last  fifteen  days  has  been  engaged  in  f urnisliing 
secret  intelligence  to  the  Governor  concerning  the 
affairs  of  the  English  at  Fort  St.  David,  has  reported 
TtusniMn  to  liim  that  this  TeUigu  dependant  of  Nainiyappa 
jjiiL'iish.  Mudali,  being  a  supporter  ot  the  hnglish,  was 
communicating  to  the  people  of  Fort  St.  David 
everything  that  occnrred  at  Pondichery.  This  man, 
iicand  together  with  another,  a  Tamilian  said  to  be  of  the 
Accountant  caste,  has  been  consigned  to  prison  in 


at  hers 
on  t!io 
ir.formation 

M.ii'iik-       the  fort.     Two  other  persons,  who  are  also  stated 

kfizlumilan  ^ 

n'miimi''     to  belong  to   Fort   St.  David,   have  been  confined 

in   the   court-house.      jMalaikkozhundan   has    since 

received  a  sum  of  100  rupees  from  the  Governor, 

and  has  been  given  an  escort  of  two  or  three  Com- 

infoiniaiit    pany's  peons.      Why  this  money  was  given  ;  whether 

fmm'Ihe      for    payment    to   any   person,   or   as    a  reward  for 

Governor.  e'-^rn  tt-i  C1  'ri-l 

procuring  news  from  Madras  and   rort  r>t.  iJavid, 
will  be  known  in  two  or  three  days. 
Governor  Thursdcu/,  28t.h  Jul II  7 7!+6,  or  IGth  Adl  ofAlshnja . 

liands  to  <"  ■'  '  •        ^  -J 

— The  Governor  sent  for  me  to-day,  and  handing  me 
a  cocoanut  shell  containing  mercury,  five  or  six 
rolls  of  palmyra  leaf,  and  a  little  book  of  accounts 
made  up  of  ten  or  twelve  palmyra  leaves,  informed 
rnstrn.is  mo  that  they  were  stated  to  have  been  brought 
(IIXm'.  casually  by  some  seamen  from  a  ship  which  they 
had  met,  and  told  me  to  despatch  them  to  the  parties 


lianils  to 

diarist 

certain 

articles. 
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or  places   concerned,  if  they  could    be   found,  and,      chap. 

XXI 

if  they  could  not,  to  dispose    of   them  as  I  thought      * 

fit.  An  Indian  hour  afterwards,  he  gave  me  a  subL^-^' 
palmyra-leaf  letter  written  in  the  Telugu  character  hands  him 
to  read.  It  purported  to  be  written  from  Madras  by 
the  father  of  Pasumarti  Singamia  Chetti  to  his  son, 
a  servant  of  Orkandi  Rangappa  Nayakkan,  who  is 
employed  under  Mr.  Hinde,  the  Governor  of  Fort 
St.  David.  It  stated  that  the  Governor  of  Madras  contents 
had  sent  for  the  son  of  the  deceased  MuUanki 
Krishiiama  Chetti,  and  had  given  him  some  presents, 
that  a  ditch  was  being  constructed  around  Fort 
St.  Georofe,  that  the  trees  and  other  obstructions  to 
the  north  of  the  fort  had  all  been  cleared  away,  and 
that  one  of  the  relatives  of  the  writer  had  died, 
leaving  property  estimated  at  '220  pagodas,  of  which, 
after  deducting  1  50  for  certain  purposes,  70  remained. 
Mention  was  also  made  of  other  family  matters.  I 
interpreted  the  whole  of  the  contents  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  he  enjoined  on  me  silence  with   regard  Govemor 

T  1  J     1  enjoins 

to  them.     I  assured  him  that  I  would  keep  matters  secwey 

^  IIS  to  these. 

secret.  This  confirmed  what  had  already  come  to 
my  knowledge,  namely,  that  the  post  runner  of 
Ktinimedu  had  been  waylaid,  beaten,  and  robbed  of 
his  mail  bag. 

Friday,  29th. Jaly  11  k6.  <>r  I7th  Adi  of  Akshai,a.—  Diam* 
On  the  night  of  this  day,  the  Governor  sent  lor  me,  ^^^^'^^ 
and  directed  me  to  find  a  man  who  could  pilot  a  ship  !ramm'"i.to. 
to  Jaffna  and  Trincomalee.     I  said  that  Iwouhi,  and 
returned  home. 

20  VOt.  :  I  . 
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174.f;. 
Return  nl' 
Gopnla- 
krisliiiji 
-Aiyan  iinil 
brother. 
Di:ii-ist 
meets 
M.  Llifistis. 


Coiiversa- 
tion  with 
hnii  toiioli- 
iiiK  :> 
ceitain 
bond. 


M.  fie  hi 
Villeba^ue 
sends  for 
diarist. 


The  trade 
venture 
which 
they  had 
together. 


This  evening,  Gopalakrishna  Aiyan  and  his  elder 
l)rofclier  Sitarama  Aiyan  reappeared,  they  having 
absconded  from  this  on  20th  Karttigai  of  tlie  year 
Krodhana  [1st  December  1745]. 

On  my  way  from  the  bouse  of  the  Governor, 
after  having  obtained  permission  for  the  return  of 
the  two  persons  mentioned  above,  M.  Lhostis  met 
me  and  asked  for  the  return  of  his  bond  for  500 
pagodas,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  receipt  of  the 
premium,  as  well  as  the  principal  and  interest  owing 
by  him.  I  pointed  out  that  according  to  the  sale 
accounts  a  further  sum  of  50  pagodas  was  due.  He 
replied  that  he  had  paid  this  amount,  also,  with 
interest  and  premium,  to  the  Governor,  and  told  me 
to  check  it  with  his  accounts. 

Sntimhii/.  30th  Jahj  17!i6,  or  IStli  Adl  of  Al'- 
f^hdija. — This  morning,  M.  de  la  Villebague  sent  for 
me.  On  the  22nd  October  174;S,  a  ship  commanded 
by  M.  du  Bocage  set  sail  for  Mocha,  with  goods 
to  the  value  of  800  pagodas  on  the  account  of 
M.  de  la  Villebague ;  for  which  he  received  a  bill-of- 
lading.  Of  the  merchandise  then  shipped  by  him, 
one-half  belonged  to  me.  The  whole  cargo  not 
having  been  disposed  of  tliere,  M.  de  la  Ville- 
bague subsequently  proceeded  to  Manilla  with  what 
remained,  appointing  the  Governor  as  his  agent 
here.  As  regards  the  goods  sold  at  Manilla,  the 
Governor  gave  me,  as  my  share  of  t'le  sale-proceeds, 
Rs.  883-J2-0.  In  connection  with  this  transaction, 
M.  de  la  Villebague  said  to  me  to-day  :  "  The  mer- 


k.  DE  LA  VILLEBAGUE  SETTLES  ACCOUNTS.  Iq^ 


cbandise  whicii  we  sliipped  between  us  in   1743  for      chap. 


XXI. 


1746. 


Mocha,  as  far  as  sales  were  effected  there,  realized 

the  sum    of  1,304  rupees,  G  fanams   and   12   cash*  mM^u 

VillebafiiK 

As  half  of  this  amount  is  your  share,  take  these  C52  ^^,^^_ 
rupees,  3  fanams  and  6  cash."      I  then  told  Gopala- 
krishna    Aiyan   to    receive    and   count  the    money. 
He    did    so,  and  handed  it  over  to  the  custody  of 
Adi  Narajaua    Pillai,   after    making  the    necessary 
entries  in  the  books.     As  M.  de  la  Villebague  and  I  mI'SX'I 
were  walking  out  ot  the  room  where  we  nad  been 
conversing,  we  met  M.  de  la  Gatinais,  M.  Dubois, 
the  latter's  brother  M.  Rousseliere,   and  two   ship- 
captains.     M.    Dubois    looking  towards    me    said : 
"  Now  that  vou  have  been  appointed  as  courtier   of  -m.  uuLois 
the  Company,  we  fully  believe  that  all  our  concerns  !ii!f4ton 
will  be  successiuUy  managed   by  you.'      Longratu-  j,»entja^. 
lating  me,  he  approached,  according  to  the  custom 
of  his  people,  to  embrace  and  kiss  me.     I  thanked 
him,  half  accepting  his  congratulations ;  but  eluded 
his  salute,  making  as  though  I   did   not    understand 
his  nurpose.     I  replied    to    him:   "How  will   this  m  replies- 

L        r  J-  asking 

appointment     benefit    me?       Through   the   favour  ;;'J;'J,^, 
of   the    Governor,    the   honours    of  torches    and    a  loniw- upon 

liiin. 

palanquin  have  been  accorded  to  me,  and  I  have 
even  been  vested  with  judicial  powers.  Owing  to 
the  liberal  patronage  bestowed  by  you  all,  I  carry 
on  business  in  all  directions ;  the  Governor  has 
entrusted  to  me  all  his  private  affairs,  and  half  of  the 
Company's  concerns  pass  through  my  hands.  I  am, 
as  you  see,  ubiquitous,  though  strictly  speaking  I 
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Chap,      have    HO    right    to    appear    anywhere.     The    only 
— '      advantages  which  the  situation  gives  the  bolder  of  it 
And'    '      are  the  oversight  of  the  contract  of  the  Company,  and 
idTau&ts   ^^  ^"®  Company's  merchants,  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
cariies.       Communication 8  to  and  from  the  Government.     His 
annual  profit  on  account  of  his  concern  in  the  con- 
tracts is  2,000  pagodas,  and  no  sooner  does  he  receive 
this  amount  than  he  has  to  pay  it  away  in  very  many 
Contrasts     dlrectious.     On  the  other  hand,  if,  as  a  private  mer- 
l^tirtw'  chant,  I  take  a  little  trouble,  I  may  realize  instead  of 
merchant',    this  2,000,  4,000  or  even  6,000.     If,  by  the  favour  of 
God,  and  your  kindly  attachment  to  me,  I  can  make 
thus    much,  I    shall    be    quite  content.     I   am  not 
Remarks  of  altoofctlier  auxious   for  this  office."      He   reioined : 

M.  I>ul)0is  '-'  •' 

m-^diurisf.;  ..  rpj.,j^  ^^^^  £^,^^^  ^^^^  Comoriu— iu  this  part  of  the 
country  —as  well  as  in  Bengal,  in  Golconda,  and  to  the 
westward,  in  Mysore,  there  is  not  one  who  is  not 
your  friend,  and  there  is  none  who  will  not  honour 
your  drafts  and  bonds.  Nobody  possesses  so  much 
credit  here  as  you  do,  in  the  way  of  being  able  to 
procure  at  any  time  every  kind  of  merchandise.  The 
acquaintances  and  friends  of  other  men  are  to  be 
found  only  within  the  boundary  hedge  of  Pondichery, 

irrpesthe     aud  thev  havc  none   in   the  interior.     If  therefore 

desirability  -^ 

acciptiiiM;  you  agree  to  take  up  the  appointment,  the  business 
of  the  Company  will  be  carried  on  successfully,  and 
it  will,  from  the  pecuniary  point  of  view,  be  much 
benefited.  There  will  hardly  be  any  scheme  initiated 
by  it  which  under  your  management  cannot  be 
carried  into  full  effect."    The  other  Europeans  who 
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were    with   him  then  asked  why  the  appointment      Chw 
should  not  be  offered  to  me,  and  why  I  should  not  be      — 

1746. 

requested  to  take  it  up.     He  replied  :   "  This  is  what  cmver-' 

1  ^  ^  ,         sation 

is  under  consideration.     It  will  be  made  known  in  ^,f,\:!^,^"„, 
due  course.     But  those  of  the  church  of  St.   Paul   point!* 


ibois. 


ue 

miikes  some 
observa- 
tions. 


will  be  much  troubled."     M.  de  la  Villebao-ue  upon  Repii  «f 

^  '-  M.  Dubo 

this  observed :  "  The  idea  of  the  priests  of  the  church  m.  de  la 
of  St.  Paul  is  that  if  a  Christian  was  appointed, 
they  would  be  cognizant  of  every  matter  occurring 
in  the  town,  and  could  bring  under  their  influence 
any  person  that  they  wished.  It  was  for  this 
reason  that  they  worked  hard  for  the  appointment 
of   a    Christian   in    the    days   of    Louis    XIV,    and  Aiiudes 

.  to  the 

caused    a  letter   on  the   subject  to  be  addressed   by  |,',^the'p"r? 
the  Company  to  the   Council  here.     The   result  of  priests. 
this   step  was  a  mass  of  calumny  against  Nainiya 
Pillai.     Upon    this,    the    ministers    of    France   left 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the   Council  to  do  as   they 
considered    fit,    observing    that    the    authorities    of 
the  church  of  St.  Paul    were  liars,  and  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  mischief  done  by  them  that  Pondichery 
had  not  attained  any  name,  and  w^as  in  a  moribund 
condition.     In    consequence   of   this,   the  words   of  ;^J^',',j[''^ 
the  priests   of  the   church  of   St.   Paul  will    carry 
no  weight;  and  promotion  of  the  Company^s  trade 
will   be    the    main    consideration    in    the    selection 
from   the  candidates  for  office.     Nevertheless,  the  J'oii.tsout 

'  that  they 

priests   will  not  remain  aloof;   they  will   strive   to  iTbite"*' 

1      .  1         •         T  •  •       /-n      •       •  their 

their  utmost  to  obtain  the  appointment  ot  a  Christian,  exertions. 
and   will    even   move   the   authorities   at  home   to 
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Ciiu'.      support  them.     Their  cliaracter  is  too  well  known. 

XXI 

Where,    however,    is   the   man   in   that  coramunity 

Refers  to      coniDeteut  f  or  the  situation  ?    The  only  one  to  be 

unlit  lU'SS  of 

c»'''in-!  thouo;ht  of  is  Chinna  Mudali.  But  he  is  a  boor, 
and  an  ignoramus.  It  was  said,  even  in  the  days  of 
M.  Dumas,  that  he  was  lacking  in  integrity,  and 
would    not  hesitate  to  accept  a   fowl's  head   as  a 

Suggests      bribe,  and   that  Rangappan    was  the  fittest  man  to 

that  diarist  i   tt-  a  tvit      i    i-   51        ttt  tit 

nttesl  succeed  Kanakaraya  Mudali.  We  then  chatted  on 
person.  topics  of  general  interest,  such  as  the  friendly 
relation  subsisting  between  the  authorities  at 
sui)se.  Negapatam  and  the  English,  the  construction  of 
conversa-      sMps    bv    the    latter   at   Trincomalee,    a   cruise  of 

tioii  on  J^  ^  ' 

topic"'  the  squadron  commanded  by  M.  de  la  Bourdon - 
nais  to  seek  the  English ;  the  prospect  of  the 
destruction  of  all  the  English  ships  of  war,  the 
desirability  of  capturing  Madras,  and  of  hoisting 
the  French  flag  thei'e — were  it  only  for  four  days — ■ 
in  order  to  retrieve  the  name  of  the  French,  the 
glory  acquired  by  that  nation  through  setting  up 
a  new  king  on  the  throne  of  England,  and  the 
probability  of  this  event  taking  place  in  a  month, 
if  it  had  not  already  occurred.  After  a  long 
conversation,  1  took  my  departure. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

FROM  JULY  31ST,  17/^6,  TO  AUGUST  lOTii,  17IfG. 

M.  Paradis  and  anot.her  give  banquet  to  Governor,  and  M.  de  la  Bourdon- 
nais. — M.  d'Espr^menil  entertains  them  at  night — Governor  informs 
diarist  that  he  holds  certain  sums  belonging  to  him— And  will  see  to 
settlement  of  further  accounts — Asks  if  he  has  other  debtors— M. 
Lhostis  sent  for  to  pay  debt  due  by  him — Diarist  forgoes  interest 
on  this — Conversation  with  Governor  regarding  Chinna  Mudali — 
And  certain  money  to  be  paid  to  him— Diarist  offers  to  hand  tliis 
over  in  person — Arrangement  made  to  pay  to  Chinna  Mudali  amount 
due  to  Kanakaraya  Mudali — Difficulties  of  various  kinds  made  by 
him  when  this  tendered — He  finally  receives  it — Governor  instructs 
diarist  to  arrange  for  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to  Mir  Gliulam 
Hnsain — This  done— Closing  of  accounts  of  trade  venture  to 
Mocha — News  contained  in  letter  brought  from  Mahe — M,  de  la 
Viliebague  entertains  MM.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  Dnpleix — M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  embarks — tlonours  paid  to  M.  Dnmas,  and  ]\I.  Dupleix 
when  they  landed— Why  M.  Dupleix  caused  a  particular  salute  on  the 
departure  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais— Opinions  as  to  absence  of  salute 
of  guns  when  that  officer  started  to  embark — Intentions  of  M.  tie  la 
Bourdonnais  touching  English  squadron- -French  Heet  ships  sujiplies — 
Estimated  cost  of  these — Specie  embarked — Arrangements  as  to 
native  pilots— Further  special  staff — What  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais, 
when  departing,  said  to  Governor — Son  of  CUianda  Sahib,  etc.,  visit 
admiral's  ship — T'leir  reception,  and  treatment  on  board — Presents 
made  by  them  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — Those  given  in  return — 
Honours  paid  to  them  on  departure- -French  fleet  sails  in  search  of 
English — Governor  grants  diarist  p(!rmission  to  supply  provisions 
to  Asad  Sahib — Gives  him  orders  for  certain  goods — Makes  a  pay- 
ment to  agent  of  Balu  (hctti — Desires  diarist  to  ascertain  how 
this  disposed  of —Directs  him  to  dye  certain  piece-goods— Asks  for 
account  of  piece-goods  sent  to  Mascareigne — Madame  Dupleix  gives 
diarist  orders  for  certain  goods — He  agrees  to  a  venture  in  shirts  with 
M.  Duplan — Council  meets — Diarist  presents  certain  accounts  to 
Governor — Who  asks  what  Sambu  Da.s  wrote  to  him — Conversation 
on  this  subject — Diarist  states  that  Sambu  Das  has  asked  for  certuin 
passes — Conversation  regarding  this  request — Governor  intpiires  who 
Venkata  Narasinga  Raja  is — Diarist  gives  particulars — Aiid  sjjeaks  in 
the  highest  terms  of  hitn — Governor  suggests  that  diarist  should 
procure  for  him  an  nlliance  with  this  man,  and  presents  from  him — 
What  is  said  to  have  occurred  when  Venkatji  Narasinga  "Raja  visited 
Madras  — What  Sambu  Das  wished  Mr  Morse  to  do — Diarist  causes 
payment    of    a    certain    draft — Governor    directs    him    to     procure 
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certain  horses — Supposed  reason  for  this  order — Letters  to  Governor 
and  Sampati  Rao  from  agent  for  French  at  Arcot — These  state  that 
Mr.  Morse  had  requested  the  Nawab  to  forbid  French  to  attack  Madras 
— Nawab  snid  to  have  sent  men  to  Madras  and  Pondichery,  to  keep 
him  informed  of  events — Letter  to  Governor  alsD  states  that  Nawab 
requests  passes  for  certain  ships-  Governor's  reply  to  this — Death 
and  interment  of  priest  of  Vikrapandi  Chettis — How,  prior  to  his 
death,  he  appointed  his  successor — Dubash  of  late  Governor  of  Fort 
St.  David  comes  to  Vazhudavur — Departs  for  Fort  St.  David — Alleged 
object  of  his  errand.  Governor  indisposed — Complaint  from  Imam 
Sahib  to  Governor  of  murder  of  follower — Governor  directs  diarist  to 
make  inquiry — Nawab  writes  to  Governor  for  safe  conduct  for  a  ship — 
Penalty  agreed  to  if  she  carries  goods  for  English — Instructions  given 
thereon — M.  Legou  sends  order  for  cloths  to  Chinna  Mndali— 
Subsequently  gives  it  to  diarist. 

Sunday,  31d  Jnhj  17^6,  or  19fh  Adiof  Ak^haya,— 
M.  Paradis  and  M.  Desfresnes  entertained  the 
Governor,  M.  de  la  Bonrdonnais,  and  others,  at  a 
banquet  at  the  garden-house  of  M.  Paradis,  at 
Ozhukarai  whither  thej  all  repaired.  There  is 
therefore  nothing  worthy  of  record  to-day.  They 
all  returned  this  evening,  at  G.  At  night,  the  party 
was  f^ted  at  the  house  of  M.  d'Espremenil. 

Monday,  1st  August  1 71^6,  or  20(h  Adi  of  Aksliaya. — 
The  Governor  sent  for  me  this  morninof,  and  said  : 
"  I  have  now  in  my  possession  a  sum  of  Rs.  10,892, 
which  belongs  to  you.  1'his  amount  was  realized 
b}^  the  sale  at  jSIocha  of  the  merchandise  shipped  on 
two  occasions  in  the  Neptune ;  the  second  being  in 
the  month  of  Masi  ( February)  of  the  year  Raktakshi 
(1745),  when  she  sailed,  bound  ostensibly  for  Banca, 
under  the  assumed  name  of  the  Saldmat — her  alleo-ed 
owner  being  Mir  Ghulam  Husain.  I  have  also 
received  from  M.  Lhostis,  to  whom  you  lent  them 
on  a  premium   contract,   500  pagodas,  exclusive  of 
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the  premium  of  18,  and  another  sum  of  10  pagodas,  Chap. 
being-  interest  and  special  charge  for  monsoon  risks. 
The  total  of  all  these  items  is  Rs.  2,139.  You  have 
thus  to  your  credit  an  aggregate  sum  of  Rs.  13,031, 
which  please  note  in  your  account  as  having  been 
received,  and  then  debit  as^ainst  me.     The  consisfn-  Audumt 

'  °  .  °  he  will 

ment  which  you  sent  to  Mascareigne  has  also  been  ^^ft|°,Vefit 
disposed  of.    I  will  look  into  the  accounts,  and  have  a  upcom't! '" 
statement  prepared  showing  what  falls  to  your  share 
in   that   transaction."     He  then  inquired   whether  Asks  if 

lie  has 

any  other  person  was  indebted  to  me.      I  replied  that  ;,"b{orH. 
M.  Lhostis  had  yet  to  pay  me  50  pagodas  in  con- 
nection with  piece-goods,  and  asked  him  whether 
this  amount  had  been  included.     Answering  in  the  m.  Lhostis 

sent  for  to 


negative,  he  sent  for  M.  Lhostis.  As  soon  as  he  ^;%j'i|,^ 
came,  the  Governor  said  to  him:  "A  sum  of  5u 
pagodas  is  outstanding  against  you.  You  had  better 
pay  it  to  Rangappan."  This  he  promised  the  Gov- 
ernor that  he  would  do,  but  when  we  left  the  room,  he 
said  to  me  :  "I  have  lost  by  the  consignments  which 
I  sent  on  that  occasion.  These  50  pagodas  include 
the  premium  and  the  special  charge  for  monsoon 
risks  amounting  to  14  pagodas,  which  lam  unable  to 
pay.     You  must  therefore   favour  me    by   waiving;  Asks  that 

*      •'  .  .  claim  to 

your  claim  to  this  amount.'"      When  preferring  this  [",-'7''"°" 
request  he  extended  his   hand  towards  my  chin,*  "■"'^•^''• 


*  This  is  a  common  term — among'st  tlu'  lower  classes  of  uativo.'s  in 
particular — of  cmpliasizing  a  request  for  a  favour.  The  expressioii  used 
when  referring  to  cases  where  a  man  has  pressed  another  to  comply  with 
a  request  is  literally  "  Having  caught  hold  of  his  chin  he  begged  of  him." 

?1  VOL.   II, 
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luoluding  24  pagodas  which  wore  due  by  him  on  an 
account  of  the  year  before  last,  he  owed  me  in  all 
74  pagodas,  in  discharge  of  which  he  handed  to  me 
Rs.  237,  and  begged  that  I  would  excuse  him  the 
payment  of  the  balance.  I  told  him  that  I  willingly 
gave  up  the  14  pagodas  for  his  sake,  observing  that 
I  could  make  up  the  amount  if  I  continued  to  stand 
well  in  his  eyes. 

Having  despatched  the  money  to  Adi  Narayana 
Pillai,  I  returned  to  the  Governor,  who  desired  me 
to  sign  the  share  account.  After  I  had  done  this,  he 
said  to  me  :  "  What  is  the  illness  from  which  Chinna 
Mudali  is  suffering  ?"  I  answered  that  I  did  not  know. 
He  then  asked  :  "  Is  it  the  same  as  he  had  before  ?" 
I  answered:  "So  they  say."  He  then  remarked : 
"  He  gets  a  share  amounting  to  as  much  money  as  you 
have  had.  Whom  shall  we  send  to  him  with  it?" 
I  suggested  the  name  of  his  accountant.  He  replied : 
"  Why  may  we  not  forward  it  by  a  peon  ?  We  have 
to  deduct  from  it  the  sum  of  1,000  pagodas  due 
from  him,  and  deliver  the  balance.  We  must  obtain 
his  signature  in  the  remittance  list  accompanying 
it,  in  token  of  his  having  received  the  full  amount." 
I  submitted  :  "If  you  tell  me  what  you  desire  to  be 
done,  I  myself  will  go."  His  reply  was  :  "It  is  not 
a  matter  of  such  consequence  that  you  should. 
N^evertheless,  on  my  account,  you  had  better  do  so. 
You  must  pay  him  the  amount  I  have  in  trust  for 
him,  less  Rs.  3,200,  the  equivalent  of  1,000  pagodas 
which  he  still  owes  me,  and  get  his  signature."     I 
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responded:   "  Very  well."     He  then  said  :  "  What  i&      Ohap. 

XXII. 

Pedro's  share  in  the  profits?"     I  answered  :    "  Rs.       — 
10,892  ;  the  same  as  has  come  to  me.     If  Re^.  3,200  be  oovomcir 

asks  tlie 

deducted  therefrom,  the  net  amount  to  be  made  over  ;^^o\»>t 

Kaiiakii- 

r;i,v:i 

MiKlali. 


to  Chinna  Miidali  will  be  Rs.  7,(392.  If  you  will  kindly 
give  me  a  note  addressed  to  your  accountant  Hanga 
Pillai,    instructinor  him   to    deliver    this    to  Chinna  Aw-.m^i 

•  •       '  O  that  diarist 

Mudali,  I  will  go  in  person  to  the  latter,  obtain  hia  [o  c,,-^^ 
signature,  explain  to  him  the  items  making  up  the 
sum,  and  deliver  the  money  to  him."  He  according!}'" 
handed  me  a  note  addressed  to  his  accountant,  direct- 
ing him  to  pay  Rs.  7,692  to  Tanappa  Mudali,  and  also 
ffave  me  the  share  account  which  the  latter  had  to  He  sends 

°  _        the  money 

sign.     I  then  placed  the  amount  mentioned  above  in  '"  'Hirance. 

charge  of  Aruiiachala  Chetti,  and  bade  him  proceed 

in  advance,  deliver  it  to  Tanappa   Mudali,  and  tell 

him  that  I   would  see  him  immediately.     When  I  fVi'iows. 

arrived,  I  found  that  Aruiiachala  Chetti  had  handed 

over  the  money,  and  was  conversing  with  him.     1  then 

instructed  him  to  withdi-aw,  and  informed  Chinna  conversa- 
tion with 

Mudali,  in  the  presence  of  Paramunada  Pillai  and  ^i5.'']1 
Azhagappan — who  were  at  the  time  with  him — that 
the  Governor  had  bidden  me  make  over  to  him 
the  amount  realized  by  two  voyages  to  Mocha,  and 
obtain  his  signature  in  the  share  account  in  token  of 
receipt  by  him.     He  upon  this  said  :   "I  am  in  the  AVhoasks 

for  liar- 

dark  as  lo   the  nature  of  the   transaction.     Please  ticniarsii. 
have  a  memorandum  of  tlic  particulars  made  out  in 
the  hand-writino:  of  Paramunada  Pillai."     I  accord- 
inffly  caused  the  latter    to    make  out  a  note  that  Those 
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the  earnings  of  the  two  voyages  were  Rs.  10,892. 
Tdnappa  Mudali  then  inquired  why  there  were 
only  four  bags.  I  informed  him  that  it  was  less 
Rs.  3,200,  the  equivalent  of  1,000  pagodas  which 
he  owed  to  the  Governor,  who  had  deducted  this 
amount,  and  bidden  me  pay  the  balance  of  Rs.  7,692, 
and  obtain  his  signature.  The  grumbling  which 
this  information  evoked  from  him  was  unbounded, 
and  he  observed  :  "  Cannot  the  Governor  recover  the 
amount  from  what  is  outstanding  to  my  credit  against 
Europeans  ?  "  When  I  indicated  the  four  places  in 
the  document  at  which  he  had  to  sign,  he,  being 
unacquainted  with  the  form,  put  to  me  several 
questions  as  to  the  profits  on  the  original  invest- 
ment. 1  informed  him  that  this  could  not  be  made 
out  now,  and  that  the  amounts  distributed  were  the 
sale-proceeds  apportioned  according  to  the  capital 
invested  by  the  different  parties.  Not  satisfied  with 
this,  he  asked  numerous  questions  and  eventually, 
with  much  reluctance,  affixed  his  signature  at  the 
places  pointed  out.  He  then  observed  :  "  Three  of 
the  bags  bear  a  seal,  and  the  fourth  is  open.  The 
contents  of  the  open  bag  should  be  examined  and 
checked  in  your  presence,  or  you  must  depute  some 
one  as  your  agent  to  do  this,  and  to  deliver  them 
formally  to  me."  I  remarked :  "That  is  not  my 
business.  I  have  handed  to  you  what  the  Governor 
has  sent.  The  paper  which  you  have  signed  will  be 
returned  to  him.  I  shall  then  go  home.  No  more 
responsibility  attaches  to  me."    He  exclaimed:  "As 
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you  brought  the  bag,  you  must  deliver  its  contents  Chap. 
correctly.  Otlierwise  I  will  not  receive  it."  There-  - — ■' 
upon  I  instructed  Arunachala  Chetti  to  count  out  gotiuhoV 

instructs 

and  hand  over  the  rupees  to  him.     This  was  done,  'J,'.^.7n*efoi- 
and  I  made  a  report  to  the  Governor,  who  then  said  *Ki7inentto 

^I.  Glmliim 

to  me  :  "  1  have  Rs.  5,221,  the  share  of  Rhr  Ghulam  ""^ai"- 
Ilusain,  which  are  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  his 
merchandise  at  Mocha.  Please  arrange  for  the  deli- 
very of  this  sum  to  him,  and  for  obtaining  his 
signature  in  the  share  account."  Entrusting  the 
money  to  Sadasiva  Aiyan,  T  charged  him  to  pay  it  to 
Mir  Ghulam  Husain's  father,  and  take  his  signature,  tius  .lonc 
He  accordingly  delivered  the  amount,  and  brought 
back  the  share  account  dulj'  signed. 

Thus,  within  a  period  of  six  months  and  twenty  cio.sinKof 

'      accou'its  of 

days,  the  merchandise  shipped   to  Mocha  was  dis-  Venture  to 
posed  of,   and  the  amounts   invested  in    the  Mocha  '^^°''''"- 
counting-house,  for  tlio    purchase    of    cotFee,   were 
duly  returned   to  the   different  shareholders,   with 
interest. 

Tuesday,  2nd  AuqvM  171^6,  or  21st  Adi  ofAkshava.  pi<^''; 
—  Four  Brahmans  brought  a  letter  from  Mah^,  and  by  n.^.V'-'*" 
said  that  they  had,   by  rapid  travelling,  made   the 
journey  in  twelve  days.    Their  report  was  as  follows  : 
"A  ship  arrived  at  Mahe  and  was  supplied  with  some 
sheep,   swine,   fowls,   and  water.     As  the  sea   was  xrus 
stormy,  and  the   waves  were  high — this   beina'  the  'o  <ihiii. 
rainy  season  there — only  a  portion  of  the  provisions 
collected  could  be  placed  on  board.     Owing  to  the 
state  of  the  weather,  a  European  passenger  who  had 
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landed  wa.n  anable  to  return  to  the  ship.  He  in- 
tended to  go  on  to  Poudicherj,  and  with  that  view 
walked  for  some  distance,  but  was  obliged  to  turn 
back  owing  to  his  feet  having  swollen.  We  have 
also  brought  letters  from  the  officers  of  the  ship," 

Wedneadai),  3rd  August  171^6,  or  22nd  Adl  of 
Aks/iai/a.  —  At  noon  to-day,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
and  the  Governor  M.  Duplei.x,  were  entertained  hy 
M.  de  la  Villebague,  at  his  house.  At  about  3,  they 
left  in  palanquins ;  that  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
preceding  that  of  M.  Dupleix.  As  they  passed  out 
together  through  the  sea-gate,  the  "  Tambour- 
aux-champs  "  was  beaten.  They  alighted  at  the 
custom-house,  and  there,  as  he  was  starting  on  an 
expedition  against  Commodore  Peyton  who  com- 
mands the  English  fleet,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  bade 
M.  Dupleix  farewell.  A  salute  of  twenty-one  guns 
was  then  fired.  The  Governor  accompanied  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais  to  the  boat,  embracing  and  kissing 
him  before  he  embarked.  When  the  boat  with  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais  oii  board  pushed  off  from  the 
shore,  there  was  another  salute  of  twenty-one  guns. 
The  Governor  watched  it  until  it  had  passed  the 
outer  surf,  then  returned  to  his  house,  and  afterwards 
went  out  for  a  drive. 

When  M.  Dupleix  first  disembarked,  the  "  Tam- 
bour-aux-champs  "  was  not  beaten,  and  fifteen  guns 
only  were  fired ;  but  on  the  occasion  of  the  landing  of 
]\r.  Dumas,  he  was  honoured  with  a  salute  of  twenty- 
one  guns,  and  with  the  beating  of  the  "  Tambour-aux- 
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champs."     That  a  similar  honour  was  not  accorded     chap, 

t  WTT 


XXII 

to  M.  Dupleix,  was  made  the  orround  of  a  complaint,      ——' 
which  has  a  Ion 2^  history.     Some  said  that  to  make  up  win' 
for  the  previous  shortcoming,  the  (Tovernor  hart  on  ^^'^Jl^^^'^j^j. 
this  occasion  caused  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  to  ^ven^''^^ 

"^  on  the 

be  fired  twice,  and  the  "  lambour-aux-champs  to  ;)p/''^"/^^ 
be  beaten,  and  that  with  this  motive  he  accompanied  .^ai"!'''"" 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  to  the  boat,  and  remained  on 
the  beach  until  it  had  passed  the  outer  surf.  A  few 
observed  that  his  intention  in  acting  as  he  did  was  to 
indicate  that  the  beating  of  the  "  Tambour-aux- 
champs  "  was  due  only  to  his  own  presence  on  the 
occasion.  When  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  actually 
started  to  embark  on  board  his  ship,  no  guns  were  opinions  as 

^  ^  to  the 

fired.     Some    surmised   that   this    must  have  been  :;'Xtr'^ 
at  his  own  desii'e,  as  he  was  proceeding,  as  it  were,  iltto- 

.  started  to 

to  his  own  residence.     Others,  again,  thought  that  embark. 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  must  have  declined  the  honour, 
as  one  more  befitting  the  occasion  of  his  victorious 
return.     Each  expressed  the  opinion  which  occurred 
to  him. 

M.   de  la    Bourdonnais    stated    in    tlie  presence  ^l^M.^e'^ia 
of  all  his  officers  that  he  was   resolved  to   lead  the  luus'touch- 

iiisr  iiiten- 

fleet  against  Commodore  Pe}i:on,  who  is  cruising  off  E°"tish*° 
Trincomalee,  where  the  English  are  building  ships;  "^"^"  "' 
and  either  capture  his  squadron,  making  him  and 
his  officers  prisoners,  or  sink  and  destroy  his  op- 
ponents, or  with  his  officers,  meet  a  like  fate  at 
the  hands  of  the  English.  The  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  those  present  were  in  accord  with  those 
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expressed  by  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais.  Every  one  is 
assured  that  either  one  or  the  other  of  these  two 
things  will  happen  :  there  is  no  other  alternative. 

Munitions  of  war,  pickaxes,  spears,  ladders, 
spades,  ba.skets,  etc.,  etc.  were  shipped  on  board  the 
eight  sail  comprising  the  fleet  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais. 
Havinor  enumerated  these,  there  is  no  need  that  I 
should  sa\-  more.  A  word  to  the  wise  is  sutficient. 
Sheep,  bullocks,  pigs,  fowls,  dried  fish,  bread, 
Colombo  arrack,  rice,  dholl,  ghee,  oil,  firewood,  and 
other  provisions,  were  all  embarked  in  the  ships, 
in  quantities  so  enormous  as  to  appear  almost 
fabulous.  There  is  possibly  a  risk  that  the  terms 
"  ocean  of  lies,"  and  "  mountain  of  lies  "  might  be 
applied  to  my  description.  It  was  estimated  that  the 
fittino;  out  of  the  nine  vessels  which  came  out  for 
the  war  woidd  cost  a  lakh  of  rupees,  less  4,000  or 
5,000.  The  lowest  estimate  was  not,  it  would 
appear,  below  80,000  or  85,000  rupees.  The  cost 
of  the  expedition  may  amount  to  more,  but  it 
cannot  be  less.  In  addition  to  provisions,  money  was 
shipped  in  boxes.  The  Admiral's  vessel,  the  Achille, 
had  on  board  Es.  4,000  in  specie,  and  each  of  the 
other  seven  ships  Rs.  '3,000.  The  men  carried  by 
the  fleet  numbered  3,300,  Two  hundred  and  forty 
soldiers,  fifty  East  Indians,  and  a  few  officers  were 
embarked  at  Pondichery  to  replace  those  falling 
sick  and  djing.  Two  native  masters  were  engaged 
to  pilot  the  fleet  to  Trincomalee,  on  a  salary  of 
Hs.  23  per  mensem  each.     They  were  taken  before 
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the  Governor,  who  sent  them  on  to  M.  de  la  Bourdon-      Chap. 

XXII 

nais,  by  whom  they  were  put  on  board  his  own  ship.      '_ — ' 
They  expressed  fears  for  their  safety  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  to   be    employed  on   a  man-of-war, 
but  the  Governor  and  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  reassured 
them  by  saying  that  in  the  event  of  an  action,  they 
would  be  ordered  into  the  hold  along  with  the  priests 
and  the  ship's  doctor,  and  they  moreover  promised  'i'"ese 
to  give  them  a  liberal  reward  in  addition  to  their  serving  on 
pay.     Each  ship  was  provided  with  two  divers,  four  ^va.-. 
boatmen,  and  a  catamaran.     The  duty  of  these  men  Fn't'';-'' 

'  J  special 

was  to  make  soundings  whilst  the  fleet  was  doubling  suln\' 
the  promontory  of  Ceylon,  explore  the  estuaries  of 
rivers,  and  report  to  the  ships  shoals  and  other 
dangers.  The  services  of  experienced  hands  were 
obtained  because  they  were  intimately  acquainted 
with  these  seas,  of  which  the  French  sailors  have 
but  little  knowledge.  The  French  say  that  when 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais   bade  the   Govei'nor  farewell,  y;=^'*i- 

'    de  la  Boav- 

he    told   him    that    they   would    rejoice    after    the  when'"'' 

Of  Ti  e  -I   •  1  1  111-  r^  (ieiiartiii;;, 

titteenth  day  trom  this,  when  he  would  brma;  Lom-  said  to  the 

"  '-^  (governor. 

modore  Peyton  as  liis  prisoner,  and  that  he  would 
not  now  stand  on  much  ceremony,  but  would  take  his 
departure  at  once.  As  the  tide  of  fortune  luis 
turned  in  favour  of  the  French,  they  will,  without 
doubt,  vanquish  the  English.  Providence  surely 
has  willed  it  so  ;  and  it  will  certainly  come  to  pass. 
When  the  vessels  return,  all  will  be  delighted. 

TkuvHdiiij,   kih  August   771^6,  or  23nl  Adl  of  Ak- 

shaya. — This  morning  at  6,  the  son  of  Chanda  Sahib, 
22  VOL.  II. 
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the  son  of  Bade  Sdliib,  and  Asad  Sahib,  the  son- 
in-law  of  Husain  Sahib,  with  many  of  attendants, 
went  off  in  five  boats — the  first  three  in  one  fur- 
nished with  seats,  and  the  others  in  ordinary  craft 
— to  the  ship  AchiUe,  which  is  that  of  the  Admiral. 
As  they  stepped  on  board,  the  second  captain 
came  to  meet  and  escort  them.  The  deck  was 
lined  on  either  side  by  250  soldiers,  drums  were 
beaten,  pipes  and  trumpets  were  played,  and  the 
visitors  were  received  with  very  great  honours.  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais  then  advanced,  embraced  them, 
and  conducted  them  to  his  quarters,  where  he  led 
them  into  a  cabin  freshly  decorated  with  gilt 
leaves  and  silk  hangings,  and  seated  them  on 
chairs  and  sofas  placed  there.  After  they  had 
exchanged  some  polite  phrases,  they  talked  for  a 
while  on  general  topics.  They  then  witnessed  some 
of  the  manoeuvres  of  the  seamen,  such  as  the 
fastening  and  unfastening  of  ropes,  and  the 
unfurling  of  sails,  which  the  men  were  directed  to 
perform  quickly.  They  were  next  shown  round 
the  deck,  fore  and  aft,  and  afterwards  inspected  the 
cannon  which  were  mounted  there.  They  then 
once  more  entered  the  Admiral's  cabin,  and  resumed 
their  seats.  The  son  of  Chandit  Sahib  presented 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  with  a  dress  of  honour 
worth  Rs.  110  or  120,  and  the  son  of  Bade  Sahib 
gave  him  another.  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  in  return 
made  a  present  of  a  musket  fitted  with  a  bayonet, 
to  the  former,  and  of  another  musket  to  the  latter 
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both  these  weapons  being  of  a  costly  description,  chap. 
On  their  way  back  he  escorted  them  as  far  as  the  - — ' 
gangway,  and  there  bade  them  farewell.     As  they  Houoms 

_  ^  paid  them 

descended  the  ship  s  ladder,  and  entered  the  boat,  a  o"  t'^eir 

"  r  '  '  depart  uiv. 

salvo  of  twenty- one  guns  was  fired  by  each  of  the 
four  ships  in  the  roads.  '1  hen  those  on  board  taking 
oft'  their  hats,  shouted  thi'ice  :  "  Long  live  the  king." 
Thus  were  the  visitors  highly  honoured  :  they  were 
deserving  of  the  treatment  which  they  received. 
The  beating  of  drums  continued,  and  the  guard  of 
honour  remained  drawn  up,  as  long  as  they  were  on 
board;  the  latter  was  dismissed  only  after  they  had 
quitted  the  ship.  The  visitors  then  came  ashore, 
and  repaired  to  their  respective  abodes. 

The  fleet  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  consisting  of  The  Fiei.di 
eiffht  ships,  set  sail  at  11  this  forenoon  to  seek  the  in  search 

or'  nf  t  u- 


of  the 
English. 


English  at  Galle,  Colombo,  Jaffna,  and  Trincomalee 
When  it  stood  out  to  sea,  fifteen  guns  were  fired  by 
the  Admiral  only.     The  fort  returned  the  salute. 

Friihiij,   5th  August  171^6,  or  '2Uih    Adl   of  Ah-  (iovemor 
filtaiia. — 1    su"'o-«sted    to    the    Governor    that    Asad  ''''"'^^ 

.'  OO  "  permission 

Sahib    should    be    suppUed     with    provisions.     He  So'isions 

to  A^ad 

desired  me  to  tell  Arumpatai  to  send  them,  which  «"'''^»- 
did. 

Satiirdaij,  6th  Augad  17k-6,  or  26t]i  Adi of  Akahaya. 
— This  forenoon,  about  half-past  11,  M.  Dupleix, 
sent  for  me,  furnished  me  with  a  list  of  g-oods  to  <'0\eraor 

'  «->  M  11(19  for 

be  manufactured  for  him,  and  desired  that  they  '.Ind'^ives 
should  be  supplied  by  the  end  of  October  next.  I  'ijj;,';^"'"" 
said:  "  Very  good."     He  again  summoned  me^  and 
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Chap.  Said :  "I  want  a  score  of  pieces  of  muslin  as  good 
and  fine  as  you  can  get,  and  another  of  dimity, 
no  matter   what  the  cost  and  fineness.     You  must 


1746 

(lives 
further 


oiTiers.  procure  these  two  kinds  or  goods,  oi  very  superior 
quality,  within  a  period  of  two  months.  They  are 
entered  in  the  register  of  orders  for  cloths,  in  which 
a  description  of  them  is  given." 

Governor  Hendiiio;  for  me  once  more,  the  Governor  said:  "I 

makes  a  ~ 

TtirSent  will  now  pay  Rs.  20,000  to  Tiruviti  Balu  Chetti's 
chetti."' "  ao-ent.  The  balance  will  be  met  later  on.  Inform 
Venkatachala  Chetti  accordingly."  I  did  as  he  bade 
me.  The  Governor  paid  the  amount  to  the  agent, 
who  received  the  same.  He  then  said  to  me : 
"  Ascertain,  and  let  me  know,  what  Salatu  Venkata- 
ijesires        chala  Chetti  does  with  the  money,  to  ivliom  he  gives 

diarist  to  ••  -  ^ 

how'thi"      it,  and  Avhether  he  sends  it  to  Madras  or  pays   it 
of.  '■''°''"     to  Chinna  Mudali  in  licpiidation  of  the  debt  due  to 

Kanakaraya  Mudali." 
uireit  The  Governor  desired  me  to-day  to  dye  with  blue 

him  to  J  . 

pmceS'ci".  'eighty  scores  of  piece-goods,  and  I  promised  to  do  so. 
He  then  ordered  his  accountant,  Ranga  Pillai,  to 
make  over  the  necessary  number  of  pieces  to  me. 
He  accordino;ly  came  to  me,  and  said  that  he  would 
deliver  these  on  the  morrow,  and  I  instructed  him  to 
send  them  to  my  warehouse.  He  undertook  to  do 
this,  and  departed. 

These  1.1  To-day  the  Governor's  accountant,  Ranga  Pillai, 

part  made 

diarist"  made  over  to  the  custody  of  the  men  at  my  warehouse 
a  portion  of  the  piece-goods,  which  were  duly  sealed, 
and  he  promised  to  forward  the  remainder  to-morrow. 
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Sundai/,    7th   Augud     17h6,     or     26fli    Ad!    of     char 


xxri. 


A/cs/iGha. — The  Governor  summoned  me  to-day,  and 

'^  .  *  174G. 

said  :    "  What  (juantitj  of  piece-goods  did  }'ou  send,  tTo^venior 
in  October  1741-,  through  M.   de   Burj,  for  sale  at  [°.c"uMtof 
Mascareio-ne  ?  "    [  replied:   "  Two  bales,  which  cost  stoodssent 

ri  r  to  Mas- 

900  and  odd  pagodas."     He  tlien  said  :  "  Give  me  an  ^■•'^•■^'^"*'' 
account  of  this."     After  consulting  the  entry"  made 
at  the  time,  I  have  noted  down  the  figures — pag  :  96-3, 
fan;  21,  ca  :  38 — in  French.      I  purpose  furnishing 
this  note  to  tlie  Governor  to-morrow. 

Madame  Dupleix  sent  for  me  and  said :  "  I  want  Me.Dupieix 

*■  frives 

1,000  shirts  made  of  bleached  long-cloth.  You  may  oiSSo.- 
add  another  500.  As  for  the  cloth,  the  Governor  told  koocU. 
me  to  procure  it  from  you."  I  answered  :  *'  I  wdl 
see  to  it."  She  continued  :  "  He  also  bade  me 
obtain  from  you  two  scores  of  sheeting  printed 
with  flowers,  which  [  require."  I  replied  :  "Very 
well  ;  I  will  send  them.  The  Governor  has  already 
given  me  a  list  of  these  piece-goods,  and  ordered  the 
supply  of  them." 

M.  Duplan  said  to  me  :  "  I  require  blue  cloth,  He  agrees 
to  the  value  of  1,000  pagodas.  I  will  have  it  inade  Ivjtii''^'' 
into  shirts.  You  can  take  half  a  share  in  this. 
They  are  in  great  demand  at  Mascareigne."  I 
replied  :  '1  agree."  He  added  :  "  It  should  be 
ready  by  the  month  of  October  next."  I  answered  : 
*'  I  will  think  over  it  and  let  you  know."  He  then 
said  :  "  As  mj  health  here  is  not  good,  I  intend 
going  to  Mascareigiie  for  a  change.  I  will  take 
the  goods  with  mc  then."     M.  de  Bausset  also  took 


M.  Duplaii. 


imhu 
Daf  wiott 
to  him. 
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(;iiAP.      part  in  tliis  conversation.     M.  Diiplan  promised  to 

XXII. 

' — '     send  me  300  pagodas  on  Wednesday  next. 
Councir  This  morning,  a  Council, from  which  theGovernor 

was  absent,  was  held  at  the  Council  chamber.     The 

members  separated  at  Jl. 
uia,-ist  Mondai],    Stli    Anga,st    171^6,    or    27th     Adl    of 

presents  to  mi-  •  f  i  1/1' 

Governoi      A'cshuuci. — i  liis   momino;,    i   presented  to  the  <yov- 

the  aeeoui't  --'  o^  ± 

called  for.  q^.^q^.  ^\^q  account  connectod  with  the  two  bales  of 
piece-goods  sent  to  Mascareigne  through  the  agency 
of  M.  de  Bury,  on  the  18th  October  1744,  corre- 
sponding to  6th  Arppisi  of  Raktakshi.     He  took  it, 

Ho  asks       and   then   said:    "What  did  Sambu  Das  write  to 

iliarist  what 

you  after  the  arrival  of  our  ships."  I  replied :  *'  He 
has  sent  a  letter  begging  pardon  for  all  the  irregu- 
larities which  he  recently  committed,  and  requesting 
me  to  act  as  mediator,  and  effect  a  reconciliation  so 
full  that  your  friendship  towards  him  might  here- 
after be  ever  warm  and  enduring."  On  this  the  Gov- 
•joiiversa-     cmor  luqulred  what  reply  I  had  given.    My  answer 

tioii  on  this 

subject.  was:  "I  wrote  to  mm  to  the  following  effect: 
'  When  you  were  here,  you  promised,  in  connection 
with  Clianda  Sahib's  affair,  to  give  the  Governor  a 
draft  for  a  lakh  of  rupees.  But  after  you  left  Pondi- 
chery,  you  wrote  to  him  saying  that  in  view  of  the 
non-arrival  of  the  ships,  and  for  this  and  that  reason, 
you  could  not  fulfil  your  promise.  Subsequently, 
although  I  addressed  several  letters  to  you,  you  never 
paid  heed  to  any  of  them.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, if  you  desire  that  the  friendship  of  the 
Governor  should  be  revived,  you  should  adopt   such 
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a  course  as  will  induce  him  to  forget  all  your  past      chap. 

A-Xl  1. 

misdemeanours.'     I  addressed  him  in  terms  suited      — 
to   the  circumstances  of  the  case."     I  then  added:  Dhuist ' 

stiites  Hint 

"  He  has  written  to  me  to  procure  a  permit  for  three  ^^f^,';^ 
of  his  boats   laden  with  redwood  which  has  to  be  4'!/to 

obtain 

landed  at  Negapatam."    He  replied  :    "  We  cannot  ™y; 
give  passes  to  those  residing  at   places   under  the 
Ensrlish  flaof."    Upon  this  I  exclaimed  :    "  You  said,  conversu- 
in  the  case  of  ships  in  the  roads  at  Cuddalore,  bound  {•e?;^'-'ii'is 
foi*  Queda,  that  you  had  no   objection    to    furnish  '"'"'' 
passes,  provided  that  they  executed  an  agreement  or 
offered  security  that  they  would  not  carry  Sinj  goods 
belonging  to   the    English.     I    accordingly  replied 
to  him  to  that  effect. "     The  Governor  then  proceeded 
to  urge  that  this  was  rescinded  by  a  subsequent  order 
of   Council.     I   thereupon    remonstrated    with    him 
saying   that    a   refusal    on    his    part  would  not  be 
equitable,  and  that  it  would  add  to  his  reputation  to 
show  favour  in  this  case.     To  this  he  did  not  reply. 

He    then    said  :    "  Who   is    Venkata   Warasino^a  Governor 

~        asks  who 

Raja?  Why  did  he  send  you  a  horse,  a  dress  of  i^-^,';2,'^^.^ 
honour,  and  a  dagger  ?  What  is  he  ?"  I  replied: 
"  His  territory  is  estimated  to  yield  a  revenue  of 
two  lakhs  of  pagodas.  He  pays  a  tribute  to  the 
Nawab  of  a  lakh  of  rupees  every  year.  He  is  a  feudal 
chieftain.  His  possessions  contain  many  well-known 
hills  and  forests.  It  is  on  his  land  that  Father 
Thomas    of    Madras  has  built  a  church.     He   and  Diarist 

Hi\cs 

I   have  been  on    friendly  terms    for  the  last   throe  i''" '•<"'""'• 
or  four  years.     This  person,  however,  is  a  regent, 
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the  real  owner  being  his  brother-in-law,  Kirveii 
Hajct,  who  ha=5  become  imbecile.  Venkata  JNarasinga 
Raja  is  at  present  stiffering  from  diabetes.  He  is 
said  to  have  recently  been  to  Madras  for  medical 
treatment;,  and  to  have  started  for  Bommaraja  pfilai- 
yam  only  fiv^e  days  ago,  as  his  health  has  now  some- 
what improved.  I  have  received  a  letter  conveying 
news  to  this  effect.  A  month  ago  I  sent  to  him 
return  presents  of  a  horse  and  a  diN^ss  of  honour. 
But  before  these  could  reach  his  country,  he  had  left 
for  Madras.  My  messengers  consequently  are  now 
at  Tirutani,  a  town  which  belongs  to  him,  and 
is  at  a  distance  of  about  ten  leagues  from  Pondi- 
chery.  This  is  what  my  servants  have  written  to  me. 
After  he  has  returned  to  his  palaiyam,  they  will  pro- 
ceed thither.  Venkata  N"arasinga  Raja  is  a  man 
of  great  integrity  and  virtue,  and  an  able  adminis- 
trator. Since  he  commenced  to  manage  affairs, 
he  has  very  much  extended  his  territory."  After 
I  had  expatiated  in  these  terms  on  his  merits, 
the  Gl-overnor  remarked  :  "  You  alone  have  secured 
presents  from  him.  But  you  have  made  no  attempt 
to  effect  an  alliance  between  him  and  me,  and  to 
procure  presents  for  me  also."  I  said  :  "  I  will ; 
but  we  should  exhibit  no  undue  haste  in  doinor  this." 
He  replied:    "You  must  contrive  this." 

It  is  said  that  when  Venkata  Xarasinga  Raja  weni 
to  Madras,  he  visited  the  Governor,  Mr.  Morse  who, 
it  is  alleged,  honoured  him  with  a  salute,  and  gave 
him  a  present.     It  is  likewise  reported  that  on  the  eve 
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of    his  return  he  made     Mr.   Morse  sundry    gifts      Chap. 
more   valuable  than  those  which  he  had  received.      — 

1746. 

It  would  appear  that  Sambu  Das  pleaded  hard  with  what 

^^  ^  Sambu  Das 

the  Grovernor  that  an  elephant  should  be  presented  ^fg^^^^, 
to  the  Eaia,  that   the   Governor  refused  to  comply  to'do  ^""^ 

•^  ^    ''      regarding 

with  this  request;  that  thereupon  Sambu  Dds  t^^^^K^J"- 
offered  to  give  one,  and  requested  that  the  Grov- 
ernor would  present  it,  that  the  Governor  then 
observed  that  his  refusal  was  not  based  on  the 
score  of  expense,  but  on  the  ground  that  an 
unusual  precedent  would  thereby  be  created,  and 
that  even  as  regards  a  salute,  it  was  not  without 
considerable  pressing  that  it  was  granted.  I  have 
received  from  reliable  sources  positive  information 
to  this  effect.  It  now  remains  to  be  seen  what  will 
take  place  when  my  messenger,  Eamakrishna  S^stri, 
delivers,  after  the  R^ja  has  returned  to  his  pahiiyam, 
what  I  have  sent  to  him. 

To-day,  Tarwadi   presented  to    me    a    draft    for  Diarist 

•'  ■       ^  causes 

Rs.  9,600,  from  his  master's  agent  Hariram  Takar  HrafTfor 
at  Negapatam,  payable  eight  days  after  sight  to  M. 
Riche,  the  commandant  at  Karikal.  Increasing  this 
amount  to  Rs.  9,672,  by  the  addition  of  a  premium 
of  72 — at  the  rate  of  three-fourths  of  a  rupee  for 
every  100  of  the  draft — I  transferred  it  to  M.  Dulau- 
rens,  and  caused  payment  to  be  made  to  "J^arwadi. 
When  I  went  to  communicate  the  news  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, I  found  him  engaged  in  a  conversation  with 
M.  d'Auteuil.     After  he  had  listened  to  me,  he  said  :  Governor 

'  directs  luui 

"  I  wish  you  to  have  in  readiness  fourteen  or  fifteen  lund^y""^' 

horses. 
23  VOL.  1 1 . 
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1746. 


Supposed 
reason  for 
this  order. 


Letter 
to  Governor 
from 

agent  for 
the  French 
at  Areot, 


States  that 
Mr.  Morse 
nddressed 
the  >ra«ab 
requesting 
him  to 
forbid 
French  to 
attack- 
Madras. 


horses  of  the  Manilla,  Pe^u,  Asiatic  Turkey,  and 
Arabian  breeds."  I  replied:  "  Very  good."  I  ac- 
cordingly instructed  Krimasi  Pandit,  the  subordinate 
chief  of  the  peons,  not  to  permit  an}'  horses,  the 
property  of  Hindus  or  Muhammadans,  to  pass  beyond 
the  bounds  of  Pondichery.  The  Governor  made  an 
exception  as  regards  those  from  Acheen.  The  circum- 
stance which  has  led  to  the  issue  of  the  order  recorded 
above  seems  to  be  this  :  M.  de  ia  Bourdonnais  has 
entertained  a  body-guard  of  twenty -four  troopers ; 
and  drives  out  attended  by  some  of  these.  He  is 
said  to  have  given  instructions  to  procure  horses  for 
his  men,  and  make  up  uniforms  for  them.  This 
information  was  given  to  me  by  M.  Mathieu,  who 
remarked  :  "  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  has  engaged  four 
Coffres,*  to  blow  trumpets.  We  shall  see  in  four 
or  five  days  in  what  light  the  Governor  will  regard 
this." 

Subbaiyan,  the  agent  of  the  French  at  Arcot, 
sent  a  letter  which  was  interpreted  by  MadanSnda 
Pandit  and  Malaiyappa  Mudali  to  the  Governor.  It 
ran  as  follows  :  "Mr.  Morse,  the  Governor  of  Madras, 
wrote  to  Nawab  Anwar-ud-din  Kh§n  stating  that 
intelliofence  had  been  received  there  that  the  French 
were  meditating  an  attack  on  the  town,  and  had 
put  on  board  their   ships  of   war,   scaling  ladders, 


*  Called  also  Caffres.  Negroes  of  South-Easfc  Africa  -who  Avere  im- 
ported by  the  Portuguese,  English,  ar  d  French,  and  used  as  troops.  From 
.'iuotatioris  occurring  in  "  Hobgon  Jobson  "  it  -would  appear  that  some  of 
this  clnss  \\prc  accomplished  performers  on  tlie  French  horn. 
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bundles  of  straw,  spades,  pickaxes,  axes,  tents,  and      Chap. 
other  material  of  war  for  attackmg  a  fort,  that  this      — 

1  '74-C 

news  had  disquieted  the  traders,  officers,  and  other 
inhabitants  of  Madras,  that  he  also  suspected  this, 
that  as  war  at  sea  alone  had  been  proclaimed  be- 
tween the  English  and  the  French,  the  latter  should 
not  attack  the  former  on  land,  and  that  as  towns 
possessed  by  either  party  lay  in  the  territories  of  the 
Nawab,  neither  the  English,  nor  the  French,  could 
attack  these  without  his  permission.  Mr.  Morse 
therefore  asked  the  Nawab  to  insist  upon  the  French 
not  attacking-  Madras.      He  also  wrote  to  the  same  Letter 

^  to  the 

effect   to  Sampati  Rao.     Both  the  letters  were  deli-  f^ixmZ\ 
vered  in  the  first  instance    to  Sampati  Rao  by  the 
Madras  agent,  who  told  him  in  complimentary  terms 
what  he  had  been  instructed  to  say.      Sampati  Rao 
perused  the  letter  addressed  to  him,  told  the  agent 
to  deliver  to  the  Nawab  the  despatch  intended  for 
him,  and  promised  at  the  same  time  to  send  a  reply 
after    consultation  with  him  at    the    darbar.     The 
Madras  agent  thereupon  presented  the  letter  to  the 
Nawab,  who  havino-  read  it,   despatched  two  mes-  xawabsaid 
sengers  to  Madras,  and  two  others  to  Pondichery,  toM^S 
with   instructions    to    send   him    intelligence,  from  choiy*to''" 

keej)  liini 

time  to  time,  of  whatever  took  place  in  those  two  !"J.'^|',1"™ 

^  -L  ( K  (  HI  1 1  lit  L  3 

towns."     In  addition  to  these  particulars,  the  letter 

of    Subbaiyan,    communicated    the    fact    that    the  xmvab 

Nawab  had  written  to  the  Governor  of  Pondichery  ^a^v'^^'' 

asking   for   passes    for    three    vessels    bound   from  paises  an- 


ships, 
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1746. 
Reply  of 
the  Gover- 
nor on  this 
point. 


Death,  anil 
interment 
of  the 
priest  of 
the  Vikra- 
pandi 
Chettis. 


How  prior 
to  liis 
death,  he 
appointed 
his 
successor. 


Sa'adat  Bandar  *  to  Chittagong.  When  the  Governor 
heard  the  letter  he,  it  is  reported,  smiled,  and  stepped 
back  a  pace  or  two.  The  letter  of  the  Nawab  asking 
for  passes  for  the  three  ships  was  afterwards  read 
and  interpreted  to  the  Governor,  who  directed  that 
a  reply  should  be  sent  to  the  effect  that  there  was 
no  objection  to  granting  these  documents,  provided 
that  the  owners  of  the  ships  bound  themselves,  by 
a  written  agreement,  not  to  carry  in  them  goods  or 
other  things  belonging  to  the  English.  This  is 
what  Madan^nda  Pandit  told  me. 

This  night,  two  Indian  hours  after  sunset,  Amba- 
lattadum  Aiyar,  the  priest  of  the  Vikrapandi 
Chettis  who  reside  here,  expired.  His  corpse  was 
interred  in  a  sitting  posture,  in  the  premises  of  the 
very  matt  over  which  he  presided.  Having  had  a  pre- 
sentiment of  his  approaching  end,  he,  on  Sunday  the 
26th  Adi  [7th  August  1746],  nominated  Kanaka- 
sabhai  Tambir^n  as  his  successor.  The  latter,  who 
had  a  tangled  head  of  hair,  was,  up  to  the  time  of 
his  appointment,  his  personal  attendant,  escorted 
him  to  men  of  consequence,  and  helped  in  superin- 
tending the  affairs  of  the  institution.  Nominating 
him  as  his  successor,  the  retiring  priest  placed  on 
his  neck  the  sacred  rosary,  composed  of  clusters  of 


*  This  is  what  is  now  known  as  Covelong,  a  village  and  salt  factory  on 
the  coast,  22  miles  from  Madras.  From  an  old  route  book,  it  appears  that 
there  was  there  a  fort  constructed  by  Nawab  Anwar-ud-din,  close  to  the 
sea  and  near  the  rains  of  one  which  had  been  built  by  the  Imperial  East 
India  Company  of  Osteud.  The  name  given  by  the  N'atives  to  this  fort 
was  Sa'adat  Bandar.     It  has  long  ceased  to  exist. 
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beads — fi^e  in  each — wMch  he  had  hitherto  worn,      Chap. 

XXII. 

and  prostrated  himself  in  homage  at  his  feet.     The      ^-L_' 
ascetics  present,  and  all  his  disciples,  followed  his 
example.     Then,  addressing  the  assembly,   he  said  :  And  inti- 

Ti  •  ^^      1        1    •  iiTin     W*tecl  this 

"  i  nave  installed  this  man  as  your  head,     i  shall  to  Jiis 

•'  followers. 

betake  myself  to-morrow  evening  to  Kailasa.  You 
must  take  care  of  the  matt,  and  manage  its  affairs 
efficiently".  His  death  took  place  as  he  had  predicted. 
His  successor,  a  handsome  person  with  a  bright 
face,  is  about  forty-five  years  old,  and  seems  to  be 
fitted  for  the  office. 

On  the  night  of   Monday,  this   day  last   week,  Dubiish 

of  late 

Pandil  Muttiyalu  X^yakkan,  formerly  the  dubash  of  ^"^^j;^^^^^ 
Mr.  Hubbard,  the  late  Governor  of  Fort  St.  David,  Smesto 
arrived  at  Vazhudavur,  paid  a  visit  to  Mir  Husain  ^'•^''^^^■ 
Kh^n.  the   commandant  of  the   fort,   and   received 
from  him,  as  gifts,  a  horse  and  a  dress   of  honour. 
Having  forwarded  to  me,  through  a  messenger  sent 
by  Ramabhadra  Reddi,  intimation  of  his  intended 
departure  for  Fort  St.  David,  he  repaired  thither  on  Departs  for 

that  place. 

the  following  night  at  10.     It  is  said  that  his  errand 

is  to  furnish,  from  time  to  time,  secret  intellisrence  -Micfted 

'^  object  of 

concerning  the  political  affairs  of  the  country,  as  he  ^''''  ^'"■*"'^' 
has  acquaintances  there  as  far  as  Ram^svaram,  and 
can  therefore  appoint  at  different  places  agents  to 
supply  him  with  information,  whereas  Orkandi  Ran- 
gappa  Nayakkan,  the  dubash  of  Mr.  Hinde,  the 
present  Governor  of  Fort  St.  David,  seldom  reports 
on  such  matters.  I  cannot  think  of  any  other 
business  that  he  can  have  here. 
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Governor 
for  safe 
conduct  for 
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Tiiexilai/,  Otlb  August  17If6,  or  28th  Adl  of  Alshcu/a. 
— The  Governor  lay  in  ])e(l  this  morniny:-  until  11, 
as  owing  to  a  head-ache  he  had  had  no  sleep  last 
night.  There  was  no  darbar,  and  he  saw  no  one 
nntil  12. 

Wedueailaij,  10th  August  17U6,  or  S9th  Adl  of , 
Akshai/a. — A  messenger  brought  a  letter  from  Imam 
Sahib  to  the  Governor.  In  this  it  was  requested 
that  condign  punishment  might  be  inflicted  on  the 
murderers  of  a  follower  of  his,  whose  corpse  had  been 
found  near  Tiruv^ngada  Pillai's  choultry.  As  soon 
as  the  letter  had  been  interpreted  to  the  Governor, 
he  sent  for  me,  and  exclaimed  twice  or  thrice,  in  my 
presence,  that  M.  de  Lahaye,  who  exercised  jurisdic- 
tion over  Kalapettai,  had  not  informed  him  of  the 
murder.  He  directed  me  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  make  a  report  to  him.  I  promised  to  do  so. 
Madanauda  Pandit  and  Malaiyappa  Mudali  then 
informed  him  that  they  had  interpreted  to  him  a 
report  which  had  been  received  some  time  previously. 
The  Grovernor  turned  to  me,  and  asked  within  whose 
territory  the  occurrence  mentioned  in  the  letter  had 
taken  place.  I  said  that  it  was  in  that  of  the  Com- 
pany. He  directed  me  to  make  a  thorough  inquiry, 
and  submit  a  report.  I  said  that  I  would,  and 
retired. 

Later  on  a  letter  arrived  from  the  Nawab,  and 
was  interpreted  to  the  Governor.  It  stated  that  a 
ship  belonging  to  a  IVJuhammadan  was  about  to  be 
despatched  from    Covelong   to  Tenasserim,  that    a 
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safe  conduct  was  sought  for  her,  and  that  the  owner      Chap. 

XXII 

had  expressed  his  willingness  to  execute  an  under-      - — ' 
taking   to  the  effect   that  she  should  be  liable  to  Penalty' 

®  aSTeed  to 

confiscation,  with  all  her  cargo  and  appurtenances,  iJ^^J^^j 
if  she  conveyed  any  goods  belonging  to  the  English.  E°Sish.' 
The  Governor  sent  for  me,  and  dii^ected  me  to  instruct 
M.  Minos,  who  is   actino;  as  Secretary  in   the  place  instruc- 

'  "  1/  i  tioiis  given 

of  M.  Duplan,  with  regard  to  drawing  up,  in  the  ''*<^''''""- 
proper  forms,  the  deed  of  agreement  and  passport, 
and  despatching  them  to  the  persons  concerned. 

M.  Leo-ou,  so  I  was  told,  forwarded  an  order  for  w.  Lesou 

~         '  sends  order 

a  number  of  coarse  striped  cotton  cloths  to  Chiniia  chin,°*''' ^" 
Mudali  who  sent  Krishnaiyan,  the  son  of  Subbaiyan 
of  the  Fort,  back  with  it  to    ascertain  if  the  cloths 
were   really  wanted.     M.  Legou   considered   for    a 
while,    and   then  sent  Krishnaiyan  to  me  with  an 
order  on  behalf  of  the  Company  for  twenty  pieces  ^j^'^'e- 
of  the  cloth  required.     He  came  to  me,  and  com-  t^cuarist. 
municated  the  order,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  had  first  taken  one  of  the  same  kind  to  Chinna 
Mudali. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

FJi03I  AUGUST  llTfT,  17^6,   TO  AUGUST  17™,  171^6. 

Chinna  Madali  visits  diarist— Converses  with  him — Alhides  to  illness  of 
Governor  and  departs  -  Object  of  visit  which  lie  intended  paying  to 
Governor — Governor  asks  diarist  to  distill  some  arrack — Conversation 
on  the  subject — A  sapply  ordered — Cerrain  officials  submit  to 
Governor  draft  of  letter  to  Dutch  —  Residents  of  KalapSttai  refused 
leave  to  hold  festival— Krimasi  Pandit  pleading  on  their  behalf, 
Governor  sends  for  diarist — Asks  him  if  he  has  inquired  regarding 
murder  at  KalapSttai — He  answers — Questions  him  regarding  inter- 
view with  Asad  Sahib,  and  he  replies — Request  of  people  of  Kalapettai 
granted — Ekamb'ira  Aiyan  brings  a  Brahman  from  Fort  St.  David  to 
diarist — He  delivers  message  fi-om  MuttiyaJa  Nayakkan — This  asks 
for  information  as  to  probability  of  war—  Diarist  suspects  attempts  to 
trick  him — Pleads  ignorance — Warns  messengei-  of  risks  which  he 
incurs — Suggests  instant  departure — He  promises  to  go — Conversa- 
tion with  Ekambara  Aiyan  regarding  object  of  messenger — Belief  of 
diarist  that  it  was  to  obtain  information  for  English — Ekamfeara 
Aiyan  agrees — War  material  secretly  placed  on  ship-board — M.  Paradis 
starts  for  Kirikal — Guruvappa  Chetti  visits  diarist — Conversation 
regarding  appointment  of  latter  as  chief  dubash — Guruvappa  Chetti 
assures  him  that  this  has  been  made — Reply  of  diarist — Subsequent 
conversation  — News  from  Mah6— Capture  of  English  ship  by  French 
— Governor  sends  for  M.  Paradis,  who  cannot  be  found — Retail 
prices  of  broad-cloths  at  Madras — Rates  for  blue  and  yellow — 
Governor  sends  for  diarist — luquires  about  murder  at  Kalap§ttai — 
He  states  what  he  knows — M.  de  Lahaye  sent  for — (Jovernor  asks  of 
diiirist  nature  of  Lazar's  illness--He  infers  from  Governor's  remarks 
that  he  will  be  appointed  chief  dubash— Governor  inquires  touching 
certain  accounts,  etc. — Diarist  reports  regarding  a  certain  insolvent — 
Governor  gives  instructions — The  man  finally  released — Madame 
Dupleix  sends  for  diarist — Speaks  to  him  respecting  a  case  referred 
toh'mfor  adjudication — Urges  him  to  deliver  his  award — He  tells 
her  that  she  has  been  misinformed— She  replies — Informs  him  that 
AnuapArna  Aiyan  has  offered  Governor  and  her  bribes  to  obtain  the 
courtiership,  and  remarks  tliat  he  is  incompetent  —Speaks  flatteringly 
of  fitness  of  diarist  —  And  assures  him  of  her  support — He 
expresses  his  gratitude — She  mentions  her  precautions  not  to  pre- 
judice him — He  expresses  indifference  to  appointment — She  urges 
him  to  accept — And  says  that  it  will  shortly  be  conferred  upon  him — 
}lead  of  police  imprisoned  on  account  of  a  murder — Letter  to  Gov- 
ernor from  Nawab— Requests  French  not  to  alarm  people  at  Madi'as 
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— ^Reply  of  Governor — News  from  Cuddalore — Alarm  there,  and  at  Chap. 
Fort  St.  David — Measures  taken  to  secure  property,  etc. — People  fly  to  XXIII, 
Tiruvendinuram,  etc.— Panic  on  arrival  there  of  M.  Paradis — Flight  ~~ 
thence  of  people,  and  coiiseqnont  confusion  at  Cuddalore  and  Fort  St. 
David— The  alarm  proving'  false,  confidence  restored  -Condition  of 
affairs  notwithstanding  this — Governor  calls  upon  diarist  for  certain 
arrack — He  replies  that  it  cannot  be  furnished  at  once — Governor  bids 
him  supply  cloth  in  satisfaction  of  debt  to  Company — Diarist  suggests 
to  M.  de  la  Touche  purchase  of  arrack,  etc.,  at  Porto  N'ovo — He  agrees 
to  this,  and  offers  some  arrack  of  his  own — Purchase  arranged  — M.  de  la 
Touche  promises  to  attempt  further  purchases— His  anxiety  touching 
his  bargain — Diarist  ti-ansacts  some  further  business,  and  departs — 
Friends  of  Chinna  Mudali.  hearing  tliat  diarist  is  to  be  appointed,  beg 
him  not  to  abandon  idea  of  taking  office—  His  family  and  relatives  do 
the  same— He  asks  senior  priest  of  St.  Paul's  to  use  his  influence — He 
consents,  and  offers  advice — The  priests  seek  the  sup)iort  of  Madame 
Dupleix — Who  denies  all  knowledge  of  the  matter — Chinna  Mudali 
determines  to  seek  the  favour  of  tbe  Governor  — Diarist  declines  to 
accompany  him — Madananda  Pandit  does — His  friends  follow — Fail 
to  obtain  audience — Diarist  visits  Governor — Kmissaries  of  Nawab 
visit  Chinna  Mudali — M.  dela  Villoljague  asks  information  regarding 
goods  being  manufactured  for  his  brother — Conversation  regarding 
goods  ordered  for  his  brother — M.  Paradis  returns  from  Karikal 
— Diarist  ascertains  his  movements  whilst  absent — Speculates  as  to 
obJ9ct  of  his  journey — Concludes  that  it  had  to  do  with  attack  on 
English — M.  Paradis  and  M.  d'Autcuil  have  interviews  with  Governor 
— Who  asks  diarist  about  horses — And  again  consults  with  M.  Paradis 
— Sea  transport  engaged — Supplies,  etc.,  shipped— Diarist  surmises 
attack  on  Madras  or  Fort  St.  David — Renewed  anxiety  of  i\r.  de  la 
Touche — Diarist  reassures  him — Conversation  regarding  a  cargo  of 
arrack  from  Colombo — Chinna  Mudali  abuses  Annaplirna  Aiyan  and 
his  family--Eemarks  thereupon  of  Krimasi  Pandit — Reply  of  Madan- 
anda Pandit. 

Thursdaii.  11th  Awm.st  17Jf6,  or  30th  Adi  of  Ah-  cin.ma 
sliaya. — This   morning,  on   his  way   back  from  the  diarist. 
house    of    the    Governor,    Chinna    Mudali  came  to 
my  storehouse,   and  sat  down  on  the   pial.      When 
I    arrived   from    iny    residence   at    8    o'clock,    and  converts 

''  witli  liim 

seating  myself  beside  him  inquired  whether  lie  had  his'iJeami. 
recovered,    he    said  that  he    was  somewhat  better, 
but  that  if  he  attempted  to  walk  he  became  giddy. 

I  remarked   that  this    must  be   due    to    his   weak 
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condition.  He  said  :  "  Yes.  My  health  has  been 
much  impaired  since  the  death  of  the  Mudali."  I 
replied:  "The  grief  caused  by  that  bereavement 
must  have  told  upon  you."  We  conversed  for  a 
while,  on  general  subjects.  He  then  said :  "  The 
Governor  appears  to  have  had  a  head-ache  last 
night ;  he  may  go  on  sleeping  for  four  Indian 
hours  more.  I  shall  therefore  return  home."  So 
saying  he  took  leave  of  me,  and  departed.  The 
object  of  his  intended  visit  to  the  Governor  was  this. 
His  friends  have  been  telling  him  that  he  is  a  loser 
by  not  waiting  on  the  Governor,  that  if  I  was  in 
his  eye  for  the  appointment  it  would  not  liave 
been  kept  in  abeyance  so  long  ...  *  Urged 
thus  by  his  people,  and  partly  believing  in  the 
possibility  of  the  success  of  his  attempts — though 
he  was  far  from  being  sanguine — ,  and  impelled  by  a 
mind  troubled  with  conflictinof  thouofhts,  he  went 
to  the  Governor's  house,  but  returned  without 
seeing  him. 

At  half -past  10,  the  Governor  sent  for  me,  and 
asked  me  to  distill  some  arrack,  to  which  I  aofreed. 
He  asked  how  much  could  be  manufactured  in  a 
day.  I  answered  :  "  About  500  brasses  .f"  He 
remarked :    '*  Your   liquor   does   not  possess   much 


*  Perished  in  the  original. 

f  Inquiry  at  Pondichery  and  elsewhere,  as  to  the  meaning  of  this 
word  has  proved  unsuccessful.  It  is  evidently  a  measure  of  capacity. 
The  word  exists,  but  is  applied  only  to  a  measure  of  length  equivalent  to 
the  English  "fathom". 
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fragrance;  it  lias  a  smoky  taste."  1  replied  :'*  That  chap. 
is  its  nature.  I  have  worked  the  distillery  for  ^1 — 
the  last  thirty  years.     The  same  still  has  been  in  use  couveisa- 

*     ''  tioii  on  the 

all  along."     He  then  said  :   "  Is  this  the  only  kind,  subject. 
or  are  there  two  ?  "     I  answered  :  "  I  hear  there  is 
another  called  'forte.  '*     He  then  ordered  me  to  let  Governor 

•^  _  orders 

him  nave  a  supply.  I  was  desirous  of  telhug  him  » *"!'»''• 
that  it  was  difficult  to  furnish  500  brasses,  as  some 
ingredients  had  to  be  mixed  with  the  liquor ;  but 
I  could  not  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  I 
returned,  hoping  to  inform  him  of  this  on  some 
other  occasion. 

As  we  were    enofagfed  in  conversation   on  this  mm. 

°    °  d'Espri^- 

subject,  MM.  d'Espremenil  and  Minos  came,    and  ^^"""^ 
handed  to  the  Governor  a  draft  reph^  to    a  letter  wml'lLdt 

^  -^  reply  to 

from    the    Dutch,    in    which    they  asked   why   the  ^j^|,',';!;/™'" 

French  had  captured,  a  fortnight  previously,  a  sloop 

belonging  to  Negapatam,  and  a  boat  from  Surat.     It 

is  not  known  what  the  nature  of  the  answer  is  to 

be.     The  draft  will   be  placed  before  the   Council, 

and  after  it  has  been  approved  by  the  members,  it  Tins  to  be 

approved 

will  be  fair-copied,  and  signed  by  them.     The  terms  f,v'[>oui"ei'. 
of  it  have  yet  to  be  learnt. 

The  residents  of  Kalapcttai  souo;ht  the  help  of  Resident 

^    •  •  ^  ^  of  Kaliipct. 

tai  refuse 


leave 


Malaiyappa  Mudali,  in  view  to   obtaining  the  per- 
mission of  the   Governor  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  fest'h'ni. 
the  local  deity,  named  Mariyammai.     But  he  refused 
to   grant  this  favour.    They  thereupon  applied  to 


♦  strong,  probably  :  ei^uivalent  perhaps  to  overpioof. 
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Chap.     Krimasi  Pandit,  who  spoke  to  the  Governor  on  their 

XX'II 

—      behalf.     The  Governor  then  bade  him  send  for  me, 
Kiima.si'      and   I   was  summoned.      When  I    appeared  before 

Pandit  .  ^^ 

fhoh'i"hMi'f  ^^^j  ^6  said  :  "  Have  you,  as  directed  by  me,  made 
se'miTior  inouiries  concerninof  the  murder  committed  at 
Asks  him     Kalapettai?"     I  replied  that  I   had  sent  some  men 

regard  iiig 

inquiiT  to  investigate  the  affair,  and  would  report  to  him 

KaiapeUiii.  as  3oon  as  they  returned.     He  then  said  :  "  Wei!  ; 

(ii^stions  have   you  spo>ken    to  Asad   Sahib?"     I   answered: 

interview  "  I  have.     He  alleged  that  he  could  not  do  anythins^ 

with  Asad  _  ...  .  . 

he'reyiics'  On  hi 3  own  responsibility.  He  said  many  things,  to 
which  I  made  suitable  replies.  He  appears  to  have 
written  to  Arcot  on  the  subject.  I  presume  that  on 
receiving  instructions  he  will  give  a  decided  reply." 
The  Governor  then  remarked :  *'  Supposing  that 
they  do  not  agree,  we  shall  be  required  to  pay 
interest  for  the  time  that  we  have  the  money  by  us. 
Why  should  we  needlessly  give  them  a  month's 
interest?"  I  replied  :  "  How  can  the  man  do 
anvthino:    without   orders?"    On    hearino^   this    he 

DiarLst        remained  silent.    I  then  said  to  him  :   "  The  people  of 

mentions  ^        '■ 

ofthf*       Krdapettai  say  that  a  festival  should  be  held  in  their 

people  "f.n  -,     -,  •      •  -1  .., 

Kalapettai,  -villag^e,   auQ    booT  pemiission   to   conduct  it  m  the 

which  IS  o    '  or 

granted.  ^g^^^l  way."  Ho  replied  :  "  Let  them  celebrate  it 
according  to  custom."  I  communicated  the  order  to 
them,  and  bade  them  go. 

Ekambara,  TMs  oveniug  at  6,  as    I   was    standing   in  the 

Aiyan 

BrXniaii  street,  contemplating  going  to  the  Governor's  house, 
St!  DavMd      Ekambara  Aiyan,  accompanied  by  a  Vaishnava  Brah- 

to  diarist.  "^  ivt  p  ci 

man  from  Pandil  Muttiyrdu  Nayakkan,  of  Fort  bt. 


1746. 
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David,   came  to  me.     Takinsr  me  aside,    lie   said :      chap. 

.  -A  XXIII. 

**  This  Brahman  is  Muttiyalu  Najakkan's  servant. 
He  has  sent  him  to  you  in  order  to  procure  some 
information.  It  is  said  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Fort  8t.  David  and  Cuddalore  do  not  remain  in 
their  houses,  that  they  betake  themselves  at  night 
to  the  suburbs  outside  the  limits  of  the  town, 
return  liome  only  in  the  daytime,  and  are  continually  Explains 

why  lie  lias 

wandering  about ;  and  that  they  are  in  a  state  of  ^eensent. 
the  greatest  alarm,  owing  to  their  having  heard  of 
the  embarkation  on  ship-board  of  ladders,  tents,  and 
other  materials  required  for  the  capture  of  forts. 
Muttiyalu  Nayakkan  feels  much  distressed  that  he 
has,  in  ignorance  of  these  circumstances,  gone  there 
with  his  children  :  if  he  is  given  to  understand  that 
there  are  really  any  grounds  for  apprehension,  he  will  Ami  states 

message 

send  his  family  away.     He   looks  upon  you  as  a  Jj;]'^''''' ''® 
trusted  friend,  not  one  of  to-day  or  yesterday,  but  of  fm"" 

.      ,  .  /.  Muttival.i 

fifteen  years'  standing — a  period  during  which  you  Nayakkan. 
treated  one  aliother  as  if  you  were  of  the  same 
household,  the  one  participating  in  the  happiness 
and  the  sorrows  of  the  other.  If  you  can  positively 
assure  him  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  feared,  he  will 
keep  his  children  where  they  are ;  if  not,  he  will 
send  them  away  at  once,  he  himself  following  in  two 
or  three  days'  time.  He  desires  you,  if  you  think  it  Tiusasks 
necessary,  to  retain  this  Brahman  until  such  time  as  '""tio.. 

•/  '  regarding 

any  event   which    may   threaten   their  safety    may  oTwa,-!''''' 
occur,  and  then  send  him  back  with  information  as 

A 

to  what  has  taken  place."     J^kambara  Aiyan  said  all 
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OiiAP.      this  ill  the  presence  of  the  Brahman,  when  we  were 
xxm. 
—  *     standing  in  the  street. 

Diiuist  '  Thinking  within m\self  that  Muttiyalu  Nayakkan 

suspects  ail  .  ''  J  j 

t'lick'him.'  Wished  to  give  me  a  proof  of  his  astuteness,  I 
replied  after  some  consideration,  as  follows :  "I 
am  in  utter  ignorance  of  what  goes  on  here.  The 
Omniscient  One  who  created  me  may  know ;  but  no 
mortal  does.  You  may  ask  why  matters  of  this  kind 
are  kept  so  secret.     The  fact  is  that  the  Governor 

Pleads         does  not  divulge  them,  even  to  his  Council.     The 

secretive- 

Govenior      knowledgc  ot  them  is  confined  to  him,  to  the  paper  to 
r>?nonince"   wlilch  tlicy  are  committed,  and  to  the  pen  and  ink 

of  anything 

Iroin  'Oil  "^^^  which  he  writes  them ;  but  naught  else  can  have 
any  idea  as  to  them.  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  who  has 
just  arrived  as  the  commander  of  all  the  ships  here, 
may  have  been  made  acquainted  with  so  much  as 
it  may  be  necessary  for  him  to  know.  But  even 
he  has  no  knowledge  of  some  of  the  future  plans 
of  the  Governor,  who  if  he  knew  that  the  hat  on  his 
head  had  learnt  the  workings  of  his  brain,  would 
rend  it  into  a  hundred  fragments.  Such  being  the 
case,  who  can  know  what  he  purposes  to  do  ?    If  your 

Warns        arrival  is  known  to  anybody,  and  if  it  is  suspected 

messenger  .  ...  .  .      „ 

of  the  risks   that  your  mission  is  to  obtain   information   as   to 

wliirn  he  •/ 


whicli  he 
incurs 


what  takes  place  here,  you  will  be  involved  in  trouble 
from  which  none  can  save  you.  The  Governor  is 
advised  of  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  which  you  live 
as  distinctly  as  he  sees  his  own  face  in  a  looking-glass. 
His  knowledge  of  what  goes  on  in  a  place  without 
his  iurisdiction  being  so  thorough,  is  it  a  matter  for 
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surnrise   that  he    obtains    accurate    information  of     chap. 

XXIII. 

everything  occurring  here  ?  I  dare  say  that  your  1 —  ' 

1746 

arrival,  and  the  purpose  which  has  brought  you  here  suggests 

that  his 

have  already  been  communicated  to  him.     1  would  ajii^ai^ 
therefore    advise  you  to  betake    yourself   this  very  {"hatTe ''"'' 
instant  out  of  the  town."     The   Brahman  replied:  depai'. 
"  Is  it  so  ?  If  such  be  the  state  of  affairs  here,  I  shall  He  prom- 

lat^S  TO  ^0  flti 

depart  at  once.     I  will  convey  to  Muttiyalu  NSyak-  diadst'"*^ 

dismisses 

kan  all  that  you  have  been  pleased   to  tell  me.       I  i^""- 
concluded  by  saying  :    "  Do  so  please,  and  give  my 
compliments  to  him.     Communicate,  also,  my  hearty 
good  wishes  to  his  brothers." 

Having  in  this  polite  manner  sent  the  Brahman  conversa. 

°  ^  .  tion  with 

away,  I  asked  of   Ekambara  Aiyan,  who  stood  by  fj;:!,',"^-"'™ 
me,  his  opinion  of  the  message  sent  by  Muttiyalu  objeJt"^ 

messenger. 

Nayakkan.  He  proceeded  to  say  that  in  view  of  the 
information  which  the  man  was  able  to  give  as  to  the 
state  of  affairs  at  Fort  St.  David,  he  had  brought 
him  to  me,  in  order  that  I  might  be  made  acquainted 
with  them.  I  observed :  "  You  do  not  know  the 
artfulness  of  Muttiyalu  Nayakkan.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  authorities  at  Madras  m  sending  liim  to 
Fort  St.  David  V     Rangappa  Naj^akkan  is  not  expert  Diarist 

expresses 

in  secretly  procuring  political  intelligence.     On  the  f^^'lv^i^^'to" 


other  hand,   Muttiyalu  Nayakkan,  who  is   an  able  hiformation 
-J  .  I'll  1         ^'^^'  ''-"-I'sii- 

and  energetic   man,    having   long  been   a  resident 

here,     has    innumerable    friends,     can    easily    get 

accurate    information   of   what    goes    on,  and    can 

keep  his  employers  regularly  informed.     It  is  for 

this  reason  that  the  messenger  was  sent  here.     Did 
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I  not  guess  this  before  ?  True  to  my  conjecture,  he 
has  endeavoured  to  obtain  information  from  me." 
Ekambara  Aiyan  exclaimed :  "  I  comprehend.  I 
thought  that  all  his  statements  were  genuine.  You 
have  correccly  guessed  the  truth.  Muttiyalu  Najak- 
kan  is  no  doubt  cunning.  Detecting  his  object,  you 
have  given  him  a  fitting  reply."  I  replied:  "I 
only  spoke  the  truth."     He  then  went  home. 

Although  I  had  set  out  with  the  view  of  waiting 
on  the  Governor,  it  having  begun  to  rain,  I  changed 
my  purpose,  and  went  out  in  my  palanquin. 

Friday,  12{k  August  171^6, or Slst  Adi  of  Akshaya. 
— This  morning,  Chinna  Mudali,  the  brother  of 
Kanakaraya  Mudaii,  presented  himself  at  the  house  of 
the  Governor,  but  finding  that  he  was  still  suffering 
from  head-ache,  remained  outside  for  some  time,  and 
then  departed.  On  going  there,  I  too  heard  the 
same  news,  and  reached  home  at  noon. 

Tents,  spears,  ammunition,  shot,  ladders,  and 
all  other  articles  for  use  in  war  were  secretly  con- 
veyed on  board  the  Marie  (Jertrvde  during  the  night. 
Her  destination  is  not  yet  known.  The  military 
stores  shipped  are  such  as  would  be  required  for 
war  by  land,  and  not  for  a  sea  fight.  Hence  it  is 
surmised  that  a  battle  is  to  be  fought  on  shore. 
The  progress  of  events  will  show. 

This  day  at  3  in  the  afternoon,  M.  Paradis  set  out 
for  Karikal.  He  bade  farewell  to  no  one,  and  tra- 
velled in  his  palanquin  with  four  peons,  unknown  to 
any  one  else.     Karikal  Tiruvengada  Pillai  came  here, 


WHAT  QURUVAPPA  CHETTl  TOLD  DIARIST.  193 


and  told  me  that  M.  Paradis  was  to  go  by  land  as  far     chap. 

XXIII 

as  Porto  Novo,  and  there  take  boat  to  K^rikal.  —  ' 

1  ^A^ 

At  jioon,  when  I  was  bathing,  Guruvappa  Chetti  Guru7,.ppa 

Chetti  visits 

arrived    and   said:    "You  tell  me  no   news.     How  ^'J^^'-'st- 
is  this  ? "    On  my  asking  what  he   referred  to,   he 
replied :  "  I    have   heard  that  it  has  been   decided 
in  Council  to   appoint  you  chief  dubash."     "Who 
told  you  that?"    said    I.     Pie  answered:    "  Swfimi-  comer. 

•''  sat  ion 

nadhau,  the  son  of  Sadaiyappa  Mudali,  went  to  see  ,,p|oi','V-" 
the  clerks  at  M.  Cornet's   office  in  the  fort.     They  iatt"i°s 
asked  him  when  you  were   to  be    appointed   chief  ''"^"i^'i- 
dubash.     He    said    that   he  did   not  know.      They 
replied  that  even  if  he  did,  he  would  keep  the  news 
to  himself.     He  then  requested  them   to  tell  him 
what  they  had  learnt.    They  informed  him  that  when 
the  Council  sat,  four  days  ago,  the  Governor  asked  onruyappa 

"^  °  Chetti 

the  Councillors  to  confer  on  you  the  post  of  Com-  •;'f,;'J'f|^iJ"" 
pany's  courtier,  that  they  assented  to  the  proposal,  Xie'r^ 
and  signed  the  warrant  of  appointment,  and  that  the 
G  overnor  will  give  you  the  place  when  he  thinks  fit  • 
probably  next  Monday.  This  is  what  was  told  me 
by  Swaminadhan.  The  news  is  not  false ;  it  is 
absolutely  true.  So  certain  is  it,  that  even  the  day 
of  your  appointment — next  Monday — is  exactly 
known.  You  are  aware  of  it  yourself,  but,  of  course, 
you  keep  it  secret.  Do  this  if  you  likt^  but  it  will 
be  made  public  next  Monday."  I  observed  :  "If,  as  ijppi.vof 
you  say,  my  appointment  has  been  decided  upon  in 
Council,  would  the  Councillors  have  proceeded  to  ap- 
point me,  without  first  ascertaining  my  wishes  on  the 
25  VOL.  1 1  . 
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subject?"  He  replied:  "The  Governor  has  hitherto 
been  communicating  to  you  all  the  Company's  affairs. 
Did  he  ever  ask  your  consent  before  doing  so  ?  " 
I  remarked  that  that  was  a  different  case  from 
the  present.  On  this  he  assured  me  that  the  two 
were  similar,  and  consequently  that  the  Governor 
had  not  sought  my  assent  to  the  appointment,  and 
had  said  that  he  would  send  for  and  confer  the  post 
on  me.  I  said  that  more  accurate  information  with 
regard  to  this  matter  must  be  obtained. 

This  evening  at  6,  runners  brought  the  mail 
from  Mahe.  They  stated  that  they  had  made  the 
journey  in  twelve  days.  They  brought  the  intel- 
ligence that  a  sloop,  equipped  for  war,  had  sailed 
from  Mascareigne  in  search  of  the  seven  ships,  that 
she  fell  in  with  two  belonging  to  the  English,  bound 
for  Bombay,  and  engaging  them,  took  one—  the  other 
sailing  away,  and  escaping — that  the  booty  found 
in  the  prize  amounted  in  value  to  Rs.  80,000,  and 
that  the  sloop,  taking  her  in  tow,  had  brought 
her  to  Mahe. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  mail,  the  Governor  sent 
peons,  so  I  was  told,  to  summon  M.  Paradis,  but 
after  seeking  for  him  everywhere  they  returned, 
and  reported  that  he  had  left  the  town.  Can  it  be 
that  the  Governor  does  not  know  of  his  departure  ? 
It  is  hard  to  understand  this  manoeuvring. 

Saturdaf/,  13th  Aagiist  17 h6,  or  1st  Avani  of 
Akshaya,  Dwddas'u  Constellatiim  Tivumdirau — 
To-day,   Venkatachala  Pillai   told   me  that  he  had 
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received  a  letter    from  Kiimarappa  Mudali   of  the     Chap. 
Madras  warehouse  regarding  the  rate  at  which  the 
three  kinds  of  coarse  broad-cloth  specified  below  sold 
there  :  — 

Eoll.  Cost. 

Star  Pagodas. 

Orange  coloured  ...  1  ^^f 

Scarlet  '  lac '  coloured         ...  1  17 

Green  coloured  ...  1  16 

Total     ...     57 

The  term  fixed  for  payment  was  two  months. 

He  said  that  the  foregoing  was  the  rate  at  which  ™s^'.['« 
the  Company's   merchants    sold   the   goods   to    the  coiHpany's 
petty  bazaar  dealers  ;  but  that  the  price  at  which  they  I'^taii  tiuse. 
purchased  them  from  the   warehouse-keeper  at  the 
fort  had  not  been   communicated.     He   stated  that 
he  had  written  to  Bala  Muttu  Chetti,  as  he  was  the 
proper  person  to  give  this  information. 

The  yellow   and  blue  broad-cloths  are   sold   at  ,^i',|^',  ;'[,^.y 
Madras  by  the  Company's  merchants  to  the  petty  :mdbinr 
bazaar  dealers,  at  the  rate  of  16|  and  18  pagodas  a  ''"*'''• 
roll,  respectively ;  the  period  allowed  for  payment 
being  two  months.     I  have  asked  also  for  information 
as  to  how  these  goods  are  sold  to  the  former  at  the  fort. 

At  about  10  o'clock,  the  Governor  sent  for  me,  ^"ven.or 
and    asked    whether    I    had    lately    received    any  ''*"""• 
money.     I  replied  that  1  expected  some.     He  then 
inquired    reo-ardino;   the  case  of  the  Muhammadan  inquires 

AAA  alioutfhe 

who  was  stabbed  to  death  at  KTilAp^ttai.     I  said  :  ]l["{^^,\l 
"The   dead  body   was    dug   up    by   a   jackal,    and  '''**' 
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dragged  from  the  spot  where  it  had  been  buried. 
The  owner  of  the  land  on  which  the  corpse  lay 
exposed  in  this  fashion,  reported  the  matter  to  the 
village  watchman,  who  together  with  the  Company's 
peons,  examined  it,  and  gave  intimation  to  liazar,  at 
the  instance  of  whom  the  body  was  again  inspected 
and  reported  upon  by  the  Brahman  employed  at 
my  choultry.  But  nobody  seems  to  know  what  led 
to  the  murder,  and  who  the  offender  was.  Tliis 
information  has  not  yet  transpired."  He  then  asked 
why  M.  de  Lahaye  had  made  no  report  of  this  matter. 
I  said  that  I  did  not  know  the  reason.  He  then 
ordered  me  to  summon  M.  de  Lahaye.  I  accordingly 
instructed  the  mace-bearer  to  tell  him  to  attend, 
and  he  set  off  on  his  errand. 

The  Governor  then  turned  to  me  and  said : 
"  What  is  the  nature  of  Lazar's  disease  ?  "  I  replied  : 
"  I  do  not  exactly  know.  But  he  went  to  see  you 
yesterday."  He  exclaimed:  "I  saw  liim;  he  is 
very  sickly,  and  could  not  work  energetically  if 
appointed  to  any  public  office."  I  remained  silent. 
The  remark  made  by  the  Governor  seems  to  confirm 
the  statement  of  Guruvappa  Chetti  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  courtier  has  been  settled  by  the  Council, 
and  that  I  shall  be  given  it  on  Monday  next. 

The  Governor  then  questioned  me  regarding  the 
accounts  of  Seshfichala  Chetti.  I  replied  that  these, 
as  well  as  those  of  Venkataiyan,  had  both  been 
settled.  He  next  made  inquiries  regarding  certain 
matters,  and  I  gave  him  the  requisite  information. 
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after  which  I  said  to  liim  :  "The  Brahman  Nara-      Chap. 
saijan,  who  was   a  dependant  of  Venkataiyan,  and     ^  I_  ' 
who  has  been  in  confinement,  has  given  up  all   the  Diarist  ' 
documents  in  his  possession,  and  they   have  been  touching  a 

sr  '  J  certain 

placed  in  the  hands  of  the  arbitrators.     He    says  '"*"'' ^'"^' 
that  he  is  a  pauper,  and  that  no  good    can   result 
from  his  being  kept  under  restraint."     The  answer 
made  by  the  Governor  was:  "Send  for  Lakshmana  Governor 

gives  in- 

Nfiyakkan,  and  tell  him  so.    If  he  has  no  objection,  «ti«ttio"s. 
the  prisoner  may  be  set  at  large."     When  I  accord- 
ingly spoke  to   Lakshmana  IS  ayakkan,  he  replied  : 
"  He  will  in  future  be  of  no  use."     I  then  made  over 
charge  of  him  to    Narasaiyan,    remarking:    "You 
can  do  as  you  like  with  him."     The  Company's  peons  T'^^eimm 
subsequently  came,    and  informed   me  that  having  '■'^'''''''''^• 
been  authorized  by  Lakshmana  Nayakkan  to  release 
the  prisoner,  they  had  done  so. 

This  eveninp-  at  half-])ast  5,  the  wife  of  the  ?if-  . 
Governor  sent  for  me,  and  said  :  "  I  asked  Muttu-  dSd'"' 
rama  Chetti  why  the  money  due  to  the  Brahman s  of 
the  Madras  mint  had  not  been  paid  by  Sungu  Kama 
Chetti.  He  replied  that  this  would  be  attended  to 
after  the  settlement  of  accounts.  I  then  said  angrily 
to  him  that  the  Governor's  accountant  Ranga  Pillai, 
and  Aruiiachala  Chetti,  were  those  who  were  dissuad- 
ing him  from  making  the  payment,  and  threatened 
that  I  would  report  the  matter  to  my  husband.  I  told  s,,c;iks 
them  that  as  you  had  been  appointed  to  adjudicate 


to  liim 
reiriirdin;; 
a  ease 
referred  to 


on    the    dispute,    I    would  speak   to  you  about  it.  wmfm- 

*^  adjurticn- 

As  you  have  been  vested  with  authority  to  dispose  of  ''""• 
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the  matter,  do  not  listen  to  the  words  of  these  dogs, 
and  deliver  your  award  soon."  I  replied:  "  Madame; 
the  accountant  Ranga  Pillai,  and  Arunachala  Chetti, 
have  no  concern  in  this  matter.  I  am  the  person 
who  is  engaged  in  investigating  the  claim.  You 
must  have  been  misinformed.  If  you  make  proper 
inquiries  you  will  come  to  know  the  truth."  She 
exclaimed  :  "  You  do  not  know  what  has  actually 
taken  place,  Eangappa.  They  have  made  many 
groundless  complaints  to  the  Governor  against  you, 
also.     You  do  not  know  them." 

She  continued  :    "I  have  yet  another  communi- 
cation  to  make  to  you  ;  but  you  must  keep  it  to 
yourself."     My  answer  was  :    "Am  I  a  mad-man? 
I  never  divulge  anything  that  is  told  me  confiden- 
tially."     She  then  went   on   to  say:  "You  know 
that  Brahman,  Annapilrna  Aiyan.     He  has  offered 
to  pay  5,000  pagodas  to  the  Governor,  and  another 
1,500  to  me  if  he  is  appointed  as   the  Company's 
courtier.     How    can   he    furnish   the   money  ? "    I 
replied  :  "He  would  not  have  made  the  offer  unless 
he  was  promised  it  by  some  merchant  or  Muham- 
madan  in  the  interior."     She  observed :   "  But  he 
has  no  capacity  for  work.      He  is  not  a  particularly 
careful  man,  and  is  wanting  in  power  of  expressing 
himself.     He  is  skilled  in  prescribing  medicines,  but 
what  experience  has  he  in  matters  connected  with 
trade  and  commerce  ?     He  is  not  qualified  for  the 
situation.     On  the  other  hand,  you  have  had  a  train- 
ing under  us  from  your  youth.     If  it   is  bestowed 
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upon  you,  jou  will  discharge  the  duties  connected     Chap. 
with  it  efficiently.    The  Governor  himself  has  told  me       — 
that  even  Pedro  did  not  know  as  much  as  you  do. 
Although  he  is  rather  favourably  disposed  towards  Refers  to 
Lazar,  he  believes  that  the  man  cannot  cope  with  the 
work.     This  being  his  opinion  of  Lazar,  how  can  he 
encourage  any   expectations  in  that  Brahman  who 
can  never  hope  to  hold  his  own  ?     When  the  subject  fj^J^p|J^".|„ 
of  his  application  was  mooted  in  my  presence,  I  put  ti\t  oV"^ 

P  ■  o     ■       t         appointing 

an   end  to    further  talk  regarding  it,   tor  it  it  be  *];.':,,,j^,^,/ 
started  again  before  any  other  person,   the  matter 
would  reach  the  Governor's  ears,  and  who  knows  that 
he  may  not  be  tempted  by  the  alluring  offer  made  ? 
I  always  speak  favourably  of  you,  so  that  his  mind 
may  not  be  diverted  from  you.     We  are  Christians  ; 
and  Christians  do  not  break  promises.     I  suggested 
to  the   Governor  that  the  appointment    should  be 
conferred  upon  you.     I  also  gave  you  an  assurance  ;,Vaist1har 
that  I   would  endeavour  to    get   you  the   situation.  ll'.veiiVi- 
Would  I  therefore,  in  violation  of  my  promise,  speak 
on  behalf  of  another  ?     You  may  rest  assured  of  my 
being  faithful  to    it.      You   are  my  son;  and  the 
Governor  has  also  told  me  that  he  regarded  you  most 
certainly  as  his.''     I  then  exclaimed  :   "  Madame,  I   h.. 

</  I'xpi-pssi-s 

am  his  slave.  I  can  never  make  an  adequate  requital  }'',ne''^*'' 
for  all  his  favours  to  me.  I  can  hope  to  discharge 
my  obligations  to  him  only  when  he,  by  re-incarna- 
tion, is  born  to  me  as  my  son,  but  not  otherwise. 
This  is  my  firm  conviction.  How  can  I  otherwise 
recompense  his  kindness  to  me  ?" 
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Chap.  After   I  had  spoken  to  her  of  the  Governor  in 

XXIII 

—       this  complimentary  style  for  a  long  while,  she  again 
sh.  moil-      said:  "  I  have  not  mentioned  to  my  husband  either 

tions  her  '' 

nortSw'-"*   *^®   application   of    Lazar,    or  that   of  Annapftrna 
]u  IPO  111.1.    ^lyg^j^^   ]gg^  Yie  should  think   of  offering  the  office 

to  any  person  other  than  yourself.     The  prospect  of 

He lopii.s.    large  gains  may  tempt  him."     I  replied  :  "  If  there 

be  any  chance   of  }'ou  and  the    Governor  profiting 

largely  by  conferring  the  appointment  on  another,  it 

should  not  be  thrown  away.     As  for  myself,  what 

:i'nLc.=n<.      have  you  left  for  me  to  wish  ?     You  have  accorded 

tonppoini'.'   to  me  every  honour  that  could  be  desired,  and  all 

business  is  being    carried    on   through    me."     She 

exclaimed  :    "  Why  do  you  say  so  ?      If  you  speak 

like   that,  and  the  Governor  comes  to  hear  of   it, 

he    may   take  offence.     He  may  be    displeased  that 

.iceept  it.      jQ^  make   light    of   the   appointment,    when   he  is 

bent  upon  giving  it  to  you.     Do  not  mention  to  any 

other  person— as  you  have  just  told  me- — that  you 

do  not  care  for  it.     I  am  confiding  information  to 

you,   and  let  it  be  a  secret   between  you  and  me. 

And  says      I  liavo  to  conp'ratulate  you.     You  will,    t\dthin  the 

that  it  will  ^  '' 


nieiit 


him  to 


Lnfei""^  next  four  or  five  days,  be  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
hi'm."'^*'"      nor,     Company's    courtier.     You    may   take    leave, 

Eangappa."      I  then,  with  an  expression  of  thanks 

ot  her,  departed. 
Head  of  The  Governor  has  ordered  the  local  native  head  of 

o'^'^ioomuit    police  to  be  thrown  into  prison,  on  account  or  the 
?mnder.       murder  of  the  Muhammadan  on  the  road  to  K§la- 

pettai.     He  was  accordingly  imprisoned,   at  noon. 
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This  eveninof    at  6,   a  messenger   from   Naw^b     Chap. 

XXIII. 

Anwar-ud-din  Khan  brought  and  delivered  a  letter     '1 —  " 
from  him  to  the  Governor.     Malaiyappa  Mudali  and  Letter  to 

Governor 

Madananda  Pandit    interpreted  it.     It  ran  :  "  Your  ^:Xab.® 
men-of-war  are  reported  to  have  arrived  from  France. 
The    sowcars,    officials,    and    other    inhabitants    of 
Madras,   are   much  alarmed   at   the    appearance  of 
these  ships.     Please  order  the  officers  of  the    fleet  Requests 

^  orders  to 

not  to  afford  ground  for  such  apprehension."     The  /*;''^;f^|J^^°* 
Governor  directed  that  the  following    reply  should  Madras? 
be  sent :  "  No  harm  to  the   inhabitants   of  Madras  Rgpiy 
is    contemplated    b}-   the    ships    of    war.     On    the  Governor. 
contrary    they    have    come    there    to    punish    the 
enemies  of  its  people."     This  intelligence  was  com- 
municated to  me  b}-  Madananda  Pandit,  at  9.     He 
further  told  me  that  the  reply  had  been  written,  and 
would  be  despatched  on  the  morrow. 

At  8  this  evening,  Natti  Pattan  who  had  been  to  y^^.g 
Cuddalore  to  deliver  a  letter  on  palmyra  leaf  written  Nat"? ' 


Pattan 


to  Elaichiyappan  returned  with  a  reply.     He  com-  'S,.,o,.e. 
municated  the   following  intelligence.     During  the 
last  four  days,  Cuddalore  and  Fort  St.  David  have 
been  in  a  state  of  great  alarm.     Men  and  women  have  Aiami  iier 

"  and  at 

been    deserting   their    homes.      The    traders    have  lf\^^^- 
been  disposing  of  their  goods  at  low  prices.     Some 
have  deposited  their  wealth  in  the  fort  for  security, 
others  have  buried  their  treasure  underground,  whilst 
a  few  have  thrown  their  valuables  into  wells.     The  Me-jsures 
measures  to  which  people  resort  during  a  time  oi  »erme 

r       r  o  l)roperty 

tumult,  to  secure  person  and  property  have  all  been  *-'^'' 
26  VOL.  1 1 . 
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adopted.  When,  as  is  said  to  have  been  the  case, 
officials  and  men  of  rank  fled  duringr  the  night,  and 
took  refuge  in  Tiruvendipuram,  and  other  villages  in 
the  Nawab's  country,  it  is  needless  to  mention  what 
the  traders,  and  the  common  people  did.  Men  who 
are  wise  will  understand  the  rest.  As  I  said  before,  all 
the  inhabitants  have  betaken  themselves  from  Fort 
St.  David  and  Oiiddalore.  Last  night,  when  M. 
Paradis  reached  Tiruvendipuram,  the  people  who  had 
taken  refuge  there,  supposing  that  he  had  come  with 
an  army  to  attack  them,  fled  panic-stricken  to  Tirup- 
pappuliytir  ;  the  residents  of  the  last-mentioned  place 
also  took  fright,  and  they  and  the  new-comers  rushed 
into  Cuddalore  and  Fort  St.  David,  infecting  the 
few  who  remained  there  with  the  panic  which 
had  seized  them.  The  Europeans  rushed  to  arms, 
manned  the  guns,  and  were  in  a  state  of  the  wildest 
alarm  imaginable.  It  is  impossible  to  describe 
all  the  horrors  of  that  night.  If  the  confusion  and 
terror  which,  for  the  space  of  an  Indian  hour,  prevailed 
amongst  the  Europeans,  officials,  and  Tamilians  of 
Cuddalore  and  Fort  St.  David  were  to  be  adequately 
described  on  paper,  the  account  would  fill  100  pages. 
However,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  no  one  suffered  any 
harm.  When  the  morning  dawned,  the  confusion 
subsided,  and  peace  filled  the  hearts  of  every  one 
when  they  heard  that  M.  Paradis  had  gone  to  Kdrik^l. 
By  night,  the  people  betake  themselves  to  adjacent 
villages,  and  by  day  they  return  to  their  homes. 
The  J  have  hidden  all  their  property,  and  one  might 
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seek  in  vain  for  even  a  brass  vessel  used  for  domestic      chap. 

XXIII. 

purposes.      A  hundred   pages  would  not  suffice  to       — — 
describe  in  detail  all  that  has   occurred.     There  is 
no  need  to  write  more,  for  the  thoughtful  can  picture 
to  themselves  what  happens  during  a  time  of  unrest, 
when  every  mind  is  sorely  troubled. 

Sunday,    lUh    August    17 U6,   or   2nd    Avani  of  ^;",;'^';;j;;;„ 
Akshaya. —  This  evening,  the  Governor  sent  for  me,  ido'caUs' 

arrack. 

and  told  me  that  he  required  100  casks  *  of  arrack. 

I  repli(.d  :   "  There  is   no   time.     If    we  had  taken  ,',\;;t'''jjfg'g''| 

steps  earlier,  we  might  have  provided  ourselves  with  hunched 

at  once. 

any  quantity  that  was  required.  We  need  for  the 
preparation  of  the  liquor  spacious  accommodation, 
and  a  large  supply  of  jaggery. t  Is  arrack  an  article 
which  can  be  purchased  at  a  moment's  notice  ?  I 
have  received  news  that  Goa  arrack  is  available  in 
the  market  at  Cuddalore.  We  may  try  to  get  it." 
He  answered :  "  The  authorities  there  will  not 
authorize  the  sale  of  it  to  us.  We  must  have  it 
distilled  here." 

He  then  said  :   "  You  owe  a  sum   of   money  to  fovenior 

•/  bids  him 

the    Company.     Can  you   supply,   for   shipment   in  Sx^L 

'  satisfin'tion 

January  next,  200  bales  of   blue  cloth,  to  the  value  of  debt  to 

</  '  '  Company. 

of  the  amount  due?"  I  agreed  to  do  this.  He 
then  told  me  to  mak<?  out  a  list  of  the  goods  which 
I  could  furnish  by  the  month  of  October. 


*  In  lilt'  diary  the  word  "  legcr  "  is  used.  This  is  clearly  the  French 
word  "legre"  which  is  stated  in  an  old  French  book  on  arith met io  (18.38) 
to  refer  to  a  cask  (tonneau)  of  Colombo  arrack,  the  contents  of  wliicii  were 
580  litres  =  126-975  gallons. 

t  Coarse  treacly  sugar  made  from  Hio  sap  of  the  cane  and  tlial  of 
sundry  palms. 
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Mondnii,  15ih  Augud  17k-6,  ur  3rd  Avanl  of 
Akshaija. — I  went  to  M.  do  la  Touche,  and  said  to 
him  :  "  Fift}^  or  sixty  casks  of  Colombo  arrack  are 
available  at  Porto  Novo.  Kindly  write  a  letter  to 
M.  Astruc  asking  him  to  purchase  them.  Please 
also  tell  him  to  buy  500  or  600  blocks  of  jaggery, 
packed  in  palmyra-leaves — as  many  as  can  be 
procured."  He  promised  to  do  this,  and  asked  me 
whether  I  would  take  twenty  casks  which  he  had 
by  him.  I  inquired  how  he  would  sell  them. 
"  I  will  let  you  know  what  the  cost 
Allow  me  some   profit."     I    replied: 


He  replied  : 
to  me  was. 
''  Certainly. 


What    is    the    price?''     His   answer 


was  :  "I  paid  50  pagodas.  I  will  take  whatever 
profit  you  may  give  me  over  that  sum."  I  replied : 
"  I  do  not  require  any  for  myself.  I  will  pay  you 
the  full  amount  for  which  I  sell  to  the  Com- 
pany." On  this  he  said:  "  Very  well.  There  are 
at  Madras  about  fifty  casks  more  belonging  to  M. 
Vermont.  The  English  will  not  permit  their  being- 
taken  to  Pondichery.  I  shall,  however,  attempt  to 
procure  them.  I  will  also  endeavour  to  arrange  for 
the  purchase  of  as  many  more  as  may  be  available 
there.  Will  you,  without  fail,  take  the  twenty 
casks  which  are  with  me?"  1  exclaimed:  "Most 
assuredly.  The  o-oods  are  mine."  He  said  :  "  So 
be  it ;  "  and  1  took  leave  of  him.  I  then  returned, 
prepared  in  consultation  with  him  a  list  of  the 
articles  of  merchandise  to  be  supplied  to  the  Com- 
pany in  the  ensuing  months  of  October  and  January 
respectively,  and  then  went  home. 


ot  to 
of 
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Taeio^aii,    16lh    Anniist    17/^6,    or    Jffh     Avanl    of     Chap. 

'  •  '         XXITT 

J./i-.«/^rt//rj.- -Hearing  a  rumour  Aesterday  that  I  was      — 

to    be    appointed    as    chief    dubash,    Vira    Chetti,  inendsof 

Sankara  Aiyan,  and  other  intimate  friends  of  Chinna  ,')[,'.;;':;|),. 

Mudali,     after    deliberating    amongst    themselves,  di"'ii!st ''''''' 

is  to  be 

advised  him  in  these  words  :  "  Your  plan  of  keeping  ='i'po"ited. 
to  your  liouse  does  not  seem  wise.     Is   your  face  an  Btr: 

•^  him  II _. 

object  of  worship  like  to  Garuda  *  surmounted  by  ^^e^de" 
Vishiiu  ?  Is  it  right  that  you  should  hesitate  to  otiic'^f 
spend  some  money  ?  The  appointment  is  one  which 
has  been  hereditary  in  your  family.  It  was  when  he 
was  in  that  office  that  your  brother  obtained  his 
riches.  You  are  not  justified  in  giving  up  such  a 
lucrative  post.  If  you  retain  possession  of  it,  the 
village  which  the  Nawab  granted  to  your  brother  may 
be  continued  to  you.  If  not,  you  may  lose  it.  You 
will  also  be  deprived  of  the  emoluments  of  the  mint. 
You  will  lose  your  credit  in  the  matter  of  borrowing 
and  lendinsr,  and  in  all  business  transactions."     His  His  family 

D'  and  rela- 

wife,  brothers-in-law,  nephews,  and  other  relatives,  li'JLme. 
as  well  as  the  blind  broker  Nallatambi  Mudali,  also 
remonstrated  with  him. 

(^hinna  Mudali,  whose  ambition  was  excited  by 
these  entreaties  and  remonstrances,  wavered  some- 
what in  his  resolution  not  to  incur  any  preliminary 
expenditure  in  connection  with  the  vacancy.      Mak-   ii,.  tiien-. 

upon  visits 

ing  u})  his  mind,  therefore,  to   sacrifice  something,  '7sf' /,;;„;■  ^ 

and  seeks 
his 

*  The  vehicle  <>f  the  God    Vishnu.     Generally  depicted  as  something    I"""'•»'•'■• 

between  a  man  and  a  bird   and  considc  ed   the  sovereipn   of  the  i'eatliered 

race.     The   native  name  of   the  white  breasted  kite,  vviiicli  is  held  sacred, 

18  "  Ganida." 
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Chap. 
XXIII. 

174G. 


He  consents 
and  olTers 
sonii! 
ndvice. 


The  priests 
seek  the 
support  of 
Me. 
Dupleix. 


Who 

denies  all 
knowledge 
of  the 
matter. 


C'hinna 

JIudali 

determines 

10  Seek  the 

I'avoin' 

of  the 

Governor. 


he    went    to    the    senior  priest    of    the   church   of 
St.  Paul,  and  said  to  him  :    "It  is  understood  that 
Rangappan    will   be    offered   the    chief   dubashship. 
If  this    is   done,   the  effect    will    not    be    beneficial 
to  the   Christians.     The  Hindus  will  then  become 
the  influential  party.     You  must  take  some  interest 
in  this  matter,  and  make  an  effort  in  my  favour." 
The  priest  replied  :   ''  We  will,  most  assuredly,  exert 
ourselves  on  your   behalf.     But  do  not  remain  in- 
doors.     You  should,  day  and  night,  be  in  attendance 
at  the  Governor's  house."     In  accordance  with  this 
promise,  the  priests  repaired  to  Madame    Dupleix, 
and  addressed  her  thus  :     "Is  it  in   contemplation 
to    appoint    a  Hindu    to    be    courtier?     l^ou    have 
come     here    to    establish     Christianity.      Can     the 
post  be  given   in  your   days  to    a   n  on -Christian  ?  " 
After  they  had  spoken  at   much   length  against  my 
appointment,    Madame   Dupleix  replied :     "  I   have 
no  knowledge   of   this   affair.     I   will  speak  to   the 
Governor.     You  had  also  better  see  him  about  it." 
The  chief  priest,  through  a  catechist  of  the  church 
of  St.  Paul,  communicated  the  result  of  the  inter- 
view to  Chinna  Mudali,  who,  it  would   appear,   told 
him  that  he,   also,  would    see  the    Governor,    and 
settle  the  matter.     Armed  with  strong  recommend- 
ations, fully  determined  to  part  with  any  sum  that 
might  be  required  as  an  inducement,  and  with  his 
mind  made  up  to  wait  assiduously  on  the  Governor, 
he  set  forth  on  his  way  to  the  Governor's  residence. 
On  his  way  he  came  to  me  at  the  arecanut  storehouse 
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and  invited  me  to  o'o  with  him.     I,  however,  declined     chap. 

.  "^                                                                               XXIII. 
to  do  so,  telling  him  that  I  was  busy.     He  then  went      . ' 

on.     Madan^nda   Pandit,   seeing  that  he  was    now  Diarist  ' 

,-,.,,.  '  ,  .  T  refuse?  to 

nred  with  a  desire  to  get  the   appointment  and  was  f,?°°^'P^''"-^' 
prepai'ed  to   spend  money  on   that  account,   accom-  pamur"'^'^ 
panied  him  very  readily,  and  with  much  pleasure. 

After  an  interval  of  four  Indian   hours,  Chinna  His  Mends 

follow. 

Mudali's  bosom  friends  Yira  Chetti,  Salatu  Venkata- 
chala  Ghetti,  and  two  or  three  of  the  Company's 
merchants,  also  went  to  the  Governor's  house. 
They  all   remained  there  for  about    three  or  four  xhev   ii 

to  obtain 

Indian  hours,  and  returned  home  at  J  1 .     They  have  «i"cijence. 
not  been  able  to  speak  to  the  Governor. 

I    also    visited    the   Governor   to-day,  paid    my  Diarist 

visits  GoT- 

respects,  and  came  away  .  '''"'''■• 

Two  messengers  from  the  Nawab  arrived  to-day.  Emissaries 

of  the 

They  did  not  bring  an}'  letters  to  the  Governor.  ^^^"^ 
They  went  to  Chinna  Mudali,  and  told  him  that  MiXit 
they  had  been  sent  by  the  Xawab,  with  instructions 
to  keep  him  informed  of  everything  transpiring 
here  in  connection  with  the  war  which  has  been 
declared  between  the  French  and  English.  They 
are  now  always  hanging  about  the  town. 

WeJnesda,]/,  17th   August   17 h6,  or   6th  Avani  of  m. deir. 

Villobag:ue 

Ahhaya. — M.   de  la  Villebao-ue,  the  brother  of  M.  asks  .uarist 

*'  <n         ^  tor  iiiiorni^- 

de  la  Bourdonnais,  sent  for   me   to-da^',   and  asked  inTuwfiis^' 
for   a  statement    of    the    goods   ^vhich   were    being  J!V!"V'''^'' 
manufactured,  telling  me  that  he  required  some  for 
sale  on  the  Malabar  coast.     He  then  said  that  the 
goods  of  which  his  brother  had  furnished   me  with 


I  iiri  (1 
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Chap, 
XXIII. 

1746. 

Conver- 
sation 
rega^•(^in^: 
sroods 

ordererl  lor 
his    mthei'. 


M.  Paradis 

retui'ns 

from 

Karikal. 

Diarist 

ascertains 

liis 

movements 

whilst 

absent. 


Speculates 
as  to  object 
of  his 
journey. 


Conolniles 
thnt  it  had 
to  do  witli 
proposed 
attacli  on 
10n.L!,-lisl). 


a  list  must  be  completed  soon,  and  promised  to 
send  me  20,000  or  25,000  pagodas  on  the  morrow. 
I  then  remarked :  "  Your  brother  left  word  with 
you  very  long  ago.  Why  did  you  delay  so  much 
in  giving  the  order  ?  "  Upon  this  he  poured  forth  all 
the  sorrows  of  his  heart,  and  f  made  a  reply  of  some 
sort  to  him.     I  then  took  leave,  and  came  away. 

M.  Paradis,  who  set  out  on  Saturday  for  Karikal, 
returned   to   Pondichery  by    boat  this   morning,   at 
about    6    or    7.      Surprised  at  his    speedy   journey 
and  quick  return,  I  instituted  inquiries,  and  learned 
that  after  reaching  Karikal  he    breakfasted  there, 
went   on  board  the   ship    commanded  by  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais,  conversed  with  him,  slept  there  that 
night,  landed  next  morning  at  sunrise,   breakfasted 
at  Karikal,   and  started   thence  in  a   double    boat, 
reaching  Pondichery  at  6  this    morning.      When  I 
came  to  think  over  this   journey  of  M.  Paradis,   it 
occurred  to   me   that  he  was  entrusted  with  some 
message  to   deliver  to   M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  which 
either   could  not  be  convenientlj^  conveyed  in  writ- 
ing, or  which  it  was  feared  might,  if  so  commu- 
nicated,  be  intercepted  on   the   way.     Trusting   to 
time  to  reveal  the  truth  or  falsity  of  it,  I  will  hazard 
a  conjecture  as  to  the  nature  of  the  message  carried 
\yy  him.     It   appears   to  me  that   the    French   have 
decided  to  attack  either  Madras,  or  Fort  St.  David, 
It  seems  probable  that  as  soon  as  powder,  ball,  and  all 
other  munitions  of  war,  had  been  conveved  on  board 
the  Mdvle  dertnide  and  two  other  sloops,  M.  Paradis 


d'Auteuil 

have 

interviews 

nor. 

ist 
ordered. 
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was  sent  to  commimioate  to  M.  de  la  Boardounais      Chap. 

,      .  XXIII. 

the  time  of  departure  of  these  vessels,  as  well  as  their 

■  .  .  1746. 

destination;  and  to  intimate  to  him  at  the  same  time 
that  he  should  direct  his  fleet  to  proceed  to  the  same 
place. 

When  M.   Paradis  returned,  he  had  a  talk  with  ^kim'!''''" 
the  Governor.     After  he  had  gone  home,  the  Gover-  have 

inter 

nor  and  M.  d'Auteuil  were  closeted  together.     After  ^:^^^,^„ 
a  while,  the  former  sent  for  me,  and  asked  whether 
the  horses  were  ready.     I   replied  that  they  would  wuo 

•'  ^  "^  _  asks  diari 

be  at  an  J  time,   provided  that  three   hours'   notice  ^'^^""es**' 
was  given.     He  directed  me  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  Governor  and  M.  Paradis  Aud 

eonsiills 

went  to  the  beach,  and  had  a  long  talk.     The  Gov-  p^ll^H; 

ernor  then  sent  for  M.  Auger,  the  Superintendent  ''"■*'"■ 
of  the  Port  office,  and  directed  him  to  engage  for 

transport  purposes   all  the  boats,  coasters,  and  other  Direetiom 

niven  by 

craft,  lying  iu   the  port.     He   accordingly  boarded  J?;**,y,',?JJ°;; 
everything  of  this   class  in  the  roads,  in  order   to  serinms^ 
inspect  it.     M.    Paradis   had  previously  visited   the 
Company's   ships   and  sloops,  and  examined  them. 
The  Governor  and  he  continued  to  converse  on  the 
beach  until  the  evening.     After  they  had  departed, 
the  boatmen  were  all  impressed,  and  were,  during  the 
whole  of  the  night,  compelled  to  convey  to  the  boats  supplies, 
tents,  poles,  and  other  supplies;  together  with  ail  shipped. 
the  materials   and  stores  required   for  a  campaign  niarist 

i»ioi  T-iT  •        1      ^     surmises  a 

by  land,     buch  was  the  intelliffenco  communicated  land  attack 

^  O  on  Madras 

to  me.     I  surmise  from   this  that  a  land  attack  is  Dav?d!'*'' 
27  VOL.  II . 
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Chap,      meditated,    either  on   Madras,   or   Fort    St.   David. 

XXIII. 


1746. 


By  and  by,  the  matter  will  be  made  clear. 

This  day  at  half-past  9,  M.  de  la  Touche  visited 

me  at  my  arecanat  storehouse,  and  asked  if  I  would 

Renewed      reallv  take    the   twenty    casks   of   Colombo   arrack 

which  he  had  by  him.     I  replied  :  "  Why  do  you 


aiixietv  of 
M.  de  la 
Touelie 

his  bjirsaiii.  doubt  ?     I  will  give  you  a  note  saying  that  I  have 


Diarist 
reassures 


purchased  them  from  you,  and  you  had  better  also 
le^siues      f  Qj.jQig}^  jj^(3  with  one  stating  that  you  have  sold  them 

to  me."  On  this  he  said:  "Your  word  is  enouofh. 
1  hear  that  a  ship  laden  with  arrack  has  arrived  from 
Colombo.  If  the  Governor  takes  the  consignment, 
there  will  be  no  need  for  what  I  have.  It  was  in 
consequence  of  this  that  I  asked  this  question."  I 
conver-       replied :    "  Even  should  the   Governor  reiect  it,    I 

sation  ^  .  . 

ca?goor  ^^'ill  cause  it  to  be  kept  in  my  liquor  shop,  for 
Colombo."'"  retail  sale.  I  will  certainly  not  withdraw  from 
my  bargain  with  you.  Believe  me  implicitly  that 
I  am  as  honest  with  you,  as  you  are  with  me." 
Then,  after  talking  to  him  on  general  topics  for  a 
while,  I  bade  him  farewell. 
chinna  This  momiug,  Chinna  Mudali,  having  heard  that 

Mudali  A  *  •  1  ^-  p  ^ 

hearing        Annapuriia   Aiyan    was  aiso   an   applicant  tor    the 
Afyanis"'''   situatioii   of  chicf  dubash,   reviled   him   before    an 

candidate  -i  i  c  ^r\ 

for  office      assembly  or    100   persons,    m  a    most   intemperate 

abuses  hnii  j  r  ^  r 

lumiKv"  manner,  and  without  any  decency  whatever,  in  the 
following  words  :  "His  daughter  is  an  unchaste  girl. 
His  wife  is  a  lustful  woman,  who  has  in  her  amours  no 
scruple  as  to  caste  or  creed.  She  is  also  on  terms  of 
intimacy  with  Muhammadans  and  East  Indians.     He 
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owed  my  brother  about  80  or  90  pagodas,  but  declines     Chap. 
to  repay  the  amount,  on  the  ground  that,  as  a  set  off, 
he   treated   some   sick   members  of   the  family.     I 


1746. 


Remarks 

will  take  care  that  he  is  imprisoned."     Then  Krimasi  ofKHmasi 
Pandit,  addressing  Madananda  Pandit,  said  :  "Chinna 
Mudali  is  as  excited  as  he  is,  because  he  fears  that 
Annapurna  Aiyan  may  secure  the  appointment.     I 
suppose  that  he  will  calm  down  when  this  man  fails 
to   get  it.     I   will   tell  him   not  to   seek   the   post. 
I  do  not  know  who  gave  him  such  false  information." 
Madananda    Pandit    replied :     ''  Annapiirna     Aiyan  ^^^ll""^ 
told  me,  in  person,  that  he   had  secured  Rs.  10,000,  Pamiu. 
that    if   I    would   be   instrumental   in   obtaining  a 
further  sum  of  Rs.  0,000  from  TarwAdi,  he  would 
be  appointed   to  the    situation,  and    that  this    had 
been  settled  through  the   intervention  of  Madame 
Dupleix." 

The  foreo-oins:  account  of  what  occurred  in  Chinna 
Mudali' s  house  was  related  to  me  by  Krimasi  Pandit. 
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CHAPTKR  XXLV. 

FliOM  AUGUST  ISTii,  mo,  TO  AUGUST  to™,  1746. 

Force  of  sepoys  supplied  with  anniiunition-  Reported  that  they  embark 
next  morning — (iJovernor  directs  despatcli  of  a  letter  to  'Abd-ul- Jalil — 
Contents  of  this— Governor  asks  diarist  about  horses -He  replies  — 
Owners    of    two    ships    granted     safe-conducts — Eeniarks    regarding 
folly   of   Annap-arna  Aiyaii    in   seeking  chief  dubashship — Nai-ayana 
Pillai   and   Madame  Dupleix   blamed  for  this— Further  remarks  on 
Annapurna     Aiyan— Troop?,     etc.,    embarked— Muttu     Chetti     and 
another   inform   di^irist   of  intended   sale   of   condemned  stock — And 
propose  that  they  should  jointly  purchase  it — Reflections  of  diarist  on 
being  compelled  by  poverty  to  assent— Account  given  by  M.  Mathieu 
of  contents  of  letter  from  M.  de  la  Rourdonnais  to  Governor— Arrival 
of  fleet  at  Negapatam — What  took  place  between  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
and  the  authorities  there — The  State  reception  accorded  to  him — And 
the  final  settlement  of  French  claims — Departuie  thence  of  t be  fleet 
to  meet  the  English — As  M.  Mathieu  concludes,  they  are  informed  of 
report  of  capture    of  four    English    ships— News  rhnt  fleets  met — 
(lovernor  inquires  of  diarist  how  manufacture  of  arrack  progresses — 
Asks  what  son-iu-law  of  Husain  Sahib  saifl  regarding  certain  interest 
,1ue— Diaribt  calculates  this    -Governor  desires  him  to  bid  the  piirties 
bring  their  bonds— He  proceeds  to  do  so — Son-in-law  of  Husain  Sahib 
speaks  abusively  of  the   Governor — And   threatons   to   leave,  unless 
payment  in   full  made — Diplomatic  conduct-  of  diarist  with  regard  to 
the    Governor — Whom    he,  by    representation   of    poverty    of  Husain 
Sahib,  indue  s  to  jiay  interest  due — Compliment  x^aid  by  Asad  Sahib 
to  diarist —Amount  payable  finally   calculated — .\nd  bond   sent  with 
certain  persons   to   Governor's   house— Objection  taken  to    receiving 
payment  in  Pondichery    pagodas— Diarist    rebukes    objecto'-— Matter 
amicably  settled  — Governor  produces  amonn*-.  originjilly   calculated— 
But  on   error  being  pointed  out  piays  correct  amount — His  wrath    at 
proposal  to  deliver  bond  after  actual  payment— Diarist  obtains  and 
hands  it  over  to  Governor — Who   then  allows  the   money  to  be  re- 
moved— Cashier  sent  to  count  and  make  it  over  -Governor  continues 
in  an  a^igry  mood — Caehier  reports   that  payment   has  been  made — 
Drunken  officer  causes  guns  to  le  fired  — Creates  a  false  alarm,  and 
is    violent — Imprisoned  by  order  of  Governor— Varying  inferences  as 
to  why  guns  were  fired  — Governor  calls  on  diarist  to  supply  horses- 
French    fleet    sighted — Fourteen  horses  collected— Complaint  against 
diarist  of  improper  seizure  of  a  horse  — Diarist  explains  matters  to 
Governor— Who,    much   incensed   with  the    complainants,  bids  them 
depart — And  directs  return  of  mare  taken   from    a    Brahman— Futile 
attempts  to  recover  the  animal  — Diarist  sends  message  to  M.d'Auteuil 
requesting   release    of    it — Military    preparations    at    Pondicherj— 
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Krishnaiyau  fails  to  see  M.  d'Auteiiil — His  conversation  with  M.  do  Chap. 
Bnry— Who  refuses  to  return  the  mare,  on  the  plea  that  this  would  XXIV". 
be  contrary  to  orders— Diarist  repeats  his  request — JI.  de  Bury  if^^Q 
adherens  to  his  decision — Kiimasi  Pandit  visits  diarist — And  informs 
him  of  order  of  Governor  to  arrest  interpreter  of  Madame  Dupleix — 
And  that  this  was  subsequently  cancelled — Governor  speaks  to  diarist 
regardinLc  case  of  Sug-a  Sing — Governor  takes  Krimasi  Pandit  to  task 
for  not  attending  when  summoned — He  offers  explanation — Governor, 
being  exasperated,  seizes  a  cane  to  beat  him,  but  he  evades  hica — 
Governor,  taking  him  unawares,  kicks,  and  drives  him  out  —Fleet  of 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  arrives— Being  ill,  he  comes  ashore— Taken  to 
Governor's  house — Arrangements  for  his  reception  there — Posting  of 
special  guards — He  visits  the  Governor— Confers  with  him  and 
M.  Paradis — Relates  particulars  of  his  recent  cruise— Proceeds  to 
M.  Desjardins'  house,  and  remains  there —Closing  of  all  the  main 
gates,  with  the  exception  of  wicket  in  one — Letters  with  those  passing 
through  this  examined — Nothing  inculpatory  being  found,  gates 
reopened—  Diarist  believes  object  of  action  taken  to  be  seizure  of 
clandestine  letters  to  English — Infers  that  interpreter  of  Madame 
Dupleix  must  be  person  suspected — Firing  of  salutes  on  eve  of  King's 
birthday — Salutes  on  the  day  itself— Drinking  of  King's  health  by 
Governor  and  guests — Terror  caused  by  liring  of  heavy  guns — M.  de  la 
Villebague  receives  list  of  goods  ordered  from  diarist-  Council  dis- 
cusses plans  of  attack  on  Madras — Performance  of  vernacular  tide  in 
honour  of  diarist. 


Thursday,   18th    August    17li-6,    or   6th   Avani    of  Poroeof 

•^  '  ■  sepoys 

Akshayfi. — To-day  200  sepoys  of  the  force  from  3|,'^'J„ 
Mahe  were  marclied  in  military  order  into  the  fort, 
and  ten  rounds  of  ammunition  were  distributed 
to  each  man.  At  4  this  afternoon,  a  few  more 
sepoys  were  furnished  with  powder  and  ball.  The 
number  of  men  who  were  so  provided,  both  in 
the  morning,  and  in  the  evening,  would  be  about  350. 
It   is    reported  that  they  will   embark,   to-morrow  Rpportcd 

^  •'.  ■      .  .  that  they 

morning,  on  board  the  ship  and  sloops  lying  in   the  ""^J"''^ 
I'oadstead ;    but  it    appears    to    me    that    they   will 
march  by  land. 

At  noon  this  day,  the  Governor  directed  Mada- 
uanda  Pandit  to  write  a  letter  to  'Abd-ul-Jalil,  in 


morning. 
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1740. 

Oovcriior 

(lirccls 

(Icspatcli 

of  k'ttoi-t" 

'Ahil-xil- 

.Tiilil. 

Coiileiits 
or  tliis. 


Oovenior 
asks  (li:irist 
about 
horses, 
lie  n-Jilii'S. 


Owners 
of  two 
ships  apply 
for  safc- 
eoiuliiets. 


Tliesi! 

Srantf'd 

under 

certain 

ponrtitions. 


these  tei-ms  :  "  AYe  hear  that  the  bullocks  intended 
for  the  use  of  the  Company  are  employed  by  the 
people  of  your  country,  to  plough  their  lands.  We 
pass  this  over  on  this  occasion,  because  you  are  our 
friend.  Issue  such  orders  to  your  subjects,  that 
the  like  may  not  occur  again."  The  despatch  of  this 
letter  was  in  consequence  of  a  complaint  made  by 
Parasurama  Pillai. 

Friday,     19th    Aiignd    17 h6,    or    7th    Avani    of 
Ahsha'ja. — ^When   I   went  to   see  the   Grovernor,   he 
asked  me  if  the  horses  were  ready.     I  replied  that  I 
would  send  for  them  whenever  they  were  wanted.     I 
afterwards   informed  him   that  a  safe-conduct  had 
been  requested  for  a  ship,  the  property  of  Mamrez 
Khan  of  Mylapore,and  for  another  belonging  to  Miran 
Marakkayan  of   Porto    Novo,   both   of  them   being 
bound  for  Tenasserim  and  Queda.     The   Governor 
said   that    the    owners    must    execute    a    deed    in 
writing,  binding  themselves  not  to  carry  any  goods 
belonging    to  the    English.     I   replied   that    I  had 
already  obtained  from  them  the  requisite  documents, 
duly  written,  signed,  and  sealed.     He  then  directed 
M.    Minos,    the    Secretary,    to   issue    the    passes. 
M.  Minos  took  me  to  his  room,  and  having  ascer- 
tained from  m(^  the  names  of  the  ships,  and  other 
particulars,   informed  me  that  he   would  issue  tlie 
papers    the   next   day,   or   on   that  following.     On 
this  I  sent  away  the  men  who  came  for  the  safe- 
conducts,  telling  them  to  call  the  next  day,  or  the 
day  after. 


ANNAFUBNA  AIYAN,  AND  TEE  CHIEF  DVBASHSHIF.      £15 


As  regards  AmiapArna  Aiyan,  \yho  seeks  the  ap-      ^h^^- 


XXIV. 

pointment  of  chief  dubash,  he  seems  to  think  that  — - 
holding  the  office  means  merely  the  piling  up  of  ^^^^^^^ 
pagodas  in  his  coffers.      He  is  unwise  to  bid  tor  this  Aml.punui 

.  Aiyaii  in 

situation  in  the  way  that  he  does,  unless  he  is  con-  «'^ki"K 
fident  that  he  has  capacity  sufficient  to  discharge  the  shi,"*  ' 
duties  attaching  to  it.     This  is  the  general  opinion. 
Some  men  have  set  him   up  in   order   to  make  him 
a  laughing-stock.     But  Narayaiia  Pillai,  who  brought 
him   to   Madame  Dupleix,  and    the   lady   herself —  Naia.van» 

.  J  1  C      1  I'lllai  and 

who    opined  that  he   was  a  person  worthy   oi    ner  Me.Dupieix 

support — are  mainly  to  blame.     However,  the  stand-  fo>ti"«- 

ard  of    morality    here    is    such.       The    protection 

of  God  alone  must  be  looked  for.     AnnapCirna  Aiyan 

has  not    yet  given  up    hope.       He  is  still    making  i.'uitiui- 

.,.        ,  pT  -,-,.  remarks  on 

efforts,  and  will,  in  spite  of  the  ridicule  or  the  public,  Jpw™^ 
continue  to  do  so  until  the  appointment  is  bestowed 
upon  another.  His  imprudence  seems  to  be  un- 
exampled. But  every  man  when  tempted  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  moment,  at  times  loses  his  senses 
in  one  way  or  another.  Just  now,  his  name  has 
attracted  people's  attention. 

Sixty    soldiers    were    put    on    board    the    Marie    pioops, 
Gertrude  at  midniorht,  as  were  ladders,  tents,  ropes,  .n.hMrkoa 

O        '  '  A  on  Mane 

and  other  warlike  stores.     Provisions  were  also  takt^n  ''"•''•"'''^• 
ill.      Sheep,  bullocks,  pign,  fowls,  bread,  and  liquors^ 
were  shipped  ;  and  th(^  guards  on  the  beach  said  that 
there  was  nothing  more  to  be  (mibarked. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day,  Muttu  Clietti  and 
Arundchala    Chetti   visited    me,    and   said  :     '*  The 


?i6 
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Muttu 

Clietli  atul 
iinollicr 
iiilDnu 
(linrist  of 
intended 
3ale  of 
eoiidemucd 
stock. 

And 
propose 
that  they 
should 
jointly 
purchase  it. 


Rellections 
of  diarist 
on  l>ein^ 
compelled 
by  poverty 
to  assent. 


The  account 
given  V)y 
M.  Mathieu 
of  contents 
of  letter 
from 
M.  de  la 
Bonrdon- 
nais  to 
Governor. 


Arrival  of 
fleet  at 
^ega- 
patam. 


Governor  has    ordered    M.    Cornet    to    dispose    of 
broad-clotli  to  all    persons   appljdng  for  it,  and    to 
sell   by  auction  such  as  may  be  damp,   or  injured 
by  insects.      To  prevent  the  material  passing   into 
the   hands   of   others,  we  will,  in   conjunction  with 
Irusappa  Muttu  Chetti,  take  the  whole  lot,  and  not 
allow  others  access  to  M.  Cornet."    Being  of  opinion 
that  I   ought  not  to  say    much  on  this   matter,   1 
replied  :    ''  What  you  suggest  is  wise.     To-morrow 
being  inauspicious,  on  account  of  Chaturti,  we  will 
draw  up  the  necessary  agreement  on  Panchami  which 
is   the  day  after."      But  overwhelmed  by  the  idea 
that  on  account  of  my  impecunious  circumstances, 
the  rough-skinned  toads   were  beginning  to  hunt,  I 
thought  of  God,  and  felt  yexed  within  myself  that  I 
should  have  been  reduced  to  such  a  pHght. 

SatiiTdofj,  20th  August  17^.6,  or  8th  Avani  of  Ak- 
i^ltaija. — I  went  to  the  Governor's  house  at  8  this 
morning,  and  having  saluted  him,  took  my  seat  in 
the  hall,  when  M.  Mathieu,  the  Governor's  [head 
accountant],  called  me,  and  asked  whether  I  knew 
the  contents  of  the  letter  from  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
received  on  the  previous  evening  by  the  Governor. 
I  desired  him  to  inform  me  what  these  were.  He, 
thereupon,  said  as  follows  :  — 

"M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  arrived  with  his  fleet,  and 
anchored  at  Negapatam.  Immediately  afterwards, 
the  Governor  of  the  town  despatched  his  Councillors 
to  confer  with  him.      They  accordingly  boarded  the 


ation  of 
Couiicillors 
lemoii- 

stnitps 

spizure  of 
Dutcli 


Boiu'ilon- 
iiiiis 

"winij:  to 
imic'liase 
of  French 
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French  Admiral's  ship,  and  proceeded  to  remonstrate      Chap 
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with  him    on  having  seized,  as  they  were  passing     ' 

Pondichery,  a  sloop  and  a  three  masted  craft  belong- 

ino-  to  the  Dutch  which  were  coming  from  Surat.  »??«' 

They   said   that    they   were   not   aware   of   having 

infringed  any  international  law.     M.  de  la  l^ouraon-  ';^^^^i 

nais  asked  them  how  they  came  to  purchase  from  the  s^S 

English,  whom  they   knew    to  be  at  war  with  his 

nation,  the  Manilla  ship,  and  another  captured  at 

Mergui  from  the  French,  and  he  threatened  them  ^'j'";[f,;"f 

with  the  seizure  of  every  sea-going  vessel  belonging 

to  them,  wherever  found.     The  Councillors  returned 

in  their  boat  to  the  shore,   and  communicated  the  EllghsiT' 

result    of    the   conference    to    the    Governor.     He 

immediately  held  a  Council,  and  it  was  decided  that 

the  Deputy  Governor,  and  the  Councillors  should  go 

off  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais'  ship  and  invite  him  to  Piepma- 

tioiis  lor 

land.  It  was  next  ordered  that  Negapatam  should  i'/i.'^^'i'/.f, 
be  profusely  decorated  ;  that  the  streets  should  be 
watered,  and  adorned  with  plantain  trees,  and  that 
triumphal  arches  should  be  erected  ;  that  white 
cloths,  to  walk  upon,  should  be  spread  on  the 
ground,  that  the  guns  on  the  fortifications,  and  on 
the  beach,  should  be  loaded,  and  that  a  guard  of 
honour  should  be  formed  of  Europeans,  merchants, 
officers,  soldiers,  Bast  Indians,  Carnatic  sepoys,  and 
others,  dressed  in  their  best.  With  this  escort, 
and  with  flourishes  of  trumpets,  drums,  etc.,  the 
Governor    proceeded   to    the    beach,    to    await  the  G,.ve  „or 

1     rocn  (Is  to 

arrival  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais.  theb.ach. 
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Chap.  Ill  the  meantime,  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Nega- 
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—  *     patam  and  the  Councillors  embarked  in  a  boat,  went 
The      '      on  board  the  ship  in  which  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was, 

coiuiliM- 

*"'■>■  and  addressed  him  in  these  words  :    '  You  are  an^ry 

mi';iSLires  "    •' 

\r(Uu-l°       with    us,   because   we    purchased    those   two   ships. 

M.  (ie  la  ^         .  ... 

Bounio.i-      'We  (\[(l  not  see  any  harm  in  the  transaction,  tor  it 

nais to  land. 

was  a  regular  sale.  We  however  were  in  fault  in 
one  point — in  that  we  bought  the  ships,  knowing 
that  they  were  yours,  and  being  aware  also  that 
there  was  war  between  jou,  and  the  English.  We 
did  not  sufficiently  recognize  this  at  the  time.  We 
entreat  you  to  overlook  our  fault.  We  undertake 
And  to        to  pay  you  from  our  treasury,  within  fifteen  days, 

refriiin  from 

c.irrvin^      j^^q  amouut  wlilch  you  claim  as  the  value  of  your 

out  Ins  •/  "^ 

threats.  g]^|pg  Forglvo  US  uow,  and  condescend  to  visit  our 
town,  and  partake  of  the  banquet  prepared  for  you. 
We  beg  that  you  will  issue  orders  that  none  of  our 
ships,  wherever  they  may  be  found,  are  to  be 
molested  by  the  French.  Our  Governor  is  burning 
with  desire  to  see  you,  and  is  waiting  for  you 
on  the  beach.  Deign  to  come.'  In  such  terras  as 
these,  they  entreated  him  to  visit  Negapatam.  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais,  being  thus  importuned,  was 
appeased,  and  having  directed  the  ship's  officers  to 
maintain  a  strict  watch  during  his  absence,  entered, 

La.Kiinir      with  liis  retiuue,  a  boat,  and  landed  with  o-reat  pomp. 

in  state  ami  '  '  o  r  JT 

mJiTbAMhe  The  guns  on  the  fort  walls,  as  well  as  those  on  the 
ships,  then  fired  a  salute.  The  Governor  met  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais  on  the  beach,  and  conducted  him 
in  state  along  the  carpeted,  way  to  the  fort.     M.  de 


FLEEf  LEAVES  NEGAPATAM  TO  MEET  THE  ENGLISH.     2l9 


to  lutet  the 
English, 


la  Bourdonnais  was  entertained  at  a  grand  banquet.      Chap. 
The  Governor  executed  to  his  guest  a  deed  binding      — -* 
himself  to  uay  the  value  of  the  ships  within  fifteen  Fmai  set- 
days,  and  obtained  from  him  a  general  safe-conduct,  ^^^^^^ 
to  protect  the  Dutch  shipping  from  molestation  by 
the  French.     Whilst  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  still 
at  table,  news  was  brought  to  him  that  five  English 
men-of-war  were  in  sight,  to  the   southward.     He  ucpaitme 

_  ol  the  lleet 

hastily  took  his  departure,  and  accompanied  by  the 
Governor  and  all  his  men,  proceeded  to  the  beach  ; 
where,  after  bidding  farewell  to  his  host,  he  stepped 
into  the  boat  in  which  he  had  come  ashore.  The 
Governor  watched  its  progress  until  it  had  con- 
veyed M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  on  board.  He  then 
left  the  beach,  and  returned  to  the  fort.  By  2 
o'clock,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  had  reached  his  ship, 
and  cleared  for  action. 

From  the  time  that  the  French  Admiral  started 
to  come  ashore,  until  about  two  Indian  houra  after 
he  returned  to  his  ship,  the  booming  of  the  guns  was 
incessant.  The  number  of  rounds  fired  was  beyond 
calculation.  These  were  the  events  of  5th  Avaui 
[17th  August]. 

At  sunrise  the  next  day,  that  is,  Thursday, 
Gth  Avani  [18th  August],  the  fleet  of  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  set  sail.  Before,  however  starting  to 
attack  the  enemy,  he  sent  a  catamaran  to  convey 
a  despatch  to  Pondichery,  which  arrived  on  the 
evening  of  Friday,  7th  Avani  [19th  August]." 

Such    was    the   information    given    me    by    J\l. 
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Chap.      Mathieu,    the    Governor's   accountant.     Just  tlieu, 
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—       Vasudeva  Pandit  arrived  and  said  that  a  report  was 
AsM.    *     current  in  the  town  that  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  had 

Miitlik'u 
roucluiles 
they  art' 

r.-poi't' oi  "^  Sawkt/j,  Slst   August  17lfG,  or  9th  Acanl  of  Ak' 


captured  four  English  ships. 


capture 
of  four 

news.     Certain  Enoflish    men-of-war   were   sig^hted 


""'^"'"         skai/a.^At   10  this   morning,  I  heard   the  following 


A. 


News  tliat 
the 
fleets  niet. 


Governor 


by  the  French  on  Wednesday,  4th*  Avani  [17th 
August].  Night  being  at  hand,  they  waited  for  the 
morning  to  engnge  the  enemy.  When  the  day 
dawned,  however,  no  English  ships  were  tc  be  seen. 
The  French  cruised  about  until  they  fell  in  with 
the  enemy.  This,  as  told  me  by  M.  Mathieu,  the 
Governor's  head  accountant,  was  the  news  so  far 
received  by  the  Governor. 
sencfsfoT  To-day  at  10,  the  Governor  summoned  me,  and 

diarist  and  itt  iii  i*i  ii 

inquires  asis;ed  what  progress  had  been  made  witli  regard  to  the 
arrack  °^  arrack.  I  replied  :  "  The  distillation  goes  on  apace. 
We  have  not  enough  of  jaggery  here.  1  have  conse- 
quently written  to  Cuddalore,  and  will  obtain  a 
supply  from  there.  I  am  only  telling  you  this  by 
way  of  information."  He  thereupon  said  :  "  Is  it 
not  procurable  here?"  I  replied:  "No.  I  have 
sent  an  indent  for  it  to  Cuddalore  and  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  and  will  get  the  required  quantity." 
so'f.in'-hlw  He  then    said  :    "  What  has    the   son-in-law    of 

s.iiiil!«iiii    Husain  Sahib  told  you    about   the  interest  payable 

rfgirdiiifr  .  •      •  »/  a     « 

tiiterest       ou  tlio    mouoy    borrowed  from   the    latter?"     My 

due. 


*  Sic  in  original  ;  5th  is  t)ie  correct  date. 
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answer  was  :    "  He    stated    tliat  Hiisain   Sahib,    to      Chap. 

*  XXIV 

whom  he  had  written,  had  refused,  on  the  ground  that  —  ' 
he  had  incurred  very  heavj'  losses  at  ValikonclA- 
puram,  to  consent  to  the  reduction  or  relinquishment 
of  it."  The  Governor  replied  :  "  In  that  case,  let 
them  return  my  promissory  note,  and  receive  the 
pagodas  due  to  them."  I  said  :  "  Very  good," 
and  had  gone  as  far  as  the  gate,  when  he  again  sent 
for  me,   and  said  :   "  Take   up  that  piece   of  paper  Dianst 

^  ^  ^     ^  calculates 

and  calculate  the  interest  on  10,000  pagodas  at  the  ^''• 
rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  13th  October 
1742."  I  answered  :  "  The  period,  up  to  date,  is 
three  years,  ten  months,  and  ten  days,  and  the  interest 
comes  to  3,088  pagodas,  21  fanams,  and  21  cash." 
On  this  he  said  :  "The  principal  and  interest,  then, 
amount  to  13,088  pagodas,  21  fanams,  and  21  cash.  Govmior 

.  desires  liim 

(jro  to  those  men,  look  up  their  accounts,  and  tell  them  \?,rti'^s**"^ 
to  send  one  of  their  people  hither  with  my  bond."       bon!!.^^""^ 
AYhen,    in   accordance    with    these  instructions,  He  pro. 

T  •         1  T  •        ^  r     ^  ceecls  to 

I  repaired   to   the  son-m-law   of  Husain  Sahib,    he  ^'^''°- 
burst  out  in  a  fury,  on  account  of  my  having  once 
before    deputed    JVladananda  Pandit    to    treat   with 
him  in  connection  with  the  reduction   of  interest, 
and    reviled  the  Governor  in  the  following  terms  :  .sor,-i„.inw 

Your     Governor     misappropriates    the    property  f;J;'^^ 
of    others.     Is   this    money    also    to    be  dealt    with  fcrnor.''' 
like  that  of  Suga  Sing,  and  Kazim  Xhfni  ?     Ilusain 
Sahib  is  a  man  who  would  risk  a  lakh  of  pagodas  in 
the  hope  of  getting  a   profit  of  a  single  cash.     Who 
is  this  Madananda  Pandit?     He  was  a  man  in  the 
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Chap,     employ  of  our  servant  Ratiiaii  Pandit  on  a  salary 
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ni6. 


of  four  rupees.     Is   he  the  proper  person,  to   send 

to  us  ?     Am  I  to  be  considered  on  a  par  with  that 

low  fellow  ?     I  communicated  this  to  Husain  Sahib, 

A,„i  and    he  has     instructed    me  to    return,     unless  the 

toiVave'     principal  and  interest  are  paid  in  full."     He  babbled 

unless  r  r  l 

KiTis      Oil  ill  this  style,  as  an  ill-bred  man  would  do,  said 
""  "^'         that  unless  the  amount  was  paid  in  full,  he  would 
go    away,    and  remarked  in  conclusion  that  I  was 
the  son  of  Husain  Sahib,  as  well  as  he. 

Beino"  convinced  that  even  one  word  of  what  the 
son-in-law  of  Ilusain  Sahib  had  said  would  create 
a  serious  disturbance  between  him  and  the  Governor, 
believing  that  I  might  afterwards  be  accused  of 
want  of  diplomacy  if  I  did  not  settle  the  business 
amicably — Ilusain  Sahib  being  a  man  of  conse- 
quence — ,  and  considering  that  although  the  latter 
uipioniatic    was  hardly   of  any  service  to  the  Company,  I  ought 

conduct 

withre-ard  ^^^  ^^  ^^®  iustrumental   in  bringing  about  a  rupture 
to^^^over.      ^^  ^1^^  long- subsisting  friendship  between   them,  I 

returned  to  the  Governor,  and  said  as  follows  : 
"Husain  Sahib  very  much  regrets  that  in  his  present 
circumstances  he  is  unable  to  oblige  you,  for  his 
lands  at  Valikondapuram  have  entailed  on  him  much 
loss,  and  he  is  being  put  to  great  expense  on  that 
account.  AYas  it  not  so,  this  not  being  such  an 
important  matter  to  him,  or  to  you,  he  would  gladly 
meet  your  wishes.  He  is  said  to  have  written  a 
letter  to  the  foregoing  effect  to  A  sad  Sahib  who  has, 
with  sorrow,  communicated  the  same  to  me."     For 
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eight   days,   I    made    a  point   of    impressing  daily      Chap. 
on  the  Grovernor  the   miserable  condition  of  ilusain      — 
Sahib's    treasury,  in  view  to   make    him   regard  the  whom  he, 

by  ii'iiiv- 

payment    of   interest  with    equanimity.     This    was  ^;;,'y,:l.Vy"  °^ 
like  makinof  up  a  heavy  load  with  small  quantities  of  SMhiil!"'" 
cotton.     At  length  he   exclaimed:    "Since  Husain  |"t',!,'4t 
Sahib,  also,  is  in  an  impecunious  condition,  wlnt  is 
the  use  of  troubling  him  ?     I    will  pay  the  interest 
due.     Tell  him  to  bring  the  promissory  note." 

Upon  this  I  went   to  Asad  Sahib,  nnd  told  him  tompii- 

1  •      •  iiH'tiiary 

that    the    Governor    had   expressed  his  willingness  asLT"^'*'^' 
to  liquidate  the    debt    with  interest,    and  that    he  ii'eMiin-' 

^  this. 

desired  hira  to  send  some  persons  to  bring  the  bond, 
and  receive  the  money.  He  then  began  to  compli- 
ment me  saying  :  "  This  is  why  I  sought  your  help 
to  obtain  an  adjustment.  You  take  a  real  interest 
iu  Husain  Sahib's  property."  1  replied  to  him  with 
four  times  the  courtesy  that  he  had  displayed,  re- 
marking that  as  I  was  his  servant  his  compliments  Amount 

]i:i.v;il)'e 

were  unnecessary,  and  added  :  "  Please  calculate  the  "au'lliated. 
interest  due."  He  at  first  took  a  wrong  date,  which 
caused  a  delay  of  two  Indian  hours.  He  then  dis- 
covered the  correct  one,  from  which  it  ap[)eared 
that  the  period  actually  covered  by  the  transaction 
was  three  years  and  ten  months.  The  interest  pay- 
able on  J  0,000  pagodas  was  consequently  reckoned 
to  be  pagodas  3,0t)6,  and  fanams  IG.  He  despatched 
a  messenger  to  Tarwadi,  the  agent  of  Bukkanji, 
asking  him  to  come,  but  the  latter  sent  the  Komutti 
employed   under   him.     Asad   Sahib   then  went   to 
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Chap.      Muhammad   'AH,  an  inmate  of  Bade  Sahib's  house, 

XXIV  ' 

- '     tohl  hitn  not  less  than  four  times  what  the  amount 

And  i.o,i<"i     recoverable  was,  hnnded  to  him  the  promissory  note 

sent  with  iiiz-i  i  i-  j     c 

ceitMin        executed  by  the  (xovernor,  and  sent  him  and  tour  or 

jHTSoas  to  •/ 

housl'."""    five  others,  with  me.     In  the  meanwhile,  Madananda 

objection 
taken  to 
receivinir 


taken  to"     Pandit  was  summoned,  and  directed  to  examine  the 

receivinir 

pomii-"''"  accounts.  Asad  Sahib  then  objected  to  L'ondichery 
pa^'ljl^ias.  crescent  pagodas  being  taken  in  lieu  of  Madras  star 
pagodas,  as  the  latter  were  of  higher  value,  and 
stated  that  they  had  paid  in  star  pagodas.  I  then 
pointed  out  that  when  the  bond  was  originally 
drawn  up,  this  point  had  been  raised,  and  that  it 
was  expressly  mentioned  in  it  that  the  money  would 
be  repaid  in  Pondichery  crescent  pagodas.  I  asked, 
rather  sharply,  how  he  dared  to  say  that  the  Pondi- 
chery pagodas  were  below  eight  touches  in  fineness. 
Some  hot  words  then  passed  between  us,  and  1 
Diarist        exclaimed:  "  If  you  talk  like  this,  the  consequences 

reliiikes  " 

objector.  ^^u  i^g  serious.  On  a  previous  occasion,  also,  you 
spoke  rudely.  To  obviate  any  discord,  I  refrained 
from  communicating  all  this  to  the  Governor,  made 
a  suitable  representation  to  him,  and  succeeded  in 
bringing^  the  matter  to  a  termination  in  your  favour. 
Another  man  would  have  acted  differently,  and  would 
have  brought  about  a  rupture.  When  the  Governor 
applied  to  you  to  relinquish  the  interest,  your  busi- 
ness was  only  to  say  that  you  could  not  do  so,  and 
to  receive  the  full  amount.  You  were  not  justified 
in  doing  more  th;in  that.  If  your  master  questions 
you  as  to  why  you  acted  as  you  have,  what  answer 
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can  you   ofive  ?     lie  is    the  ruler   there.     You  are      Chap. 

XXIV. 

regardless  of  what  you  say,  and  the   consequences      - — " 

1740. 

maj  be  unpleasant."  This  speech  frightened  him,  flatter 
and  he  said:  "  Very  well,  I  will  take  the  Pondichery  amicably, 
pagodas,  but  can  you  not  kindly  arrange  to  give  us 
their  equivalent  in  the  form  of  rupees  of  the  local 
currency."  I  replied  that  this  was  not  practicable. 
He  then  sent  his  servants  to  receive  and  take  away 
the  money. 

I  presented  myself  before  the  Governor,  and  inti- 
mated to  him  that  they  had  brought  the  bond. 
Upon  this  he  placed  on  the  table  88  pagodas  over  Governor 
and  above  the  round  sum  of  13,000  pagodas  which  o!-iyi"iu'v''* 
had  to  be  paid.  I  then  informed  him  that  the  interest 
was,  in  point  of  f;ict,  calculated  for  three  years  and 
ten  months,  and  that  he  therefore  owed  only  Q(S 
pagodas.  Although,  when  speaking,  he  said  that 
this   signified  little,   he  handed   to  me  only    1  8,0(j6 


But  on  t!ie 
error  beinjr 
pointed 


pao^odas.     Receiving  this  amount,  I  told  him  that  outpa.vs 

'      '='  _  ,    '='  ,  correct 

I  would   deliver    it   to  the   men   who   were    in    the  *"i"""'- 

reception-room,  and  bring  back  his  promissory  note. 

The  wrath  which  my  words  excited  in  him  is  inde-  iiiswrntii 

at  proposnl 

scribable,  and  he  exclaimed  that  they  were  rascals  ,'"''*;'' 'fr',. 

and  that,  unless  the  note  was   restored  to  him,  the  Ihum!" 

pagodas  should  not  be  touched.     On  this,  I  repaired 

to  those  who  were   waiting,   and   asked  them  for 

the    document,    promising    to    bring    the     moiie\'.   Diarist 

'  obtains 

They    however    refused    to    part    with    it.      Tellingr  »"''niM'«.s 

J  1  n     It  over  to 

them    that    I     would     be     personally     responsible 
for  it,  I,  after  a  deal  of  haggling,  obtained  the  paper 
29  VOL.  1 1. 
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Chap,     from  them,  and  made  it  over  to  the  Governor,  who 

thereupon  permitted  me  to  take  charge  or  thirteen 

He  then'      baoi's  of  oao^odas  bearingr  the  seal  oF  the  cashier,  and 

allows  tlH-  ... 

irinm-.v         (35  pagodas  in  addition. 

reaaoved. 

Diarist 
haiuls  it 


I    handed   the   money   to   the    men,    and   said : 
om-'and      "  Yoii    rofusod   to   trust  me,  as   though    it   was    a 

rebukes  the 

inesscnseis.  j^^icobar  *  bars^ain,  Y"ou  have  now  received  vour 
money.  You  may  go."  They  replied:  "  Please  send 
one  of  your  people  to  count  and  deliver  the  amount." 
To  this  1  replied:  "  A  request  such  as  this  will 
surely  provoke  the  Governor.     So  long  as  you  sec 

sent'to        the  seal  of  the  cashier,  there    can  be  no   iiiistake. 

count  and 

!!!nn«*nv«,.  You  luav  rest  assured  of  that."  But  as  thev  would 
not  listen  to  me,  I  promised  to  send  a  man,  and 
bade  them  beg-one.  I  accordino-ly  directed  the  Com- 
pany's  cashier  to  accompany  them,  and  do  what  was 

foSues     necessary.     I   then  reported  to  the  Governor  that 

in  an  angrv  .      .  .  „     -  .  __ 

mood.  they  had  expressed  their  intention  oi  departing.  He 
remained  silent,  and  did  not  open  his  mouth.  On 
my  continuing  to  stand  before  him,  he  made  a  gesture 
with  his  hand,  signifying  that  they  might  leave.  I 
concluded  that  their  refusal  to  remit  any  portion  of 
the  interest  was  the  cause  of  his  frowns  and  anger, 
and  perceiving  that  as  long  as  he  was  in  this  mood 
no  reply  could  be  expected  from  him,  I  made  my 


reportsthat  oboisauce,  and  retired.     The  Chetti  cashier,  whose 

payment  '     -i    o  '^i   • 

has  been       qq^q  ^g  defomied,  then  went  to  A  sad  Sahib,  counted 


*  The  meaning  of  this  expression  is  dealing  with  money  in  one  hand, 
and  goods  in  the  other,  i.e.,  a  transaction  in  which  neither  party  trusts  the 
other. 


the  siii'i'd 
causes 
jniiis  to  be 
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and  made  over  to  him  13,066  pagodas,  and  advised      chap. 
me  that  he  had  done  so.  - — .' 

Considerable  dispute  arose  in  the  course  of  this 
transaction.  I  have,  during  the  last  ten  days,  con- 
cisely noted  such  of  the  leading  points  of  it  as  may 
be  of  use  for  future  reference. 

On    the    nio-ht    of  this  dav,   M.    Kerieanville,   a  Dnmken 

^  «  '  0  '  officer  of 

military  captain,  who  had  drunk  too  much  brandy, 
happening  to  hear  the  report  of  the  gun  fired  at  9  iiieci 
o'clock,  loaded  two  of  the  cannon  at  the  VilliyaUfdlur 
gate,  where  he  was  stationed,  and  discharged  them. 
One  of  the  shot  hit  a  tree  beyond  Ellappanchavadi, 
and  knocked  it  down,  whilst  the  other  buried  itself 
d(?ep  into  the  ground.  He  then  ordered  that  the  f^^^f^^''^ 
alarm-drums  should  be  beaten.     After  this  had  been  isvVoieMt' 

to  his  men, 

done,  he  directed  that  ten  or  fifteen  muskets  should 
be  loaded  with  ball.  AVhen  the  serQ-eant  at  the  oaie 
remonstrated  regarding  this,  the  captain  attempted 
to  stab  him.  On  the  soldiers  refusino-  to  discharge 
their  muskets,  he  beat  them  with  his  cane.  When 
the  Governor  heard  the  noise,  he  instructed  M. 
Duquesne  to  seize  the  captain,  and  consign  him  to 
custody  in  the  fort.  This  was  done,  and  a  sentinel  f,np^^i/,V,p}, 
was  placed  on  guard  over  him.  Different  versions  Governor.' 
were  o-iven  of  the  orio-in  of  this  affair.  Some  said 
that  the  guns  were  the  signal  for  an  expedition 
against   either    Madras,   or    Fort    St.   David,    some  VMr.vinjc 

'-'  inferences 

as  to  "  hy 
puns  were 

marched  past  V'illiyanallur,  and  others  asserted  that 


declared  that  the  soldiers  and  Mahe  sepoys  had 
marched  past  V'illiyanallur,  and  others  asserted  that 
the    ships    of  M.   de  la  Bourdonnais    in  the    roads 
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ovtTiior 

(Mils  oil 

fliarist  (o 
supply 
twenty 
hoi'ses. 


V\*'i'i  of 
M.  (le  lii 
Boiinloii- 
nnis 
sighted. 


Di-irist  Jiiul 

others 

collect 

tourteeii 

horses. 


Cora)(l;iint 
nsruinNt 
di:irist  of 
improper 
seizure  of 
a  horse. 


Diarist 
explains 
intitters 
to  the 
Governor. 


hero  would  set  sail  as  soon  as  they  heard  the  sound 
of  the  cannon,  and  a  body  of  troops  would  proceed 
by  land,  to  make  a  joint  attack. 

TuesJai/,  23rd.  Aiujmt  171^6,  or  11th  Avunl  of 
Ak^hajja. — At  5  this  evening,  the  Governor  sent  for 
me,  and  gave  directions  to  provide  twenty  horses. 
News  was  now  brought  that  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais' 
fleet  of  eight  ships  was  in  sight,  and  approaching 
Pondichery.  I  went  to  my  house,  summoned 
Krimasi  Pandit,  Periyamia  Nayinar,  and  a  few  police 
peons,  and  sent  them  to  collect  horses.  By  9,  they 
brought  twelve,  which  they  had  obtained  in  the  town. 
Including  two  of  my  own,  the  total  number  collected 
was  fourteen.  At  9  precisely,  I  sent  the  animals 
away  to  the  Governor's  stables.  Some  time  after- 
wards, a  Company's  peon  came,  and  informed  me  that 
the  Governor  required  my  presence.  I  immediately 
dressed,  and  went  to  see  him.  The  son  of  Nawab 
Chanda  Sahib  had  sent  Raj 6  Pandit,  and  a  Muham- 
madan,  to  complain  to  the  Governor,  through  Madame 
Dupleix,  that  I  had  obtained  his  horse  by  stealth. 
The  Governor  turned  to  me,  and  asked  for  expla- 
nation. I  said  :  "  No  horse  belonging  to  Chanda 
Sfihib's  son  was  ever  taken  away.  I  sent  clerk 
Sinappaiyan,  and  Krimasi  Pandit,  to  give  him  my 
compliments,  as  well  as  yours,  and  ask  of  him 
the  loan  of  a  few  horses.  He  refused  the  request. 
My  messengers  next  begged  him  to  give  them  at 
least  one  horse.  He  would  not.  They  then  came 
away,  without   taking  any   belonging  to   him.     In 
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the    same    street   there    was    a  mare,  owned  by    a      cmap. 

XXIV, 

Brahman.     My  messengers  brought  this  with  them." ' 

The   Governor  was   incensed  at  the  compLainants,   \vhn',„mh 

inceiisi'J 


and  exchiimed:  "These  are  very  worthless  people  ^'t^ 
indeed  !  They  possess  not  the  least  particle  of  sense.  !;i,Ts"ti"ni 
They  do  not  even  remember  that  we  are  ever  ready 
to  do  their  bidding.  They  will  not  give  their  own 
horses  ;  and  they  come  to  make  complaints  touching 
a  Brahman's  mare.  I  now  begin  to  comprehend  their 
worth.  I  do  not  want  even  the  Brahman's  mare." 
He  then,  in  great  wrath,  bade  them  go  away. 

I    took  leave    of  the    Governor,   and    returning  Ami  directs 

'  '-'    return 

home,  sent  Arunachala  Chetti,  and  a  peon,  to  the  uker"^'' 
Governor's  stables,  to  bring  away  the  Brahman's  Bmin'.um. 
mare,  as  he  had  ordered  the  return  of  the  animal. 
Before  Arunachala  Chetti  reached  the  stables, 
however,  he  heard  that  the  fourteen  horses  were 
being  put  into  boats.  He  hastened  towards  the 
sea-gate,  but  ere  he  could  reach  it,  he  learned 
that  all  had  been  conveyed  to  the  boats,  and  safely 
placed  in  them.  Further  inquiry  elicited  the  fact 
that  the  Brahman's  mare  still  remained  on  shore. 
Arunachala   Chetti    hurried  on  in   the    direction   of  P'«tiie 

•  •  lit  tempts 

the  Fea-gate.  The  guards  there  would  not  let  him  {iiramw. 
pass.  Tr.  the  meantime,  a  partj^  of  ten  soldiers, 
armed  with  muskets,  came  from  a  northerly  direc- 
tion, and  another  party  of  ten,  similarly  armed, 
from  a  southerly,  and  commenced  striking  with 
the  butt-ends  of  their  weapons  every  one  whom 
they   found  there.     It  was  as  much  as  Arunachala 


174(3. 


Di!ui>t 
sends  a 
luessaatJ 
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Chap.      Chetti  coiild  flo  to  GScaiDe  their  violence.     By  mixinor 
x.xiv.        .    ■■  '■  ^         . 

witli    the     Company's    peons    who    were    returiiing 

home   from    the    beach,  he    managed   to  elude  the 

soldiers.      xVt    10,    as    I    was    seated    at    supper, 

Aruiiachala   Chetti    catiie   to    me,   and   related    his 

adventures.       I    thereupon    sent     Krishnaiyan    the 

irM.*^'        son   of  Subbaiyan  of  the  Fort,  and   a  peon,   to   i^I. 

reCof  fi'Auteuil,  to  ask  him  to  release  the  Brihman's 
mare,  as  the  Governor  had  ordered  this  to  be  done.' 
From  balf-past  9  to  !;;ilf-past  lu,  each  of  tht> 
ships  that  arrived  at  the  anchorage  discharged  three 
guns,  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour.  One  was  also 
fired  from  the  shore.     A  beacon  was  lighted  on.  the 

Military       sumruit  of  the  clock-tower,  and  kept  burning:  until 

postii'irof     daybreak.      European  sentinels  were  posted  on  each 

spiit  iiifls 

atpoiuii.     road,  as  far  as  the  Governor's  house  on  the  north, 

chery.  ' 

the  street  inhabited  by  the  Europeans  on  the 
south,  and  the  church*  of  the  priests  on  the  west; 
and  thoy  were  required  to  keep  careful  watch.  All 
'  through  the  night,  stores  of  every  kind  were  taken 
out  of  the  fort,  and  coiiveyed  to  the  ships. 
Ki'.i^h-,.,  Krishnaiyan   the    son  of   Subbaiyan  of   the  Fort 

naiyan  IjuIs  •       t/  t/ 

trAuteui!.  went  to  speak  to  M.  d'Auteuil,  but  as  that  gentleman 
was  asleep,  he  intimated  to  M.  de  Bury,  his  sister's 
son,  that  he  wished  to  see  him,  and  that  he  came 
from  me.     M.   de   Bury  said  that  as  M.   d'Auteuil 

His  iwivM-  ^.^g   asleep,   he   must   not   be  disturbed,  and   asked 

sation  with  ir '  ' 

M.ueBary.  Krishuaiyau  to  tell  him  what  he  wanted.     He  stated 


This  was  apparentlj  the  church  of  St.  Paul. 
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e 
he 


that  the    Governor  had  directed  the  return   of  the      chap. 

xxi\ 
Brahman's  mare,    and  that    he   was  sent,  bj  me   to       . ' 

communicate  the  order  to  M.  d'Autenil.      J\r.  deBury  wi,,'    ' 

replied  that  a  lamilian  went  to    the  (jrovernor,  and  ntmn  ih 

•■■  niaronii  tl 

asked  for  the   return    of  one  of  the   horses  on    the  tli'is'wouw 

beach,    but    that    the   Governor   had   directed    that  tooiciei'>.'' 

none  shouhi  be  given  up ;  and  he  told  Krishna! j an 

to  communicate  this  order  to  me.      This  he  did,  and 

I  arjain   sent-   him    to   M.    de  Burj^   for   I  was  loth   Diarist 

rcpi'ats  his 

to  provoke   the   anger  of   the    Governor,  who  had  ••^'I'^si- 

expressly    ordered    the    release   of   the   Brahman's 

mare.      M.   de   Bury   ao;ain    replied    that   the    Gov-   m  do  Bury 

.     .       .  .  .  jifUieivs  to' 

ernor's  explicit  inst^ructions,  delivered  on  the  beach,  'i'»«'i«'"on. 
were  to  allovN''  none  of  the  horses  to  go,  and  that 
in  the  event  of  his  asking  him  anything  about 
the  matter  he  would  offer  an  explanation  He 
requested  Krishnaiyan  to  tell  me  that  there  was 
really  no  reason  for  apprehenpion  that  the  Gover- 
nor would  be  angry.  He  accordingly  delivered  this 
message. 

At  half-past  11,  Krimasi  Pandit  arrived,  aid  gave   Krimasi 

.  .  .  .1.  I'aiulit 

me  the  foUowino;  information.      He  said  :    "  A  peon  ^'s>'s 

^  ^  (lit.nst. 

brought  word  that  the  Governor  wanted  me.  I 
went.  At  the  entrance  to  the  house,  there  was  Major 
Duquesne,  with  half-a-dozen  soldiers.  He  asked  me 
if  I  knew  the  residence  of  Kandappan,  the  inierpreter 
to  Madame  Dupleix.  I  said  that  I  did.  He  then 
desired  me  to  go  with  him.  I  asked  him  how  it  was 
possible  for  me  to  do  this  when  I  had  been  sent  for 
by  the   Governor.      Major   Duquesne   informed   me 
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that  the  Governor  had  coramnuicated  to  him  why 
I  was  wanted,  and  had  ordered  him  to  take  me  and 
a  few  soldiers,  to  the  house  of  Madame  Dupleix's 
interpreter,  to  search,  the  premises.  I  coiisented 
to  go  with  him,  but  we  had  proceeded  only  a  short 
distance  when  we  were  summoned  by  the  Governor, 
who  directed  us  not  to  go  to  Kandappan's  house. 
He  then  instructed  me  to  take,  on  the  following 
day,  two  or  three  accountants,  to  the  Vazhudaviir 
o-ate,  and  receive  from  M.  St.  Martin  instructions 
as  to  what  I  should  do.  1  said  that  I  would,  and 
departed." 

In  the  evening,  the  Governor  sent  for  me,  and 
observed  that  it  was  unsatisfactory  that  Suga  Sing's 
suit  had  not  yet  baen  decided,  for  letters  on  the 
subject  were  continually  arriving  from  the  Nawab. 
I  replied:  "I  have  come  to  a  decision."  The  Gov- 
ernor however  got  angry,  and  exclaimed :  "Do  as 
you  like." 

Weduesdaj/,  2hth  Aiii/ud  17^6,  or  12th  Irani  of 
Ahnhdiid. — The  Governor  sent  for  Krimasi  Pandit, 
the  subordinate  chief  of  the  peons,  and  said  to  him  : 
'*  Why  did  you  not  attend  in  obedience  to  my 
summons  yesterday?  "  He  replied:  "Up  to  11  last 
night,  I  wa:^  wandering  about  in  search  of  horses. 
After  I  had  taken  them  to  the  beach,  I  reported 
having  done  so  to  Rangappau,  and  then  went 
home.  It  was  when  I  was  so  engaged,  that  your 
peons  called  me.  As  I  was  on  my  way  to  you, 
M.  Duquesne  ordered  me  to  go  to  M.  St.  Martin, 
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the  officer  at  Yazliudavur,  and  to  take  witli  me  three     Cha.'. 
accountants.      I    accordingly    went,    and    remained      — 
there  from    5   until  now.       During   this  time,   the 
peon   again    called   me,    and   I    have    come."     The 


Governor,  who  would  not  listen  to  his  explanation,  Governor, 

^  being 

exasper- 

" ,  seizes 
a  cane  to 


was  exasperated  beyond  measure,  and  took  a  cane  atedfse 
from  the  hands  of  a  European  who  was  standing  beatinm 
by.  Seeing  this,  Krimasi  Pandit  slipped  off  to  the  e^U^>i.r.. 
doorway,  on  which  the  Governor  returned  the  cane 
to  the  owner,  and  paced  to  and  fro  in  his  wrath. 
Imagining  that  he  was  pacified,  Krimasi  Pandit  stood 
where  he  was,  but  the  Governor  in  his  walk  up  and  Governor 

'  i  takniK  him 

down,  approached  him  from  behind,  gave  him  two  kST.'ami 
kicks,  and  drove  him  out,  bidding  him  not  to  show  out. 
his  face  again.  He  then,  with  Periyaiina  Nayin§,r, 
who  was  also  present,  began  to  move  off.  The 
Governor  upon  this  called  up  the  latter,  and  told  him 
to  disperse  the  towns-people  who  were  thronging  the 
beach,  and  to  see  that  they  did  not  collect  there. 

The  eight  ships  comprising  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais'  ^leet^ot^ 
fleet  came    to    an  anchor   in  the  roads   last  night,  n^""^*^""' 
A    salute    of    fifteen    guns   was   fired    by   only   the 
commanding    officer's    ship,  the  Achllle.     M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais,  who  was  ill  with  fever  and  diarrhoea,  ."^p'"*^  '"• 

'  '     lie  comes 

wrapped  himself  up  in  his  dressing  gown,  covered  "''''°"" 

his  head  with  a  cap,  and  in  this  costume  came  ashore. 

On  landing;,  he  was  put  into  a  closed  palanquin,  and  Taken  to 

" '  ^  r  I  '  (Governor  a 

conveyed  to  the   house  of  the   Governor  who   had  '"^"'*^'' 
previously  ordered  that  it  should  be  cleared  of  every 
one,  and  guarded  \)j  armed  soldiers,  who  were  posted 
30  VOL.  1 1 . 
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in  the  streets  running  to  the  west  and  east  of  the 
building.  Home  were  also  stationed  on  the  northern 
and  southern  side  of  it.  These  guards  were  ordered 
to  stop  all  passengers,  and  direct  them  to  take  a 
particular  route  Further  on  along  this  line,  at  a 
ojuard-hoiise,  a  sentinel  was  stationed  to  warn  off 
people  going  to  the  beach.  Two  more  were  posted 
at  the  o-uard-house  in  the  street  leadino- from  the  fort 
to  the  custom-house,  whilst  two  others  kept  watch 
at  the  southern  side  of  the  eastern  gate  of  the  fort, 
and  two  more  at  the  northern  side,  to  stop  any 
persons  who  might  be  going  to  the  beach  by  way  of 
the  custom-house,  and  prevent  their  looking  out  on 
the  sea  at  what  could  be  seen  there. 

The  palanquin  i^arryiug  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was 
brouofht  to  the  residence  of  the  Governor,  into 
whose  presence  he  was,  on  alighting,  supported  by 
two  men,  one  on  either  side.  The  Governor  came 
forward  to  meet  him,  embraced  him,  and  took  him 
into  a  room,  where  they  had  a  conference.,  in  which 
M.  Paradis  took  part.  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  it  is 
reported,  recounted  all  the  incidents  of  his  voyage, 
describing  how  he  had  arrived  at  Negapatam,  how 
he  bad  been  treated  with  distinguished  honour  by 
the  Dutch  authorities,  who  had  undertaken  to 
repay  the  value  of  the  French  ships  which  they 
had  bought  of  the  English,  viz.,  the  Manilla  ship 
Mairrc,  and  the  Charles,  which  M.  de  la  Villebague 
had  brought  from  Manilla  to  Mero-ui,  how  some 
English  ships  were  sighted  by  his   fleet  and  took  to 
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flight  when  he  prepared  for  action,  and  how  he  had      Chap. 
fallen  ill.     He  next  spoke  with  reo;ard  to  the  plans       — 

.  174G. 

for  an  attack  on  Madras.     Taking  his  departure,  he 
proceeded  in  the  closed  palanquin  to  his  old  quarters  fj^^ 
at  M.  Desiardins'  house,  where,  so  it  is  said,  he  was  house'" 

''  .       where  1'  _ 

bled  in  the  arm  by  the  surgeons  of  the  town  and  his  i*'mains. 
ship.  In  the  evening,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  still 
wrapped  in  his  dressing  gown,  set  out  for  a  drive, 
accompanied  by  the  two  medical  men. 

Two  Indian  hours  before  daybreak  this  morning,  .\'/]°i7,\?  °^ 
the  gates  of  the  town  were  closed  ;  viz.,  the  Madras  SelTt"* ''* 

wicket 

gate  on  the  northern  side,  the  sea-gate  on  the  eastern,  J"  on^-. 
and  the  VilliyanalMr  avid  Cuddalore  gates.  The  great 
doors  of  the  Vazhudavlir  gate  were  shut,  but  the  little 
wicket  was  left  open.  According  to  the  instructions 
conveyed  last  night  to  the  subordinate  chief  of  the 
peons  Krimasi  Pandit,  two  or  three  accountants 
were  stationed  at  the  wicket,  to  search  every  one 
passing  through  it.  The  palmyra-leaf  letters  which  J;'-,',';,'];,^,^, 
the  passengers   had  about  them   were   taken  from  IhroulTii 

this 

them,  perused,  and  returned.  If  they  had  with  ^'xanmied. 
them  papers  written  in  the  Persian,  Mahratti, 
Telugu,  or  French  characters,  they  were  seized,  and 
retained ;  the  letters  written  in  Tamil  alone  being 
read.  This  inspection  went  on  until  midday. 
Then  the  work  was  discontinued,  as  it  was  found  that 
the  letters  and  palmyra  leaves  which  had  accumulated  ^omw^^ 
were  useless.     The  gates,  including  the  great  doors  13. 

jr. 1 1 (' S 

of  that  of  Vazhudavur,  were  thereupon  all  opened.      le-opened. 
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The  measures  which  I  have  mentioned  appear  to 
have  been  taken  owing  to  a  report  which  reached  the 
Governor  that  letters  written  in  Tamil  were  being 
clandestinely  sent  from  Pondicherj  to  the  English. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  last  night  the  Governor 
first  ordered  the  house  of  Kandappan,  who  is  in  the 
service  of  Madame  Dupleix,  to  be  searched,  and  then 
put  a  stop  to  this  being  done ;  and  it  was  after  this 
that  directions  were  given  that  all  the  gates  of  the 
town  should  be  closed,  with  the  exception  of  the 
wicket  in  the  Vazhud^vAr  gate,  where  everyone 
passing  through  was  searched.  Taking  these  facts 
into  consideration,  it  would  seem  that  an  anony- 
mous communication  must  have  been  sent  to 
the  Governor,  accusing  Kandappan  of  being  the 
clandestine  correspondent  of  the  English ;  and  as, 
when  the  other  gates  were  kept  shut,  every  letter 
going  out  of  Pondichery  must  necessarily  pass 
through  the  Vazhudav^r  gate,  it  was  thought  that 
if  all  persons  going  through  it  were  searched,  the 
correspondence  would  be  secured.  If  such  was  not 
the  object  of  M.  Dupleix,  God  alone  knows  what 
it  was. 

To-morrow,  being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth- 
day of  the  King,  the  Governor  went  this  evening  to 
the  fort,  paraded  the  soldiers,  and  ordered  three 
volleys  to  be  fired.  The  guns  mounted  on  the 
ramparts  of  the  fort  were  discharged,  and  these 
were  followed  by  those  on  the  town  walls.  The  ships 
replied,    each    firing   twenty-one  guns  at   one  and 
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the  same  time.     The  whole    town  shook  with  the      chap. 

XXIV 

concussion.     To  people  at  a  distance,   it  must  have      —  * 
appeared  as  though  the  place  was  being  bombarded. 
The  effect   was  exceedingly  grand,    and   infinitely 
awe-inspiring. 

T/mrsdai/,   25th  Aiuiust  17Jf6,    or  13th    Aram   of  saiutesou 

■"  ^  '  •  ■       the  day 

Akshaya. — This  was  the  King's  birthday,  and  conse-  '*'''^'- 
quently  three  volleys  were  fired  at  5  this  morning, 
and  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  was  discharged 
from  the  fort,  which  was  replied  to  by  a  broadside 
of  a  similar  number  from  each  ship  in  the  roads. 
Again,  at  half -past  7,  when  the  Governor  attended 
service  at  the  church  in  the  fort,  three  volleys 
were  fired,  and  three  salutes,  each  of  twenty-one 
guns,  were  discharged  from  the  fort,  and  by  each 
ship  in  the  anchorage.  The  total  number  of  guns 
fired  on  this  occasion  would  be  about  a  thousand. 
The  salute  was  repeated  when  the  Governor 
returned  home,  and  when  he  dined.  At  the 
time   that  he  drank  wine,   he  shouted,   taking    off  DnnkinK 

'  '  «^  ot  the 

his  hat,  "  Long  live  the  King,"  a  toast  which  was  &uiby 

.  nil  1  J    Governor 

repeated  with  one  voice  by  all  those  present,  ana  a.idgtiests. 
was  honoured  with  twenty-one  guns  from  the 
fort,  and  a  similar  number  from  each  of  the  ten  or 
twelve  ships  in  the  roadstead — all  fired  together. 
The  cannon  which  were  fired  from  the  ramparts  of 
the  fort,  and  from  the  ship  of  the  admiral,  beinff  Teno,. 

'  1  '  D    caused  by 

heavy  guns,  carrying  a  shot  of  twenty-four  pounds,  ileavy^^ 
those  who  heard  their  thundering  sound  were  struck 
with  terror. 


^38 


AJ^fANDA  RiNGA  Pl^^i^ATS  DIARY. 


Chap. 
XXIV. 


1746. 

M.  (le  la 

Villeba^ue 

receives 

list  of  soods 

ordered 

from 

diarist. 


Council 
discusses 
plans  of 
attack  on 
Madras. 


Perforni- 
atice  of 
vernacular 
ode  in 
hnnonr  of 
diarist. 


This  morning  at  10,  M.  de  la  Villebague  sent 
for  me,  received  a  list  of  the  goods  that  had  been 
ordered  to  be  manufactured  for  liis  brother,  and 
handed  nie  10,00U  rupees.  The  details  of  the  list 
will  be  found  noted  in  the  register  in  which  the 
orders  for  the  manufacture  of  cloths  are  entered. 

At  the  same  hour,  a  Council  was  held.  It 
seems  that  at  it  plans  for  an  attack  on  Madras  were 
discussed. 

A  metrical  ode  in  Telugu,  composed  in  my  honour 
bj^  Kasttiri  Kangaiyan,  a  great  scholar  of  Trichino- 
polj,  was  set  to  music  by  Trichinopoly  Mangapati 
Aiyan;  dancing  women  were  taught  to  sing  it,  and 
they  gave  a  performance  of  it  this  night  at  the 
garden-house  of  Muttaiya  Pillai  in  Sedai  Street 
before  a  public  assembly  consisting  of  my  friends 
and  others. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

FJ103I  AUGUST  ^6™,  17^6,  TO  SEPTEMBER 

2if^,  171^6. 

Madame  Albert  Bpeaks  to  diarist  regarding  a  certain  loan  -  Pays  portion  of 
principal  and  interest — Warns  diarist  not  to  pay  money  without  receipt 
— Council  discusses  plans  for  siege  of  Madras — Embarkation  of  troops, 
etc.— Why  mounted  men  were  sent— M.d'Auteuil  deputed  to  declare 
war  if  certain  demands  not   complied  with — Expedition    delayed   by 
illness  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais— Object  of  sending  body  guard  with 
M.  Auteuil  to  belittle   M.  de  la   Bourdonnais  — Who  being  aware  of 
this,  pleads  illness— And  objects  to  another  taking  his  place— Roland- 
ing  of  troops  ordered — Letter  from  Governor  to  Anwar-ud-din    Khan 
requests   help   in  attacking  Madras — Troops  disembarked  — M.   de    la 
Bourdonnais  declines  to  attend  meeting  of  Council —Deputation  from 
Council  waits  on  him — On  return  of  this,  sitting  resumed — Result  kei)t 
secret,  but  war  certain — Dubash  of  JNIadanie  Dupleix  brings  samjiles  of 
coial,  and  states  that  she  wishes  to  purchase  some  -Requests  private 
interview— This  accorded — He    recounts  the    efforts    made    by    one 
Annap^rna  Aijan  to   obtain   chief  dnbashship  —And  what  took  place 
at  an  interview  which  he  had  witli  Madame  Dupleix   on  the  subject — 
Informs  diarist  that  Annap'ftrna  Aijan  seated   that  he  hdd  applied  for 
the  post,  on    his    (diarist's)    advice, —  Diarist   explains   matter -And 
states  that   he  agreed  to  lend   Annapiinia  Aiyan   2,C00  pagodas  if  lie 
ol)tained  the  a|)pointment--  The  dubash  mentions  other  statements  and 
requests  made  by  this  man — And  abusive  language  of  Chinna  Mudali 
on  hearing  of   these — As  also  allegation  of  Annapurna  Aiyan  touching 
diarist's   brother — Heply  of  diaiist — Conversation   which    the   dubash 
had  with    Madame  Dupleix  touching  the    financial  affairs  of  diarist 
and  his  brother — She  bids  him  ask  a  lirilx' on  her  account  froin  Chinna 
Mudali,  which  is  refused — Her  further  conversation  with  the  ilubash 
regnrdiug  affairs  of  diarist — He  states  when  and  where  it  took  place — 
Begs  diarist  not  to  mention  what  he  has   said — Remarks  with  regard 
tf)   character,  etc.,  of  the   dubash    and   Annaji'drna   Aiyan — And    the 
intellectual  superiority,  as  compared  with  them,  of  Madame   Dupleix 

—  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  goes  to  Ozhukarai  for  change  of  air— Departure 
of  8f|uadron-- Object  of  this--Diurist  in<-ets  M,  Desmarets — Who 
explains  to  him  why  the  expedition  against  Madras  was  abandoned — 
He  details  a  conversation  between  MM.  Dupleix  and  de  la  Bourdcnnais 

—  And  refers  to  the  difference  regarding  the  order  of  Coimcil  demanded 
by  the  latter — His  refusal  to  assent  to  the  appointment  of  M.  Paradis 
in    his    stead — And    the    personal    (piarrel  between     him,   and   the 
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Chap  Governor — M.  Desmar^ts  expresses  the  opinion  that  M.  de  la   Bour- 

XXV'.  donnais  was  not  bound  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  Council,  or  obey  the 

Governor — Assigns  this  as  the  reason  of  the  failnre  of  the  project 

1746.  against    Madras — ]\I.  de    Kerjean,  meeting  diarist,    assures  him  of 

the  ( ertainty  of  his  being  appointed  courtier  — His  reply  when 
diarist  asks  what  the  priests  of  St.  Paul  would  say  to  this  — 
Departure  of  Madame  Dupleix  for  Ariyankuppam — Diarist  purchases 
broad-cloth  on  Governor's  account— Dispute  with  M.  Cornet  as  to 
how  cost  of  this  is  to  he  adjusted — Remarks  on  the  matter — An  ex- 
agent  of  diarist  approaches  him  through  his  hrother,  in  view  to 
re.stcjration — Remarks  of  diarist  on  his  conduct  —Determines  to  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  him — Letter  from  Mylapore  to  Chinna 
Mudali  details  attack  of  the  French  on  ships  lying  oif  Madras — And 
their  retirement  after  brief  engagement--De8cribes  to  diarist  anger 
of  Governor  when  letter  read  to  bim — Governor  on  the  way  to 
Ozhukarai  passes  diarist's  distillery — Chinna  Mudali  meets  him — And 
is  sent  to  direct  diarist  to  dispose  of  a  certain  suit— Conversation 
on  this  subject — Surmise  of  diarist  as  to  object  of  Governor's  visit  to 
M.  de  la  Board onnais — Governor,  on  return,  sends  for  MM.  Paradis 
and  Barthelemy — And  giving  contradictory  orders  regarding  convey- 
ances, grows  angry  at  delay  in  complying  with  them — Finally  departs 
to  join  his  wile  at  Ariyankuppam — Diarist  sends  contribution  towards 
expenses  of  marriage  of  a  relative — Some  broad-cloth  in  store  at  the 
fort  found  ti  be  damaged — Stock  in  hand  disposed  of — Details  of  this 
transaction — Letter  from  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  to  M.  de  Fontbrune — 
Intimates  capture  off  Covelong  of  two  English  ships — And  gives 
particulars  of  cargoes — Kxcitement  on  receipt  of  this  news— Ships 
reported  to  belong  to  Messrs.  Morse  and  Monson — Governor,  with 
M.  Paradis,  again  visits  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — M.de  Louche  captures 
an  Englisli  ship — Contrary  to  advice,  starts  on  a  cruise  in  his  prize- 
Is  taken  by  English,  and  carried  a  prisoner  to  Madras. 

Me. Albert  Frldaij,    26th    August    17If6,    or    1/fth    Avani   of 

STlPllcS  to 

diarist        Akskoiia . — Madame  Albert*  sent  for  me  and  said: 

regnrding 

certain  (c  rp]^^  ^,^^^^  before  tlio  last,  when  the  Neplune  sailed 
for  Mocha,  vou  let  me  have  the  sum  of  Rs.  1 ,000  on 
condition  of  my  paying  a  premium  on  it,  and  I  made 
it  over  to  M.  d'Auteuil.  He  has  to  pay  I S  per 
cent,  premium,  and  another  10  per  cent.,  being  the 
special  charge  for  monsoon  risks.     This  gives  you 


*  The  mother  of  Madame  Dupleix, 
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Rs.  280.      Addinsr  Rs.  57  which  the  Company  has      Chap. 

\x.v 
allowed  in  the  shape  of  interest,  3^011  therefore  have     ' — * 

to  receive,  over  and  above  the  principal  of  Rs.  1,000,  And 

anioiint  in 

a  profit  of  337,  bemo;  the  interest,  etc.,  due  on  it.  t'ifi".«jof 

Of  this  sum,  he  gave  me  837  rupees,  and  promised  '"'".u.e 
to  pay  the  remaining  500  in  a  few  dajs.     Please 

therefore  receive  Rs.  837  now.     For  the  balance  I  pa.vshim.a 

., ,         .  .  .  .  Ijortion  of 

wdl  give  jou  a  promissory  note  stipulating  to  pay  .\',1|"j',','^^|.. 
the   interest    usually  leviable  in   the   case  of   land  promisin.? 

.  note  of 

traffic."  Accepting  her  proposal,  I  took  the  Rh.  837,  {Jahlice' 
nnd  asked  for  the  promissory  note.  She  replied  : 
"  I  will  send  it  to  you  afterwards  by  my  peon.  You 
trusted  me  with  the  1,000  rupees  without  demanding 
any  voucher  for  it  from  me.  I  told  this  to  all  my 
daughters  lest  3'ou  might  lose  the  money  should  I 
unexpectedly  die."  Thanking  her  in  very  courteous 
terms,  I  talked  for  a  while  with  her  on  general 
topics,  and  departed,  desiring  her  peon  to  bring  me 
the  promissory  note  which  she  hnd  promised  to 
send.     When  I  took  leave  of  her,  she  told  mo  to  in  wams 

.  (liai'ist 

future  not  part  with  my  money  to  nny  one  without  jj^',|,',°,.''^'"' 
receiving   a    written    acknowledgment.      I   replied:  le'c'eS'' 
"  I  will  do  so." 

A  Council  was  held  this  forenoon,  and  again  in  ooimcii 
the  afternoon,     it  woukl  appear  that  plans  tor  laymo^  i''""^  f<"- 
sieofc  to  Madras  were  discussed  at  it.     Attackino^  it  ^''''^'■"'- 
will  be  no  light  task,  and  it  seems  that  the  project 
was  carefully  considered  in  Council. 

On  the   11th  instant  [23rd  August],  as  soon  as 
the  French  ships  appeared  in  sight,  the  horses  were 

91  VOL.   II. 
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secretly  put  into  boats  for  conveyance  on  board. 
The  whole  of  that  night  was  taken  np  with  embark- 
ing troopers,  men,  and  stores.  The  next  day,  also, 
was  devoted  to  similar  work.  Up  to  that  evening, 
the  Muhammadans  of  Mahe,  and  others  were  being 
expeditiously  skipped.  Then  a  lull  took  place  in 
the  work,  owing,  so  it  was  reported  at  the  time,  to 
the  illness  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais.  It  may  be  asked 
why  troopers  and  horses  should  be  required  for  an 
expedition  against  Madras.  They  are  to  be  landed 
at  Mylapore  near  Madras,  whence  M.  d'Auteuil  will 
march  to  Fort  St.  George  escorted  by  a  mounted 
body-guard  consisting  of  twenty-four  men,  and 
attended  by  a  few  soldiers  and  Mahe  sepoys,  all 
marching  under  arms  in  military  arraj'.  He  is  then 
to  demand  of  the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George  the 
restitution  of  the  Manilla  ship,  and  of  that  belong- 
ing to  the  Frencli  seized  at  Acheen  by  the  English. 
Failino'  the  restoration  of  these,  he  is  to  declare  war. 
It  is  because  fortune  is  still  favouring  Madras,  that 
the  preparations  for  attacking  it  have  now  been 
delayed.  Owing  to  his  illness,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
is  incapacitated  from  directing  the  attack  in  person  ; 
and  he  will  not  consent  to  delegate  his  authority  to 
another. 

The  object  of  the  Governor  in  detailing  a  body- 
guard to  escort  M.  d'Auteuil  is  to  put  down  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais,  who  has  placed  himself  on  a  footing 
of  equality  with  him,  by  maintaining  a  similar  guard 
of  twentj'-four  troopers.     In   his  opinion  this  will 
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serve    as    a   tacit   announcement  that   the  position      chap. 

which  M.  de  In  Bourdonnais  has  assumed  is  no  more      '  "^  ' 

exalted  than    that  which  has  been  assig-ned  to  M.      ^^^^' 

d' Auteuil,  when  on  his  way  from  Myhipore  to  Madras. 

M.    Dupleix    imagines  that  the   motive   which    has 

actuated  him  to  do  this  is  unknown  to  others,  but  in 

this  belief  he  is  mistaken.     M.   de  la  Bourdonnais  ^vllol,cin^? 

aware  ol 

un(h>rstands  it  well  enough,  and  to  revenge  himself  I','|k'es 
for  the  intended  slio^ht,  not   only   pleads   illness '  as  pieaVoI- 

"  .'      i  delay, 

an  excuse  for    not   settino;  out  on   the  expedition,  aiki objects 

^  ^  to  another 

on  which  the  Governor  has  strono-ly  set  his  heart,  t;!^V',L„ 

"I?     ^  ■'        Ills   |UilCtr, 

but  will  not  consent  to  anj^  other  person  being 
appointed  in  his  stead.  Thus  it  is  clear  that  the 
projects  of  man  will  go  astraj,  unless  Providence 
favours  tliem.     It  is  needless  to   say  that  without  Kemaiks 

"^  on  tlie 

God's  help  man  cannot  succeed  in  his   endeavours.  '*"^'^-'®'"f- 
The  projected  expedition  against  Madras  is  now  in 
abeyance.     It  is  not  possible  to  conjecture  the  future. 
It  is  as  God  may  direct.     Man's  plans  are  as  naught. 

The   Governor  has    ordered  the  disembarkation  Reianciine 

of  troops, 

to-morrow  morning  of  the  sepoys  and  horses.  oldeieti. 

Yesterday,  a   letter   was   despatcbed   to   Nawab  i^*^'/?" 

•    '  i  sent  by 

Anwar-ud-din  Khan.      The  contents  were   a   secret  loNlnvai. 
between  the  Governor,  M.  Delarche,  and  Madananda  i'i»-- 
Pandit.     In  it  the  Governor  applied  in  very  polite 
terms    to     the    Nawiib    for    help.     "  You   know," 
wrote  he,    "  that  we  are  advancing  against  Madras. 
As,    when    you    came    last    year    to  visit    us,  you  Kr^inest* 

_  •'  "^  '    *'  military 

promised  to  lielp  us  with  men,  wc  ask  you  to  send  auaXins 
us  3,000  troopers,  to  help  us  in  attacking  Madras." 
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Chap.     Madanfiiida    Pandit  communicated    this  intelligence 

XXV.       X  ,1 

to  me,  to-day. 

s,.JI,?and  Safurdai/,    27th  Axfjnd  17 h6,  or   loth   Avaul    of 

ilmdea.       Ak^ihaiia. — In    accordance  with   the    orders    of   the 

Governor,  the  Mahe  sepojs,  and  two  native  officers, 

were   landed   this    morning.     The   horses   were  all 

sent  on  shore,  and  the  troopers  also.     M.  d'Auteuil 

directed  that  the  animals  should   be  delivered    to 

Indications   tli^'^1'    owners.     An     Indian    hour    afterwards,    he 

e-xpediuon'^   Countermanded   the    first   order,   and    ordered  that 

they  should  be  stabled.     It  would,  therefore,  appear 

that  the  project  against  Madras  is  being  revived. 

Mfeiingof  Immediately  afterwards,  the  Governor  convened 

Mhici"        a  meetino^  of  the  Council.     Two  Indian  hours  subse- 

JJ.  dela  . 

Bourdon-  queut  to  this,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  summoned. 
at'S."  He  sent  word  that,  owing  to  illness,  he  could  not 
Deputation  attend.  A  deputatlou  of  three  Councillors,  con- 
conncii       sisting   of    M.    d'Espremeuil,    M.   Barthelemy,    and 

waits  upon     t.  »•      n  '' 

himwitii  M.  Bonneau,  v/as  sent  to  him,  with  a  document.  I 
do  not  know  whether  this  paper  was  signed  by 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  in  token  of  his  havino-  read 
it  or  not.      The  Council  continued  sittincr  for  three 

Oil  rot  mil  o 

"sitting        hours  after  the  return  of  the  deputation.     At  1  it 

rose,  and  the  members  went  home.     The  proceedings 

„    ,  ,       of  the  Council  are  at  present  kept  secret :  they  will 

Result  kept  ■"■  ■•  'J 

secret,  i,ut  i^Q-yvever  be  known  in  course  of  time.  That  there 
will  be  war  is  certain  ;  the  details  alone  have  yet  to 
be  ascertained.  As  for  myself,  I  returned  home 
from  the  arecanut  storehouse.  Let  us  await  the 
course  of  everts. 
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The    bisf-bellied   Uravii  MAravanaii,    who    is   the      chap. 

°  *       •  XXV. 

dubash    of     j\!adaino    Dnpleix,    came   to  me  at  my      — 
arecanut  storehouse,  with  five  or   six  coral  beads,  uui.asii 

'  '     ot  Mc. 

and   said  :  "  Madame  Dnpleix   desires  to  purchase  JS'^ 
coral  of  this   description,  and  bade  me  show  these 
samples  to  you.     She  sajs  that  she  will  give  such 
price  for  it  as  you  may  fix.''     I  remarked  to  him:  !<t;itostiiai 
"This  is  thin  coral,  of  chiss  C.     The  value  of  each  ;S,Lo' 
bead  may  be  half  a  i)a"oda."     He  then  said:    "I  amithm 
wdsb    to  speak  to  you  in  private.     AVill  you,  without  fS'l^.v. 
taking   offence,    ije    pleased    to    lend    a   ear    to   my 
words?'*    1  replied  :   "Certainly.     'J'ell  me  wdmtyou 
have  to  say.     Be  as>;ured  that  our  friendship  is  of  a  '^''i**  ,  , 
cordial  character."     Ho  then  requested  me  to  step 
aside  ;  and  when  I  had  done  so,  he  exclaimed  :    "  I 
will   tell   3-0U  all  that  Annapurna  Aiyan  has  done. 
You   must  hear  me  patiently.     The  matter  should 
not  be  divulged  to  others." 

PremisiDf:r  thus,  he  continued  :     "He  offered,  in  f^i«Hsii,at 
the  event  of  the  appointment  of  chief  dubash  being  oiTeie<i  (o 
conterred  upon  mm,   to  pav   tiie  Governor    10,000  tof_;ovc.uor 
rupees,  and  Lis  wife  3,200  ;   and  begged  mo  to  act  as  wntT'"*" 
his  intermediary.     I  then  asked  him  if  he  was  ac-  Jui^-rs'I'- 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  the  duties  of  the  office. 
He  told  me  that  it  was  he  who  had  been  instructing 
Kauakaruya  ^ludali,  that  all  the  Muhammadans  were 
his  friends,  and  that  he  could  prevail  on  them  to  do  his 


bidding.     Believinor  his  statements,  I  communicated   11,^.1  Mr. 

.    .  "  ^  lUmlciX, 

ids  oft'm-  to  tho  Governor's  wife.     She,  however,  said  Ih,  X',.'.'' 
that  she  would  manage  to  secure  the  appointment  for  iiiXr"^' 


1740. 
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Chap.      liim.   itfovii l('(l    he   "would    pav   th<'    GovfiMior  -VOOO 

XX  \' 

jiagodas  and  her  l,oO(».      When  1  acquainted  him  with 
these  conditions,  he  agreed  to  them,  but  said  that  he 
w  i,i.  ii  «rir  must  once  commmiicato  with  her  in  person  ;  and  that 

iigrt'L'il  to 

"f'*^''"    ,       unless  he  coitM  do  tliis  he  wouhl  not  be  satisfied.      I 

personal 

wiolVIr!  thereupon  conducted  Jiini  to  Madame  Dupleix,  who 
tohl  him  all  that  she  had  to  sa\'.  bade  him  bring  the 
monev  in  advance,  and  informed  him  that  unless  the 
amount  was  deposited  with  her,  she  would  not  move 
in    the    matter,      lie   acquiesced,   but   said   to  her: 

That  A.        'There  is  a  rumour  atloat   that  lianga  Pillai  will  be 

Aivaii 

regaTdiHg  a ppoiutod  to  tho  situatlou .  Is  there  any  foundation 
rl'LV.iil'.L'"   for  this,  Madame?'     She  replied:   'I  shall  be  xevy 

diarist,  bur  '' 

I'ETe ''"  g^'Ttl  if  he  gets  it.'  He  then  retired.  1  followed 
"'^  ■''  him,  and  inquired  if  his  action  in  this  matter  was 
That  he       asTreeable  to  \o\\.     He  informed  me  that  it  was  you 

intonued  o  ^  >f 

that'he"'^''  who  had  advised  him  to  try  for  the  appoiidment, 
the  post"     that   rou  had  intimated  to  him  that  the  Governor 

on  .ndvicc  " 

of  diarist.  Q^^Q^  you  10,000  rupeos,  and  promised  that  if  he 
brouofht  the  remainder,  you  would  speak  in  person 
on   his  behalf.     These  plausible  statements  induced 

Andthut      me  to  give  heed  to  him.     I  interested  myself  on  his 

iH'Iiovinir 
thi  ;lie 
(the 
dubash  i 


account,  in  the  full  belief  that  his  application  had 
lladtssi'sted  your  a})proval.  Otherwise  I  would  not  have  done  so 
Aiyan.         for  all   tlio  world.     The  fool  has   sprea.d  the  story 

throughout  the    town.     Had   1  known    his  nature, 

1  would  not  in  any  way  ha  ye  meddled  in  the  affair." 
),i„is  I  replied:      "When     Annapiiriia     Aiyan      first 

matters       soucrht    the    appointment,    he    was    anxious    that 

I  should  have  no  knowledge  of  his  intentions,  and 
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consulted  Guruvappa  Clietti  alone,  whom  lie  begged      chap. 
to    obtain    for    him    from     Kangipati    Vira    Clietti      — ' 
a    loan    of    500    or    ]  ,000    pagodas.     He    told    me.A.uithe' 
privatel}'  what    Annapiirna  Aiyan  had  mentioned  to  J.',',eui'iooi' 
him.     It    was    afterwards    that    Guruvappa  Clietti 
brou2:ht  him  to  me,  and   made    him   tell   me    that 
through  the  intervention  of  IMadame  Dupleix,  it  had 
been  decided  to  confer  the  post  on  him,  and  that  if 
T  would  only  help  him  on  this  occasion  with  2,000    \,„i 

slat.'S  tli:it 

pagodas,  he  would  ever  be  guided  by  mj  ad\ice.     1  j',;',','.^';;''^ 
merely  intimated  to  him  then  that  I  woukl  lend  him  kl'Mio"'"' 
the  sum  which  he  required,  provided  the  appointment  |';,' li'/J"''"" 
was  given  to  him.     This  is  all  that  I  know."  Wiit. 

He  continued:  ''Ho  further  informed  me  that  he  Thoduhash 

mentions 

had  promised   to  propitiate  you  with  1,000  rupees,  lllei'iis^ul.'r' 
and  mentioned  several  other  raattei's.     He  seems  to  A^m':u.^una 

Aiyaii. 

have  told  ]\radanancla  Pandit  that  ho  was  to  o-et  the 
appointment,  and  to  have  requested  that  Tarwudi 
might  be  introduced  to  him,  and  be  told  to  lend 
him  an}'  sum  that  he  might  from  time  to  time 
require.  Madananda  Pandit  appears  to  have  com-  M.iuions, 
municated  this  to  Chinna  IMudali  who,  it  would  seem,  abusive 

language 

abused  Annaptirna  Aijan.     He  however  told  ine  that  m."^!'!!'!!"';,', 
Chinna  Mudali   had  reviled  both  him  and  me.      He  tiies"'^" 
thus    misrepresented    facts    to    the    merchants    and 
everyone  else,  just  as  pleased  him.     You  know  the 
antecedents   of  his  famil}'.     His  de(Mls  are  in  accord 
with  them." 

''  Yon  don't  say  so  ?  "  I  exclaimed. 


248  ANAXDA   RAXOA    PILIAT^   DIARY. 


CuAP.  }Ie  went  on  to  sav  :  "  Tie  addftd  that  your  brother 

XXV.  ' 

— -      had  promised  that  lie  woiUd  lend  liim  2,000  rupees, 
Atu/st.tV*    and  would  endeiivour  to  help  him  with  another  2,000 

Wlliit  ^ 

Annupuinu   ^vlu'cli  tho  cluef    of   tlio   peons   owed   him.     There 

rPK^H'-Hiiif     was  no  end  to  what  ho  has  alle2:ed  in  this  fashion ; 

'''^'■'*'-  but  I  beseech  you  not  to  make  reference  to  this 
matter  either  to  Chinna  i\Iudali,  or  any  one  else." 

.UMnst!'  I  answered  :  "  In  this  world  every  man  says  ten 

thousand  things  to  further  his  own  interests.  Others 
ought  not  to  concern  themselves  with  his  affairs.  As 
long  as  yon  are  in  tho  service  of  ]\radame  Dupleix, 
as  her  dubash,  it  behoves  you  to  communicate  to  her 
faithfully  what  people  ask  you  to.  Why  trouble 
vourself  about  this  ?  " 

riiP.iubasii         lie  remarked  :    "  Tliat  is  true.     You  say  what  is 

meiUious 

uon'wTih^"   I'iglif  •     Madame  Dupleix  asked  me  whether  it  would 
aboiu"'"'^  not  be  desirable  for  her  to  speak  to   you  about  the 

(Iwrist.  ^ 

appointment.  I  told  her  that  if  you  had  cared  for  it 
you  would  have  already  offered  your  services,  that  a 
good  deal  of  your  fortune  which  had  been  invested  in 
foreign  trade  had  been  lost,  that  a  subahdar,  named 
Appaiya  Pillai,  to  whom  you  had  lent  a  very  large 
nuat  lu'  amount,  had  died,  that  in  consequence  of  this  with 
i^ganung'^    tlio  oxcoption  of  a  sum  of  pagodas  1,000  or  1,-jOO — 

the  inonev  ^  J.      'J 

aillrlrr"^  but  a  small  fraction  of  tho  claim — which  through  the 
good  offices  of  the  Deputy  Governor  was  realized  by 
the  sale  of  his  real  estate  and  personal  property,  the 
debt  had  proved  irrecoverable,  that  the  official 
superior  of  Appaiya  Pillai,  who  also  owed  some 
money,  had  betaken  himself  to  Arcot,  that  you  had 
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further  lost  about  a  lakli  of  paofodas  in  business,  and     CHAr. 

XX  v. 
in  other  ways,  that  the  Governor  also  knew  of  some      — ' 

of  the  losses  sustained  by  you  in  commercial  enter- 
prises across  the  sens,  that  your  debt  to  him  as  well 
as  to  the  Company  was  very  large  indeed,  that 
although  your  estate  was  thus  all  but  lost,  you  did 
not  desist  from  squandering  money  on  Brahmans, 
learned  men  and  others,  in  the  shape  of  charities  and 
bounties,  and  that  Heaven  alone  knew  whether  you 
actually  possess  anythino-  or  not.  She  then  asked  she  asks  the 
me  whether  your  brother  had  any  money.  I  replied  :  o?  dtufsrs 
*  He  has  no  concern  in  trade.  He  takes  his  meals 
at  home,   then    o-oes  to  his  house,  which  is  in  this  Dubasii 

_  _  replies. 

quarter  of  the  town,  and  attends  to  his  duties  at 
the  court.  His  case  is  hardly  worth  consideration.' 
She    then  said  :   '  It    seems  that  a  certain   Brahman  asUs  if 

rejiort  tliat 

has    arrived,     and    that    Rangappan    will    receive  sj'^^ny"''^ 


receive 


something    from    him.     Is    this  true  ? '     I  replied  :  some 

money  )s 

'  I  am   not  aware   of  it.'     She  observed  :    '  I  have  ^i'"'- 
heard  a  report  to  that  effect.'     She  then  told  me  to  instructs 

dubnsh  to 

ask  Chinna  Mudali  if  he  was  willing  to  propitiate  her  ^*;|'j,'',^!,''''  ^' 

with  a  suitable  gift  in  the  event  of  her  interesting  ^^"^'"''• 

herself  on  his  behalf.     When  1  informed  him  of  what  Tiiisdone, 

she  had  suergrested,  he  exclaimed  :  '  I  do  not  in  the  least  ^imiaii 

OO  '  pleads  ni- 

aspire  to  the  situation.     I  am  too  weak  to  discharge  andTwv't'ro . 
the  functions  of  the  office,  and  I  am  also  incompetent. 
Besides,  my  means  are  small.'     So   saying,  he  shed 
tears  and  beat  his  head  several  times.     When  I  com-  ^i*'-,  Pupipix 

oi:  luiinng 

municated  this  to  the  lady,  she  exclaimed  :   '  What  on  l.'sus  wi'mt 
earth  does  this  man  do  ?  '     I  replied  :   '  This  is  how  he 
3S  VOL.  II. 


he  does. 
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Chap. 
XXV. 


1746. 
The  diibusli 
frives  an 
sicc'ount  of 
liis  mode  of 
life. 


She  asks 
what  has 
become  of 
the  pro- 
perty of 
diarist. 


The  reply 
of  the 
dubash. 


In  answer] 
to  inquiry 
of  diarist, 
informs 
him  when 
tins  conver- 
sation took 
place. 


And  states 
course 
followed  bv 
Me.  Du- 
pleii  when 
desiring  to 
speak  with 
liim.. 


spends  the  whole  of  his  time ;  save  when  he  is  here. 

As  soon  as  the  sun  sets,  he  goes  to  every  one  of  his 

houses,  and  closes  it.     He  locks  up  the  residence  of 

the  late  Kanakaraya  Mudali,  then  the  house  opposite 

to  it ;  and  he  afterwards  betakes  himself  to  that  in 

front  of  his  own  residence,  and  sits  there,  brooding 

in  the  dark.     He  has  even  turned   the   widow    of 

KanakarS,ya  Mudali  out  of  her  house,  and  made  it 

a  deserted  building,  unlit  by  even  a  lantern.'     She 

exclaimed  :     '  Indeed  ? '    and    then    asked    '  What 

has   become  of  all  the  property  of  Rangappan.'     I 

said :  *  Every  one  says  that  you  have  with  you  five 

or  ten  lakhs  of  pagodas.     Is  it  true  ?  '     She  replied  : 

'  It  is  a  lie.'     On  this  I  remarked  :    '  This  is  the  way 

with   common  reports.     One    cannot   believe   them. 

The  owner  alone  knows  what  his  property  amounts 
to.'" 

All  that  he  said  on  this  occasion  would  occupy 
at  least  twenty  pages.  I  have  however  recorded 
above  such  points  as  I  considered  worthy  of  note. 
I  asked  him  when  this  conversation  had  taken  place. 
He  replied:  "Three  days  ago.  AYhenever  she  has 
anything  to  say  to  me  in  private,  it  is  customary  for 
her  to  sup  that  night  in  her  own  room,  and  not  at 
the  same  table  with  her  husband ;  and  to  talk  to 
me  then.  The  conversation  accordingly  took  place 
when  she  was  at  supper,  on  the  fourth  day  from 
this."  "Indeed?  "  quoth  I.  He  then  added  :  "  I 
acquainted  your  brother  with  what  I  had  heard  con- 
cerning his  alleged  promises  to  Annapiirna  Aiyan. 
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He  replied  :    '  I  really  know  nothing;  of  the  matter.      Chap. 

^  .  -^  ^  .  XXV. 

Annap^rna  Aiyan  once  begged  me  to  lend  him  1,000      — 
rupees.     I  said  that   [   could  not.      He  then  asked  Dubasu 

•^  continues 

me  to  recover  the  amount  which  the  chief  of  the  peons  ^o^*"^- 
owed  me,  and  hand  that  over  to  him.     I  told  him 
to  speak  to  that  individual  himself.'  " 

Narayaua  Pillai  once  more  made  the  request  that  ^vnd  pj-esses 

'^       ■  ■  ■  -^  diarist  not 

I  would  not  refer  to  this  subject  in  conversation,  jfiewne?-'* 
either  with  Chinna  Mudali,  or  before  a  gathering  of  anyone, 
three  or  four  persons.  1  replied  :  "  What  is  therein 
it  that  you  should  be  afraid  ?  You  only  mention  what 
others  have  tcld  you.  I  do  not  see  anything  repre- 
hensible in  your  conduct."  He  felt  happy,  and 
departed  pleased  with  what  I  had  said. 

This  man  Nar^yana  Pillai  is  a  native  of  Tranque-  Remarks 

t^       •  ■  •  1  with  regard 


bar ;    very    deep  and    cunning.      Peculation   is    the  lei^'eu-i'^^o 

1  •  ,  ,.  .  Ill-  ,•  rr*  ■  the  dubash. 

clommant  motive  m  all  his  actions.  His  experience 
is  mostly  limited  to  carrying  off  the  fragments 
that  remahi  from  others'  meals,  and  he  has  but 
little  knowledge  of  the  functions  of  a  dubash;  for 
a  man  of  that  class  ought  to  be  sagacious  enough 
to  see  what  is  feasible,  and  wliat  not,  and  what 
will  succeed  or  fail ;  he  must,  too,  have  some 
knowledge  of  character,  and  be  able  to  distinguish  ohscrva- 

tions  ro- 

a  man  of  integrity  from  a  rogue,  and  a  deserving  J^j^'!"fj 
from  an   undeserving  person.     The  wisdom  of   the  Aiyl^l'."""' 
attempts  of  Annap^riia  Aiyan  to  secure  the  appoint- 
ment, and  the  value  of  the  services  of  Narayana  Pillai 
as  dubash,  are  on  a  ]3ar.      But  who  can  penetratn 
the  mighty  workings  of  the  all-powerful  God.     It 
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v.'iiAP.     was  but  meet  that  AnnapAnia  Aiyan,  who  aimed  at 

attaining  a   thing  which  was   beyond  his  capacity, 

should  have  as  a  go-between  an  individual  of  the 
stamp  of  Narayaiia  Pillai,  whose  profession  is  to  clear 
the  refuse  from  dishes.     But  the  brains  of  the  wife 


And  refer-     of  the  Govomor  havo  proved  far  superior  to  theirs  ! 

^ipertorit  •  ^^^  behove  me  to  dwell  much  on  this  subject. 

MuDui.ieix.  But  there  is  enough  to  enable  the  thoughtful  to 
appreciate  her  character.  I  therefore  refrain  from 
writing  more  with  respect  to  this  matter. 

M.  cie  la  In  the  afternoon,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais.who  was  ill 

olJimkanii"  with  fevcr  and  ague,  and  with  whom  the  sea-breeze 

lor  chaugc  , 

of  air.  and  the  w^ater  here  do  not  agree,  went  to  M.  Paradis' 
gardens  at  Ozhukarai,  in  order  to  obtain  a  change 
of  air.  He  will  remain  there  until  he  recovers. 
Supplies  will  be  sent  to  him  from  this. 

Departure  Sliiulai',     28th    AuQUSt     17  If  6,     01'     16th     AvOMi     of 

of  the  "^  ^  '  •  ^ 

squadron.  Ahskai/a.^ThAS,  morning,  the  eight  men-of-war 
weighed  anchor,  and  set  sail.  We  know  that  the 
enterprise  against  Madras  has,  for  the  time  being, 

wSirsS  been  abandoned.  The  object  of  this  expedition  is  to 
scour  the  sea  between  Madras  and  Negapatam  until 
the  setting  in  of  the  monsoon,  and  attack  any 
English  ships  that  may  be  sighted.  The  fleet  will 
then,  it  appears,  sail  for  Mascareigne.  I  have  written 
what  rumour  says. 

Dijirist  Monday,   29th   August  171^6,   or   17th   Irani  of 

meets  ''  '^  '  •  -^ 

aLDesma-  Alishaija. — This  morning  I  was  on  my  way  to  the 
Governor's  house  to  inform  him  of  the  particulars  of 
Suga  Sing's  suit,  when  I  encountered  M.  Desmar^ts. 


XXV 

17-10. 
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He  saluted  me,  and  asked  where  the  people  who  had      Cha^p. 
come  from  the  interior  to  buy  clocks  were.     I  replied 
that  they  had  gone  to  Vellore,  and  that  I  would  let 
him  know  as  soon  as  I  heard  from  them. 

He  next  inquired  if  I  knew  why  the  expedition  who  asks 

^  ^1  him  if  he 

against  Madras  had  been  abandoned.     I   answered  px\',eci'inon 
that  1  was  not  acquainted  with  the  full  particulai'S  jlX-.s 

was  aUan- 

of  the  matter.  Upon  this  he  said:  "Then,  hear  f,°";;'^=""* 
me.  The  Governor,  as  you  know,  had  so  arranged  explain! 
matters  that  the  ships  should  arrive  at  Pondichery 
during  the  night,  take  on  board  all  that  was  neces- 
sary, and  then  proceed  to  Madras,  which  was  to  be 
attacked  by  both  sea  and  land.  When  M.  do  la 
Bourdonnais  was  asked  to  set  sail  by  night,  he 
refused,  on  the  plea  of  illness,  and  said  that  he 
wished  to  consult  the  Governor  on  certain  points. 
He  accordingly  landed,  and  proceeded  in  a 
closed  palancjuin  to  the  Governor's  house.  The 
followinor  conversation   ensued  between  them.     The  <''y'^'''•- 

c5  tails  (il  coii- 

Governor  asked  why  the  expedition  against  Madras  bcuveeiT 

riovcninv 

had  been  delayed.     M.  d(i  1a  Bourdonnais  replied:  ••"uim. ar 
*The  orders  which   I  have  received  from   the  Com- 
pany, and  from  the  Government,  are  that  I  should 
attack  the   Eno-lish  ships  wherever  I  mio^lit  fall  in    '-'t'^'- 

O  1  .-1  I'I'fuS"  S   111 

with  them  at  sea.     My  instructions  do  iiot  extend  to  "ua^u 

r>i*  1  IIP  11  withoul 

risrhtinpr  on  shore.      I   th(H-erore  cannot  undertak(^  a  "litten 

"  o  Older  ol 

land  attack.     Tf  you  desir*?  me  to  do  so,  (  will  ;  b\it  '"""'''• 
I  must  first   have  fho  written  order  of  join-  Council 
to  that  effect.'     '  Was  it  not  at  your  desir(\  expressed 
in  writing,'  the  Governor  exclaimed,  '  that  1  made 


iiKikc  a  laiiil 
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Chap. 
XXV. 


1746. 


■VVhiih 

being 

suiiiinoiiRiI 

refuses  to 

assume 

any  respoii- 

sibilitv. 


M.  (Ic  la 
Bourdon- 
nais  refuses 
to  assent  to 
appoint- 
ment of  'SI. 
Paradis 
ill  his  stead. 


Qiiarrel  in 
Council 
between 
him  and 
Governor. 


Diarist 
asks  if 
former  was 
not  bound 
to  follow 
the  advice 
of  the 
Council. 


M .  Desnia- 
rets  replies 
in  negative, 
and  that 
M.  Dupleix 
has  no 
authority 
over  him. 


all  these  preparations  for  the  expedition  ?  I  cannot 
understand  why  you  now  demand  the  Council's 
orders.'  High  words  then  ensued  between  them. 
The  Councillors  were  next  summoned,  but  they 
declined  all  responsibility,  stating  that  the  Governor 
and  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  had  not  consulted  them 
when  they  first  planned  the  undertaking.  The 
whole  amount  expended  up  to  the  present  on  this 
may,  perhaps,  have  to  be  borne  by  the  Governor 
himself.  It  is  not  known  how  it  will  end. 
M.  Dupleix  tried  very  hard  to  have  M.  Paradis 
appointed  commander,  in  the  place  of  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais,  who  is  now  ill ;  but  the  latter  would  not 
assent  to  this.  Hot  words  have,  it  appears,  passed 
between  Madame  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  Madame 
d'Auteuil ;  and  these  mutual  recriminations  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  quarrel  between  M.  Dupleix 
and  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  who  openly  fell  out  in  the 
Council,  and  abused  each  other  freely.  .  As  fortune 
has  not  yet  deserted  Madras,  the  difference  between 
these  two  has  helped  to  save  it  for  the  present." 

I  asked  M.  Desmarets  whether  the  orders  given  to 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  did  not  bind  him  to  follow  the 
advice  of  the  Council  at  Pondichery.  M.  Desmarets 
replied:  "The  Government  have  given  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  discretionary  power  in  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  and  have  directed  M.  Dupleix  to  provide  him 
with  all  the  supplies  required  by  him.  Hence,  M. 
Dupleix  has  no  authority  to  direct  his  movements, 
and  the  plans  of  the  Governor   to  capture  Madras 
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have  fallen  through.  If  the  English  at  Madras  Chap. 
should  now  provoke  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  — 
French  will  of  course  proceed  to  attack  it,   but  as  And  le- 

"  r  '  marks 

matters  stand,  the  project  of  M.  Dupleix  to  seize  [Ijoject" 
Madras,    and    become    its    Governor,    must   end   in  Madms  has 

'  conse- 

failure.     The  seven  ships  which  arrived  from  France  Spied. 
have  sailed  for  Bombay,  to  operate  against  it." 

After   M.    Desmarets   left   me,   I   went   to    the 
Governor's  house,  where  I  was  met  at  the  ffate  by  .viiegesthat 

°  "^      Heet  has 

his  nephew,  M.  de  Kerjean,  who  saluted  me  very  ^^tlfcV'' 
courteously,  and  said:  "  Hangappa,  when  will  the  jj."^!;^^'' 
Governor  appoint  you  courtier  ?  "     I   replied  :     "I  de'^KSan 

rr-  J  i  who  asks 

know  nothing  about  it.     The  whole  town,  however,  ^^'j^'^f 
talks  about  my  appointment.       The  Governor,  him-  com-lfor!^ 
self,   remains   reticent    on  the   subject.     You  have 
mentioned  it  to  me  on   many  previous  occasions." 
He  answered  :    "  When  the   contract  is  offered  to 
you,  you  will  first  be  appointed  courtier."     "  How 
do  you  know  this  ?  "  I  asked  him.     He  replied  :   '*  I 
was  talkino;  to  M.  Legou  yesterday.     I  asked  him  M.de 
why  the  post  of  Company's  courtier  was  not  filled  up  '(.'onversa- 
and,  at  the  same  time,  observed  that  it  was  highly  yrLepou. 
desirable  that  it  should  be.     He  replied  that  a  man 
of   capacity  could  not  be  found  for    the    place.     I 
asked  him  how  the  work  of  the  Company  was  to 
fare    in   the   meanwhile.     He  answered  that  there 
undoubtedly  existed  a  man  fit  for  the   office,  and 
that  he  would  appear  at  the  proper  time.     I  inquired 
of  him  whether  a  better  man  than  yourself  could  be 
found.     He  said  that  there  was  none.     I  then  asked 
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CiiAP.     him    if    you    would    be    appointed.     On     this    he 
—      remarked  that  it  was  the  likeliest  thins:  to  happen." 

1746.  .  "  ^^ 

An<i;issm-.s  "iNow,  continued  M.  de  Keriean,  "the  seven 
i'pimm'ir'i.  ships  fitted  out  for  the  expedition  against  Bombay 
will  attack  it  on  St.  Louis'  day,  and  return  to 
Pondicliery  fifteen  days  hence.  When  they  arrive, 
the  contract  will  be  offered  to  you,  and  you  will 
also  be  made  courtier."  I  asked  him  whether  the 
RemMrks      priosts   of  the  church  of  St.   Paul    would   ao^ree   to 

of  M.  (If  ^  o 

dkrist-s"^"  t-he  appointment  of  a  Tamilian.  He  replied  :  "  In 
thopnc.ii    what  way  does  it  coocern  them  ?     Their  words  are 

of  St.  Puul  -^ 

lo'Jh'is'""^  exactly  like  the  cackling  of  ducks  in  a  pond.  I 
do  not  comprehend  the  value  which  you  attach  to 
their  influence.  These  are  not  the  days  of  yore." 
Having  thus  spoken,  he  saluted  me,  and  departed. 

Diarist  I  went  to  the  courtyard  where  the  Governor  was, 

pays  his  "^ 

Governor"  ^-^^'^  liaviug  paid  my  respects,  stepped  out  into  the 
outside.'  *"  verandah  where  a  sentinel  stood  guard,  and,  taking 
Is  later        a  Seat  there,  was  engaged  in  conversation  with  Chinna 

on  called  in.  •  /^  ^ 

Mudali.  The  Governor  then  sent  for  me,  and  I 
now  proceed  to  relate  in  detail  what  passed  between 
him  and  me. 

He  walked  forward  as  far  as  the  sentinel's  post, 
and  addressing   me  as  "   Ranga   Pillai,"   said  :     . 

Departure  IVediie.-^ilai/ ,  old   AiKjiLst  171+6,  or  19th  Avani  of 

of  Madame  _,.,   .  .  tip  j       /»        at      i 

Dui.ieixfor    Aki^ha/m. — This    morning  at    halt-past   o,    Madame 

Arivaukup-  ■'  o  a. 

pam.  Dupleix,  accom^.anied  by   the  usual  music  of  tom- 

•  Blank  in  the  original.     What  it  was  intended  to   record  must  have 
been  something  long,  a«  there  are  6f  blank  pages. 
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toms    and  cymbals,  set   out   for  Arijankuppam  to      chap. 

attend  the  festival.     She  has   gone  there  with  the 

object  of  staying  for  the  nine  days  during  which  it 
lasts.  She  was  escorted  by  the  chief  of  the  peons, 
and  fifty  sepoys.  The  former  has  returned,  but  the 
latter  remain  in  attendance  on  her. 

This  evening:  at  6,  T  purchased  at  the  fort,  from  Diarist 

~  ^  puroliasesf 

M.  Cornet,  ninety-five  bales  of  inferior  broad-cloth  fe'^h^'"'"'^ 
called  "  second  sort,  fine,"  each  bale  consisting 
of  ten  rolls  ;  five  of  which  were  red,  and  the  others 
ofreen.  I  caused  the  transaction  to  be  entered 
against  the  (Tovernor,  and  promised  to  adjust  pay- 
ment for  the  same  in  my  accounts  with  him. 
Yesterday,  also,  T  bought  a  bale.  The  aggregate 
number  of  yards  in  these  960  rolls  was  1 5,381  f 
which,  at  the  rate  of  a  pagoda  and-a-quarter  a  yard,  vaiuoot 

this. 

amounted  in  value  to  pagodas  (19,227,  fanams  4  and 
cash  32)  nineteen-thousand  two  hundred,  and  twenty- 
seven,  and  fanams  four  and-a-half.  At  the  instance 
of  M,  Cornet,  I  handed  a  note  to  him  acknowledging  m.  cor.ui 

requires  a 

receipt  of  goods  to  the  value  mentioned  above,  and  JJ'iarSs/ami" 

stipulating  to  pay  the  money  within  six  months,  at  {J'o' in'sTx  ** 

the  exchange  of  Rs.  320  for  100  pagodas.     But  as 

I  have  to  make  good  this  debt  to  the  Governor,  it 

was  neither  necessary  for  me  to  write  the  note  to 

M.  Cornet,  nor  need  he  have  made  an  entry  against 

me  in  the  accounts.     A  receipt  from  me  of  this  kind 

was  unnecessary,   as   the    Governor   has   taken   the  Remuik 

on  this 

broad-cloth  from  the  Company ;  and  as  he  has  lent  ^"''je''- 
money  to  it,  he  debits  the  value  against  the  interest 
33  VOL.  1 1 . 
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Ghap.     on  his  loan,  allowino;  it  to  be  deducted  at  the  rate 

XXV. 

. '      oi    1    per  cent,  for   six  months    upon  the   amount. 

'  '■  M.  Cornet  has  to  charge  the  bill  to  the  Governor, 
and  must  therefore  make  over  the  acknowledgment 
to  him.  He  may  possibly  bid  M.  Cornet  transfer  it 
to  me,  and  inform  him  at  the  same  time  that  he  will 
adjust  the  debt  with  me  in  my  accounts.  lu  this 
case,  the  receipt  will  be  returned  to  me.  At  all 
events,  it  is  clear  that  M.  Cornet  will  not  retain  it. 
\vhat:\[.      What  he  misfht  have   done  was  to  obtain  and  hand 


Oonu-i 


C 


."w."''""'  over  to  the  Governor,  in  my  handwritino,  a  list 
of  the  different  kinds  of  broad-cloth  delivered  to  me, 
the  number  of  bales  and  rolls  of  which  it  was 
composed,  and  the  total  number  of  jards  which 
they  contained.  This  would  be  of  service  when  the 
Governor  and  I  came  to  adjust  accounts,  as  it 
would  be  a  voucher  showing  how  much  was  delivered 
to  me  on  his  behalf.  The  receipt  should  have  been 
couched  in  these  terms.  M.  Cornet  having,  on  the 
other  hand,  made  out  one  in  his  own  name,  the  effect 
of  it  is    doubtful.     I  have  therefore  recorded  this 

Reasons      trausaction  in  detail.     The  acknowledgment  which 

why  >liarist 

in  .imlr''"  1  liave  now  furnished  to  M.  Cornet,  and  any  other 
mattpi.        that  I  mav  hereafter  be  required  to  give  in  super- 
session   of   that   existing,  will  be   found  copied  in 
the  register  in  which  ni}'  letters  to  Europeans  are 
recorded. 

As  I  have  employed  Papi  Chetti  and  JMuttaiya 
Pillai  as  ray  agents  in  the  trading  transactions  which 
I  used   to  carry   on  through  Ariyappa  Mudali,   the 
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latter  has  foi-  the  last  six  or  seven  days  been  treatinof      (^  itAH. 

"         KXV 

with  my  brother  regarding  the  matter,  and  solicitiDo-      ^ '.' 

his  intervention.     He  consequently  sent  word  to  me  An.vapiia 
throuorh  Gropalaswami,  and  Sitara-ma  Sastri  the  astro-  l;''^'"" 

~  J^  '  been  siiper- 

loger  from  the  south,  representing  that  it  would  be  a^vutor 

well   to   transact  business  throuo;h  the   medium   of  ippi'ii'ciies 

Ariyappa  Mudali,  and  that  he  would  attend  to  the  su'iieH." 

concern  jointly  with  him;  just  as  though  he  woidd  ^y/Xa 

retire  to    the   banks   of  the    Cauvery  in   the  brown  ciiadsr.    " 

garb    of   a  monk  if  matters  were  not  so  arranged. 

I  sent,  couched  in  conciliatory  language,  a  suitable  Theieiiiy 

reply,  to  tlie  effect  that  1  would  again  avail  myself 

of  the  agency  of  Ariyappa  Mudali,  after  his  accounts 

had  been  settled.     He  owes  his  position  entirely  to 

me:  I  caused  him  to  be  regarded  as   a   person  of  neiuark. of 

consequence.       In  return   for    my  services,    he  has  "Pon<o„. 

treated   me  ill.     Although  conscious  of  this,  he  has  jlvKhiiT''"" 

had   no  compunction  in  addressing  me  through  my 

brother,    with  a   view   to   j-egaining   my  friendship, 

and  restoration  to  his  former  position.      If  it  be  true 

that  such  a  being  as  Clod  exists  in   this  world,  He 

will    visit   bim   with   adequate  punishment   tor    his 

treachery.     For  my  part,    1   am  determined  not  to 

have  any  more  of  his  friendship,  or  to  take  him  as   He  cietei- 

mv  associate  in  trade;  though   1  cannot  vouch  for   illmVnon,. 

•'  iiitr  mori-  In 

what  may  happen   in    my   next   birth.     This  is  my  jj;;;;'^'' 
present  resolution.      Hut  what  the  divine  will  may 
be,  1  cannot  say. 

Thurtidaii,  l.^t  Sepieinher  171^6,  <>r  20ili   Acani   of 
J./^■*Aa//'^-- Chinna  Mudali  came  to  me  this  morning. 
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Chai'.  and     communicated      the     folio  wiiior     information. 

XXV 

'  Ma<lui-ana,yagam,    the    pastor  of   the   church   of  St, 

chnma'  Paul    at    Mjlapore,   sent   a   letter   on  palmyra   leaf 

it.timau>  to  him,  which  he  yesterday  interpreted  to  the  Grov- 

Ai!vhM/oiv''  ernor.     The   contents   were  as   follows.     The  eight 

whicli  lie  . 

lo'fim'^Jr.''  •^Jh.ips  ^^  w^t*-''  which  sailed  from  Pondichery  arrived 
^°^'  at  Madras  last  Monday,  at  8  in  the  morning,  and 
itiepoits  tired  a  broadside  at  a  country  sloop  and  an  English 
sjuadroii  ^^^V  which  were  lying  in  the  roadstead.  There- 
at Madm"^'  upon  the  artillery  in  the  fort  and  the  guns  of 
two  ships  were  turned  upon  them.  The  tiring  was 
And  lis  continued  until   10,  when  the  squadron  moved  oft' 

subse(iueiil 


rutire- 
luent. 


to  Mylapore,  then  put  to  sea,  and  disappeared  from 
sight.* 

Twenty-five  of  those  on  board  the  ships  lying 
in  the  roads  were  killed  in  the  action,  and  their 
bodies  were  interred  on  shore.  Amongst  the  fallen, 
were  ten  Englishmen,  the  remaining  fifteen  being 
lascars  and  members  of  the  native  crew.  One  of 
Uamagf  ^^^  ^^ot  fired  by  the  French  fell  at  Nariyankddu,t 
and  another  struck  the  upper  storey  of  an  English- 
man's house,  smashing  the  glass  doors,  crockery, 
etc.  The  letter  further  stated  that  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Morse,  the  Governor  of  Madras,  had  since  removed 
to    Mylapore,    and   that   the   English    ships   which 


*  For  a  hitherto  unpublished  account  of  this,  see  appendix. 

I  This  is  the  native  quarter  to  the  south-west  of  Chintadripet.  hi 
Madras.  It  is  about  a  mile  and-a-half  in  a  direct  line  from  the  sea  wall  of 
the  fort. 
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had  been  attacked  by  the  French  were  fast  filling     Chap. 

•^  "        XXV. 

with  water. 


1746. 

Chinua  Mudali  told  me  that  when  he  interpreted  chinna 


this  narrative  to    the  Governor,    he   cast   his  eyes  ^lescribe 


iiiger 

of  Governor 


upwards,    bit    his  lips,   and    inveighed   against    the  on  hearing 
French  ships  for  retiring  without  following  up  their 
success.     He   then  handed  the  palmyra-leaf  letter  Audiiauds 

the  letter 

to  me.     I  read  it,  and  found  the  contents  to  be  as  '^f^i.l\° 
stated  above. 

This  morninsT,  the  Governor  went  to  Ozhukarai  Governor 

*-'  passes 

to  see  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais.     He  passed   by  the  Sfierj 
distillery ;  and  perceiving  him,  I  made  my  obeisance,  jvay  to 
As    he    went   along,    he   cast  a   look    towards    the 
distillery,  the  palanquin,  and  the  torches.     As  he  was 
proceeding  through  the  Palla  Street,  Chinna  Mudali  ^/"""g 
met  him.     Behind   him   came   the    peon    who    had  Governor. 
brought  the  letter  from    the  Nawab  to   the  Gov- 
ernor  asking   for  a  decision   in    Suga  Sing's   suit, 
and  his  recall.     Whether  this  man  was  instigated  by 
Chinna  Mudali  and  Madananda  Pandit,  or  by  Suga 
Sing  himself,  I  do  not  know,  but,  after  saluting  the 
Governor,  he  cried  aloud.     The  Governor  beckoned  Governor 

sends  him 

Chinna  Mudali  to  him,  and  directed  him  to  tell  me  Hsttidit' 
to  expedite  the  finding  in  Suga  Sing's  suit.  ot'suga^"' 

Chinna    Mudali    came    to    me    at    the    arecanut 
storehouse,  and  delivered  the  message  with  which   iie  delivers 

1111  1  11  1        /- 1  '''^  mess- 

he   had  been  charged  by  the  Governor.     1  told  him  *«^"- 

that  the  case  had  been  disposed  of,  and  that  I  had 

not  as  yet  found  a  fitting  opportunity  to  apprise  the 

Governor  of  the  fact.     I  asked  him  whether  this 


2t)2 
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Governor 
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for3[.U. 

Paradis  and 

Barthe- 

lemy. 
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rapid  ssuc- 
cessiou 
various  con- 
veyances 
to  be  made 
ready. 


was  not  known  to  liim  also,  and  then  desired  him  to 
address  a  letter  to  the  Nawab  informing  him  that 
the  suit  had  been  decided,  and  that  the  peon  was 
therefore  being  sent  back.  He  told  me  that  Siiga 
Sin"-  should  also  cro.  1  said  that  there  was  no 
objection  to  his  doing  so.  We  next  seated  ourselves 
on  the  street  pial,  and  he  communicated  to  me  the 
particulars — as  related  in  another  place — contained 
in  a  palm)ra-leaf  letter,  of  the  arrival  of  the  French 
ships  at  Madras,  and  of  the  fighting  that  took  place 
there. 

1  surmise  that  the  object  of  the  Governor  in 
paying  a  visit  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  to  concert 
measures  with  him  to  expedite  the  attack  on  Madras. 
I  am  strengthened  in  my  conjecture  bj  the  fact 
that,  when  he  heard  the  news  from  Madras,  the 
Governor  rolled  his  eyes  upward,  bit  his  lips,  and 
asked  why  the  French  had  not  followed  up  their 
victory.     Everything  will  be  known  in  due  season. 

When  the  Governor  was  returning  from  his  visit 
to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  at  half-past  10,  he  again 
glanced  at  my  distillery,  palanquin,  and  torches. 
On  reaching  his  house,  he  sent  for  MM.  Paradis  and 
Barthelemy,  and  ordered  his  coach  and  six  to  be 
made  ready.  When  it  was  intimated  to  him  that 
the  horses  had  been  sent  lo  A  riymikuppam,  he 
directed  the  palanquin  to  be  brought,  with  fonr  of 
my  palanquin  bearers.  He  then  counternaanded 
this  order,  and  gave  instructions  that  the  one-horse 
carriage  should  be  brought  round,  and  he   desired 
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MM.  Paradis  and  Barthelemv  to  precede  him  in  this.  chap. 
Before  another  conversance  for  his  use  could  arrive,  — 
he  commenced  to  bluster  and  swear,  and  despatched  His  anger 

;it  delay. 

some  twenty  or  thirty   persons,  one  after  another,  tJ^-^fi^^'j^'e 
to   fetch   it.      At    last  it    arrivf^d  ;    ho    i>'ot   \u,  anfl  Anyan. 

*■  kiippani. 

at  half-past  11,  drove  awny  to  Ariyankuppani,  to 
his  wife. 

The  Governor  being  absent  for  the  rest  of  this 
day,  there  is  nothing  more  of  consequence  to  relate. 

I    received,  this  evenino^,  a  letter  written    from  oiaiist 

'  '='  receives 

Madras  by  'l^irumalai   Pillai,  the   son  of  my  father's  ^f^Sg 
elder   brother,  announciuo'  the  proposed  celebration  house'crfa 

c^  i-         i-  consin. 

of  the  marriao'e,  at  about  live  Indian  hours  after 
sunset  on  Wednesda}-,  26th  Avani  of  Akshaya  [7tli 
September  ir4(il  of  liis  son  \'enkatachalam.  In  lorwarcts 
return  I  sent  &  reply  forwarding  a  draft  upon  Bala  lo^ards 
Muttu  Chetti  of  Saidapet,  a  broker  in  cloths,  for  oO 
pagodas,  as  my  contribution  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  wedding. 

Friddii,  2 lid  September  17 h6,  or  21^1  Avani  of  EufiUsh 
Akshai/a. — An  examination  of  the  Knglish  broad-  ^JS'" 
cloth  in  the  storehouse  at  the  fort,  disclosed  that  this  iiamagea  i.v 

insoets. 

article  was  beg-innine'  to  be  attacked  b^  insects. 
Negflect  for  another  two  months  would  have  resulted 
in  the  whole  of  the  stuff  beincr  destroved.  Thank 
God,  the  inspection  now  made  lias  savcil  it.  Only 
a  few  bales — about  five  or  six  in  number — have 
been  injured.  There  were  about  sevent«M!n  which 
appeared  to  be  in  a  sound  (condition.  We  took  all 
these,  as  also  six  selected  from  such  as  were  torn  or 
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otherwise  damaged  in  packing  or  during  transit,  and 
another  .six  from  amongst  those  that  were  moth- 
eaten,  damp,  and  shrunken.  We  thus  received  in 
all  tweutj-nine  bales,  and  one  roll;  each  bale  con- 
sisting of  six  rolls — two  of  lac  colour,  two  of  orange 
and  two  green.  This  year,  a " consignment  of  thin 
broad-cloth,  known  as  '  Mocha '  *  stuff  to  the  natives, 
and  '  Londrin '  to  the  Europeans,  was  received. 
Each  bale  of  this  consisted  of  five  rolls  of  crimson 
and  five  of  green.  As  ten  of  the  bales  have  to  be 
forwarded  to  Chandernagore,  broad-cloth  coloured 
white,  yellow,  and  scarlet,  was  not  received  on  this 
occasion.  M.  Cornet  gave  us  also  100  bales  of  the 
green ;  ninetj^-six  in  one  lot,  and  the  remaining 
four  in  another.  Fort  Subbaiyan  has  informed  me 
that  M.  Cornet  said  that  he  would  charge  a  pagoda 
and-a-half  a  yard  for  this  sort. 

Whilst  I  was  in  the  fort,  M.  de  la  Bourdon nais 
sent  a  letter  to  one  M.  de  Fontbrune,  the  contents 
of  which  were  as  follows :  "  Yesterday,  as  our 
squadron  of  eight  sail  was  on  its  way  from  Marh\as 
and  was  passing  close  to  Covelong,  it  met  an  English 
ship  and  a  sloop  returning  from  a  voyage  to 
Bencoolen.  The  squadron  captured  both.  You  will 
see  them  the  day  after  to-morrow.  In  the  ship 
there  are  two  young  elephants,  three  horses  from 


*  This  was  Kiiglish  broad-cloth,  nnd  was  called  Mocha  by  the  aativee  ; 
as  long  before  it  became  an  article  of  regular  trade  it  liad  found  its  way 
to  Mocha,  whence  the  Arab  traders  brought  it  further  ensi.  When  the 
French  came  to  deal  in  it  they  gave  it  the  name  of  "  Londrin.' 
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Aclieen,  sulphur,  frankincense,    lead,  some   opium,      ^"Af. 
ffold,   and    similar   articles.     You  have  never  seen       — 

^  .  1746. 

elephants.      You    can  examine    these    animals,    the 
Acheen  horses,  and  the  gold,  which  is  the  produce 
of   that    country."      He    read    this    letter    in    the 
presence  of  M.  Legou,  M.  Dulaurens,  and  M.  Miran.  younK 
The   younff  M.    Miran,  who    was  also  present  and  ''earing the 

'-'<=>  r  news 

read   the  letter,  hurried  to  the   shop  in  the  cloth  ShT 
market,    where    MM.     Cornet,    Duplan,   Duplessis    market  to 

'  '  1  ^  r  J    tell  others. 

Panon,  Plaisanes  who  commands  the  soldiers,  and  I, 
were  engaged  in  the  inspection  of  bales  of  broad- 
cloth, and  taking  off  his  hat,  exultantly  repeated 
to  everyone  the  contents  of  the  letter,  as  recorded 
above.     I  remarked   to  him   that  if  elephants  and  Dinrist 

opines  that 

horses   formed  part  of  the  cargo,   the  ship  was  not  f^^]l'^°^ 


om 
Beucoolep, 


likely  to  have  come  from  Bencoolen,  and  said  that  I 
thought  that  she  must  have  visited  places  such  as 
Queda,  Acheen,  and  Perak. 

All    those    present    said   that    my    opinion    was  Towhom 
correct.     It  was   reported  that  the    ship  belonged  beioner. 
to  Messrs.  Morse  and  Monson. 

The   Governor  and  M.   Paradis  went  to   Ozhu-  Governor 
karai   m  a  carriao-e   drawn    by  six   horses   to    visit  P-iadis 

^  •■'  visit  M.  de 

M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  returned  by  10  in  the  llonnMis". 
morning. 

This  is  what  M.  Miran  told  me  : —  m.  jiinin 

One  M.  de  Louche  had  a  fio^ht  with  two  Eno-lish  niat'M.  .le 

^  ^  Louche 

ships  on  their  way  to   Bombay,  and  captured  one  Klfgiuh ' "'' 
of  them.     He  left  his  own  sloop  at  Mahe,  and  was 
about  to  proceed  to  Chandernagore,  on   board  the 
34  VOL.  II. 
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Chap,      pi'izt^.     Tliose  at  Mahe  said  to  him  :    "  Seven  ships 

^^^'      are    coming    from    France ;     you    can    accompany 

^'^*^-      them ;    it  is   not  advisable  for  you  to  start  alone ; 

there    are    Englisli  hanging  about,    do    not  go    by 

yourself."     His  ill  fortune  would  not  permit  him  to 

coutiiiry to  liston  to  tliolr  advice,  or  to  stay.     He  replied:  "If 

advioe 

fn'thepri'-'.''   '^^7  ^"^^^'^  was  uot  good,  would  it  be  likely  that  this 
ofoXi'      prize  would  have   fallen  into  my  hands?     Perhaps 

c'iipturi'3. 

I  may  capture  some  more."  So  sajdng,  he  set  out. 
He  is  taken  Wliou  uoar  Triucomalec,  he  was  fallen  in  with  by 
English,       the  Eno-lish,  and  was  caug-ht  as  it  were  in  a  tigrer's 

and  earric  I  o  »  o  O 

wm?hTs       mouth.     They  seized  him  and  his  ship,  and  landed 
Madras.       him  at  Madras.     Twenty-five  Coffres  from  IMasca- 

reigne  were  taken  along  with  him,  aud  they,  too,  are 

at  Madras. 

Some  two  or  tliree  days  ago,  the  Governor  also 

communicated  similar  news. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

FR03f  SEPTmiER  3RD,  171^6,  TO  SEPTEMBER 

IITII,  17If6. 

Governor  and  M.  Paradis  again  visit  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais— Former  supa 
with  bis  wife  at  Ariyankuppam,  and  returns  home — Diarist  submits 
to  Governor  decision  in  a  certain  suit,  and  receives  instructions 
thereon — Letter  to  (governor  from  Ghulam  Husain — After  alluding 
to  certain  financial  matters,  it  asks  assistance  by  sea  against  the 
Dutch— And  promises,  in  return,  to  make  over  certain  ports  at  jjresent 
possessed  by  that  nat'on — Governor  laughs  on  hearing  this,  and  does 
not  order  reply — Message  sent  by  Madame  Barneval  to  the  Governor — 
Informs  him  of  contemptuous  language  of  English  at  Madras  with 
regard  to  the  recent  attack  on  shipping  there — And  asks  why  French 
withdrew — News  regarding  alarm  of  English  contained  in  letter  of  per- 
son conveying  message  from  Madame  Barneval — Governor  asks  diarist 
what  Ghulam  Husain  has  ■vritten  to  him — Speaks  to  him  concerning 
a  certain  draft — Conversation  regarding  proposals  made  by  Ghulaia 
Husain  touching  the  Dutch  — Governor  expresses  opinion  that  as  the 
Freuch  are  not  at  war  with  that  nation,  the  offer  cannot  be  accepted — • 
Asks  the  news  regarding  Madras — Diarist  before  replying  seeks  to 
asceitain  his  views — And  alludes  to  the  alarm  created  in  the  past  by 
the  mere  prospect  of  attack — Governor  observes  that  M.  de  la  fSour- 
dounais  was  the  cause  of  this  being  p.Uayed — Diarist  on  this 
proceeds  first  to  toll  him  what  the  English  have  said  of  the  French,  and 
then  to  flatter  him  outrageously — And  winds  up  by  expressing  his 
opinion  as  to  the  action  of  M.  d<!  la  Bourdounais —Governor  replies — 
iStatuB  what  passed  between  him  and  M.  do  la  Bourdounais — 
And  refers  to  the  difference  which  arose  betvveen  them — Blames 
Ministry  in  Franco  for  all  that  has  occurred — Diarist  observes  that 
M.  Orry  is  responsible — Discussion  on  this  point — Governor  remarks 
that  M.  de  la  Bourdonuais  saved  himself  from  punishment  for 
previous  misdeeds,  by  bribes  to  M.  Fnlvy —Diarist  attributes  to  same 
caus.j  continued  inattention  to  coniijlaiuts  against  him  ;  as  also  his 
promotion— Governor  exclaims  that  diarist  knows  everything --And 
desires  hiui  to  enlighten  others — Diarist  suggests  that  this  unneces- 
sary, as  fame  of  Governor  is  theme  of  popular  songs— Governor  ex* 
presses  wish  that  reputation  of  Frc'uch  should  be  known  far  and  wide  — 
Abuses  M.  de  la  Bourdunuais — Diarist  replies,  and  urges  that  if  Madras 
is  not  taken,  prestige  of  the  French  will  suffer — Governor  leplyjii-^, 
refers  to  the  perverse  action  of  M.  de  la  Bonrilonnais — And  says  that 
he  will  see  that  Madras  is  captured — Governor  indicates  to  diarist  line 
to  bo  followed  in  his  conversations  with  other  natives  regarding  the 
state  of  affairs  — On  the  giHxind  that  his  private  finances  have  been 
crippled    by    expeniliture    for    the   expedition,     begs    diarist    to    look 
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Q,j^p_  carefully  to  investments   made  for  him — Translation  of  letter  from 

XXVJ.  Mylapore  brought  to  Governor  -Who,  on  reading  it,  savB  that  M.  de  la 

—  Bourdonnais  has  brought  dishonour   on  the   French — Diarist   remarks 

l^**^-  that  if  Madras  is  not  taken,  Pondichery   had  better  be   abandoned  — 

Governor  agreeing,  alleges  that  greed  of  money  is  the  motive  influencing 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais— MM.  d'E8pr4ra4nil  and  Paradis  arrive,  and  accom- 
pany Governor  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  —Arrivals  from  Madras  describe 
panic  there  caused  by  the  expedition  — And  state  that  small  force 
could  have  captured  fort— Diarist  untruthfully  informs  Governor  that 
he  was  told  that  it  might  be  taken  in  two  days — Refers  to  the  capture 
of  the  two  English  ships— Governor  remarks  that  the  prizes  are  of 
small  account — Letter  to  Governor  from  Nawab — Warns  him  that 
further  operations  against  Madras  will  involve  his  displeasure  — 
evasive  reply  of  Governor — He  gives  instructions  to  diarist  touching  a 
certain  loan  to  the  Company — Inconsequence,  diarist  has  interview 
with  J'afar  Sahib— Who  solicits  his  good  offices  touching  proposals  of 
Ghalam  Husainwith  regard  to  Dutch — Chinna  Mudali  informs  diarist 
cf  intended  appeal  by  widow  of  Kanakaray*  Mndali— And  suggests 
toat  the  Council  should  confirm  his  title — Diarist  agrees  to  speak  to 
Governor— Conversation  with  Governor  concerning  the  matter  of  the 
oan  to  the  Company— At  request  of  Chinna  Mudali,  diarist  meets  him 
at  Governor's  house — Being  asked  their  errand,  former  mentions  the 
appeal,  and  asks  that  his  title  may  be  confirmed— Governor  consents 
to  presentation  of  petition — Sends  for  diarist,  and  questions  him  as  to 
the  truth  of  story  told  by  Chinna  Mudali — Bids  him  not  to  sell  his 
horse  cheaply  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  or  order  manufacture  of 
ooods  fur  him—  Finally  permits  hin'  to  do  the  latter,  to  the  extent  of 
advances  made— Statement  of  broad-cloth  purchased  by  diarist  from 
Company — Trade  transactions  with  M.  de  la  Villebague — Diarist  visits 
festival  at  Ariyankuppaiu — Governor  directs  collection  of  horses  fur 
expedition  against  Madras— Goes  to  Ariyankuppam,  but  returns  sud- 
denly—Another letter  to  Governor  from  Nawab — States  that  as  former 
instructions  were  not  obeyed,  advance  will  be  made  on  Pondichery 
—  Reply  to  this — Sixteen  horses  procured  for  expedition — Letters  from 
Governor  to  Nawab  and  Nizam— Explain  grounds  for  proposed  attack 
on  Madras — And  ask  co-operation — Persons  to  whom  copies  sent — 
Letters  to  certain  amaldars    requesting  assistance — Embarkation   of 

troops M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  takes  leave  of  Govei-nor   -And  embarks 

under  salute— Administrative  arrangements  to  be  made  on  capture  of 
Madras- Final  embarkation  of  troops  and  stores — Dubash  considered 
necessary — Diarist's  brother  selected — Certain  clerks  deputed  to 
accompany  him— Town  gates  closed. 

Governor  Saturdau,  3rd    Sppfemher    17If6,  or  22iid    Ai-ani 

Pa^'Js^-    of  Aksliaya.—1\iGve  was  nothing  particular  to-daj. 
TaBourdo^  fv,    {v^q     aftemoon,    the   Governor,  accompanied  by 

nais.  i  «/ 
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M.  Paradis,  travelled  in  a  carriao^e  to  Ozliukarai  to      Chap. 

.  XXVI. 

see    M.   de  la  Bourdonnais,    and    after   conversing       — " 
with  him  went  on  to   Nellitoppu,  whence  he   drove  Supswitii 

his  wife  at 

to  his  wife  at  Ariyankuppam,  had  supper  with  her,  -^^.^^^^ 
and  returned  home  by  10.  returns 

home. 

At  half -past  1 1   to-day,  I  waited  on  the  Gover- 
nor, taking  with  me  the  parties  and  the  arbitrators 
in  the  suit  of  Suga  Sing,  and  informed  him  that  the  j)j.,j,ig, 
case  had  been  decided.     I   submitted  to  him  a  copy  decmion  in 

■'•''      case  of  Suga 

in   French  of  the  judgment.     He  read  it,  and  bade  G^ofenior 
me  tell  the  parties  that  payment  should  be  made  liisint'"'' 

*■  ^     "^  stnictic 


ions. 


in  accordance  with  the  decree,  and  that  they  could 
then  depart.  I  informed  him  that  they  had  agreed, 
and  were  making  the  necessary  arrangements.  He 
then  said :  "  Let  them  go."  Thereupon  we  took 
leave  of  him,  and  returned. 

Simdmj,  Utli  September  17^6,  or  23r(l  Aoani  of  ^l\^^^^^^, 
Al-xJiaya. — To-day,  two  Company's  peons  brought  a  nhuinm 
letter  from  Mir  Ghulam  Husain  of  Tinnevelly.  This 
was  in  reply  to  the  complimentary  missive  which  the 
Governor  had  sent  by  them  advising  Mir  Ghulam 
Husain  of  the  advent  of  ships  from  France,  and  of 
his  intention  to  at  once  pay  the  interest  which  had 
accrued  on  the  lakh  of  rupees  lent  to  him,  and  return 
the  principal  on  the  arrival  of  some  more  ships  which 
were  shortly  expected.  The  reply  ran  as  follows  : 
"  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter,  which  has  2'iven  me  i''"""^' 

J.  «/  '  O  refers 

much  pleasure.  Now,  in  compliance  with  what  jou  dM< 
have  written,  calculate  the  interest  due  to  me,  and  writer 
give  it  to  mj  father ;  let  the  principal  continue  with 


no 
to  tlie 
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Chap,      vou  ;  what  cloes  it  siofnify  if  it  remains  in  your  liands 

XXV'I.       -^  o        t/  ./ 


174G 

And  then 
oilers  to  j: 
I'rencli  ii 
posseshioi 
of  certain 


or  mine?   Let  it  therefore  be  with  you.     Besides,  on 

the  coast  of  the  kingdom  of  Dravicla,  wiiich  we  *  have 

Glials toput  recently  conquered,  the  Dutch  possess  fine  harbours 

possesMou     at  Kayal.t    Tuticorin.f    and  Kulasekarapattanam.t 

otccrtiiin  J        '  ''  r     ..      .  I 

beiongiH?fto  In  the  neighbourhood  of  ihe^e  are  fisheries  of 
pearls  and  chanks,|  and  mines  of  cat's-eyes,  which 
yield  a  very  large  revenue  :  I  will  put  you  in  pos- 
session  of  these    places.     You    must,    in    order  to 

It  they  will   expel    the    Dutch,  help    me    with    your    ships    by 

assist  him  '■  '  r  ,/  r  ^ 

them '"'"^'  attacks  from  the  sea,  whilst  I  employ  my  troops  and 
horses,  to  fight  by  land.  If  we  oppose  them  by 
both  land  and  sea,  they  cannot  stand  before  us. 
Then  I  will  drive  them  out,  and  put  you  in  possession 
of  the  harbours  which  I  have  mentioned.  As  to  the 
arrangements  to  be  entered  into  between  us,  I  have 
spoken  to  the  man  sent  by  Ananda  Ranga  Pillai,  to 
whom  1  have  also  forwarded  a  letter.  He  will 
communicate  with  you  as  regards  all  these.  Please 
attend  to  my  request."  Chinna  Mudali  and  Mada- 
nanda   Pandit    read  and  explained  the  letter  to  the 

Governor      Govomor,  as  written   above.     He  only  laughed  at 

on  hearinir  r\i   • 

lalSs!'"'''  what  it  contained,  and  said  nothing  to  Uhinna 
Mudali  respecting  any  reply  to  it. 


*  I.e.,  the  Muliaininadans. 

1  These  were  all  ports  (in  what  is  uuw  the  Tinuevellj  district)  on  the 
Gulf  of  Manaar.  The  first  was  the  Gail  of  Marco  Polo,  iind  was  in  olden 
times,  a  large  town.  Tuticorin  is  the  only  one  of  the  three  which  now 
possesses  any  importance. 

X  A  large  univalve  shell  much  used  by  Hindus  for  making  libations, 
and  blowing  as  a  horn  at  temples,  etc.  An  cxtraordinaiily  high  value 
is  placed  upon  a  shell  of  this  kiud  in  which  the  spiral  is  reversed. 
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Then  there  came  a  palmyra-leaf  letter  from  one     chap. 

Maduranayagam  of  Mylapore,  wherein  he  communi-      ' 

cated  news  reorardiug  Madras  which   he  said  that  , 

O  C5  Letter  from 

Madame  Barneval  *  had  asked  him  to  convey  to  the  nlyaglmof 
Governor.     The  letter  ran  thus  : — 

Madame  Barneval   desires   me  to  write  to  you  conveys  a 

"^  message  to 

as  follows  :    "  The  English  gentlemen  and  ladies,  n-omjie' 
influential     Armenians,     respectable    natives,     and  iiiforming 

liim  wliat 

others,  are  talking  disparagingly  of  the  French  people  Si^s'^ 
saying :    '  The     French    came    to    attack    Madras ;  ot>eeenV"^ 

attack. 

there  was  only  one  English  ship  in  the  roads ; 
they  saw  her,  and  not  being  able  to  overcome  her, 
took  to  flight.  Thej^  talk  big,  but  when  it  comes  to 
the  point,  they  can  never  stand  their  ground.  Need 
they  have  brought  eight  men-of-war  for  an  exploit 
such  as  theirs  ?  AVhen  they  put  in  an  appearance, 
they  did  not  fight  for  even  three  hours  !  They  seem 
to  have  come  with  the  idea  of  seizing  the  place  if 
they  found  the  English  asleep.  When  they  dis- 
covered that  they  were  awake,  they  could  not 
deal  with  even  one  ship,  and  having  sustained  some 
injury,  took  themselves  off.  Some  say  that  had  the 
French  remained  here,  we  should  have  captured  the  ■ 
whole  fleet.  Are  they  not  ashamed  to  come  this 
way  again?'  Others  say:  '  If  the  French  had  not 
come  here,  they  would  at  least  have  caused  us  some 


*  This  was  Marie  Rose,  the  third  (laughter  of  Madame  Diipleix,  by 
her  first  husband,  JI.  Vincens.  She  married  Fruneois  Coyle  de  Bai-neval 
w  ho  was  a  merchant  under  the  British  liast  India  Comiiany,  and  was 
at  the  time  resident  at  Fort  St.  George. 


272 


JnANDA  RANQA  PIJ^IATS  DIARY, 


Chap. 
XX  71. 

1746. 

/\nd  asks 

why  the 

French 

retired 

without 

pushing 

their  attack. 

What 

Madura- 

nayaKam 

himself 

wrote  to 

the 

Governor, 


Refers  to 
terror 
caused  V)y 
the  Frencli 
attack. 


Says  that 
the  priests 
at  Mylapore 
desire  the 
news  to  be 
communi- 
cated to 
Governor. 


Governor 

orders 

transhition 

into 

French. 


alarm,  but  now  they  have  lost  even  this  advantage.' 
I  cannot  bear  to  hear  words  of  this  kind.  Having 
come  to  make  an  attack,  why  did  they  retire  without 
making  any  attempt  to  carry  out  their  purpose  ? 
Write  all  this  to  my  father  in  my  name." 

After  sending  this  news  to  the  Governor,  as 
coming  from  his  daughter,  Maduranayagam  wrote 
the  following  to  him  on  his  own  account:  "Some 
English  merchants  and  ladies  fled  to  Pulicat,  where 
the  Dutch  would  not  allow  them  to  remain,  and  drove 
them  away.  The  annoyance  and  apprehension 
suffered  by  native  merchants,  officers,  and  men  and 
women  of  all  classes,  on  the  day  of  the  battle 
cannot  be  described.  The  residents  of  Madras, 
such  as  Guzerattis,  Brahmans,  Muhammadans,  and 
others,  who  ran  away  from  the  town  on  that  day  in 
various  directions,  as  for  instance,  to  Poonamallee, 
Koyambcdu,  Nungamb^kkam,  and  Mylapore,  are 
only  now  returning.  Their  talk  is  exactly  similar 
to  that  described  above,  and  the  priests  at  Mylapore, 
to  whom  it  is  unbearable,  wish  me  to  give  you 
this  news  in  their  name.  The  English  say  that  they 
have  everything  in  readiness  for  war ;  rumours 
such  as  these  are  being  spread  throughout  the 
place.  The  ship  which  lay  in  the  roads  has  put  to 
sea."  Chinna  Mudali  read  and  explained  this  letter 
to  the  Governor,  who  directed  that  it  should  be 
taken  to  M.  Mathieu,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
translated  into  French.  T^nappa  Mudali  took  it  to 
the  oflSce  of  M.  Mathieu. 
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The    Governor  then   summoned  me,    and   said :      Chap. 

XXVI. 

"  What  has  Mir  Ghulam  Husain  written  to  yon  ?  "  I      — 
replied:  "  ou%  it  seems  that  a  letter  to  me  is   on  Asksdmrist 
its  way  with  my  men.     One  of  them,  being;  unwell,  MirGimiam 

,  "^  '  t>  '    Husain  has 

has  remained  behind.     The  Company's  peons  who  him.^®"*° 
came  in  advance  brought  me  this  news." 

He  remarked:  "You  remember  telling  me  that  fp^^^r.iing 
you  were  expecting  to  receive  a  draft  for    10,000  drVft.'^'''^*^ 
rupees;  what  have  j'ou  to  say  to  this?"     "Yes,  sii%" 
I   said,  "  I  shall  receive    it   soon."     He    observed 
that  I  was  very  slow  indeed  about  the  matter.     I 
gave  him  no  direct  answer. 

Then  he  said  :   "In  the  letter  which  Mir  Ghulam  And  refers 

— —  to  the 

Husain  wrote  to  me,  he  mentions  that  he  will  put  us  MirCTmiMm 

Husain 

in  possession  of  K^yal,  Tuticorin,  and  other  ports  now  |,°^fj|||;'s 
in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  he  wishes  us  to  bring  poS' 
ships,  and  engage  the  Dutch  at  sea,  whilst  he  tights 
them  by  land,  and  he  has  stated  that  all  arrange- 
ments to  be  made  hereafter  with  reo^ard  to  this  will  be  conver. 

~  sution  on 

communicated  by  you  to  me."  I  replied  :  "Sir,  has  gibjoet. 
he  written  thus  ?  They  are  good  places,  as  there  are 
fisheries  of  pearls  and  chanks,  and  there  are  mines  of 
cat's-eyes  and  sapphires.  Some  misunderstanding 
and  ill-will  apparently  exists  between  Mir  Ghulam 
Husain  and  the  Dutch,  and  this  must  be  the  reason 
why  he  wrote  to  you."     He  then  observed  :  "  If  he  (^ov<.n.or 

•/  <y  asks  why 

is  at  peace  with  the  Dutch,  why  should  he  write  that  hus'",,'"" 

he  would  give  us  those  ports?     If  tlie  reverse  was  peiu-ewith 

not  the  case  why  should  he  ask  us  to  make  war  on  sh'.uidask 

them  by  sea  whilst  he,  with  Mahfuz  Khfui,  does  the  i''«*-"i--''- 
35                                                                           VOL.  II. 
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Chap. 
XXVI. 


1746. 

01)S0TVPS 

tliat  though 
tlio 

ojiportunil.v 
is  a  ffood 
one,  there 
lieing  no 
war  with 
the  Dutfh 
it  cannot  be 
availed  of. 


Governor 
asks  diarist 
news  about 
Madras. 


Diaiist 
before 
epiying 
seeks  to 
ascertain 
liis  vietvs. 


And 

describes 
the  ahirm 
of  the 
;-.eople  of 
.Madras  at 
prospect  of 
attack. 


same  by  land?  This,  no  doubt,  is  a  good  opportunity. 
The  Company  has  nowhere  places  like  these.  If  we 
were  at  war  with  the  Dutch — as  we  are  with  the 
English — and  if  a  chance  such  as  this  offered,  we 
could  possess  ourselves  of  them.  Rut  as  we  are  not, 
we  cannot  assent  to  his  demand."  I  exclaimed :  "Do 
you  mean  then,  that  your  reply  to  Mir  Ghulam 
Husain's  letter  is  that  you  will  not  consent  to  his 
proposal?"  "Yes,"  he  replied,  "That  is  what  I 
intend  to  write  to  him." 

He  asked  me  then  what  news  there  was  about 
Madras  ?  I  thought  that  I  ought  not  to  give  him  an 
answer  in  a  hurry,  and  without  making  myself  fully 
acquainted  with  his  views.  I  therefore  said  :  "  Sir, 
even  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  expedition,  and 
when  our  ships  had  not  yet  arrived,  the  circumstance 
that  you  went  to  Ozhukarai  to  dine,  and  drove  to 
Mortandi  Chavadi,  created  in  the  minds  of  the 
English  the  apprehension  that  you  meditated  an 
advance  on  Madras,  or  Fort  St.  Da\id.  Those  at 
the  former,  believing  that  they  would  be  attacked, 
closed  the  gates  of  the  fort  and  city,  bade  the 
inhabitants  of  the  latter  seek  places  of  refuge  else- 
where, and  busied  themselves  day  and  night,  without 
a  moment's  rest,  in  getting  their  cannon  ready ; 
content  if  they  saved  their  fort,  and  careless  as  to  the 
fate  of  the  town.  They  trembled  with  fear  at  the 
thought  of  the  impending  danger,  which  benumbed 
all  their  faculties,  and  filled  them  with  terror.  Ten 
or  twelve  times  did  the  people  of  Fort  St.  David  and 
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Cuddalore,  similarly  alarmed,  flee  from  their  homes,      Chap. 

"^  .  XXVI. 

betaking^  themselves  to    Porto  Novo,  and  by  their      — 

174fi 

numbers  raising  that  village  to  the  position  of  a  city." 

The  Governor  replied:  "  Althouorh  Madras  was  at  Governor 

IT  o  observes 

one  time  in  such  a  great  state  of  alarm,  it  was  M.  de  la  M.^de'ir^" 

Boiivdoii- 

Bourdonnais  who  relieved  it  from  this  by  sending  his  "■'i.>*"if 

JO  relieved 

squadron  to  attack  it."     When  I  understood  what  this"*'"™ 
his  views  were,  I  suited  my  answers  to  them.     I  do  i^i.^'iif. 

'  J  suits  Ills 

not  give  in  detail  his  questions  and  my  answers.     I  upnfo' 


views  of 

record  only  a  brief  outline  of  them.  Governor. 

I  remarked  to  the  Governor  :    "  People  speak  in  informs 

I'll  n        ^  T    •  ^^'"  ^^  ^^^ 

a  highly  uncomplimentary  way  of  the  expedition  {Ij^^'y,'^!,';'^^^ 
against  Madras,  recently  undertaken  by  the  French.  Ivfent'"^ 

•  1  ^  r  •  mi  :!ttein|)l  of 

Iheir  remarks  are  to  the  following  effect :  'The  i;it<'cii  on 
French  came  to  Madras  to  give  battle  to  the 
English,  but  no  sooner  did  they  feel  the  weight  of 
the  fire  of  their  enemy's  ships  and  fort,  than  they 
took  to  flight.  This  is  typical  of  the  French  nation, 
who  to  outward  appearance  are  valiant,  but  when 
a  crisis  actually  arises  have  no  power  of  endurance. 
Why  on  earth  have  they  assailed  us,  and  returned 
with  dishonour?  liut  for  this  undertaking,  they 
would  have  maintained  at  least  a  semblance  of  power. 
It  will  go  hard  with  them  in  future.  You  will 
see  how  Pondichery  will  be  harassed.  Hereafter, 
every  day  will  be  one  of  disaster  to  it.'  It  is  in  con- 
temptuous terms  such  as  these  that  the  prowess  of 
the  French  is  spoken  of. 

At    Arcot,    in    Mysore    and    in    all    the     cities 
on    the    coast,    the    Governor   of     Pondichery  has 
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unanimously  been  regarded  as  an  administrator  of 
transcendant  ability,    who,   in    spite    of    an   empty 
exchequer,  and  commercial  inactivity  arising  from 
the    non-arrival     of    the     trade -ships,    carried     on 
the  affairs  of  that  settlement  without  a  shadow  of 
embarrassment,  and  vho  with  a  view  to  infuse  fear 
into  the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  and  deter  them  from 
approaching  this  town,  has  maintained  here  a  force 
of  Mahe  sepoys,  and  kept  ready  to   hand   a  supply 
of  powder,   ball,  and  other  munitions  of  war.     The 
combination    in    hira    of    tact,    resource,    heroism, 
military  sagacity,  and  reserve,  render  him  without 
an   equal,  and   place  hira  far  above  his  fellow  men. 
All  ask  themselves  whether  one  of  this  stamp,  who 
eagerly  desired  an  opportunity  of  avenging  himself 
upon  the  English  for  their  taunts  and  jeers,  would 
now   that  he  had  been  reinforced  witli  men,  money, 
and    ships,  fail  to    capture   Madras    and    Fort   St. 
David.     They   are,   without    exception,    of  opinion 
that   the  English  can  have  no  longer  a  hold  on  this 
coast.     It  seems  as  though  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais, 
by  his   recent  demonstration  before  Madras,  from 
which   he   retired  after  firing  a  few  cannon  shot, 
undertook  to  ruin  the  reputation   which  you   have 
acquired.     They  say  that  it  was  an  unwise  measure, 
and  entailed  loss  of  honour." 

I  spoke  in  these  flattering  terms  of  the  excellence 
of  his  administration.  Thereupon  he  exclaimed : 
"Ah,  Rangappa  !  1  need  not  mention  to  you  with 
what  zeal  and  care  I  have  been  working.     Do  you  not 
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know  how,  when  I  once  set  out  to  drive  to  Ozhnkarai,      chap. 

XXVI 

the  people  of  Fort  St.  David  and  Cuddalore  fled  from     ^ . " 

their  homes,  and  how  Madras   was   thereby  thrown 

into  a   state  of  utter  alarm  ?    M.   de  la  Bourdon-  states  wIku 

,  ,  •      -I      ^  ^  •        1        took  placo 

nais,  an  utterly  petty-mmded  man,  and  one  entirely  between 

•^    ^         -^  '  -^     him  and 

regardless  of  the  blow  which  the  honour  of  the  Bourdon- 
French  has  sustained,  informed  me  that  the  orders 
given  to  him  were  to  fight  at  sea,  and  not  on  land. 
I  thereupon  read  to  him  several  communications 
showing  all  the  evil  deeds  that  the  English  had 
perpetrated,   and    impressed    upon   him   that    these  how  he 

pressed 

occurrences  could  not  have  been  within  the  knowl-  !'j"' '?"';! 

Ill  {.  OIlCv  1  L 

edge  of  the  authorities  in  France  when  they  issued 
their  orders  to  him.  i  even  suggested  to  him  that 
should  they  become  cognisant  of  the  actual  state 
of  affairs,  they  might  take  him  to  task  for  not 
co-operating  with  nae.  I  also  assigned  other  reasons, 
in  the  hope  of  persuading  him  to  act  in  concert  with 
me.     At  last,  he  said  that  he  would  accompany  the  And  how 

^        "^  M.dela 

expedition,  but  required  tluit  he  should  be  furnished  f,!^^''^°^^' 
with  an  order  from  the  Council.     I  then  asked  him  oncomi?- 

tion  tliat 

whether  I  had  made  all  the  preparations  which  I  had,  ••";^o"»ci- 
without  consulting  him,  and  had  a  long  conversation  mden" 
with  him  on  the  subiect.     He  is,  however,  an  artful  commpnt 

•^  '  '  of  Govern 

man.  Although  he  was  a  party  to  the  arrangement,  conduct 
he  has  made  me  alone  bear  the  w^hole  expense,  and  has 
thus  impoverished,  and  ruined  me.  On  his  arrival, 
he  was  but  a  pauper,  bringing  nothing  with  him 
but  the  woollen  coat  which  he  wore.  Did  you  not 
then  see  him  with  your    own    eyes  ?     You   are   a 


nor 
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shrewd  man,  and  there  is  scarcely  anything  of  which 
you  are  not  aware.  The  Ministers  of  the  King  of 
France  are  the  cause  of  all  this." 

I  observed:  "Their  predecessors  acted  differ- 
ently. It  is  the  present  Controller-General  M,  Orry, 
who  is  accountable  for  this  mismanagement." 

•'Not  he,  but  his  brother"  was  the  Governor's 
reply. 

1  then  remarked  :  "It  is  true  that  it  is  traceable 
primarily  to  M.  de  Fulvy,  who  is  a  receiver  of  bribes. 
But  the  functionary  directly  responsible,  and  whom 
he  influences,  is  the  Controller-General  :  the  blame, 
therefore,  lies  at  the  door  of  the  latter." 

He  admitted  the  truth  of  what  I  said,  and 
continued  :  "  For  his  misdeeds  at  Mascareigne,  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais  was  recalled,  and  was  about  to 
be  rewarded  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  when  he 
effected  his  escape  by  propitiating  M.  de  Fulvy  with 
abundant  gifts." 

I  replied  :  "  Even  now  complaints  are  preferred 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Mascareigne  and  Mauritius 
against  his  acts  of  injustice,  but  they  pass  unnoticed 
on  account  of  the  bribes  lavished  on  M.  de  Fulvy. 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  no  doubt  owes  his  present 
appointment  as  Admiral  to  the  same  venality." 

The  Governor  exclaimed :  "  Your  words  indicate 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  facts.  There  is  nothing 
concerning  either  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe, 
or  the  proceedings  conducted  by  me  here,  or  the 
measures  taken  by  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  with  which 
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you  are    not  acquainted.     But  people  here,  and  the  CrtAP. 

Muhammadan  nobles  outside  Pondicherry,  can  have  — 

.  1746 

no  knowledofe  of  these  matters,  and  miy-ht  conse-  But 

^  observes 

quently  impute  the  delay  in  the  expedition  against  Jio'^/,^"^^],"^ 

Madras  to  me.     You  should  therefore  disabuse  their  hlmto 

enlighten 

minds  of  any  such  impression,  and  enlighten  them  ^'^'^'^i- 
as  to  the  actual  facts." 

I  replied  :  "  Surely  this  is  not  a  matter  regarding  ^,'^^,|fj,^ 

which  they  require   any  thing  said  to  them.     Your  unneces^-'^ 

'                ,                                                              .  >^avy,  as 

fame  has  spread   far   and   wide — from  Golconda   in  if"^e"nor 

the  north,  down  to  Arcot,  Mysore  and  Negapatnra.  tuemeof 

The    courage  with   which,   when    unprovided    with  ^<>"g^- 
ships,  you  upheld  the  prestige  of  Pondichery,  your 
determination  to    take    Madras,    and    the  expected 
success  of  your  plans,  are  the  themes  of  songs  which 
have  been  composed,  and  are  being  sung." 

"  Who  has  caused  these  to  be  suno^,"  asked  lie.  ^9o»''ersa- 

O'  tion  out  his 

"They  are  sung  in  public,"  I  replied,  '^"'"*- 
"  Sung  in  this  town  P  " 
"  Yes,  in  this  very  town  ;  by  the  people." 
He  burst  into  a  laugh,  and  tlien  exclaimed  : — 

"  My   desire  is  that  the  fame   of    tlie    Frencli  ooveinor 

liiusliinsr, 

should  reach  the  Court  of  Delhi,  and  that  it  sliould  ,V,:sV,'f. '"* 

be  known  far  and  wide*  that  tliej  are   a  brave   and  n.'|',uhl"io.i 

heroic  nation,  and  have,  for  an  act  which  tarnished  vvrnch 

sluiuld  hp 

their  honour,  rooted  the  English  out  of  this  land.  !,\"a"wi.ie' 
My    further    wish    is    that   this   should    serve   as    a 
lesson    to   others,   and    bring  home   to  their   minds 
that   the  French  are  not  a   people  which    will    with 

impunity  brook  beino-   crossed.     But   that  doo-,    M.  Abuses 

de  la  Bourdonnais,  thwarts  all  my  designs."  .'^T''*^"* 
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1  replied :  "  The  public  are  ignorant  of  the 
venality  of  the  Ministers,  to  which  M.  de  la  Bour- 
donnais  is  indebted  for  his  appointment,  and  to 
which  is  to  be  attributed  the  decline  of  the  repu- 
tation of  the  French.  The  rumour  goes  in  Arcot 
and  elsewhere  that  the  Governor  of  Pondicherj  is 
a  brave  officer,  and  able  ruler,  that  he  is  much 
incensed  against  the  English  for  a  slight  which  they 
have  cast  on  the  French,  and  that  as  a  force  of 
ships  has  reached  him  from  France  he  will  no  longer 
suffer  them  to  retain  possession  of  Madras,  Port 
St.  David,  and  Guddalore.  It  is  therefore  manifest 
that,  if  Madras  remains  uncaptured,  the  name  of 
the  French  will  suffer.  There  is,  of  course,  nothing 
unknown  to  jou,  and  you  should  forgive  me,  if 
through  ignorance  I  have  said  anything  wrong." 

I  also  touched  on  other  matters  tending  to 
provoke  him  further. 

He  replied  :  "  You  say  only  what  is  true,  Ran- 
gappa.  But  what  can  I  do  ?  I  am  making  all 
possible  efforts." 

"  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  cannot  disregard  the 
order  issued  by  the  Council  "  said  I. 

He  replied  :  "  When  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was 
told  that  an  order  of  the  Council  would  be  given  to 
him,  he  pleaded  illness,  and  said  that  he  would  set  out 
on  the  expedition  as  soon  as  he  feit  bettf^r.  I  there- 
upon suggested  to  him  that  during  his  absence  on 
account  of  ill-health,  he  might  depute  some  other 
suitable  officer  for  the  command.     His  answer  to 
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this  was  that  it  was  a  business  the  execution  of  which      chap. 

XXVI 

rendered  his  presence  indispensable.     Nevertheless,       — •" 
I  have  not  abandoned  the  undertakino-.     I  will —  An.i.savs* 

°  til  it  hf  will 

come  what  may — sfe  to  the  capture  of  JMadras."  M-irhaLSs 

I  added  :    "  If  this  be  not  done  your  reputation,  ^^,  ^^.'^^' 

which   extends  far  and    wide — even  to  Delhi — will  '"*'''"*• 

suffer." 

Aoreeinsf   with    me    that   the    result    would    be  f^ovenioi- 

as   I    indicated,    he    said  to  me:    "You    must,    in  Ha'.'^hirh 

•    1  ■,  -Mf     1  ^  -,     III'  should 

your    conversation    with    the    Muhammadans    and  --"^'M  "h'" 

eoiivei'singr 

Hindus,  mention  what  my  views  are,  how  enthusi-  mtiVes'."' 
astic    I  am  over  the  affair,  and  how  basely  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais  throws  impediments  in   the  wny  of 
the  execution  of  my  plans." 

I    answered  :  "  Even  now  these  matters  form  a  He 

promises 

common  subject  for  discussion,  and  1  will  certaiidy  f'^'piianw. 
introduce  them  in  the  course  of  my  conversations 
with  others." 

The  Governor  then    remarked  :    "All  this  has  Governor 

reiiuirkiiia; 

been    an   enormous  drain    on  my  resources.     You  !.'';'!„„,„„. 
should  make  my  concerns  as  profitable  as  possible,  ims""" 

seriously 

You  can  manai>:e  that.      There  have   been   losses  at  ;!"*;;;!!:'' I"^ 
sea  for  the  List  two   years:    there  is  a  lull  in  tradt;  tosee''"*" 

•^  ,  caiefiilly 

and     business,     expenses    are    running    high,     and  ^l^^.l^n-^ 
day    after    day   adilitionil    items    involving     large 
outlay  are    pouring    in.      Such   being   the   circum- 
stances in  which  I  am  placed,    you  must,  give  this 
matter  your  constant  and  unremitting  attention." 

I  exchiimed  :  "  I  am  ever  at  your  service,  and  will  ii.proiM. 

Ises  l(.ilu  so. 

do  as  you  bid  me.    My  acts  will  speak  for  themselves." 
36  VOL.  1 1 . 
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As  we  were  thus  talking  together,  M.  Mathieu 
brought  the  translation  of  the  palmjra-leaf  letter 
addressed  to  Ohinna  Mndali  from  Mylapore— the 
particulars  of  which  have  already  been  given. 
It  was  read  to  rae.  The  Governor  lurning  to  me 
observed  :  "It  is  just  as  you  told  me  ;  the 
Muhainmadan,  Hindu,  and  European  gentry,  with 
one  accord,  speak  disparagingly  of  us.  Look  at 
this  !  Did  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  who  planned  the 
expedition,  capture  even  a  single  ship  in  the  roads 
there  ?  It  would  have  been  far  more  creditable 
had  it  not  been  sent  at  all.  His  behaviour  has  now 
brought  infamy  upon  us.  This  dela  Bourdonnais — 
because  the  Ministers  did  not  specifically  state  in  their 
orders  to  him  that  he  should  take  my  advice,  and  act 
in  consultation  with  me — tliis  dog  de  la  Bourdonnais 
has  done  a  deed,  the  only  results  of  which  are  igno- 
miny and  contempt.  He  failed  to  take  Madras,  which 
was  in  reality  a  work  of  no  more  than  half  an  Indian 
hour,  and  did  not  even  capture  the  single  ship  that 
was  there.  His  action  has  been  like  child's  play,  and 
has  brought  disgrace  and  dishonour  on  our  najne" 

I  said :  "  I  already  told  you  that  this  was  a 
matter  in  which  our  honour  was  seriously  involved  ; 
that  Madras  must  without  fail  be  captured,  and 
that  if  there  was  default  in  this,  the  French  had 
better  abandon  Pondichei-y,  and  return  home." 

He  replied  :  "  You  are  right.  In  view  of  the 
respect  in  which  our  name  has  been  held  in  this 
country,   it  is   far  better,   if  Madras  is  not  to   be 
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taken,  that  we  should  do  this.     But  Httie  does  M.      Chap. 

'  .  XXVI. 

de  la  Bourdon nais  care   what  befalls  the  good  name       

174:6. 

of  France.     The  only  motive  by  which  he  is  actuated  Goveinor 

'^  ^  agrees  ; 

is  greed  of  money.     He  obtains  from  Madras  bales  uiMronb^ 
upon  bales  of  chintz,  and  coarse  and  other  kinds  of  'Jf  "i^^'j"^ 


Boiirdou- 


cloths.     I  have  now  put  a  stop  to  the  importation  JiI^k 

greed  of 

of  these  goods.  "  "'""''i- 

He  dwelt  upon  this  subject  for  about  four  Indian  J^Jntmues 

hours.     I    all    along    continued    to    express     views  riatteries. 

in   consonance  with    his  inclinations,   praising  him 

unreservedly  wherever  I  could. 

M.  d'Bspremenil  then  arrived.     The  translation  m.  d'Espre. 

••■  menilaiiU 

was  shown  to  him,  and  he  also  perused  it.     It  was  ju-meand 

11  iiiT\TiiT~»  1  •      1  accompany 

subsequently  despatched  to  M.  de  la  rJourdonnais  by  Governor  to 
the  Governor's  mace-bearer.     Half  an  Indian  hour  nX''*^"* 
afterwards,    M.    Paradis   came,   and  the  Governor, 
accompanied  by  these  two  gentlemen,  then  repaired 
to  the  house  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais. 

The    Muhammadan      gentlemen    who    recently  Muham- 

'-'  "^      inadaus; 

arrived  from  Madras  informed  me  that  as  soon  as  the  &•«« 
eisfht  French  ships  arrived  off  Madras,  the  Governor,  the  panic 

~  *■  there 

Mr.    Morse,    sent    his     wife    with   all    his    treasure  byuie 

,  ,   .  .  ,        ,  expedition. 

to  Pulicatj  that  this  circumstance  had  so  much 
terrified  the  citizens  oE  Madras  that  the  wealthy 
had  deserted  their  homes,  that  the  English  wlio 
remained  were  paralysed  with  fear,  that  if  at  this 
juncture  500  soldiers  had  landed  from  the  ships,  i],',',*? i"';^!.",'.'' 
the  fort  would  have  fallen   into  the   possession   of  eouiIiihe.T 

,  lia\c 

the  French ;  that  they  had  imprudently  missed  this  l^',!;""""* 
opportunity,  that  the    English  had  since   recovered 


XXVI. 

1740. 
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CitAP.      tlieir  courao'c  and  had  thrown  wary,  and  that  it  was 
only  with  some  effort  that  tLey  could  now  be  dispos- 
sessed of  the  fort.     This  was  the   opinion  of  Asad 
Sahib,  Haidar  Sahib,  and  other  Muhammadans. 
])i:nist  Without  communicatino-  in  their  entirety,  all  these 

untruth-  "^  . 

to'(\Cenior  dotalls  to  the  Governoi',   1  informed  him  that  they 
toi'.ithat'^   had  said  that  the  fort  could  have  been  taken  in  two 

fort  C!in 

t^vo^'lKv".'"  days.     1  further  told  him,  as  having  heard  it  from 

the  same  individuals,  the  news  that  the  French  had 

Rifiisto      captured  a  ship  and  a  sloop  belonging  to  the  English, 

capture 

ofEiifriish     ^riiich    had    on    board    valuables    worth    a  lakh    of 

.snips, 

pagodas.     He  replied  that  they    carried    gold   and 

silver  worth   50,0^0  dollars,  two  calf  elephants,  and 

three  horses,  but  no   other  cargo.     I  said  :   "  What 

Governor      wlll  thls  comc  to  ?  "     Hc  oxclaiuied  :   "  Oh  !  Is  this 

thntVhe       a  urize  to  be  made  much  account  of  when  compared 

prizes  :ire  r 

accouS.  with  the  expense  mcurred?  It  will  be  appropriated 
as  follows  :  two-thirds  to  the  Company,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  fighting  crew  of  the  ship ;  even  the 
lascars  will  participate  according  to  their  grades." 

Lefterfroni         Mondaii,  5th    iSeptemhei'  17hO,  or  2I^fh   Avani  of 

Xawah  to  '  ' 

Governor.  AksliGyn. — Thc  Govemor  received  a  letter  from  the 
Nawab,  the  contents  of  which  were  as  follow : 
"  The  fleet  which  yon  despatched  for  the  attack  on 
Madras  *  has  so  much  disquieted  the  minds  of  the 


*  In  the  original,  the  -word  used  is  Padsha-l  andar  (Emperor's  landing 
place).  From  the  context  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  it 
refers  to  Madras.  It  occurs  in  the  sain?  sense  in  two  other  passages  later 
on  (pp.  292  and  293).  Row  this  name  came  to  be  applied  to  Madras  has 
not  been  discovered. 
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merchants  and  inhabitants  of  that  city,    includinc:      Chap. 

XXVI. 

Navaits  and  all  other  classes  of  Muhainmadans,  that      * 

they  have  deserted  their   homes,  and  have  betaken 

Expresses 

themselves  elsewhere.    When  the  Eno-lish,  some  time  ^'/'vi-ise^at 
back,  were   planning   an   expedition    against  Pondi-  Wirnr"" 


chery,    we   intervened,   and  prevented    them    from  t'"*tfintiier 
carrying  out  their  design.      It  therefore  comes  as  a  serious"''' 

displeasiirf. 

surprise  to  us  to  learn  that  you  have  thought  of 
carrying  on  warlike  operations  against  Madras.  We 
hope,  however,  that  you  will  in  future  abstain  from 
pursuing  hostile  measures  such  as  these.  If  you  do 
not,  you  will  give  us  cause  to  be  seriously  provoked." 

This  letter  was  read  to  the  Governor  by  Mada- 
nanda  Pandit  and  Tanappa  Mudali,  upon  which  he 
dictated  a  reply  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  No  harm   will   be   done  to  t1ie  people.     The  ^"J,7""'" 
officers  of  our  ships  of   war  will  be  guided  only  by  reply'!'' 
the  instructions  given  to   them  by  their  King.      I 
herewith   send  you    150  oranges,  which   be   pleased 
to  accept." 

A  letter  in  the  foregoing  terms,  accompanied  by 
150  oranges,  was  accordingly  despatched. 

To-day    the   Governor   sent  for  me,    and    said  :  novenior 

instniots 

"  M.  Le  Maire  has  calculated  and  brought  to  me  an  a  o.'.'hiin  **^ 
account  of  the  interest   which  has   accrued  on  the  company" 
lakh  of  rupees  lent  by  Mir  Ghulam  Ilusain   to  the  nilsain.""'" 
Company.     You  had  better   see    his   father,   J'.ifar 
Sahib,  with  regard  to  this  business.     His  son's  letter, 
received  frotn  Tinnevelly,  in  the  soy^h,  is  at  present 
with   the   Brahman   who  writes  Persian,  whom  it  is 
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Chap,     desirable  that  you  should  take  with  you.     Let  J 'afar 
XXVI.       ^^    .  "^  .        -^ 

— ■       Sahib  read  that  It^tter.     You  will  then  state  to  him 

1746. 

the  particulars  of  the  loan,  and  the  amount  of  interest 

due.    The  sum  to  be  paid  to  him  presently  can  be 

taken   towards   meeting   the  interest.      Inform   him 

that  the  balance  will  be  li(juidated  at  an  early  date." 

Ma i.inanda  Madauauda  Pandit  and  I  accordiuGfly  repaired  to 

acconTiiifriy    '^'i'-fer  Sahib,  read  to  him  the  account  connected  with 

int.rview      tlic  loBU  trausactiou,  and  handed  to  hiiu  the  letter 

with  J'afar, 

MirGiuIiam  re-^eived  from  his  son.      After  perusing  this,  he  com- 
plimented   the    Governor    iu  the  following  word.s : 
Who  makes   "  Thauks  to  thc  favour  of  your  Governor,  we  reside 

a  compU- 

spe"dK^  here,  hie  makes  no  distinction  between  his  own 
house,  and  tliis."  I  replied  in  suitable  terms, 
alleo-ino-  that  I  did  so  at  the  Governor's  biddinor.  He 
then  said  :  "  Let  the  principal  continue  to  remain 
with  the  Governor.  On  your  paying  the  balance  of 
the  interest,  I  will  furnish  yon  with  a  receipt." 
Finally  by   way  of  compliment,  he  remarked  to  me : 

An,i  solicits  "  With  reference  to  what  is  mentioned  in  the  letter, 

the  goo  1 1 

duuTst°o-     concerning    Kayal  and    Tuticorin,  you    should    use 
proposals      yourorood  offices  with  the  Governor,  and  see  that  the 

toHchin)^  ./  o 

tueDutdi.  pj.QpQg.^1  becomes  an  accomplished  fact."  Mada- 
nanda  Pandit  and  I  then  bade  him  farewell.  J'afar 
Sahib  said  th^^.t  he  would  ser.d  his  assent  Sadasiva 
Aiyan  on  the  following:  mornino-,  with  the  accounts. 
We  said  :    "  It  is  well,''  and  went  home. 

Tiipsilay,  6th  Scptt-mber  17k-6^  or  25th  Avani  oj 
Ak.>haija. — Chinna  Mudali,  the  brother  of  Kanakaraja 
Mudali,  said  to  me  to-dny :   "  Kanakaraya  Mudali's 
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widow  has  expressed  her  intention  to  appeal  to  the      Chap. 

next  Government.     Jt  will  therefore  be  well  if  the 

leorality  of  my  succession  be  confirmed  by  an  order  of  <^:hi'i>ia 
Council."    I  replied  :  "  Your  claim  has  been  declared,  wil&.f''"* 
at  a  meetino^  of  the  leadinof  men  of  eio:hteen   castes,  '"'V'l'i 
valid  and  legal.     They  have  delivered  an  award  in  "sJiT^eiis 
your  favour,  and  it  is  in  the  handwritins;  of  the  town  tionothVs 

J  '  _  ^  title  l.y  i.n 

accountant,  and  signed  by  them  and  the  Governor.  comK.S"''' 
Why    should    you    entertain    any    doubts  ? "     He 
rejoined:     "An    order   of  Council   will  strengthen 
my  case.      I  may  have,  at  any  rate,   to  spend  some-  pi'i'i^t 
thing  afterwards."    I  then  said:   "Very  well.     I  will  s£, 
speak  to  the  Governor." 

Wednesday,  7th  Seplniiher  11  kG,  or  26tli  Aram  of  conver- 
Akskaija.— The  Governor  asked  me  how  the  accounts  ('m''.rnor 
of  Mir  Ghulam  Husain  stood.     I  replied  :  "  The  state-  a«omusof 
ment  of  debts  and  interest  prepared  by  M.  Le  Maire  ""'■""• 
is  correct,  but  half  a  month  still  remains  to  be  written 
up."     Upon  this,  the  Governor  completed  it  with  his 
own  hand.      I  then  observed:  "  There  is  an  entry  of  Ami 
a  payment  of  4,000  rupees  by  Tarwadi."     'I'he  Gov 
ernor    replied  :    '*  According  to    the  statement,  the  piepiu'e'i' 

^  .  l).v  M.  Le 

Company's  accounts  are  correct.  There  is  an  entry  in  •^'"''' 
those  connected  with  Mir  Ghulam  Husain  to  the  effect 
that  the  warehousekeeper  at  the  fort  has  paid  him 
Rs.  4,000,  through  TarwCuli.  It  is  of  course  true  that 
this  man  was  asked  to  pay  the  amount.  The  money 
has  not  melted  away,  and  vanished.  Would  it  not 
be  advisable  to  borrow  from  the  Comj)any  the  whole 
amount  required,  and  pay  him  Rs.  4,000  tlierefrom  ?  '* 


egjinliiig 
an  tjitry 
in  the 

siatemeia 
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1  said  that  I  would  send  for  Tarwruji,  speak  to  him, 
and  communicate  the  result.     He  bade  me  do  so. 

This  morning,  (/hinna  Mudali  despatched  his  peon 
Arunachalam  to  bes;-  me  to  o-o  to  the  Governor's  house 
soon,  as  I  had  agreed  to  do  yesterd;'.y.  I  accordingly 
went.  TTmappa  Mudali  was  already  there.  He  and 
I  then  entered  the  presence  of  the  Governor,  who  was 
alone,  and  we  saluted  him.  He  asked  us  what  our 
errand  was.  Chinna  Mudali  said  to  him  as  follows  : 
"  Nakshatram,  the  widow  of  the  deceased  Kanakaraya 
Mudali,  intends  memorializing  the  next  Government 
in  regard  to  her  husband's  estate.  She  has  already 
drawn  up  the  petition.  She  is  complaining  to  every- 
body that  she  has  been  treated  with  great  injustice, 
and  that,  by  making  some  gifts  to  you,  I  have  had  the 
dispute  decided  in  my  favour  ;  and  she  avers  that  she 
will  not  let  the  matter  drop.  Although  her  appeal 
may  not  prove  successful,  I  shall  certainly  have  to 
incur  some  expenditure  in  consequence  of  it.  We 
therefore  consider  it  desirable  to  procure,  during 
vour  tenure  of  office,  an  order  of  Council  on  tlie 
subject."  The  Governor  then  said  to  me  :  "  Ts  this 
a  matter  for  the  Council's  interference  ?  "  I  replied : 
"  Durinof  the  ofovernment  of  M.  de  la  Prevostiere, 
there  was  a  parallel  case  in  which  an  award  delivered 
by  arbitrators  from  all  the  eighteen  castes  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Council.  Again,  the  dispute  between 
Vira  Mudali  and  me,  which  was  determined  by  a 
reference  to  arbitration,  was  taken  cognizance  of  by 
the  Council,  in  M.  Lenoir's  time,  and  orders  were 
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passed  upon  it."     Upon  this,   the   Governor  said  :  Chap. 

**  Very  well,  draw  up  a  petition,  and  bring  me  with      

it    a   translation  of     the    award    delivered   by    the  Governor 

•'  consents  to 

arbitrators."     Tanappa  Mudali  and  I  then  retired.  rjng'*'*'' 

The   Governor   subsequently   sent  for  me,    and  He  subse- 

'               •'  quently 

said  :   "  Is  it  true  that  the  widow  of  the  late  Kanaka-  (uS"^ 


raya  Mudali  has  stated  as  is  alleged  ?"     I  answered  :  ^^'tJ^'JI'"/"'^ 

*'  This  is  what  Chinna  Mudali  says,   and  would   he  Mudail 

do  so  unless  there  was  some  foundation  for  it?     I, 

personally,  have  not  heard  any  report  to  that  effect." 

The  Governor  then  observed  :  "I  hear  that  M.  de 

la  Bourdonnais  has  asked  for  your  horse.     Do  not  Bids  him 

not  sell  his 

part  with  it  for  a  low  price."     I  replied  :  "  Sir,  the  J'heapivto 
animal  is  a  country  bred.     Nobody  would  purchase  it  Bourdon- 


nais. 


for  450  rupees.     But  he  has  paid  600  rupees  for  it." 
He  then  said :  "  Do  not  order   manufacture  of  any  Then 

directs  him 

ofoods   indented  for  by   M.   de  la  Bourdonnais.  '     I  icttoordei 

o  •/  manufac- 

replied  :  "  When  I  informed  j'ou  once  before  that  he  gooci^ior 

that  gentle- 
had  requested  me  to  supply  some  merchandise,  you  "'*"• 

permitted  me  to  comply  with  his  request.     I  there- 
upon received  some   money   from  him.     I  will  now  o.,  .liarist-s 

explaininj;' 

return  it  to  him.  "     He  then  exclaimed :   "  Supply  *|!^,!>f"*' 
him  with  the  ffoods  for  which  you  have  already  been  GoVe^nw 

*'  .     "^  "^  permits 

given  the  money.     Do  not  in  future  take   anything  t^fgP^^xtlnt. 
from  him."     I  said:   "  Very  well,"   and  departed. 

There  were  in  the  fort  twenty  bales  of  broad-  statement 

of  broad- 
cloth,   containing    200    pieces,   wholly    red,   called,  |;'°!^^,„„p(i 

"  second   sort,    fine,"    all    of   which    1    took    over,  ilom^"" 

Company. 

M.   Cornet   has    delivered    to    me   all    the   English 
37  VOL.  1 1 . 
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broad-cloth  in  the  storehouse,  with  the  exception  of 
six  bales  which  were  damp,  torn,  or  mildewed. 

I  was  at  night  entertained  at  a  banquet  in 
the  s^arden-house  of  Muttu  Chetti. 

Thursday,  8th  September  17 U6,  or  27th  Avani  of 
Al'shaya. — Nothing  noteworthy  occurred  to-day  at 
the  Governor's  house. 

M.  de  la  Villebague  received  from  me  the  indent 
and  receipt  for  10,000  rupees,  which  he  gave  me  on 
the  25th  August,  gave  me  another  sum  of  10,000 
rupees,  and  obtained  from  me  a  receipt  for  the  whole 
20,000.     He  furnished  me  with  a  revised  indent. 

As  this  was  the  concluding  day  of  the  Christian 
festival  at  Ariyankuppam,  I  returned  home,  after 
having  seen  the  spectacle  at  the  VilliyanalMr  gate. 

Frldaj/,  the  9th  September  17 If  6,  or  28th  Avajii  of 
AJcshaya. — M.  Dupleix  sent  for  and  directed  me  to 
procure  fifteen  horses,  stating  that  they  were  required 
for  the  expedition  against  Madras.  M.  d'Auteuil 
came  to  me  twenty  times  to  remind  me  of  this  order. 

M.  Cornet  said  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Governor  that  a  supply  of  six  or  seven  large  brass 
pots,  for  boiling  gram,  should  be  sent. 

This  evening,  the  Governor  drove  to  Ariyan- 
kuppam,  where  his  wife  is  residing.  It  is  said  that 
he  received  there  a  letter  from  Karikal.  Soon  after 
reading  it,  he  returned  to  Pondichery,  giving  up 
his  original  intention  of  remaining  at  Ariy^nkuppam 
for  the  night,  and  he  left  instructions  with  his  wife 
to  follow  him  next  day.     As  no  food  was  ready  for 
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bini  at  Pondichery,  he  made  a  meal    from   dishes     Chap. 

•^  '  XXVI. 

obtained  from  other  nouses.  

This  day,  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Governor  was  Another" 

•'  '  letter  to 

received  from  the  Naw^b,  and  it  was  to  the  following  g^^^*'™^'" 
enect : — 

"  In  spite  of  our  explicit  instructions  that  you  states 

lil^lf  lis 

should   forbear  from   attacking    iVladras,   you  have  if^^^^^^*^""'^* 
despatched  an  expedition  thither.     We  are  therefore  Madras 

^  '^  .  ,  have 

not  disposed  to  allow  Pondichery  to  continue  m  your  ^^l^^l^ 

Nawab  will 


possession.      We   accordingly    propose  to   advance  adv^ce'on 

11  1  1  1    •       Poiidi- 

against  your  town.     You  transgress  all  bounds;  this  cJi"y 
is  improper." 

The  letter  was  couched  in  these  harsh  terms. 
The  Governor  directed  the  despatch  of  a  reply 
as  below : — 

"The  captains  of  the  ships  of  war  of   France  g^J'*^ 
are  bound  by   the  orders    of  their  King ;   and  will 
not  care  to  listen  to  the  counsels  of  others." 

Saiurdmj,    10th  September  1746,    or  29th   Avani  suct^een 
of  AlcsUaiia. — In  accordance  with  the  orders    of  the  Sattack 

-'  '^  nil-        onMadra 

Governor,  who  had  directed  that  all  the  horses  m 
the  possession  of  the  townspeople  should  be  obtained 
for  the  expedition  against  Mndras,  we  collected 
thirteen  animals  from  the  natives,  and  three  from 
the  Europeans,  and  handed  these  sixteen  over  to  the 
charge  of  M.  d'Auteuil. 

To-day,    a    letter    was    despatched    to    Nawab  Lem-rs 
Anwar-ud-din   Khan,   enclosing  a  copy    of  another  Anwa"ud-'' 

'  !•       1         ^^^  Khan 

addressed  to   Nizam-ul-mulk.      ihe   purport  or   the  amrNizam- 
oomraunication  was  as  follows  :  — 
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"The  King  of  France  has  been  informed  that 
the  English  at  Madras  have  unjustly  seized  French 
ships,  and   that  they    have  taken    another,    bound 
for    Manilla,    which    bore    the    name    and    flag   of 
Muhammad  Shah    the   Emperor  of  Delhi,  and   was 
carrying   a   cargo    consigned    to    him.     The   insult 
offered  to  the  Emperor,  by  thus  capturing  a   ship 
bearing  his  name  and  flag,  has  exceedingly  enraged 
the  King  of  France,  his   most  faithful  friend.     He 
is  therefore  resolved  that  the  city  of  Madras,  which 
belongs  to  the  Knglish,  shall  be  seized,  and  that  the 
British   flag   which   now    flies   there    shnll  be    torn 
down,  and  replaced  by  that  of  the  French.     He  has 
accordingly   despatched  a  few    men-of-war  to  take 
Madras,  and  to  hoist  the  white  flag  over  it.     We  are 
carrying  out    the   royal    mandate,    and  you   should 
help  us  in  whatever  way  you  can." 

The  foregoing  facts  were  set  out,  in  all  fulness, 
on  four  sheets  of  paper.  A  copy  was  sent  to  Nizam- 
ul-mulk,  another  to  Imam  Sahib,  and  a  third  to 
Anwar-ud-din  Khan ;  as  also  one  to  the  vakil* 
Subbaiyan,  who  was  commissioned  to  read  and  show 
it  to  all  Muhammadans.  It  was  also  rendered  into 
Telugu,  and  the  vakil  was  requested  to  show  it  to 
all  the  Telugu  and  Tamil  gentry,  and  explain  its 
contents. 

The  letter  to  Niz^m-ul-mulk  was  forwarded  to 
Masulipatam,  with  that  addressed  to  Imam  Sahib, 


*  An  attorney  :  an  authorized  representative  ;  an  agent. 
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for    transmission  thence   to   its   destination.     That      Chap. 

XXVI. 

for  Anwar-ucl-clin  Khan   was  despatched   to  Arcot,       — 
by  two  peons,    and   they  carried  one  for  the  vakil 
Subbaiyan,    who    was    instructed    in    it    to   report 
what  occurred  there. 

Letters  in   similar   terms    were   also   sent  to  the  Lettiism 
amaldars  of  Mylapore  and    Poonamallee,  who   were  ^oa'SfMidMrs 

.  1  p  •    1       1         T^  1       "^  M.vlapore 

at   the   same   time    requested    to  lurnish  the  rrench  amiPoona- 

■•■  mallee 

with  whatever  help  they  required.  They  were  aSance. 
warned  that  should  they  fail  to  comply,  they  would 
be  punished,  and  their  towns  would  be  plundered  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand  a  promise  was  made  that 
in  the  event  of  their  assisting  with  the  requisite 
men  and  provisions,  they  would  be  adequately 
recompensed.     These  communications  were  handed   xheso 

••  haiuU'il  to 

over  to  M.  d'Espremenil,  for  delivery  to  the  addres-  meniHm'*'" 

delivery. 

sees  ni  person. 

This    evening,    the    Malie   sepoys  and    soldiers,  Embarka- 


tion of 


ri 


lestined  for  the  attack  on  Madras,  were  put  on  board  aua'kdn 
ship.  All  the  peons  in  the  service  of  the  Company 
who  lived  in  tiie  town  were  mustered,  and  detailed 
for  attendance  on  the  different  officers.  The  order 
was  written  by  the  Governor  with  his  own  hand. 
Peons  were  also  collected  as  specified  below.  The 
Deputy  Governor  was  asked  to  send  his  peon 
Muttukrishiiama  Nayakkan ;  I,  one;  Accountant 
Lakshmana  Nayakkan,  four ;  the  Custom  House, 
four;  the  Mint  two;  the  Hospital,  four ;  and  the 
members  of  the  Council,  their  respective  peons. 
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Peons  :iiul 
two  native 
officers 
shippeil. 

M.  (le  U 
Boavaon- 
iiais,  belli); 
about  to 
sail  for 
Madras, 
goes  to  take 
leave  of 
him. 


Governor 
bids  him 
farewell  on 
the  beacli. 


He 

embfirks 
under  a 
salnte. 


Adminis- 
trative 
arrange- 
ments to  be 
made  on 
capture  of 
Madras. 


French  em- 
barkation 
of  troops, 
arms  and 
stores. 


A  hundred  peons,  and  two  native  oflQcers  namwu 
Perayan  and  Anandappan,  embarked;  and  the  peons 
and  soldiers  who  remained  in  the  garrison  were 
posted  at  the  batteries. 

Sunday,  11th  September  17 k6,  or  30th  Acanl  of 
Akshaija. — At  9  this  morning,  M.  dela  Bourdonnais, 
being  about  to  set  out  on  the  expedition  against 
Madras,  repaired  to  the  Governor's  house,  to  take 
leave  of  him.  They  conversed  together  for  two 
Indian  hours,  and  then  went  as  far  as  the  Cusiom 
House  on  the  beach,  where  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  bade 
farewell  to  the  Governor.  Twentj-one  guns  were 
then  fired,  and  another  salvo  of  a  like  number  was 
discharQ:ed  when  M .  de  la  Bourdonnais  entered  the 
boat  which  was  to  take  him  on  board.  It  carried  two 
flags,  and  bore  him  to  his  ship. 

The  arrangement  in  contemplation  is  that  as 
soon  as  the  fort  at  Madras  is  captured,  and  the 
French  flag  hoisted  on  it,  M.  d'Espremenil  is  to 
assume  the  office  of  Governor,  and  M.  Paradis  that 
of  Deputy ;  all  the  other  Europeans,  including 
soldiers,  East  Indians,  Mahe  sepoys,  and  Carnatic 
peons,  looking  upon  them  as  their  superiors.  These 
two  officers,  as  well  as  M.  d'Auteuil  captain  of 
the  guard,  and  the  body  guard,  embarked.  Thirty- 
six  horses,  including  those  belonging  to  the 
Company,  were  also  taken  on  board.  The  muni- 
tions of  war  which  had  been  collected  during  the 
last  two  years,  and  all  the  arms  required  for  the 
capture  of  the  fort,  were  shipped  in  order  to  obviate 
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the  necessity  of  bavins:  to  procure  them  later   on.      Chap. 

XXVJ 

To  give  one  an  idea  of  the  stores  with  which  the      

expedition  was  furnished,  it  is  sufficient  to  mention  complete- 

^  nes.s  of 

that  even  bundles   of  brooms   were  not  forgotten.  ^'°'^*^**' 
When    all    the    supplies   had   been   embarked,    M. 
Dupleix  returned   home.     For    the    reasons  stated 
below,  it  was  considered  that  the  services  of  a  dubash  Adubaeh 

required. 

would  be  reqnired  at  Madras  during  the  time  that 
operations  were  in  progress. 

The  accents  of  Nawab  Anwar-ud-din  Khan,  and  Reasons  for 

°  '  this. 

of  the  Muhammadan  officers  at  the  chief  places 
near  Madras,  may  have  occasion  to  call  on  the 
French  officials.  The  Muhammadan  nobles  are 
also  likely  to  visit  them.  The  French  may  also 
have  to  communicate  with  some  of  the  horsemen 
of  the  Nawab,  with  Muhammad  Kamal  the  son  of  the 
Nawab  by  a  concubine,  and  with  the  Muhammadans 
in  charge  of  the  forty  horses  whicli  accompany  him, 
on  the  pretence  that  they  are  the  Naw^b's.  These, 
it  may  be  mentioned,  have  been  obtained  by  the 
people  of  Madras  ihrougli  the  agency  of  the  son 
of  Vali  Muhammad,  the  ex-amaldar  of  Tiruppa- 
str,  who  abandoning  that  office,  lias  taken  to  the 
profession  of  a  merchant  at  Madras.  He  has 
supplied  this  number,  against  300  indented  for. 
The  amaldars  of  Poonamallee  and  My  la  pore,  and 
others  of  this  class,  may  likewise  find  it  necessarv 
to  hold  intercourse  with  the  French. 

On   these  grounds  the  Governor  desired  me  to  uiamt's 
send  my  brother  Tiruvengadam    for   this  duty.     I  selected. 
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Diarist 
thoiigli 
at  first 
objoi'liiiK 
and  ollVring 
to  go 
himself, 
aeciiiiesces^ 


Tliose 
selected  to 
accoinpjiny 
diarist's 
brother. 


Gates  of 
towii 

closcil. 


represented  that  he  was  young  and  raw,  and  having 
had  no  experience  of  times  of  war,  might  lose  his 
head;  and  on  this  ground  I  offered  to  go  myself. 
He  replied  :  "  He  is  endowed  with  very  quick  parts, 
is  more  intelligent  than  yourself,  and  is  eminently 
suited  to  the  situation.  lie  only  sliould  be  sent. 
You  cannot  be  spared.  You  may  accompany  me 
when  I  go."  It  was  evident  that  he  would  lose 
his  temper  if  I  opposed  him  further.  I  therefore 
acquiesced,  but  inquired  who  of  the  Company's 
clerks  would  accompany  him.  He  replied :  "  Send 
whomsoever  you  like "  ;  and  left  the  selection  to 
my  option.  I  then  arranged  that  Krishnaiyan  the 
Hasty,  and  Chinna  Tambu  Kaagappa  Chetti,  should 
accompany  Tiruvengadam,  and  told  them  to  prepare 
at  once  to  start  for  Madras  by  land. 

This  morning,  all  the  gates  of  the  town  remained 
closed..  The  wicket  at  the  Vazhudavlir  gate  alone 
was  left  open,  injunctions  being  given  to  the  towns- 
people not  to  leave  Pondichery.  But  cattle  were 
allowed  egress,  and  people  from  outside  were  free 
to  come  in. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

FROM  SEPTEMBER  12™,  171^6,   TO  SEPTEMBER 

23RIJ,  17IfG. 

Fleet  detained  by  delay  in  repair  of  one  of  the  ships — Grovernor  sees  to 
this  in  person— Gates  remain  closed  — Fleet  sails  at  night — How 
composed- Governor  directs  deioarture  of  diarist's  brother — Letters 
handed  to  him  for  delivery  at  Madras-  Personal  instructions  given  to 
him  by  Governor — Diarist  advises  his  brother  to  keep  a  diary — And 
i*epoi*t  to  M.  d'Espiemenil  anything  done  by  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
-  -He  starts  for  Madras — Omen  observed  on  his  departure  considered 
not  an  ill  one — Town  gate»  reoi^ened — Governor  asks  diarist  whether 
his  brother  has  departed — And  what  the  instructions  given  to  hiiu 
were — Conversation  regarding  profits  likely  to  acci'ue  to  them  by  this 
mission  to  Madras — Governor,  referring  to  his  losses,  nrges  diarist  to 
do  his  best  for  him —  And  desires  him  to  instnict  his  brother  to  make 
daily  reports — Diarist  does  so,  and  sends  his  brother  materials  for 
keeping  diary — Governor  asks  whether  news  received  from  Madras  — 
And  what  the  Mnhammadans  say  as  to  nffairs — Ditirist  tells  him  ^  And 
mentions  tlieircontem])tuous  opinion  of  the  English — Governor  directs 
a  certain  paper  to  be  read  to  them — Contents  of  this — Diarist  instructs 
Madananda  Pandit  accordingly — lie  reports  compliance — Governor 
again  inquires  as  to  news  from  Madrns — Informs  diarist  of  receipt  of 
note  from  M.  Paradis — Diarist  foretells  easy  capture  of  Madras — And 
speaks  flatteringly  of  French  nation,  and  Governor — Predicts  thnt 
renown  of  Governor  will  be  a  source  of  constant  pride  to  his  family — 
And  that  King  will  appoint  him  jirime  minister— Delight  of  Governor 
— Speaks  of  diarist  in  the  highest  terms  to  those  present — Requests 
liim  to  repeat  what  Muhammadans  have  said — Governor  renews 
inquiries  regarding  Madras — Tells  diarist  what  occurred  aftei-  French 
reached  IVfylapore—  And  what  took  place  when  the  amaldar  read  the 
letter  addressed  to  him  —  Makes  depreciatory  remarks  legardiug 
Muhammnrlaus  -And  observes  that  conquest  of  India  would  he  easy  if 
it  consisted  of  independent  kingdoms  -Diarist  suggests  that  small 
force,  wliich  he  names,  would  ln'  sufficient  to  ous*-  the  Muhammadans 
-Governtjr  replies  that  lialf  of  this  would  be  sufficient — Letter  to 
Tanappa  Mudali  intimates  ijivestment  of  Madras— And  action  of 
English  thereupon  — Governor  communicates  this  news  to  the  Council, 
etc."  Remnrks  'if  diiirist  on  hi^ariug  it  -Governor  concurs  with,  them, 
and  asks  inforinntion  regarding  fort,  eic.  Letter  to  Governor  from 
Mahe  — Reports  that  seven  ships  nri'  on  their  way  to  Pondichery- 
Elation  of  Governor  -Letter  from  .M .  ile  la  Bourdonnais — Engap-e- 
ment  of  M.  de  hi  Tonche  -Diarist  congratulates  him- Business 
38  VOL.  1 1. 
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transactions  witli  jNI.  Cornet, — Urgent  letter  to  Governor  from  Nawab 
desiring'  tliat    French    will  desist  from   attacking  Madras — Governor 
directs  courteous,  Init  ocjuivocal,  reply  to  lin  sent — Informs  diarist    of 
receipt  of    letter  from  M.  de  la    Hoiirdonnais-   And  comments  on   con- 
duct   of    Knglisli    reported    therein — Diarist     speaks    flatteringly    to 
Governor — Who  leplies — Diarist    continues    his   flattery    -Tells  Gov- 
ernor   of   prophecy    of  Brabrnan     that  he  wonld    capture    Madras — 
Governor  remarks  on  intelligence  of  Brahmans — Diarist  states  Brah- 
man foretold  that  Governor  wonld  be  created  a  marshal— And  explains 
why  he  (Concluded  that  this  was  what   the  Brahman  meant — Governor 
thanks  him — Diarist  informs  him  that  his  great  deeds  iire  the  subject 
of  song — Governor  imputes  this  to  him  — Convei-sation   on  the  subject 
—  Hiarist  states  what  the   songs    contain — Govei-nor  again  imputes 
I  hem    to  him — And  directs    the    singing   of    them    before    him    and 
Maaame  Dupleix  — Defers  this  to  next  day — Narayana   Pillai    details 
conversation   with    Governor  regarding  the  songs — Reply  of  diarist 
-Performance    suddenly    ordered — The    audience— Song    tianslated 
to  Governor   by   Madame  Dupleix- -Contents  of  it — Governor  desii-es 
certain  alterations — Directs  singers  to  perform  again  after  revision — 
Delight    of  audience — Letter  to    Governor  from    Madras — Intimates 
capture  of  Port  St.    George — Governor   causes  salutes  to  be  fired -- 
Announces  publicly  the  news — And  that  Governor,  etc.,  made   pri- 
soners—  Thanksgiving    service    held — Subsequent    proceedings — The 
people  attend  to  congratulate   Governor  -Who  orders  distribution  of 
sugar-candy,  and  directs  illuminations,  etc. — Promises  diarist  to  grant 
any  requests  that  he  may    make — Those  made  all    granted — Com- 
pany's merchants,    etc.,  request  permission  to    build    wall    round  a 
temple  — Governor   promises    to    consider    the    matter,    but     finally 
consents — Parade    of   troops,    and    firing    of    salutes — Day,    one    of 
rejoicing. 


Fleet 

detained  by 
delay  li- 
re pair  ol 
one  of  the 
ship's. 


Governor 
sees  to  this 
in  person. 


Monday,  12th  Septemher  17lf6,  or  31st  Avani 
of  Akishaiia. — One  of  the  shifjs  was  unavoidably 
delayed,  as  work  connected  with  her  rudder  was 
still  in  progress.  The  Governor  repaired  to  the 
beach,  saw  to  the  proper  fitting  of  the  steering- 
gen  r,  caused  the  articles  which  still  had  to  be  shipped 
to  be  placed  on  board,  and  then  directing  that  a 
ouD  should  be  fired  in  token  of  the  fact  that  all 
arrangements  had  been  completed,  and  nothing  else 
remained  to  be  done,  went  home, 


coitJjMJseil 


Marist's  brother  ordered  to  madras.  2P9 

As   was  the  case  yesterday,  all  the  gateb  were      chai- 
closed,  and  the  wicket  at  VazhudavAr  alone  remained      — 

174(3. 

open  to  admit   of  ins^ress  into  the  town.      No   one  crates 

*  '-^  remain 

was,  however,  allowed  to  go  out.  '■'°*''''- 

At  half -past  8  this  nio^ht,   all  the  ships   of  the  Fleet  saiis 

^  ,  at  S-SO  P.M. 

expedition  against  Madras  set  sail.  The  fleet  con- 
sisted of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais'  squadron  of  seven  Hmv 
ships,  two  country  craft,  and  a  number  of  sloops 
and  boats.  When  it  stood  out  to  sea,  a  gun  was 
fired  to  intimate  this  to  the  Governor. 

Tuesday,  13th  September  17k.6,  or  1st  Purattdsi  Governor 

directs 

of  Ahslicuia. — This  mornino-   the  Governor  directed  '"*;■,'?' I"i  i 

/  »'  o '  iiisiruci  ills 

me  to  tell  my  brother  Tiruvengadam  to  set  out  with  Jumx. 
Krishnaiyan  the  Hasty  and  Chinna  Tambu  l^angappa 
Chetti,  under  escort  of  twenty  peons.  They  were  to 
pass  through  Mort^udi  Ch^vadi  and  Tirukkazhuk- 
kunram,  halt  at  Covelong,  and  thenee  mnke  their 
way  to  Madras  aloiis^  the  sea  shore.     He  gave  me  a  Hands  him 

*"'  certain 

letter  addressed  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  two  i^\it."y*^i, 
others  to  MM.  d'Espremenil  and  Paradis,  which  were  '^'"'™'" 
to  be  handed  over  to  my  brother,  and  he  instructed 
me    to    despatch  him   at   once    on   his   journey.     I 
accordingly  delivered  the  three  letters  to  my  brother. 
The  Governor,  in  person,  told  him  to  see  the  mer-   iM!,ina'- 
chants  and   others  at    Madras,  and  persuade  theui  personally 
to  settle   at  Pondichery   with  all  their  effects.      He  7m'1 

,  .         ,    ,    .  ,  lirollicr, 

also  authorised  Inni  to  execute  the  necessai-y  agree- 
ments, and  make  such  conditions  as  he  thoughl 
fit.  These  the  Governor  promised  to  ratify.  He 
further  enjoined   on  me  to  caution  my  brotlusr  to  be 
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Chap,      always  circiimspcct  ;  wincli  I  did.    Tii  addition  to  this 
—       1   avlvised    liiiii    U)  repurl    to   me,  Irom  time  to  time, 

1  7J.fi 

i)i(irisf  '      wlmt   took    place  at  Madras,   and    to  luaiutain   in   a 

bills  liis  ' 

keep  a'         'juok  a   concise   diary   of  the   occiiiTeiu;es    of  every 

repoVtto      day.      I    further   suff^'ested  to  him   that    inasmuch 

th!''(Joi     as    M.    de    hi     Bourdonnais     was    accompanied    by 

Kuu.-fion-'     liig   brothor,  he   should    keep  M.   d'Espremenil   and 

others  informed   of    everything  done  by    M.    de  la 

Bourdonnais   that    might  come   to   his   knowledge, 

and   I   urged   on   him  that  his  conduct    should    be 

such  as  would  earn  the  approval  of  the  Governor. 

Uc starts  It  was  about  9  o'clock  when  my  brother  set  out 

for  >Iii(liii8. 

with  Krishnaiyan  the  Hasty  and  Rangappa  Ohetti. 

These  being  troublous   times,   Heaven   only  knows 

how  uneasy  I  felt  when  he  bade  nie  farewell.     Just 

o,„e,i         as  he  got  into  the  palanquin,  somebody  behind   us 

observed  iir-A  i-  pin-ni 

ashewai     sneezed,  and   Kunian,   the  interpreter   oi   M.  de   la 

dome;  so.  •'  ^ 

Touche,  drew  the  attention  of  Arunachala  Chetti 
to  this.  I  requested  Arunachala  Chetti  to  escort 
my  brother  as  far  as  the  Vazhudavfir  gate.  He  did 
so,  and  on  his  return  informed  me  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  sneeze,  there  was  no  other  omen — 
auspicious  or  otherwise,  I  remarked  :  "  This  is  a 
journey  which  has  been  undertaken  with  misgivings 
and  feelings  of  depression.  The  sneeze  signifies 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  anxiety,  and  that  he  will 
(Considered    rotdim  to  US  in  safcty.     Under   the   circumstances, 

to  portend  '' 

noil).  ^]^Q  omen  portends  no  ill."     With   these  words,   I 

permitted  him  to  retire. 
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All  the  towii-o'ates,  which  for  the  past  two  day;;      Chaf. 
.       .                                      .                        xxvii. 
had  been  closed  in  view  to  prevent  the  residents  from 

leaving,  were  thrown  open   at  day-break  to-day,  and  Town  gates 

reopened. 

people  have  been  going  in  and  out,  as  freely  as  ever. 

WcfliiGiiday^  llifh  SepUiuhet  171^6^  or  2nd  PuraU 
tdfii  of  Akshaija. — ^Tbis  morning,  I  went  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's house;  he  was  engaged  in  writing,  and 
nothing  noteworthy  took  place.  1  then  walked  on 
to  my  arecanut  storehouse,  where  I  stayed  until 
noon,  and  thence  returned  home. 

In  the  evening  at  5,  the  Governor,  who  was  ntthe  Governor 

-IT       1        TA     A  1  •     1      •  1      Sonets  tor 

Vazliudavur  gate,  where  a  moat  is  being  constructed,  fiiai-'^t. 
sent  for  me.     In  obedience  to  the  summons,  I  went  to 
him,  and  paid  my  respects.     As  soon  as  he  saw  me,  he 
inquired  whether  I  had  sent  my  brotlier  to  Madras,  inquires 
I  answered  :     "  He  left  for  Madras  at  9  yesterday  his  brother 

•^     lias  started, 

morning."     He  then  said  :   "  Have  you  told  him  that  't^tt\^v 
he  can  srive  permits   to   merchants  under  his   own  instrnc- 

^  ^  tions  were 

hand,  that  the  signatures  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  him."*" 
and  M.  d'Espremenil  and  others  to  such  orders 
will  be  unnecessary,  and  that  it  will  be  enough  for 
him  to  keep  them  informed  of  what  he  does  ?  Does 
he  know  that  I  have  given  him  general  discretion- 
ary power  in  the  transaction  of  business  ?  I  have 
already  spoken  to  you  on  these  matters." 

I  replied  :   "  I   have  told  him   to  fnrnish  permits  uiarisi 

'  replies. 

as  desired  by  you,  and  should  any  doubts  be  raised,  to 
give  his  word  of  honour  that  they  will  be  res])ected." 
He  then  said  :    "  What  profit  is  his  mission  likely 
to  yield  to  us." 
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Couver- 
sHtion 
regavdiii!-' 
profits 
likely  to 
result  from 
this 
mission. 


(jovernoi- 
referring 
to  his 
losses 
nrges 
ilianst  to 
do  his  best 
for  him. 


And  bids 
him 

instruct  his 
Ijrother  to 
make  daily 
reports. 


Diarist 
sends  his 
Vjrother 
directions 
accord- 
ingly, and 
materials 
lor  keeping 
diary. 


Governor 
asks  if  an.v 
news  from 
3Iadras. 


My  auswer  was  :  "  About  five  lakhs  of  pagodas 
might  be  made  it'  my  advice  be  acted  upon  in  all 
transactions  connected  with  the  Armenian  merchants 
and  others,  and  with  the  Enghsh  Governor  and  his 
Deputy." 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  we  can  make  so  much. 
But  you  must  do  your  best,  and  put  all  your  heart 
into  this  matter,"  said  he.  He  then  spoke  at 
length  on  the  losses  which  he  had  sustained 
during  the  past  two  years,  and  the  daily  increasing 
expenses,  and  said  that  he  would  conduct  the  affairs 
of  Madras  on  the  lines  suggested  by  me.  He  told 
me  to  instruct  my  brother  to  furnish  a  daily  account 
of  what  was  taking  place  there.  He  dwelt  on 
the  need  for  constant  thought  regarding  affairs  at 
Madras,  and  continued  indulging  in  sundry  visionary 
pi'ojects,  based  on  the  presumption  that  the  town 
would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French ;  to  all  of 
which  I  made  suitable  replies.  He  then,  permitted 
me  to  go  home,  and  repaired  to  his  residence. 

After  my  return,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  my 
brother  desiring  him  to  send  me,  by  post,  frequent 
intelligence  concerning  matters  at  Madras.  I 
despatched  it  by  a  courier,  as  also  the  following 
articles  of  stationery  : — a  register  in  which  to  record 
daily  events,  two  packets  of  paper  for  writing  lettei's, 
a  stick  of  red  sealing  wax,  and  ten  pens  properly 
mended. 

Thiiyrsiltii/,  /51Il  Soidi^ialier,  or  3v<l  ParaUchl  of 
Akshoya. — This  day,  the  (tovernor  summoned  me, 
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and  asked  whether  an  7  news  had  been  received  from     chap. 
Madras.     I  answered  in  the  negative.     He  then  in-       —  ' 
quired  in  what  terras  Asad  Sdhib  and  other  Muhara-  And    ^' 

m>    •  e      T         1  T  1  •      1         inquires 

raadans  referred  to  the  affairs  01  the  day.     1  replied  :  '^^i^^^^ 
"They  say  that  on  the  occasion  of  their  first  naval  aTto*"'"'^ 
expedition  against  Madras  the  French  could  have 
captured  the  fort  in  two  Indian  hours,  and  that  if 
but  500   Frenchmen    liad  landed   then,    they  could 
have    obtain^^d,   without   any    difhculty   whatsoever,  Diarist  (.lu 

liim. 

possession  of  it.  They  farther  say  that  as  soon 
as  the  French  sliips  were  siglited,  tlie  Governor 
there  sent  off  his  wife  and  all  his  money,  to 
Pulicat,  that  this  action  so  terrified  the  other  Euro- 
peans  that  they  did  the  same  with  regard  to  their 
women  folk,  and  that  consequently  the  residents  of 
both  the  fort  and  town  have  all  fled,  and  abandoned 
their  homes.     Thev  declare   that   they    were  never  Ami 

•'  *^  mentions 

before  aware  that  Englishmen  were  such  a  white-  {im'pt*u°ous 
livered  race,  and  that  they  were  hitherto  under  eC'mi.^ 
the  impression  that  they  were  a  people  which  had 
some  military  spirit  in  it,  but  that  they  are  now 
convinced  that  the  fighting  instinct  is  one  entirely 
lacking  in  these  merchants.  Such  are  the  dis- 
creditable terms  in  which  they  speak  of  the  English. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  applaud  your  courage  and 
talent,  and  the  credit  which  you  have  gained." 

In  these  words  I  told  him  in  detail  ill  tliat  I  had  riovoino;- 

directs  a 

heard.    Tliereupon,  he  directed  me  to  tell  Madanuiida  'SoJ-V 
Pandit  to  take  with  him  to  the  houses  of  Asad  Sahib  "'fm. 
and  other  Muhammadans,  and  to  v(%(\  to  them,  a  copy 
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Chap,     of  tlie  paper  addressed  to  Nawfib  Anwar-iid-din  Khan, 

XXVII 

—  '    Niz^m-ul-midk,  etc.,  in    whicli  the  following  facts 
Contents      wcFC  detailed  in   the  form  of  a  history,  viz.  : — The 

of  this.  .  .  .      , 

various  matters  in  which  the  French  were  treated 
with  indignity  by  the  English ;  the  insult  offered  to 
Muhammad  Shah,  Kmperor  of  Delhi,  by  seizing  the 
ship  which  bore  his  banner ;  the  indignation  Avhich 
this  cirouiustauce  excited  in  the  mind  of  his  sincerest 
friend,  the  King  of  France ;  his  determination  to 
avenge  this  affront  by  the  substitution  of  the  French 
for  the  English  flag  at  Madras,  and  thus  to  gratify 
the  Muhammadau  public,  and  prove  to  the  world  at 
large  that  their  honour  had  been  retrieved ;  and 
the  arrival  of  the  French  shi]3s  of  war  in  view  to 
Diarist's      securino'  this  end.     I  gave  the  requisite  instructions 

instructions  ^  ^ 

ImS'"'       to  Madananda    Pandit,   and   he  visited  the  various 

Muhammadan  gentlemen,  read  the  paper  in  question 

Who  to  them,  and  reported  to  me  that  he   had  done  so. 

compliance    Whcu   ho    Went    to   Haidar   Sahib,   Chinna    Mudali 

with  tlumi-  •  .      .        ' 

accompanied  him,  in  the  hope  of  getting  a  present 
of  cloth.  But  that  individual  bnde  them  farewell 
with  nothing  more  than  complimentary  words. 

Governor  Friday,  16th  September   17/^6,  or    ktli    PiiraUmI 

fnquiresns    of  Aksham. — This  morning,  the  Governor  sent  for 

to  news 

M°dra8        "i®j   ^'^^^  asked   whether   T  had   received   any    news 

from  Madras.     I  replied  that  up  to  then  no  letter 

Informs       from  my  brother  had  arrived.      He  informed  me  thnt 

receiptoi      hc  had    received    a  note  from    M.    Paradis   stating 

note  from 

relwrtS''    ^'^^^  ^^^y  ^^^  camped  at  a  certain    village   in   front 
movements,  of  the  towu  of  Tiruv^mftr,  to  which  the^^  had  subae- 
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qneiitly  moved  with    1,000    soldiers,  Malie  sepoys      Chap. 
and  others  ;  and  be  observed  that  they  would  reach       

1746. 

Mylapore  to-day.     I  remarked  :   "  Your  luck  is  of 

the  best.     The  most  marked   renovvn  awaits    vou.  Diarist 

._-...-..  "  foretells 

With   this  expedition,  you  will  take  Madras  with  no  ^f^^^ureof 
loss  of  life,  and  with  no  trouble  whatever.    Even  now 
the  Padshahs,  Bajas,  Killadars,  Nawaba,  and  Poll-  i^lif^^uhe 
gars,  as   also  the  nobles  of  every  grade  and   title,   imuaare 

now 

who   belong^  to   the  various  communities,    such    as  pj'"'!'"^  , 

^  'the  French 

Muharamadans,  Rajputs,  Kshatrias ;  and  the  Cana^  admiring 

the  virtiies 

rese,  Telugu,  and  other  races  which  occupy  the  length  q^^^^l^^^^. 
and  breadth  of  India  even  as  far  as  Delhi,  praise  your 
nation  as  a  heroic  people,  your  king  as  one  of 
undaunted  courage,  and  your  own  valour  as  peerless. 
Your  talent,  your  fortitude,  your  reserve,  your  firm- 
ness, your  wisdom,  and  your  sagacity,  have  won 
universal  admiration,  as  being  without  a  parallel,  and 
these  will  in  future  form  subjects  which  will  con- 
stantly inspire  the  thoughts  of  minstrels,  and  be  sung 
by  them.  The  widespread  renown  which  you  enjoy 
throuofhout  India  and  Europe  will  indeed  cause  all  the  Predicts 

"  "^  _  that  the 

members  of  your   house,  and  all  their  descendants,  l'.a"ncdY.v 
to  bless  you   as  a  scion  of  it  who  has  permanently  ernorwin 
established  the  world-wide  glory  of  their  name,  whilst  p.X'to*"^ 
it  will  kindle  in  the  breasts  of  others  a  feelino-   of    '^" 
regret  tliat  their  families  have  not  produced  a  similar 
prodig^y.     The  Kins;  of  France,  when  he  comes   to  A.uitiiai 

^  '   '^  '  '  the  Kiiifr 

know  of  your  talent  and  enterprising  gallantry,  will  hinlhT"'" 

■.-....  .    ,  p  prime 

appoint  you  to  be  his  minister  with  a  pang  oi  regret  miIli^tel. 
that   he    did   not  do  so  earlier.     He  may  possibly 
39  VOL.  1 1 . 
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Chap,      tliiiik  of  acquiring  Gran,*  Turkey,  and  other  king- 

' —  ■    doms  in  Europe,  and  also  India,  and  of  installing 

Further'      himself  as  ruler  of  the  extensive  and  united  empire 

eulogies  of 

diarist.  ti^a^  ^i^^g  ^ould  form."  I  told  him  that  he  was  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  highest  favours  of  Heaven,  and 
said  some  other  things  which  then  occvirred  to  me. 

DeiiKi.i  of     This  created  an  amount  of  ioy   in  his   heart  which 

Governor  iit  •'    '' 

his  words,  cannot  be  expressed  in  words.  Patting  me  on  the 
back,  he  turned  to  MM,  Lhostis  and  de  Bury,  and 
observingf  that  there  was  none  other  so  well  informed 

Speaks  to     and  SO  intelligent   as  I,   spoke  at  some  length  and 

those  ^       •       J 

presentof     |^j  hioli-flown  terms   of  roe.     He    then  desuTQ  me 

diarist  in  o 

t^'erms^*  to  repeat  to  them  what  was  being  said  privately 
Requests  amougst  the  Muhamraadans  and  Hindus.  I  com- 
repeat  to      pUed  wlth  his  reciuest,  adding^  somewhat  to  what  I  had 

them  wliat      t'  I  '  O 

heard^        told  M.  Dupleix  ;  to  which  they  replied    "  Of  course, 

Muham-  t    •     •         i  ...  -i         r^ 

madans       of  course,     and  joniecl  me  m  praisuig  the  (jovernor. 

This  conversation  occupied  about  four  Indian  hours. 

Saturday,  17th  Sept p,mher  1746,  or  5tli  Puraffdsi of 

r.  Akshaya  — The  Governor  summoned  me, and  inquired 

Governor  »/  '  i 

[nquh'iesas  whcthcr  my  brother  had  sent  any  news  concerning 

to  news 

Madras.      I  replied  :   "  I  have  not  yet  received   any 


from 
Madras 


letter,    but    I    expect    one    to-morrow."     He    then 
said  tome:  "When  our  people  reached  Mylapore, 
M.  d'Espremenil  had  an  interview  with  the  amaldar ; 
wimr'         ''"^  delivering  my  letter  to  him,   assured  him  that 
aftM-"*^''      liis  visit    meant  no    hostility  towards  him,  and  that 

French 
reached 
Mylapore,  


Tells 


*  The  kingdom  of  Hungary,  of  which  Gran  is  ono  of  the  oldest  towns, 
was  doubtless  what  Kanga  Pillai  meant. 
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the  expedition  was  against  their  common  foe,  the    ^^'^J- 
EngHsh,  who  in  utter  disregard  of  either  the  banner      — — 
of  the  Emperor,  or  his  name,  had  seized  the  ship 
called  after  him,  and  that  the  French  were  marching 
towards  Madras   to   capture  them  and   their  fort. 
The  amaklAr,  who  noticed  the  details  of  the  equip- 
ment of  the  party,  the  soldiers,  and  the  CofFres,  was 
smitten  with  fear.     He  looked  deeply  agitated,  and 
his  face  became  pale.     It  was  onh^  after  he  had  read  wi.at  tiie 
my   letter  over  and  over  again   that    he   began  to  f^^^^P^'^ 
some  ext(5nt  to  recover  his  spu'its.     Atter  a  pause,  letter. 
he  said  as  follows  :    '  It  is  stated  in  this  letter  that 
the  expedition  has  been  undertaken  because  a  ship 
bearing  the  flag  of  the  Emperor  was  captured  by  the 
English.     Now   sir,   whatever  articles   you   require 
will  be  procured,  and  supplied  to  you.'     Thereupon, 
M.  d'Espremenil  told  him  that  he  was  in   need  of  jJi'.'^Kp,^! 
coolies,  boats,  and  certain  other  articles,  to  which 
the  amaldar  replied,  with  the  utmost  civility,   that 
whatever   he   wanted   would    be  obtained  for  him. 
Look  at  these  Muhammadan  dogs  !     They  have  not  f^f^'^""'^- 

.  1,        ,  •  n  rm  •  remarks  of 

the  smallest  grain  or  sense,  iney  are  unconscious  Governor 
of  their  own  might.  They  became  terrified  at  the  2*';^; 
sight  of  the  number  of  our  men.  It  was  not  until 
they  had  read  the  assurances  conveyed  in  my  letter 
that  the  Muhammadans  and  we  were  friends,  that 
we  purposed  capturing  Madras  on  their  account, 
and  that  we  would  not  molest  their  town,  that  they 
could  gather  sufficient  courage  to  speak.  Those 
Muhammadati  dogs  manage  to  preserve  their  forts 
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Chap,     and  territories,  because  the  whole  of  India  is  sup- 

A.  A.  V 1 J , 

—  posed  to  be  under  the  sway  of  one  sovereign,  the 
obieives  Emperor,  and  for  no  other  reason.  If,  as  in  Europe 
could casi'iy  ^^^^  Other  continents,  each  province  in  India  formed 

be  con- 

[rconsillcd   ^^  chstmct  realm,  and  had  its  own  independent  king, 
pendent       thej   couM    casilv  be    conquered,  and   would   soon 

kingdoms.  ^ 

vanish. 

SSs  "^^  ^^^'^  ^  replied  :   "  To  judge  from  the  apparent 

which  h'.'*"   strength  of    their    fortresses,   the   nature   of   their 
defences,  and  the  courage  of  their  warriors,  1,000  of 


names 
could 
reduce  all 
Muhani- 


m^dTn"'      our  soldiers,  two   mortars,   and   100  bombs  would 


princes 


Krilhn-J''"  "^'  sufficient  to  reduce  Arcot,  Guddapah,  Sirppai,* 
and  all  the  Mubamniadan  strongholds  and  countries 
on    this    side    of    the     Krishna."     He    observed: 

S'iierhaif    "  1,000  soldiers  are  unnecessary.     Five  hundred  of 

of  this  ,  .    . 

c'^mugh"'      '^lism,   with  two   mortars    would  be   quite    enough. 

These   .     .     .  f " 
Tanappa  Suudciu,  18th  Sefdemhcv  like,  or  6th  PuraUdd  of 

iludali  A  ,     I  ^^,        !•    11  • 

f';^om Myia-   Atc.shaija.  —  ihe  lollowmg  are  the  contents  of  a  letter 
fnTe"tme"nt   veceivcd  this  day  by  Tanappa  Mudali,  from  Madura- 

of  Madras.         ^  r    n  r     i 

nayagam  of  Mylapore :  "  Those  t  who  were  en- 
camped at  Tolasinga  Peruraai  Koyil  at  Triplicane 
have  since  moved  to  Chintadripet,  and  have  displayed 
the  white  colours.  The  Madrasis,  seeing  them,  fired 
seven  cannon,  but  without  effect,  as  the  shot  fell 
about  five  furlongs  short  of  the  camp.     Mr.  Morse, 


*  This  has  not  been  identified.     Vinson  (p.  81)  renders  it  «'  Sirappa," 
The  transliteration  "  Sirppai "  now  given  is  closer  to  the  original, 
t  This  sentence  is  incomplete  in  the  original. 
%  See  appendix. 
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the    Governor  of  Madras,   has  become  insane,  and      Chap. 

xxvn. 
his  place  is  occupied  by  the  Chief  *  of  Vizagapatam.       

All  the    o-uns    mounted    on   the   out-works  of    the  And  of 

"  abandon- 

fort  have  been  spiked,  and  cast  away.      The  English  "own  by 

have  thrown  open  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  are 

only  looking  to  the  security   of   their  fort.     Some 

of  the  troops  raised  by  Peddu  Nayakkan  there  have  And  states 

deserted,  and  Mr.   Barneval  has  had  an  interview  y-^jhad 

'  niterview 

with  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais."  la'BomdJn- 

nais. 

This    letter   was     read    and     explained    to    the  Goveinoi- 

informs  his 

Governor,   who   then   apprised  his   councillors    and  Xi others 
others,  in  detail,  of  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Morse's  new".* 
mental  aberration,  of  his  being   succeeded  by  the 
Chief  of  Vizagapatam,   and  of   the  encampment  of 
our   army    at    Chin tadri pet.      They   all    exultantly 
indulged  in  jeering  at  and  depreciating  the  English. 
I,  also,  was  summoned,  and  made  acquainted    with 
everything  mentioned  above.     I  replied  to  the  Gov-  Remarks  of 
ernor  :    "  This  does  not  come  as  a  great  surprise  to  when 
me.     The  people  of  Madras  were  in  utter  dismay  at  hhi""° 
tile  mere  report  that  you  had  set  out  for  Ozhukarai. 
Is  it  then  a  marvel  that  the  actual  sight  of  an  army 
should  have  unhinged   their  minds  P  "     Concurring-  Governor 

"^  C5    concurs 

with   me,    he    asked    some    particulars    concerning  fnformation 
the    position  of   Chintadripet,   and  the    fortress   at  position  of 

I  ^     •'  fort,  etc. 

Madras.     1  described  them  as  far  as  I  knew,  and  in 


*  See  appendix.  The  "  Chief  "  referred  to  is  evidently  Mr.  Stratt.ou, 
who  for  some  time  liad  been  Chief  of  Vizagapatam,  this  title  being  that 
applied  to  to  the  civil  officer  in  principal  charge  of  a  factorj'.  In  the 
original)  the  term  used  is  "  Chief  Captain." 
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Chap. 
XXVI 1. 


1746. 


U'tterlo 
Governor 
from  Malu'. 


States 
that  seven 
ships  are 
on  their 
way  1o 
Pondi- 
cheiy. 

Elation 
of  the 
Governor 
al  this 
news. 


Letter  from 
M.  de  la 
Bourdon - 
nais. 

Engage- 
ment of 
M-  de  la 
Touche  to 
Madle. 
Astruc. 


Diarist 

confiratn- 

lateshini. 


such  terms  as  would  be  likely  to  please  liim.  It 
would  probably  occupy  six  pa^-es  to  record  here  the 
whole  of  the  conversation  which  took  place  then,  but 
the  gist  of  it  was  as  I  have  written  above. 

About  noon,  a  letter  was  brought  to  the  Governor 
by  some  Brahmans  from  Mahe,  who  had  performed 
the  journey  in  twelve  days.  In  this  it  was  stated 
that  seven  ships  which  left  France  this  year  had 
touched  at  j\Iahe,  and  had  set  out  on  their  way  hither. 
The  joy  which  this  intelligence  has  aroused  in 
his  breast  is  beyond  description.  The  news  con- 
cerning Madras,  when  added  to  this  intelligence,  has 
raised  in  him  hopes  of  ample  resources  to  enable 
him  to  prosecute  the  expedition  against  the  English 
with  success,  and  to  place  the  Company's  trade  once 
more  on  a  sound  basis.  The  gratification  which  this 
prospect  has  caused  to  him  is  indescribable. 

This  day,  a  letter  was  received  from  M.  de  la 
Bourdon  nais. 

M.  de  la  Touche  having  obtained  the  consent  of 
his  mother  to  marry  MadP.  Astruc,  has  sought  and 
obtained  that  of  the  Governor  also.  The  preparations 
for  the  wedding  are  progressing,  and  M.  de  la 
Touche' s  delight,  and  lightness  of  heart,  are  beyond 
expression  in  writing. 

Monday i  19th  September  17 U6,  or  7th  Puratidsi 
of  Akshaija. — To-day,  before  visiting  the  Governor, 
1  visited  M.  de  la  Touche,  and  congratulated  hiip 
on  his  approaching  marriage.  I  thence  went  to  M. 
Cornet's,  where  I  checked  with  him  the  account  of 
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broad-cloths  taken  by  me,  and  furnished  him  with      Chap. 

XXVII. 

a   receipt,  addressing  it  to   the  Governor.     I    also      " 

obtained  from   him,  for  delivery   to   the    Governor,  Business' 

''  transac- 

a  copy  in  his  own  hand   of  the   bill,  and  received  j'l^'cornet. 
the  balance  of  the  sum  due  for  cloths  required  by 
M.  d'Espremenil. 

HavinsT  taken  leave  of  him,  T  was  proceedino'  to  Express 

c  '  I  CD  iiiesseiig:er 

the  house  of  the  Governor,  when  I  heard  that  a  camel  leueffiom 
express  had  brought  a  letter  rrom  INawab  Anwar-ud-  tooover- 

'  ~  nor. 

din  KMn.     As  soon  as  I  arrived,  Tanappa  Mudali, 
who  was  there,  said  to  me  as  follows  : — 

"  Nawab  Anwar-ud-din  Khan  has  sent  a  letter  ^iSr 
by  a  camel  courier.     He  points  out  in   it  that   the  this*^^ 

requested 


Madrasis    had    some  time    ago    planned    to    attack  ^^ouw'"'^'' 
Pondichery,  but  at  his  intercession  abstained  from  nttarkW" 

.  .  .  English. 

doing  so.  He  considers  it  a  matter  for  surprise  that 
in  defiance  of  his  remonstrances,  the  French  should 
have  despatched  an  expedition  against  the  English. 
He  saj3  that  it  is  unjust  that  the  GuzerStis,  Pathans, 
and  other  classes  of  people  of  the  trading  com- 
munities at  Madras  *  should  be  disquieted  in  this 
way.  He  reiterates  his  astonishment  that,  notwith- 
standing all  his  expostulations,  tlie  French  should 
have  done  this,  and  concludes  with  an  expression 
of  the  hope  that  they  will  in  future  refrain  from 
affording  ground  for  similar  complaints.  When  this  A,uiiiiat 
letter  was  read  to  the  Governor,  he,  with  a  grimace,  touh^m^^ 
ordered  me  to  send  a  reply  couched  in  the  followino-  .•"irep'iy"'" 

^     ^  "to  be  sent. 


*   Vide  footnote,  jj.  284. 
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Diarist 
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flattering  to 
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courteous  terms  :  *  No  harm  ^vill  be  done  to  the  mer- 
chants of  Madras,  *  and  any  offender  found  guilty 
of  wrong  doing  will  be  punished  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  French  fleet.'  A  letter  to  this  effect 
was  despatched  by  the  camel  courier." 

As  we  were  thus*  conversing  together,  the  Grov- 
ernor  summoned  me,  and  said:  "A  letter  from 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  received  last  nig-ht. 
When  our  people  marched  into  the  Governor's 
garden  at  Madras,  the  English  fired  only  about 
twenty  or  thirty  guns,  but  the  shot  flew  high.  If 
the  Governor  lost  his  nerve,  could  not  a  councillor 
take  his  place  P  Was  it  becoming  that  the  captain  f 
of  a  ship  should  be  invested  with  his  powers,  and 
be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a 
Governor  ?  Is  there  any  other  example  of  such  a 
height  of  folly  ?  These  men  have  brought  infamy 
on  the  whole  English  race." 

I  observed  :  "  They  have  disgraced  their  nation, 
and  you  have  graced  yours.  Moreover,  the  fame  of 
the  French  nation  has,  through  you,  spread  as  far  as 
Delhi,  and  the  French  are  spoken  of  night  and  day  as 
possessing  valour  and  prowess  to  a  degree  to  which 
no  other  nation  can  lay  claim.     This  is  attributable 


*  Vide  footnote  at  p.  284. 

t  M.  Dupliex  wa<  evidently  under  a  misconception  as  to  the  position  of 
Mr.  Strattou,  and  was  no  doubt  misled  by  the  use  of  the  words  "  Chief 
Captain"  nsed  in  the  reports  perused  by  him,  which  he  clearly  took  to 
mean  a  naval  captain.  Mr.  Stratton  was  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of 
Madras  a  membe]-  of  the  Council  there.     See  also  Appendix  (p.  410). 
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to  vour  iudividuality,  and  you  have  thereby  cast  a      Chap. 

j^  J  •'         .  XXVII. 

permanent    lustre  on    the   name   of    your    family."       — 

He  replied :    "  Rangappa ;    did    J    not    tell  you  who 
before   that  those  who  Inuo^iiod   then   would   after- 
wards  weep,  and  that  it  was  their  last  tit  of  laughter, 
whilst  those  who  wept  then  would  later  on  laugh  p 
Has  my  prediction  proved  untrue." 

I  answered  :  "  Sii^;  did  I  not  then  tell  you  that  ^^'^^^ 
your  hopes  would  be  realized,  that  you  would  acquire  flanerin^iy. 
imperishable  fame,  that  youi-  name  would  l)e  held  in 
great  esteem  throughout  Europe,  as  well  as  India, 
and  that  you  would  be  appointed  a  Marshal  of  France, 
and  raised  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  kingdom." 

'*  True,"  replied  he. 

I  added  :  "If  you  will  not  take  offence  at  the 
liberty  I  take,  1  will  mention  a  small  incident  which 
I  remember." 

"Not  at  all,"    he  said  :   "Proceed." 

I  then  continued  :  "  This  time  last  year,  a  Brah-  Teiis 

(Tovernor  ol 

man,  referring  to  the  circumstance  that  the  ships  tf^^'^^^''- 

.  ,  -,  1  •  1  Bralimaii 

had   not  arrived,   assured  me  that   m    the   current  'hnthe 


would 
oaptui-e 


month  of  this  year,  the  Governor   would  capture  Mnd"" 
Madras,  Fort  St.  David,  and  Cuddalore,  and  gather 
very  great  renown." 

"Was  it  a  Brahman   who  said  this,  "  he  asked. 
*•  Yes,  sir,"   1  replied. 

"  No  other  class  of  men  can  l)ear  comparison  with  t;<>v.inoi- 

*■  remarks  on 

Brahraans  in  point  of  intelligence,"  he  observed.         L" Bra?r""'' 

I  continued  :   "  Quite  so.     The  Brfihman  further 
said  that  when  the  attention  of  the  King  of  France 
40  VOL.  ri . 


mans. 
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Governo 
!  niimtes 
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was  drawn  to  tliese  achievements,  he  woukl  })e  ao 
much  gratifiof!  rhat  ho  would  appoint  the  riovernor, 
a  Marshal." 

"  How  did  the  Brahman  come  to  know  the  title 
of  '  Marshal,'  "  he  exclaimed. 

I  rephed  :  "  What  that  Brahman  said  wns  that 
the  Governor  was  destined  to  be  eminently  fortunate, 
and  that,  when  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the  towns 
which  I  have  mentioned  reached  the  ears  of  the 
f\ino^,  the  latter  would  be  so  much  pleased  that  he 
would  favour  him  with  rare  presents,  confer  on  him 
an  exalted  position,  and  keep  him  near  himself  ;  and 
that  his  career  thenceforth  would  be  one  of  marked 
distinction.  It  then  struck  me  that  the  distinction 
referred  to  must  be  that  of  a  Marshal,  and  I  inter- 
preted it  as  Marshal  of  France."  This  aroused  joy 
in  his  heart,  and  he  cried  out,  laughingly,  ''  Many 
thanks:   much  obliged." 

I  said  :  "  All  your  great  deeds  have  been 
rendered  into  lays,  and  are  being  sung." 

"  Who  is  it  that  sings?  Who  is  the  originator 
of  this?"  he  asked. 

*'  The  people  have  done  this  in  excess  of  the  joy 
which  fills  their  heart,"  replied  I. 

He  then  observed  :  "  You  must  have  been  the 
author  of  this.  I  imagine  that  you  are  accom- 
plished in  this  branch  of  the  fine  arts.  I  now 
recollect  the  way  in  which  you  were  wont  to  listen 
when  attending  musical  parties  here." 
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"  lean  uretend  to  but  little  musical  kiiowledoe,"      Chap. 

^  °  XXVII. 

I  replied.  — 

"  I  kuow  it  too  well  to  need  to  be  eDliglitened  by  (:..mer- ' 

sation  oil 

you"  was  his  answer.  the  subject 

He  then  asked  what  the  import  of  the  songs  was. 

I  replied:  "They  set  forth,  amongst  other  ;V Governor 
matters,  how  undauntedly  9nd  courao-eously  vou  states  what 
faced  the  days  when  no  ships  appeared  liei-e,  and  contain. 
when  enemies  were  overwhelming  you  ;  liow  the 
very  mention  of  your  name  so  terrified  the  English 
as  to  cause  their  bowels  to  fall  out,  how,  within  six 
months,  you  erected  eartli- works  and  fortifications 
on  the  beach  which  would  have  taken  another  person 
not  less  than  three  years,  how  you,  having  procured 
men-of-war  from  France,  defeated  and  dispersed  the 
English  ships — sinking  one  and  seriously  damaging 
the  rest,  and  how  your  heroic  achievements  have 
won  the  admiration  of  the  Emperor  of  Delhi,  and 
indeed  of  all  l^luropean  countries.  I  have  heard 
that  these  deeds,  and  several  others,  aie  celebrated 
in  the  songs." 

He  exclaimed  :   "  You    must   have  caused    these  *|^,^';ift'^'J* 
to   be   compos(^d,  and  sung;    foi-  no  others  knew  of  diarist. 
all  these  matters." 

He   then  retired  into  the  room  where  his  wife  >ii<j'^u'>- 

sultatioii 

lay,     and    in    consultation     with     her,     sent    woi'd  wife-iinrm 
throuoh  Narayana  Pillai.  fo  th<'  minstrels  to  attend  |<>r"-i"<' 
and  sing  before  them.      In  obedience  tu   liiis  oi'ck'r.     '""' 
Narayana    Pillai    brought    Kast^ri    Rangaiyan  and 
Venkata  Naraiiappa  Aiyan.      The  Govenifir  however 
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put  off  the  party  to  the  following  da}^  as  his  wife 
was  then  sleeping. 

Upon  this  Narayana  Pillai  said  to  me :  "  The 
Governor  asked  me  some  questions  regarding  the 
song^s.  I  told  him  that  some  Brahman  sowgster  oi- 
other  had  entertained  us  with  them  at  a  musical 
performance  at  your  house,  and  that  several  of  the 
townspeople  were  reported  to  be  learning  them  by 
heart.  This  piece  of  news  made  the  Governor 
merry  beyond  measure.  The  state  of  Madame 
Dupleix's  feelings  was  similar.  He  asked  me 
whether  the  songs  were  in  Telugu,  or  Tamil,  to 
which  I  replied  that  they  were  in  Telugu.  He 
ihen  inquired  whether  they  could  not  be  composed 
in  Tamil.     I  answered  that  I  would  consult  you." 

1  pointed  out  to  him  that  if  the  songs  were 
composed  in  Tamil,  they  could  not  be  sung  in 
Arcot,  Mysore,  and  Golconda,  but  that  if  a  Tamil 
rendering  of  them  was  required,  a  performance  in 
that  tongue  could  be  arranged  for  in  a  week.  Witli 
these  remarks  T  bade  liim  adieu. 

I  then  went  home,  ate  my  dinnei',  and  was  about  to 
lie  down  for  a  rest,  when  the  sinirers  told  me  that 
they  were  summoned  h\  the  Governor  and  his  wife, 
and  that  two  peons  had  eome.  I  tlien  instructed 
them,  at  some  length,  as  to  how  they  should  conduct 
themselves  in  the  i)resence  of  Europeans,  and  bade 
them  go. 

The  musicians  were  taken  into  the  house  of  the 
Governor  where  he,  his  consort,  his  sister-in-law,  and 
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the  wife  of  Pedro  Mousse,  were  assembled.    A  carpet     chap. 

A.  A.  V  li.* 

was   spread  for  them    to   sit  iipoD,  aiid  they  were      — 

asked  to  proceed.     As  tlie  songs  were  poured  forth 

by  the   minstrels  in   all   their  melodious   grandeur, 

two  or  three    European  ladies  translated  them  into  Tramiaten 

»/,.  v^    ^^i  £  to  Gov 

Tamil  to  Madame  Dupleix,  who  in  turn  rendered  ™^ 
them  into  French  to  her  husband.  They  all 
enjoyed  the  performance  ver^  much.  It  was  men-  "^^I'^^^^f 
tioned  in  the  song  that  two  of  the  French  ships 
captured  by  the  EngHsh  had  been  sold  by  the 
latter  to  the  Dutch,  and  that  the  French  had 
addressed  a  remonstrance  to  the  Dutch,  and  wrung 
from  them  an  agreement  to  refund  the  value  of 
these.       The   Governor    desired    that   this    should  Governor 

desires 

be  so  altered  as  to  convej  the  meaning  that  the  aitSions. 
French,  by  way  of  a  penalty,  had  demanded  and 
received  15,000  pagodas  from  the  Dutch.  He 
further  suggested  that  some  lines  should  be  added 
to  commemorate  the  circumstance  that  in  an  engage- 
ment between  the  English  squadron,  and  the  French 
country  ship  Pundicherij,  the  captain  of  the  latter, 
M.  [Fuel]  discharged  a  cannon  shot  which  inflicted 
a  wound  in  the  l)ack  of  the  British  Commodore 
M'"  Barnet  and  eventually  caused  his  death.*    Certain  phects 

•^  singers  to 

other   additions   were  also   mentioned   by   him,  and  l^^^^ 

...  ,  .  ,       .  to  render 

ho  desired   ih<^  mnisti'cls  1o   attend  aoraiu,  and  sinff  thesongag 

'  '  '-'    revised. 

once  njoie  the  song  :is   revised.      The   performance 
aroused    in     the     hearts    of     the    audience    intense 


'  This  uppearti  lu  be  witliout  tin-  sliglitist  fonndnlioii  in  tad. 
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pleasure,  and  a  How  of  spirits  to  a  degree  beyond 
all  description.  Tliey  wished  some  other  words 
inserted  in  the  song,  and  asked  the  singers  to  have 
it  altered  as  dii-ected,  and  to  come  again,  and  give 
another  rendering.  They  were  very  charmed  with 
it,  lauglied,  and  made  merry :  their  delight  was 
beyond  measure. 

Wednesdai/,  21.if  Sepiemher  17k6,or  9th  Irurattdsi 
of  Akshaya. — Letters  from    Madras    were    received 
this  morning  at  9,  by  runners.     Some  of  these  were 
addressed  to  the  Governor,  and  a  few  to  the  mem- 
bers   of    Council.     J    also    had    a   letter    from    my 
brother,  the  contents  of  which  I  give  below  .     .     .  * 
ThiLisdai/,  22nd  September  17 h6,  or  10th  PnrafUsi 
of  Akshaj/a.~-At  o  this  afternoon,  a  letter  came  by 
mail  from  Madras  to  the  Governor.     As  he  was  then 
out  for  a  drive  on  the  beach,  it  was  taken  to  him 
by  a  peon.     On  perusing  it,  he  was  highly  pleased. 
He  then  went  to  the  custom-house,  and  summoning 
Ramachandra  Aiyan,    who  alone   was  there  at  the 
time,  communicated  to  him  the  news  that  the  French 
captured    Fort     St.    George    yesterday,     and     had 
hoisted  the    white    flag    on    the    citadel.     He    next 
ordered  that  guns  should  be  fired  in  honour  of  the 
victory.      As  the  gunners  and   all  othei'   European 
officers  had  left  the  place,  it  being  then  their  dinner 
lime,  there  were  none  there  but  the  Europeans  who 
mounted  guard,  and  they  fired  twenty-one  gun^. 


'    niauk  in  oiitjina;. 
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The   Governor    afterwards  sent    peons     to    the      chap. 

XXVII 

houKses  of  the  C Councillors,  and  men  of  rank,  to  com-      —  ' 

municate  to  them  the  news.     He  also  sent  one  to 

nie.     All  the  chief  officials  immediately  assembled  at  ')^{!^^'^^^ 

the  Governor's  honse,  and  1,  too,  went  to  the  levee,  tllene^vs. 

presented    bim    with    .     .     .  ,*   and    congratnlated 

him  on  the  snccess  of  the  Frencli  arms.     He  told 

lis,  with  happiness  depicted  in  every  feature,   that 

Fort  St.  (Teorgfe  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French 

yesterday,  i.^.,  AVednesday,  21st  September  (9th  Pn- 

rattasi),  at  noon,  that  the  white  flao-  was  then  planted 

on  the  walls,  that  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Gov-  Ami  that 

*  Governor. 

ernor  of  Madras,  to^ethei-  with  the  officers   of  the  p,.'^VoS' 
English  Company,   had  been   made  prisoners,   and 
that  the  French  officers  had  established  themselves 
there.     He  was  so  much  overwhelmed  with  joy  that 
he  proceeded,  with  all  his  co-administrators,  to  the 
fort,  and  entered   the   church  to   attend  a  thanks-  ThJinks- 
sriviuo-  service.     When  the  party  took  their  seats  m  ^ervi'^e 
the  stalls,  the  guns  fired  a  salute,  and  the  service 
proceeded  amidst  the  ringing  of  the  bells  in  the  fort, 
those  of  the  church  of  the  Capuchins,  of  that  of  St. 
Paul,  and  of  the     .     .     .+  church  opposite  to  my 
house.     When  the  service  had   come  to  an   end,  the  subsccm<in 

proceed - 

Governor,  waving  his  hat  in  his  hand,  shouted  Vitu^  le  '"'^^• 
roi  I     The  Europeans  in  the  church  and  fort,  all  took 
up  the  cry,  and  shouted  Vive  le  rot  !   The  whole  fort 
resounded  with  joyous  acclamations.     A  salute  of 


*   IJlank  in  original. 

t  Blank  in  (ho  original.    It.  wfis  tlio  oliiirfh  of  the  MisBions  Etrang^res. 
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twenty-one  sjuns  was  then  fired  from  the  fort, 
followed  by  a  like  one  from  the  ships  in  the  roads. 
The  party  afterwards  pi-oceeded  to  the  fTOvernor'a 
house,  oaronsed,  and  drank  to  the  success  of  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais. 

The  Company's  merchants,  Europeans,  Tamilians, 
Chetties,  traders,  and  others,  went  in  parties  to  the 
house  of  the  Governor,  to  cono;ratulate  him.  Rdma- 
chandra  Aiyan  was  now  called,  and  directed  to 
purchase  and  distribute  at  the  houses  of  the  people, 
ten  candies  *  of  siisfar.  The  Governor  next  told  me 
to  issue  orders  to  have  the  town  decorated,  and 
the  houses  illuminated.  T  accordingly  sent  for  the 
chief  of  the  peons,  and  directed  him  to  see  that 
the  order  was  carried  into  effect. 

The  Governor  then  turned  to  me,  and  said  :  "  Ask 
any  thing  that  yon  desire,  and  I  will,  with  pleasure, 
grant  your  request."  I,  thereupon  begged  him  to 
direct  the  release  from  prison  of  all  debtors  and 
criminal  offenders.  He  immediately  issued  an  order 
to  set  them  all  free.  I  now  called  to  mind  how  the 
poor  in  every  street,  and  every  corner  of  the  town,  and 
even  the  little  children,  hooted  and  execrated  V^su- 
deva  Pandit,  calling  him  a  villain,  and  a  perfidious 
wretch,  for  having  reduced  the  selling  price  of  betel- 
leaves  from  nine  to  seven  leaves  per  cash,  and 
finally  to  five,  and  that  of  tobacco  from  twelve f  to 


*  A  candy  =  500  lbs. 

t  Sic  in  original,  hut  it  should  app.arentl}-   have  been  twelve  and-a- 
half  (vidP  lino  9,  page  321). 
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ten  palams,  per  fanam.  As  T  had  repeatedly  heard  Chap. 
the  people  complain  that  this  formed  the  only  — 
serious  blot  in  the  administration  of  this  justly 
governed  town,  and  as  I  desired  now  to  put  an  end 
to  this  reproach,  I  asked  the  Governor  to  direct 
that  tobacco  and  betel-leaves  be  sold  at  their  for- 
mer prices.     He  immediately  summoned  Vasud^va  These  when 

made,  all 

Pandit,  and  directed  him  to  sell,  as  before,  nine  betel-  e^-anted. 
leaves  for  one  cash,  and  twelve  and-a-half  palams  of 
tobacco  for  one  fanam.  I  next  asked  the  Governor 
that  Subbaiyan,  who  had  been  badly  off  for  a  long 
while,  should  be  reinstated  in  the  oflice  from  which  he 
had  been  removed.  He  accordingly  conferred  on 
him  his  old  appointment  in  the  warehouse  at  the  fort. 
T  then  requested  that  Karikal  Tiruvengada  Pillai 
might  be  restored  to  his  former  post.  The  Gover- 
nor thereupon  directed  that  he  be  so  appointed, 
and  sent  to  Karikal. 

The  Company's  merchants  and  the  headmen  of  coinpany-s 

nierehants 

the  people  now  came  in  a  crowd  to  attend  the  levee,  ","'),  seek' 
and    having    congratulated    the    Governor  on    the  t'o'ini'ud'°" 

wall  roiuul 

capture  of  Madras,  asked   hmi  to  grant  them  per-  f|J"J"j" 

mission    for    the  erection   of  the   outer  wall  of  the 

VMapuri  Iswaran  temple.     The  Governor  said  that 

he  would  think  the  matter   over,   and  give  a  reply  The  gov. 

onior  pro- 
later  on.     They,  however,  replied  :  "  Not  so  ;  grant  J."',^^f^^e° 

us  permission  now.     The  towns-jDeople  are,  at  the  bmthe"*"' 

applicants 

present  moment,  invoking  blessings  on  you  for  all  }Jisc''o,i°ent 
the  good  things  you  are  at  present  conferring  upon 
them.     They  rejoice    exceedingly,  and  your    deeds 

41  VOL.  I  I  . 


322 


J  NAM)  A  BANG  A  PIf,^ArS  DIARY. 


Chap. 
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1746. 
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The  day 
one  of 
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infuse  joy  into  every  honsehold.  If  at  this  time 
you  assent  to  the  building  of  the  outer  wall  of 
the  temple,  your  good  name  will  extend  far  and 
wide."  In  terms  of  adulation  such  as  these  did 
they  address  the  Governor,  who  then  said,  "  Well, 
we  will  grant  you  permission  accordingly,"  and  he 
walked  away  into  the  office  room.  The  merchants 
and  headmen  left  the  place. 

After  this,  the  Europeans  assembled  at  a  ban- 
quet, and  made  merry. 

Fritiay,  23rd  September  17 U6,  or  11th  Purattdsi 
of  Alcshaya.—Kt  7  this  morning,  the  Governor  went  to 
the  fort,  and  having  ordered  the  flag  to  be  hoisted, 
commanded  that  the  soldiers  be  paraded,  and  that 
three  volleys  be  fired.  This  having  been  done,  the 
guns  on  the  fort  walls  and  in  the  beach  battery, 
followed  by  those  on  the  ramparts  of  the  town,  were 
discharged.  After  the  general  salute  was  concluded, 
the  Governor  and  party  repaired,  at  8,  to  his  resi- 
dence and  having  partaken  of  breakfast,  passed  the 
day  in  great  joy,  and  merriment.     The  w^hole  town 


was  illuminated  at  ni^ht. 
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CHAPTER  XXVllI. 

FROM  SEPTEMBER  2kTii^  171^6,  TO  SEPTEMBER 

so™,  1746. 

M.  Diilaurens  deputed  to  Madras — Eeason  for  this  — Governor  asks  diarist 
whether  he  knows  of  any  one  to  send  there,  to  assist — He  names  a 
man — Governor  appoints  M.  Dulaureus,  etc.,  to  offices  in  Madras^ 
M.  Dulaurens  promises  to  befriend  diarist's  brother — Diarist  writes 
letter  of  advice  —Governor  tells  him  that  his  brother  should  be 
recalled — He  consults  Gopalaswami,  a  diviner — Goes  again  to  Governor 
and  asks  for  an  inquiry— Governor  reads  to  him  a  letter  from  M. 
d'Espr^m^nil  accusing  his  brother  of  neglect  of  duty— He  remonstrates, 
but  Governor  remains  firm— Goes  with  Gopalaswami  to  his  warehouse 

—  Sees  M.  Paradis — Compliments  him  on  his  success— Council  held— 
After  it,  diarist,  following  M.  Paradis  home,  addresses  him  fiatteringiv 
— M.  Paradis  speaks  in  highest  terms  of  diarist's  brother — Diarist  tells 
him  what  M.  d'Espr^m^nil  has  written — He  promises  to  sef.  matters 
right — And  to  write  to  M.  d'Espremenil— Tells  him  to  send  certain 
instructions  to  his  brother — He  does  so— Trouble  caused  by  an  elephant 
dealer  and  others — Arnnachla  Chetti  tells  diarist  that  the  Conncil  is 
holding  a  very  late  sitting  — And  that  foundering  of  a  French  ship  with 
captured  treasure  is  being  considei-ed--M.  Paradis  informs  diarist  that 
he  has  written  concerning  his  brother — And  will  siaeak  to  the  Governor 

—  Letter  to  diarist  from  brother— Complains  of  overwork,  etc.,  and 
intimates  his  early  return — Governor  talks  with  diarist  regarding 
his  brother — Gives  certain  instructions  for  communication  to  him — He 
writes  urging  bis  brother  to  remain  at  Madras — M.  de  la  Bonrdonnais 
forwards  to  Governor  letter  from  Mahfuz  Khan — Governor  sends 
a  reply,  as  though  from  M.  de  la  Bonrdonnais — This  justifies  attack 
on  Madras — And  declines  to  retire -Chanda  Sahib's  people  ask 
Governor  for  certain  supplies— And  request  that  fitting  reception 
may  be  accorded  to  widow  of  Dost  'Ali  Khan — Company's  merchants 
ask  Governor  for  certain  money  due  to  them — He  reprimands  them 
fordoing  so— Directs  them  to  wear  long  robes  — And  informs  them 
that  they  must  purchase  from  him  the  goods  taken  at  Madras — They 
prefer  request  that  prices  of  betel  and  tobacco  may  be  lowered — 
Governor  converses  with  diarist  on  the  snbject— Remarks  of  diarist 
with  regard  to  Vasudeva  Pandit--Governor  declares  he  will  not  revoke 
an  order  once  passed-  Reprimands  VasudSva  Pandit;,  who  promises  to 
reduce  his  prices — Governor  indisposed — Letters  to  Nawab  and 
others  intimating  capture  of  Madras— Polite  message  to  Nawab 
requesting  him  to  prohibit  advance  of  Mahfuz  Khan  on  Madras — 
Governor  sends  for  diarist,  who  finds  him  conversing  with  the 
engineer,  and  retires — Arunachla  Chetti  and  others,  on    ihoir   way 
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Chap.  *'°  Madras,  take  leave  of  diariBt — Who  writes  regarding  them  to  his 

XXVIII.  brother,  and  sends  him  a    message— Sama    Eao  reports   arrival   at 

the   agraharam,    of   widow    of   Dost    'All    Khan — Details   attentions 

1/4*5.  which  she  desires  should  be  accorded  to  her — They  go  to  Governor's 

honse,  and  meet  Chinna  Mudali,  etc.— He  intimates  to  Governor  the 
arrival  at  the  choulti-j  of  the  widow — Conversation  as  to  the 
attentions  which  she  desires — Governor  declines  to  meet  her  at 
town  gate  —  He  converses  apart  with  diarist — Refers  to  gifts  made  by 
the  lady  to  M.  Dumas — And  desires  diarist  to  arrange  matters  with 
those  accompanying  her— Promises  to  meet  the  widow  at  the  town 
gate — Diarist  carries  out  the  instructions  given  to  him — Promise  of 
payment  of  any  sum  fixed  b}'  him — Governor  directs  diarist  to  set 
out  with  others  to  conduct  the  visitors  to  Pondichery — This  done — 
Governor  receives  the  party  at  the  town  gate — And  accompanying  it 
for  some  distance,  leaves  diarist  io  co)iduct  it  to  its  destination — 
Governor  sends  supplies  to  the  lady  — Imprisonment  of  bearer  of 
letter  to  M.  de  Bury — Governor  places  restrictions  on  transmissioii 
of  letters  by  post — Arrival  of  Marie  Gertrude — Letter  to  Governor 
from  Madras  reports  that  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  disregards  his 
orders,  is  placing  the  plunder  of  Madras  on  board  his  ships  and 
has  ransomed  the  foit  for  11  lakhs  of  pagodas  — M.  d'Espr6menil 
and  others  said  to  have  gone  to  Mylapore  -Letter  from  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  states  measures  which  he  is  taking — And  terms  of 
ransom — Auger  of  Governor  at  this  — He  writes  letter  to  Madras — 
Meeting  of  all  the  Europeans,  excepting  Governor — Decision  arrived 
at  at  this — Refers  to  inimical  conduct  of  English  —  And  to  fleet  fitted 
out  by  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  to  resent  tliis — Alleges  that  in 
engagement  with  English  this  fled — Alludes  to  the  gloomy  aspect 
of  affairs—  The  prompt  and  energetic  action  taken  by  M.  Dupleix 
to  retrieve  matter.^ — The  establishment  by  him  of  French  power 
at  Karikal — His  treatment  of  envoy  of  the  N'izam — The  effect  of 
this  on  the  people  of  IVIadras,  etc. — The  fame  which  he  acquired 
—  The  assistance  afforded  by  him  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — Tlje 
abject  conduct  of  the  Dutch  towards  the  French — The  failure  of 
the  fleet  to  pursue  certain  English  ships  —The  preparations  made 
before  return  of  fleet  for  an  expedition— The  excuse  made  by  W , 
de  la  Bourdonnais,  to  avoid  being  sent  to  attack  Madras — The 
remonstrances  of  the  Goveraor — The  indifference  of  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais — The  first  expedition  to  Madras — The  speech  made  by  M. 
Dupleix  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — The  reply  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
— The  resolve  of  M.  Dupleix  to  capture  Madras — And  his  under- 
taking to  bear  the  entire  responsibility — The  meeting  attributes 
capture  of  Madras  to  ability  of  M.  Dupleix — And  questions  right  of 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  to  ransom  it— All  the  Europeans  wait  on 
Governor — And  protest  against  restitution  of  Fort  Saint  George  by 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — Governor  sends  by  M.  Paradis  etc.,  despatch 
to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnnais  forbidoing  further  action. 
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SafurdciiL  2kth  Septeritber  17 h6,  or  12th  Puraftdsi     Chap. 

XXVIII 

of  Akshai/a.— At  4  tbis  afternoon,  M.  Dulaurens  era-      ' — 
barked  for  Madras,  to  raanao^e  the  financial  affairs  of  m.  u'uiau- 


,,       l.V^       ,^X.....,J^^ 


rens  sent 


that  place.     As  he  was  proceedini^  on  board,  eleven  toMariias, 

iai.ix)u   ^jj.-M^y^  1  o  '  to  manage 

guns  were  fired  from  the  fort,  and  seven  from  the  ship,  there.' 
1  will  now  state  the  reason  for  his  departure,  which 
was  decided  upon  at  a  Council  held  to-daj^,  at  10. 

When  I  went  this  mornino-  at  7,  to  see  the  Gov-  Reason 

~  for  I  his. 

ernor,  he  told  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Madras  complaining  that  the  French  who  were  in 
possession  of  the  town  were  in  the  dark  about  many 
things  relatino;  to  it,  and  its  inhabitants.      He  asked  Governor 

^  O  '  asks  (lianst 

me  whether  I  had  any  one   with  me  who  was  con-  of  any'one'' 
versant  with  the  affairs  of  the  place.     I  replied  that  there,  to 

•^  ^  assist. 

I  had.  He  thereupon  desired  me  to  arrange  for  his 
proceedino;  to  Madras  at  oiice,  and  explained  to  me  Andex- 

"  ^  plains  wliat 

that  he  was  required  to  furnish  information  to  ofwm.''"' 
M.  d'Espremenil,  his  co-adjutors,  and  my  younger 
brother  at  Madras,  relative  to  the  amount  of  property, 
and  business  qualifications  possessed  by  the  chief 
men  of  the  place,  then'  characters  as  regards  honesty, 
the  trades  in  which  they  were  engaged,  those  who 
had  returned,  and  those  who  had  not  yet  done  so, 
and  various  other  pai'ticulars  regarding  the  people, 
generally.     I  told  him  that  Taiidavaraya  Pillai,  of  my  n,.  uamv< 

a  man. 

caste,  was  the  man  to  whom  1  referred  as  being  now 
with  me,  that  he  was  clover,  and  knew  every  thing; 
and  that  I  would  send  him.  He  directed  that  I 
should  equip  him  for  the  journey,  and  despatch  him 
at  once.     I  promised  to  do  so,  and  came  away. 
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Soon  after  this,  the  Governor  nominated  M. 
Dulaurens,  to  manage  all  matters  pertaining  to 
finance  at  Madras,  M.  Barthelemy  to  assist  him  in 
Council,  Joannes  the  son-in-law  of  M.  Elias  to 
conciliate  the  Armenian  residents,  M.  Delarche  the 
son-in-law  of  M.  Elias  to  act  as  Pei'sian  interpreter, 
and  M.  Bruel  the  son-in-law  of  Al.  d'Auteuil  to  act 
as  English  interpreter.  He  directed  them  all  to 
embark,  and  sail  for  Madras  by  5. 

I  immediately  went  to  see  M.  Dulaurens  at  his 
house,  and  said  to  him:  "Now  that  it  has  been 
decided  that  you  are  to  go  to  Madras,  I  request 
you  to  extend  your  favour  to  my  brother,  who  is  at 
present  there.  He  never  has  had  any  experience  of 
difficulties  such  as  have  now  to  be  encountered.  His 
days  have  all  been  passed  without  a  care.  I  entreat 
you  to  overlook  his  faults  and  shortcomings,  to 
rectify  his  errors,  and  to  instruct  him  as  to  the 
course  he  should  adopt  to  avoid  falling  into  disgrace." 
"  Rangappa,"  said  M.  Dulaurens  to  me,  in  an  earnest 
tone,  "  need  you  tell  me  all  this  ?  Do  not  I  know 
what  to  do  ?  Are  we  not  friends  ?  You  need  not 
have  any  misgivings  regarding  the  matter.  You  will 
know  from  the  letters  that  he  will  write  to  vou, 
how  1  treat  your  brother  after  I  arrive  at  Madras." 
Before  his  departure,  M.  Dulaurens  delivered  over 
charge  of  the  stock  of  silver  to  J\I.  Miran. 

I  returned  to  mj^  house  at  noon,  and  instructed 
Tandavaraya  Pillai  to  prepare  forthwith  for  his 
journey.     I  then  wrote  a  letter  to  my  brother,  in 
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which  I  erave  him  full  advice,   and   entrusted   this      chap. 

VV  I T  T  T  r 

to  Tandavar%a  PiMi,  who  started  for  Madras,  and      — 
passed  out  of  the  town  bounds  by  1  o'clock.     After  Diarist 

Til  writes  a 

he  had.  departed,  I  sat  down  to  dinner,  then  slept  |f^{^?^j>f^ 
for  a  while  ;  and  at  5,  rose  from  my  bed.  hiSthe.-. 

This  being  the  day  of  the  hunting  festival,  I  sent  :^|*^n'J^^j 
App§-vu  *  on  horseback,  and  my  child  Nannachi  f  in  a  'ypphJw.md 
palanquin,  in  advance  to  see  it.    They  were  escorted 
by  my  peons  and  Kulasekai'am   Venkatanflranappa 
Aiyan,  who  rode  a  horse.     I  followed  them  with  my 
retinue,  and  we  all  returned  at  7. 

This   nio-ht    also    was   passed  in  reioicinc^,  and  contiuued 

o  >■  JO'  rejoicings. 

every  house  in  the  town  was  illuminated. 

Sunday,  25th  September  17 k-6 ,  or  13th  Purattdsl  of  Governor 
Akshaya. — After    7    this  morning,    I    went    to    the  bJotiler, 
Governor's    house.     He  then   said  to    me  :    "  Your  disobedient, 

should  be 

brother  at  Madras  does  not  comply  with  the  instruc-  '•^"""^f'- 
tions  conveyed  in  my  order  to  him,  but  goes  his 
own  way.  He  therefore  need  not  remain  at  Madras. 
Write  recalling  him."  So  saying,  he  moved  away. 
I  went  out  into  the  verandah,  and  pondering  on 
what  the  Governor  had  said,  sent  for  Gdp^laswami  Dimist 

consults 

and  asked  him  to  explain  the  matter  to  me,  by  the  gS!' 
art   of   divination.     He  said  that  in  the  circle  of 
the  zodiac  the  sun  was  overlooking  the  ascending 
sign,  and  that  this  day  was  not  propitious. 

Being    desirous,    however,    to    know  what    my 
brother  had  actually  done,  I  repaired  once  more  to 

*  Son  of  Ranga  Pillai'a  brother,  born  1737. 
t  Nannaohi  was  a  year  younger. 
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the  Governor,  and  said  to  hiai  :  "  My  brother  would 
never  disobey  ^''onr  orders.  It  may  be  that  some  one 
at  Madras  has  reported  prejudicially  against  him. 
The  matter  must  be  inquired  into."  In  reply  to  me, 
he  read  out  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  M. 
d'Espreraenil.  It  ran  as  follows :  "  Ranga  Pillai's 
younger  brother  never  communicates  any  intelligence 
to  me.  He  and  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  have  become 
very  intimate.  I  learn  no  news."  After  he  had  read 
this  to  me,  he  told  me  to  direct  my  brother  to  return, 
stating  that  he  was  not  needed  at  Madras.  I  replied 
that  althouo-h  I  could  not  conceive  how  he  could 
have  misbehaved  himself,  yet  I  was  willing  to 
write  recallino-  him,  and  ob.?erved  that  bis  return 
now  would  be  tantamount  to  a  disgrace.  The  Gov- 
ernor remarked  that  I  might  send  for  him  on  the 
plea  of  some  family  emergency,  and  rising  from 
his  seat,  moved  awa3^ 

Feeling  that  further  parley  was  useless,  and  know- 
ing also  the  specific  charge  made  against  my  brother 
by  M.  d'Espremenil,  I  resolved  to  go  out,  and  seek 
advice.  I  visited  Gopalaswami,  and  went  with  him 
to  the  areca-nut  storehouse.  Whilst  I  was  engaged, 
at  9  o'clock,  in  writing  a  letter  there  to  my  brother, 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Governor, 
M.  Paradis,  who  had  come  from  Madras,  passed  by, 
on  his  way  to  the  Governor's  house.  I  immediately 
issued  forth,  and  saluting  him,  complimented  him  on 
his  success.  He  replied  in  affable  terms,  and  went 
his   way.     Gopalaswami   and   I   conversed  together 
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for  an  hour  afterwards.     I  then  proceeded  to  the     Chap 
Governor's  house,  to  learn  what  had  passed  between      — 

1746. 

him  and  M.  Paradis.     A  Council  was  being  held,  and  council 

*='  held. 

the  latter  was  present  at  it.     The  Council  broke  up 
at  11,  after  which  M.  Paradis  went  to  his  house. 

I  followed  him  thither,  and  said  in  a  flattering  After  u. 

'  ^    diarist, 

way  :    "  Sometime  ago    you  went  to   Kdrikal,  and  jftara^is 
gained  a  victory  over  the  army  of  Tanjore.     Now  addresst>s 
you  liave  overcome  the  forces  at  Madras,  and  have  ««"-""-'>• 
captured  the  town  in  a  single  day.     There  is  in  this 
world   no  one  who  can  be  compared  with  you  in 
boldness,    skill,    or    valour."     M.   Paradis    replied : 
"  Rangappa  !     See,  how  victory  awaits  me  wherever 
I  o-o  !     But  vour  brother  is  a  very  clever  man.     He  m.  Pamdis 

"  «'  "^  speaks  in 

has  done  at  Madras  whatever  we  required  of  him.  feS*"" 
Such  things  are  hard  of  accom23lishment,  even  here,  broth,  i. 
But  he  managed  to  carry  them  all  out  in  a  strange 
place.     He  is  careful ;  none  is  abler  than  he.     Your 
brother   is   a  thoroughly   efficient   man."     In  such 
laudatory  terms  did  he  allude  to  him.     I  said :  "  You 
speak    highly    of    my    brother:    M.    d'Espremenil,  |;y«;ijt;^';^ 
however,  has  written  ill  of  him  to  the  Governor,  who  in^-nii has' * 

wriltMi. 

sent  for  me  this  morning,  and  ordered  me  to  write 
recalling  him."  "  AVhat  is  this  that  you  tell  me  ?  " 
exclaimed     M.     Paradis,     "   I    will    disabuse    the  ii.^   . 

promises 

Governor's  mind  on  this  subject.  Is  there  a  man  •^„'^,^,,,,, 
Htpial  to  your  brother  in  efficiency?  M.  do  la 
Bonrdonnais  summons  him  a  thousand  times  in  an 
Indian  hour,  to  confer  with  him.  M.  d'Esprem^nil, 
however,  neither  sends  for  him,  nor  seeks  his  advice. 
42  vol..  II, 
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Chap.      He  has   written    ill  ol:  him,  owiii;^  perhaps  to  aiiffer 

YVVITT  Oil  (J 

—      at  his  being  always  consulted  by  M.  de  la  Boiirdon- 
Attribut^     iiais.     1    will,    however,    set    the    matter    right  in 

what. 

.M.dEsi.n-  the  eyes  of   the   Governor.     I   will  myself  write  to 
j^ikmsV     Af.  d'Espremenil.     You  also  write  to  your  brother, 

iind 

promis.s  to  telling    him   to    discontinue    waiting    on   M.    de    la 

write  to  o  O 

Bourdonnais,  and  to  be  always  in  attendance  \ipon 


Ti'lls  (1  in  list 
to  seiirl 
certain 


M.   d'Espremenil.     Instruct  him   to  convey    all   his 
instrii"ti(.ns  uows  to  the    latter,   and   to  obtain  his    permission 

to  his 

i.ioth.r.  to  see  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  whenever  the  latter 
sninmons  him.  Bid  him  communicate,  then  and 
there,  to  M.  d'Espremenil  all  that  transpires  be- 
tween him  and  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  do  not 
forget  to  mention  that  he  is  always  to  wait  upon 
M.  d'Espremend." 

Hcrtoessc.  £  returned   to    my  house    at    noon,    and   wrote 

another  letter  to  my  brother  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  M.  Paradis.  After  that.  I  had  a  bath, 
and  took  my  dinner ;  I  then  slept  and  waking  at  5, 
went  to  the  indigo  factory.    Whilst  I  was  there,  Kazim 

Tioui.i."       Kh^n,  the  elephant  dealer  and  others  came  to  me, 

caused  by  ■' 

d(?a?er*ami'^  and  spokc  iu  vcry  importunate  terms  with  regard  to 
what  was  due  to  them.  I  succeeded  in  quieting  their 
clamours,  and  returned  to  my  house,  at  7. 

T     was    pacing    to    and    fro    on    the    jjavement 
V.  amum-     outside    my   house    when    Azhagapillai  Arunachala 

chrihifh.lli  ''  o     i     .. 

Ih,!t  t'h" '''    C'hetti  came  to  me,  and  said:   "The  Governor,  the 


Co  HI  lei  I 


ishoidi.ig     Councillors,    and    M.    Paradis,  are    deliberating  iu 

a  piolonircd 

sitting.        Council.     The  clock  has  struck  8,  and  yet  they  have 
not  adjourned  for  dinner.     At  4  in  the  afternoon,  a 
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letter  arrived  from   Madras.      What  its  coutents  ai'e      chap. 
we  do  not  know.     When  M.  de  la  Bourdonuais  with       — 
nine  ships,  was  on  his  way    Towards    Pondicherv,  at  Timt  a ' 
the  end  of  the  month  Ani  (June),  he  fell  in,  to  the  i*p;:;;^eVar 
south    of    iVegapatam,    with    some  of  those  of   the  aiteinw)n. 
English,  and  whilst  he  kept  the  enemy  engaged,  he 
sent,  unknown  to  them,  one  of  his  men-of-war  *  on 
an  errand  to  Chandernagore.     She  was  not  even  to 
touch  at  Pondicherv.     On  her  way,  she  encountered   And  that 
an   English  ship,   outward  bound  from  Madras,  and  ship^vfth  *" 
havinsr  captured  her,  and  the  treasure  of  four  lakhs  of  captured 
rupees  which  she  had  on  board,  as  also  a  quantity  of  lonskifmi. 
pearls,  precious  stones  and  jewels,  whi(;h  were  shipped 
in  her  by   Sambu  Das,  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to 
Chandernagore.     She  foundered  when  sailing  up  the 
Ganges.     Of  the  600  men  on   board,  only  thirty  or 
forty  escaped  by  swimming  to  the  bank  of  the  river. 
The  captain  M.  de  la  Beaume,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  crew,  went  down  with  her.      This  is  the  subject 
of  deliI)eration  in  the  Council." 

Mondaij,  26fh  Sepleuibcr  17Ii^(),  or  Ik-th  Purattdi^i  :M.Pai!uii8 

informs 

()/   Akshai/a.- — I    went,   at    7    this   morning,    to    M.  fi^'i'h,.ha» 
Paradis's  house.     He  told  me  that  he  had  written  to  (onleniiii^r 

hi.s  brother. 

M.   d'Espremenil  yesterday  evening  regarding   niy 
brother,  and  that  he  could  not,  during  that  day,  find 
an  opportunity  to  speak  to  the  Governor  about  him,    ^"'i^viii 
but  that  he  would  positively  do  so  to-day.    "  Very  I-ov'tnu... 
good,"    I  replied,    and  having    taken  leave    of  ^1. 


*  This  was  the  Insnlaire — vide  page  115. 
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Letter  to 
diiirist  from 
liis  linitluT 


(  iiiiiiilniiis 
of  ovt'i- 
work  mill 
ill-liciilili, 
and 

intimutes 
his  early 
return. 


Governor 
talks  with 
diarist 
resrardin^ 
hirs  brother. 


Gives  liim 
certain  in- 
structions, 
for  coni- 
muuieation 
to  him. 


He  writes 
urifiiig  his 
brother  to 
ri'inainat 
.Madras. 


Paradis,  T  proceeded,  at  8,  to  the  arccannt  storehouse. 
There,  a  letter  from  iiij-  brother  at  Madras  was 
brought  to  nie  by  the  post.  In  this,  he  stated  that 
he  had  so  much  work  to  do  that  he  had  hardly  tiiue 
to  breathe.  Denied  the  eujoynieTit  of  food  and  rest 
at  proper  intervals,  he  was  troubled — so  he  said  — 
with  piles,  which  had  bi-oken  out  afresh.  He 
d'^spairedof  writing  any  more  letters  to  Pondiehei-y, 
and  intimated  that  he  was  returning  thither  owing 
to  ill-health,  which  he  said  was  induced  by  the 
excessive  work  devolving  on  him  in  consequence  of 
the  officers  from  Poiidichery  not  having  arrived  to 
take  up  their  respective  ap]jointments. 

Having  read  this  letter,  1  went  to  see  the  Gov- 
ernor, who  asked  what  news  I  had  received  from 
my  brother.  I  replied  that  he  had  never  failed  to 
carry  out  the  Governor's  orders.  He  said :  "  I  see 
how  it  is.  I  know^that  M.  de  laBourdonnais  will  be 
constantly  sending  for  your  brother,  to  consult  with 
him.  Write  in  reply  to  him,  and  say  that  if  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais  summons  him,  he  should  obey  his 
call,  and  that  he  should  make  known  at  once  all  that 
passes  between  them  to  M.  d'Espremenil,  to  whom 
he  should  also  communicate  all  the  intelligence  that 
he  may  gather  regarding  occurrences  in  the  town." 
The  Governor  continued  talking  to  me,  in  a  joyful 
mood.  Taking  leave  of  him,  I  went  to  the  arecauut 
storehouse,  where  I  wrote  to  my  brother,  conveying 
the  instructions  which  I  had  received,  and  using  such 
terms  as  might  induce  him  to  continue  at  his  work. 
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After  T  had  finished  the  letter,  1  sealed  it,  despatched  ciup. 

it  to  the  post,  and  returned  to  my  house,  at  1  o'clock.  ^"^^^^^^^ 

Here,  I  was  met  by  Snbbaiyan  of  the  Fort,  who  s„bi?aiyai. 

came  to  bid  me  farewell,   prior  to  his  departure  for  visit's^  '°' 

'  diarist. 

Madras.     I  gave  him  presents,  and  dismissed   him 
with  a  letter  for  conveyance  to  my  brother. 

A  letter  which   Mahfuz  Khan  had  addressed  to  M.dei:. 

Bouidon- 

]\J.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  sent  by  the  lattei-  to  the  "omanuto 
Governor,  who  received  it  at  10  this  mornino-.     The  lettM-Trom 

°  Mahfuz 

contents  ran  : — "  Eemain  not    in   Madras.     Depart  ^^''*"- 
with  your  ships.     If  you  fail  to  do  so,  we  shall  come 
Avith  an  army.     In  the  meantime,   send   us  a  clever 
man  from  amongst  you."    The  Governor  ordered  the  He  sends  a 
followinor  reply  to  be  written  in  Persian,  makinp-  it  tiio"f-''i 

.T>  I    i/  '  &  from 

appear  as   though   the  missive  was   sent  by  M.   de  Bomdon. 
la  Bourdonnais  himself.     The  answer  was  in  these 
words  : — "  We  are  sojourners  here  for  a  time  only.  Tins 
You  are  aware  how  the  English  seized  our  ships,  and  t'leactio'i 

~  I      '  of  P  rencli 

how  they  treated  us  in  the  roads.  Although  you  !mavking 
wrote  to  them,  they  have  not — as  you  know — heeded 
your  warning.  To  make  good  the  loss  we  sustained 
at  the  hands  of  the  English,  we  have  captured  their 
town,  and  planted  our  flag  upon  the  fort;  and  we 
have  deported  them  in  their  own  ships.  If  you  And 
direct  us  to  embark,  and  quit  the  place,  how  can  we  letire.on 

^  *  I  he  jilta  of 

do  so?     The  law  of  our  country  requires  us  to  obey  contnfr.v*to 
the  orders  of  our  king,  and  forbids  us  to  I'egard  the 
commands  of  any   one  else.     As   we   are   here   but 
temporarily,  thore  is  no  proper  person  amongst  us, 
whom  we  could    send   to  you   as  you   desire.     You 
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Cum.  have  intimated  to  us  tliat  y(jii  will  make  a    progress 

^ ■  through  the   country.      When    you   do   so,   you  will 

'  ^'  come  to  know  us  anil  our  atfairs  better." 
riiaiHi.i  Sonie    of    Clianda   Sahib's    people    went    to    the 

Siiliib's  •      •  '         i 

(Toulnioi"  (governor,  and   asked   him  to  furnish   wheat,   sugar, 

supplies.  and   other  articles,   required  on  the  occasion  of  the 

And  ic'fiuesi  marria^'c   of  tlie   son   of    Hirasat   Khan.      Thoy  also 

littiiig  requested   him   to   provide  for  the  reception,    with 

"cconiedio  fitting  lioiiour,  of  the  widow  of  Dost  'Ali  Khan,  aud 

widow 

Sfi"  '^^^  ^*q^  ^'^hib  the  son  of  Taqi  Sahib  who,  so  they 
said,  were  about  to  visit  Pondichery.  The  Governor 
consented  to  do  all  that  was  required  of  him,  and 
told  the  messeugers  to  report  when  the  distin- 
guished personages  mentioned  above  arrived  at 
Tiruvengada  Pillai's  clioultry.  They  replied  that 
they  would  do  so. 

Company's  After  this,  the  Company's  merchants  presented 

merchants 

ask  the        themselves  before  the  Governor,  and   saluted   him. 
raonl?d'"'    He  inquired  the  object  of  their  visit.     They  replied 

totlieiu. 

that  they  came  to  ask  for  the  money  due  to  the 
dhobies,"*  for  washing  cloths.  He  said  that  he 
would  consult  the  Council,  and  let  them  know  what 
money  was  due  to  them.  He  told  them  to  go,  but 
He  they  did  not.     The  Governor  thereupon  exclaimed  : 

repriniaiKls  ..  'iir- 

them  for       "  Cau  vou  uot  Understand  when  you  should  prefer 

cloinfr  so.  ./  ./  i 

your  requests,  and  when  you  should  not?  How  do 
you  manage  to  get  on  as  Company's  merchants  ?  " 
They  submissively  replied  :   "  Sir,  had  we  known  it, 


*   I'rofessioual  washermen. 
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we  would  not  have  come."     He  then  said  :   "  Madras      chav. 
has  now  fallen  into  our  hands.     The  Company's  nier-       — 

1746. 

chants   there  wear  lonsf  robes.     You,   also,  should  Di.eots  ' 

'-'  them  to 

wear  these."     They  answered  :    "We  will  do  so,  if  l^^^l,, 
you  be  pleased  to  supply  them  to  us."     The  Governor 
took  no  notice  of  this,  but  went  on  to  say  :    "  You  Audmioims 
should  undertake  to  purchase  all  the  goods  taken  at  1^,7(1""^ 
Madras.     Consult  with    Kanga    Piliai  about  it.     As  goods tak>n 
you  reside  here,  I  am  resolved  to  dispose  of  them  all 
ttirough   you,   and    not   through    the  merchants   of 
Madras.     T'alk  it  over  with  Ranga  Piliai,  and  inform 
me  of  the  result.     I  will  let  you  have  the  goods  at 
favourable  price." 

The  merchants  said:    "  We  have  one  more  peti-  xhev pvetir 

'  request 

tion  to  make."     "What  is  it?"  he  asked.     They  vasudeva 
reolied  :     "  Vasudeva    Pandit    pretends   that    he  is  si-ouid 

r  •    •  1  lower  prices 

quite  unable  to  obtain  betel-leaf  and  tobacco  lobno'''.^'''* 
*'  What  is  this  that  you  say  ?  "  asked  the  Governor.  DiMnst  teiis 
I   hinted   to   the  merchants   that   this   was  not  the  ,\orthe 

.  .  ,  proper  tinu' 

proper  o})portunity  for  mooting  the  subject.     i\s  the  top.titioii. 

Governor  was  standing  close  at  hand,  he  requested 

me   to   repeat  what  they   had   said.     I   stated  that 

they  complained  regarding  the  conduct  of  Vasudeva 

Pandit,  who  fix:ed  what   price  he  liked  on   betel-leaf 

and  tobacco.     He  remarked  :   "  1  supiiose  a  sufficient  fioveruo. 

supply   of   betel-leaves   has  not  jet  arrived  :   lience  oV/the"'' 

.    1      ,,        T  •  1       •!  subject. 

the  high  |)rice  oF  that  article.  I  i'(miaine(l  silent. 
He  next  said:  "Do  yon  lliiiik  that  he  wilfully 
I'Titleavours  to  raise  the  ])rices  r"  1  roplied  :  " Nothing- 
is     hidden     from     yon.     Y'ou     know     eveu-ything." 
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Chai'.      He  then  said  :    "  What    does   lie   lose,    if    he  fixes 

'   low    prices  ?     I    suppose    that    it    is    the    outcome 

Rciimk'scf  of  his  grasping  nature."     I  answered  :    "  Vasudeva 

(liiu'ist  witli    -p,         T .  .     .  ,  .  , 

vifsirdevH     Pandit  anticipates   that   it  any  representations  are 

''""'"'■        made  against  him  you  will  send  for  him,  and  demand 

an  explanation.     He  hopes   then  to  excuse   himself 

by  stating  that  no   betel-leaves  are    brought  now, 

because  a  good  price   is   not  offered  for  them  ;  and 

he  believes  that  upon  this  you  will  direct  him  to  sell 

at  the  same  price  as  heretofore.     If  he  really  desires 

to  buy   betel-leaves,   any   quantity   of  them  can  be 

(^dares'      obtained."     In   reply    the   Governor   declared    that 

win  not       he  would  never  revoke  an  order  which  he  had  once 

revoke  an  i  •  i 

Tsspd*"*"'"  i'^^'iiod,  and  he  directed  me  to  assure  the  people 
of  this.  He  next  directed  that  VHsudeva  Pandit  be 
summoned.     In   the    meantime,   we   went   away   to 

Reprimands  our  houscs.     AYlicu  Vfisudcva  Pandit  appeared,  the 

Vasud('v;i  ,  ,    .  . 

Pandit,  ivho  Governor  spoke    t<j  him  m  angry  terms.      I  he  man 

promises  to  ••  o    ,/ 

ph"°'!''''     then   pledged  himself  not  to  sell  betel-leaves   at   a 

high  price,  and  took  his  departure. 
Governor  lu    cousecjuence  of   indisposition,   the  Grovernor 

did  not  dress  until  noon  this  day,  and  remained  in 

his  night  attire. 
Letters  to  Lctters   intimating  the  victory  at  Madras  were 

Nawal)  and  i  -.-r         at  p       *  tt  •  ^ai  -i  i 

"tii<''\.  sent  to  the  Nawab  of  Arcot,  Husain  iSahib,  and 
Madrls."'  others.  A  present  of  twenty  bottles  of  spirits  and 
100  rupees  was  sent  to  Munshi  Gulab  Sing,  and  15 
mohurs  were  transmitted  for  presentation  to  His 
Highness  the  Nawal),  in  honoiu'  of  the  capture  of 
Madras.     A  letter  was  forwarded  to  Subbaiyan,  the 
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vakil,  requesfciug'  him  to  inform  the  Nawab,  throuffh      Chap. 

XXVIII 

Munshi   GuMb   Sing,  that  sugar-cand}^  was  being       — 
distributed  in  his  name  to  the  iDeople,  in  celebration  \awai. 

icquestt'd 

of  the    taking  of   Madras.     The    Nawfib   was  also  !,^u'«nS 
requested  to  write  in  a  firm  but  courteous  tone  to  khai"on 

....  .  :Mndr:is. 

Mahfuz  Khan,  prohibiting  him   from   marching  on 
Madras.     Formal  letters  were  likewise  sent  to  Mir  Formal 

annoiiuee- 

Ghulam  Husain,  Imam  Sahib,  and  Chanda  Sahib.  j»f;';;,»^» 

*()unngto  indisposition,  the  Governor  remained  ei"'"'"' 

in  his  sleeping  clothes  to-day. 

Tuesday,  27fh  ^'epfemher  IJJ^O,  or  15th  F)irniias!  continued 

'  '  illness  ol 

of  ^/,;67/a//«.  — To-day,  also,  tlie  Governor  was  ill,  and  i^f^'emor. 

did   not    dress ;    consequently  none    of   us   repaired 

to  his   house.     When,  later  on,  he  sent  for  me,   T  smd-iior 

(li;iri>-t  who 


found   him   dressed,  and  talking   to    the  Engineer  [j^^^V^'rsh 
M.    Serpeau,  who    requested  permission  to    supply  Enpnepr. 
6,00()    bricks    required    for    the   house    of    Olianda 
Sahib.     I'he  Governor    sanctioned    this.     From    his 
appearance  it   seemed  as  though  he  was    suffering 
from  head-ache.      F  therefore  came  away. 

Tn    accordance   with  mv   daily   routine,    I   took  aiuhikIimu 

•^  "^  l'lictli;ina 

my  food,   and  slept.     Arunfichala  Chetti,    Iriisiippa  ;\',li;r„a" 
Chetti  and  other  petty  l^azaar  merchants  then  paid  lakf'le'.v 
their  respects,  and  on  taking  leave  of  me  said  that 
they   were    going    to    Madras'  to    purchase     some 
merchandise.     They  also  requested  me  to  address  my 
brother  reorarding  their  intentions.      I  consented  to 


to  .Madras, 
takf  leave 
of  diarist. 


*  This  entry  in  practically  n  repetition  of  lliat  on   the  prfivious  pagf* 
and  was  apparently  made  through  ovorsiglit. 
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Chap,     do  SO,  aiid  forwarded  a  letter  to  him  b^  post.     As  he 

XXVIII. 

—      was  anxious  to  return,  I  sent  word  to  him  through 

1  >7A£\ 

Who  writ. s  Arunachala   Chetti  that  he  should  wait  for  a  few 

It)  his 

Ipiothor 

I'ffrarilinitt' 

L-n'ishim     to  liim  clearlj'  why  he  should  not  be  in  such  a  hurry 


Uiys,  and  instructed   Aruiiachala   Chetti  to  explain 


:i  mcssni;-!' 


to  come  away. 


^f-_^  I  despatched  Kaiiclal  Guruvappa  Chetti  to-daj  to 


ScikI 
(<urii7;ii)iir» 

mIhi'is."      Madras,  with  instructions   to  assist  my  brother  for 

about  ten  daj's,  with  his  adv^ice. 
.samaR:)o  Wcdneftdai/,  28fli  Sepfimiher  17 k6,  nr  16fh  Pnnif- 

at'the''        f('^^i  ojAkshfuja. — Kt  8  this  morning,  Sama  Rao  came 
of  widow  '   to  me,  and  said  that  the  widow  of  Dost  'Ali  KliAn, 

o|  Dost  Ali  '  ' 

Khan.  ij^g  Ig^^^  Nawab,  had  arrived  at  my  agraharam,  with 
the  intention  of  coming  into  Pondichery  on  the 
morrow.     He  then  represented  that  in  accordance 

Details  oi      with  what  had  been  done  on  a  previous  occasion,  the 

attentions  •*• 

SirlV'^*'     Governor  should  await  her  at  the  town -gate,  that 

accoiderito  two  CouuciUors  with  musicians  shoukl  go  out  as  far 

as  Nainiya  Pillai's  choultry  to  receive  her,  and  that 

a  salute  should  be  fired  when  she  reached  the  town- 

ofate,  and  another  from  the  fort  when  she  arrived  at 

her  lodgings. 

Diarist  and  I  ^ook   Sauia  Rao  with   me  to  the  Governor's 

totlfe         house,  where  I  met  Chinna  Mudali  and  Madan^nda 

Govpi'iinr's 

IneTting       Paiidlt.     Tlio   Govemor  was  then  in  the  office  of 
Chinna        M.    IMathlou,    aud    when  he    was    returning  to  his 

^Miulaliand 

unothLV.  own,  we  presented  ourselves  before  him.  He  asked 
us  what  we  wanted.  Tanappa  Mudali  said:  "  The 
widow  of  Dost  'All  KMn  is  reported  to  have  arrived 
at  Ranga  Pillai's  choultry.     This  messenger  brings 


her. 
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intimation  that  she  will  enter  the  town  to-morrow      Chai^ 

XX\  111. 

morning."     The    Governor  replied  that  she  would       — - 
be  received  with  the  honours  betittin^  her  rank.     I  Tauapim 

Mudali 

explained  that  the  lady  looked  for  more.     He  asked  ^l^^^'^ 
me  what  she  wanted,  and  1  answered  :    *'  When  she  atViVe 

choulliy 

visited  Pondichery  on  a  former  occasion,  M.  Dumas,  ^j/'i",^'" 
who  at  the  time  was  Governor,  went  in  person  as  far 
as  the  town-gate,  and  sent  the  Deputy  Governor  and  oonve.-- 
the  other  Councillors  forward  to  meet  her.    The  lady  ;;ue°uoi„« 
expects  that  the  same  procedure  will   be   followed  desires. 
now."     The  Governor  replied  :    *'  Those  times  have  Governor 

^  _  (leeliues 

gone.     I  will,  on  this  occasion,  depute  two  Council-  l,";.'aTii,c 
lors  to  receive  her.     1  will  send  the  Deputy  Governor  '"""  ^''  "* 
to  meet  her  after  she  has  passed  through  the  town- 
gate."     Tanappa  Mudali  said  that  it  was  all  that  she 
desired. 

The  Governor  movetl   aside,  and  calling  me  to  Hecoimn-. 

ses  apart 

him,  said :    "  They  recjuire   me  to   go   as  far  as  the  ^^|.i|Ji;^, 
Madras    gate    to    receive  her,  and    they  quote  the 
precedent  of  M.   Dumas.     They  however    granted  says that 
possession  of  villages  to  M.  Dumas,  and  also  made  jl'.'omuas 
him  a  gift  of  10,000  pagodas.     Presents  amounting  iiowmiiii' 
to  another  10,000  were  from  time  to  time  made  by  Sh^j,.|'' 
them  to  him  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations  regard- 
ing piece-goods.    If  they  gave  the  like  to  me,  I  would 
go  to  Madras  itself  to  meet  the  lady.     Is  it  at  all  a 
matter    for   surprise    tluit   M.    Dunms    should    have 
gone  to  the  point  that  lie  did.  when  the  obligations 
under  which  he  lay  to  them  were  such  as  should  have 
induced  him  to  go  ten  leagues."     1  replied  :    "  It  is 
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lo  srain 
Governor's 
i:o')d  will. 


triio.  Do  as  you  think  proper  in  tlie  matter."  "  Well 
then."  said  the  Governor,  '^  <ro  to  those  people, 
takino-  with  joii  their  Brahman,  who  is  now  here, 
mention  to  them  in  detail  all  the  favours  that 
M.  Dumas  received  from  them,  and  ask  them  v^diatof 
a  simihir  nature  they  have  conferred  on  me  during 
my  governorship.  You  know  how  to  shape  your 
discourse.  Explain  everything  clearly  to  them.  1 
will,  to-morrow  morning,  go  as  far  as  the  Madras 
gate,  to  meet  the  lady." 

I  thereupon  took  Sama  Rao  aside,  and  detailed 
to  him  all  the  presents  which  M.  Dumas  had  received, 
including  the  grant  to  him  of  the  villages  of  Azhisa- 
pakkam,  etc.  I  further,  said:  "Your  power  has 
vanished  since  M.  Dupleix  assumed  the  reins,  and  he 
has  hardly  received  any  favours  from  you.  But  you 
must  remember  how  many  undertakings  of  yours 
have  up  to  the  present  succeeded  through  his  good 
oHices,  and  how  many  more  liave  yet  to  be  carried 
into  effect  with  his  assistance.  There  is  that  im- 
portant negotiation  involving  a  loan  of  a  lakh  of 
rupees.  Then  there  is  that  marriage  to  be  arranged. 
Next  there  is  that  matter  which  has  for  its  object 
t/he  recall  of  Chanda  Sfdiib.  A  merchant  pays  a 
premium  of  a  thousand  or  two,  to  procure  the  advance 
of  a  loan  of  4,000  or  5,000.  Is  it  not  incumbent  on 
you  to  study  how  to  })lease  the  Governor  ?  "  I  next 
explained  to  him  what  steps  should  be  taken  to 
secure  his  good- will,  and  pointed  out  that  unless  the 
lady   ndonted  them,  she    could  not   hope  to  obtain 
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from  the  Governoi*  attentions  similtir  to  those  which      cuw. 
she  had  previously  received.  __ 

Sama   Rao  listened  approvingly  to  me  and  said  :   nelisu'ns 
"  AVhen  M.  Dumas  was  Governor,  the  control  of  the  i'v^-Lv  " 
whole  country  was  in  the  possession  of  this  family, 
the  members  of  it  required  no  services  then  at  the 
hands  of    others,    and  they   were    able    to   reward 
M.  Dumas.     Now  it  has  lost  its  power,  and  is  depen- 
dent on  M.  Dupleix  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  its 
undertakings.     It  cannot  be  denied  that  M.  Dupleix 
has  profited    in   no   way  whatever.     But  these   are 
the  days   of  our  decline.     1    will,   liowever,   explain   i-ioiiii.,-, to 
the  matter  to  the  wife  of  Chandfi  Sahib,  and  in   the  inatieis and 

lepoit  till' 

afternoon  will  tell  you  what  she  says."  '■'''^'"• 

I  then  sent  him   away  on  his  errand.      After  I  Kriuins;.iui 

...        lilt  i mat  OR 

had    had    my   dinner,  he    came    to  me,    and  said  :  icaiHnesR 

"  ol  those 

"  I    went,  and  spoke    to   them.      They    agreed    to  r,?;,-™^ 

1111  1  I  I  J  1  I         •  whatever 

all  that  1  urged,  and,  under  the  present  circnm-  '^^^rM 
stances,  are  willing  to  pay  whatever  you  may  fix." 
I  replied  :  "  Why  should  I  go  with  yon  ?  Go  by 
yourself,  and  arrange  the  matter  with  them."  Sama 
Ivao  answered:  "Your  presence  will  be  needed  fo 
explain  to  them  how  tliey  should  behave  in  order 
to  please  the  (jlovernor     .     .     .*  " 

lliurxihii/,  29tli.  Scjili'iiihrr  171+6^  i>r  nth  PiiratOhi  (;„ve,nor 

•     1/1  »,-,'•  •  I  ,      ,  i  1  flirects 

ni  AksiKi lui . — At  r   this  mornmy',  L  wenl    to  see  the  <iiaiist  to 

'  •'  "  set  cm!  with 

Governor.    He  said  to  nie  :    ''The  widows  of  iS'avvab   i''M!,'In,i.ui 
Dost  'All  Khaji,  and  1)1'  Hasan  'All  Khan,  the  Diwan  loPoiMii- 

cheiy. 


*  Thf  sciilciicc  is  iiiconipk-te  in  liic  oiijjiiuil. 
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Chap.     Saliib,    uiicl    'All  Niiqi    Srihib,  have,   as  you   know, 
'„„.  ■    arrived  at  Nainija  Pillai's  choultry.      Set  out   with 
''  '*^'      Ohinna  Mudali,  and  MM.  Miran,  and  Paradis,  taking 
witii   you    the   Nayinar,*    and    his    peons,    a    party 
of    dancing-girls,  and    musicians,  and    conduct   the 
visitors  hither." 
n.doLsso.  Chinna  Mudali  and  I  accordingly  set  out,  and 

went  to  Wainiya  Pillai's  choultry,  in  company  with 
MM.  Miran,  and  Paradis,  the  Nayinar  and  his  peons, 
dancing-girls,  and  musicians.  There  we  very  re- 
spectfully saluted  'Ali  Naqi  Sahib  and  the  Diwan 
Sahib.  The  entire  party  now  started  for  the  town. 
Tii.|,aii,v     Its  following  consisted  of  an   elephant,  ten  horses, 

starts  lor 

theiowu.     ^^yQ   palanquins,  two    chariots,   two    dhoolies,   tifty 

bullocks,  a  hundred  peons,  and  fifty  waiting  women, 

Goveiiioi-      with  all  the  necessary  baggage.     The  Governor  was 

receives  it  .    .  ,  ,  r>   .  i 

It  the  waitmsr  at  the  northern  2'ate  oi  the  town,  to  receive 

iinrHli-rn  CS  O  - 


iiorllieni 
irale 


the  visitors.  AVhen  they  saw  him,  'All  Naqi  Sahib, 
the  Diwan  Sahib,  and  others,  left  their  horses  or 
palanquins,  embraced  him,  and  exchanged  courte- 
sies ;  and  then  having  offered  their  congratulations 
on  the  capture  of  Madras,  accompanied  him  thi'ough 
the  gate.  Upon  this  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  was 
Andarcom-  Hred.  Tlic  Governor,  with  his  Councillors,  went  in 
with  his       advance,  and  when  lie  arrived  opposite  to  tijc  street 

(Jouij.illors  -"^  ^ 

rHsianee,       leading   to  Kaiiakaraya    Mudali's   house,  he  ordered 

iiiarist,(ie.,  Chiiiua  Mudall,  the  Nayinar,  and  me,  to  accomi)any 

aUtiilation.   thc  i)arty,  and  turning  eastward,  proceeded  with  the 

Councillors  to  his  own  house.     We  three  escorted 


*  KaruLtanabi  Nayiuar,  chief  of  tlie  peons   (Vol.  I,  p.  2t»3). 
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tlie  Visitors  as  far  as  Chanda  Salub  s  house  in  the  Chap, 
Bralinian-street,  where  they  were  to  reside.  A  — 
sahite  of  twenty-one  guns  was  tlien  fired. 

After  this,  I  took   leave,  and  liaving-   made  my 
report  to  the  Grovernor,  reached  my  house  at  noon. 
In  the  afternoon,  at  2,  rice,  pnlse,  and  otliei  provi-  <iov.inor 
sions,  were  in  accordance  with  liis  instructions,  ser.t  'v'i',',',','"^/" 
for  tlie  use  of  Nawab  Dost  'Ali  Khan's  widow.  Ki'ia.i. ' 

In  the  evenincr  it  was  reported  that  n   peon   had   inunisnn- 

'~  •■  ^  llll'lll   of 

given  M.  de  Bury,  when  on  the  beach,  a  letter  which  jMmeMo 
he  had  been  instructed  by  a  European  to  deliver,  isiuy. 
nud  that  when  M.  de  Bury  laid  the  matter  before  the 
Governor,  the  latter  ordered  that  the  man  who 
had  brought  the  letter,  as  well  as  the  interpreter, 
M.  de  la  Gatinais,  should  be  imprisoned.  He  also 
directed  a  native  officer  and  some  peons— for  whom 
he  sent — to  accompany  the  mail-cart.     He  further  (.ovonior 

onlorslliiit 

ordered  that  only  those  letters  which  bore  his  seal,  or  '-"'.vi'H.is 

J  '  licMi-ini;  Ills 

the  Persian  seal  of  Madame  Dnpleix,  should  be  car-  w\u'\ 

_  sc.'il  slioilld 

ried.     The  native  oincer  and  four  peons  accordinoly  '"■'■■nii.Mi 

1  i^  t"      by  I  lie  mail. 

set  out  with  the  mail-cart. 

At   4,    the    Marie    Gertrude,    captain,    M.   Fuel,  A'nv:.ioi 
anchored  in  the  roads,  and  fired  seven  guns.  No  goods  ^''''' '''"'''■ 
were  landed  from  her.     At  5  in  the  evening,  a  Dutch 
ship    came  from    Negapatam,    and   announced    her  Ami  of  h 
arrival   by  firing  nine  guns.     The  former  brought  a  "'''''• 
cargo  of  spirits  and  pepper,  and  a  letter  from  Karil<a,l. 

The  Governor  read  that  which  came  by  M.  Puel's 
ship,  and  another  which  arrived  by  the  maih  In 
the    latter   of  these,    it    was    stated  that  M.  de  la 


344 


J  NASD  A  RANOA  PTILAVS  DIARY. 


Chap. 
XXVIII. 

174f.. 
Let  Iff 
from 
:\I;uli-as 
i-i-lioil'^  tli:il 
M.  fU'la 
Hounloii- 
luiis 

lUsregartis 
( Joyernoi-'s 
orders. 


Is  placins; 
llif  plunder 
of  Madras 
fill  board 
liis  sliijis. 


And  has 
ransomed 
t  he  fort  foi- 
11  lakli^  of 
paeodas  to 
lie  paid  in 
two  years. 


M.  d'Es- 
prenii^nil, 
and  others 
said  to  ha\e 
betaken 
themselves 
to 
Alylapore. 


Letter  from 
il.  de  la 
Bourdon- 
nais 
arrives. 


Bourdonnais  disregarded  the  orders  of  the  Governor, 

wliose  letters  he  left  unanswered,  and  that  he  did  as 

ho  pleased.     When  MM.  d'Espremenil,  Diilaurens, 

and   Barthelemy,  questioned  his  arbitrary  conduct, 

M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — so  the  letter  ran — browbeat 

them,  tohl  them  that  it   was   no  concern  of  theirs, 

directed  thoni  to  confine  themselves  to  their  proper 

business    of  keeping  accounts,    ami     said    that    he 

would   answer  to    the    Company    for  his  condnct. 

The  letter  further  stated  that  M.  de  la  l^ourdonnais 

Iiad  put  on   board  his  ships  red-wood,  piece-o-oods, 

niticles    of   merchandise,     specie,    heavy    pieces   of 

ordnance,  and  other  stores,  from  both  the  fort  and 

the  town,   that   he   had  i-ansomod    Fort  8t.  George 

to  the  Euglish  for  1 1  inklis  of  pagodas,  leaving  them 

in   possession  of  the  small  pieces  of   artillery  and  a 

(piantity  of  powder  and   shot,  that  he  had  obtained 

from   them  a  bond   in   which  they  promised   to    pay 

the  ransom  money  in  two  years,  that  he  himself  had 

resolved  to  sail  for  Mascareigue,  and  in   his   hurry 

was    doing    everything    i/'regularly,  and    that   MM, 

d'Rs[)remenil,  Dulaurens  and  Barthelemy,  irritated 

at    his  insubordinate  and  self-willed   conduct,  had 

lietaken  themselves  to  Mylapore. 

The  perusal  of  this  communication  threw  ^f. 
Dupleix  into  a  state  of  great  anxiety.  Just  then, 
a  letter  from  ^T.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  addressed  to 
t  he  Governor,  arrived  from  Madras.  Tn  it  he  stated 
that  he  had  decided  to  seize  all  th('  merchandise, 
money,  and   valuables,  bi'longing  to  the    Company 
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there,  to   take  from   the  Armenians  only  half  their     Cir.vp. 

XXVIII 

treasure,  to  take  possession  of  lialf  the  ammunition,      ' — - 
cannon,    muskets,   spears,   swords,  and    other  arms  states  the 

iiicasiires 

found  in  the   fort,  leavmof  the  other   half   to    the  "'''"/"'i i^e is 


ernis 
01  rnnsom. 


English,  and  to  restore  the   fort  to   them  on   their  A.uit 
executing  an  undertaking  to  pay  1 1  lakhs  of  pagodas 
in    two   years,  and  engaging    never  more   to   fight 
against  the   French.     The  anger   and   vexation    of  Anfrcrof 

Gcvernov 

the    Governor,    on   reading   this    letter   cannot    be  "*^'''''- 
adequately  described. 

Friday,   30 fh   Septemher  17 If 6,  or  IStli   Piiratidsi  He 

.  .  I-         1    .  .  -r  writes  a 

■'t    Akshaiia. — At    7    this  morning^,  I     went  to  the  i';""*" 

"  •'  O'  Madras. 

arecauut  storehouse.  The  Governor  wrote  a  letter 
to  Madras,  gave  it  and  his  seal  to  some  peons, 
and  instructed  them  to  post  the  former  after  having 
shown  the  latter  to  those  at  the  post  office. 

At  8,    a  meeting  of    all  the  Europeans  in    the  Meeting 

^  f^  1      1  T  of  all  the 

town — the    (xovernor    excepted — was    held    at    the  Europeans. 

'■  with  the 

house  of  the  Deputy  Governor.     It  consisted  of  the  Go^'ve^mor."^ 
Councillors,  factors,  captains  of  the  soldiers  and  of 
tlie  ships,  priests,  subordinate  merchants,  and  otliers. 
The  decision  arrived  at   by  the  meeting  was  to  the 
following  effect  : — 

"  We  hear — so  it  has  been  represented  to  us —  Decision 
that  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  contravenes  the  orders  of  =''  *''■'*• 
the  Governor,  and  unlawfully  favours  the  English  at 
Madras.     Tt   was,   in    time  past,  decided   that  there 
should  be  no  war  in  India  between  the  English  and   Refers  to 

'  inimieal 

l^rench,  but   the  English,   disregarding  this,   have  on'/,"''^ 
captured    many  ships   on  the  high    seas,  and    have    '""'"'' 

•14  VOL.    1 1  . 
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Alleges  tha! 
in  engagre- 
meiit  with 
Knglish, 
this  fled. 


Alludes  to 
the  gloomy 
aspect  of 
alTairs. 


The  iii'ouipt 
and 
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to  reti-ie'^e 
tiie  position. 


even  offered  insults  to  the  French  at  Pondichery  and 
other  seaport   towns.      The  result  of   these  irregu- 
larities on  the  part  of  the  English,  and  of  the  letters 
written  by  them  taunting  the  French,  has  been  to 
induce  the  inhabitants  of  this  country — from  Arcot 
to   the  Nizam's   dominions — to  think   highly  of  the 
prowess  of    the  English,  and  disparagingly  of  that 
of  the  French.      M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  left  Masca- 
reigne  with  nine  ships,  and  notwithstanding  that  he 
had  a  full  complement  of  men  and   munitions   of 
war  on  board,  was  making  his  waj^  slowly,  and  with 
much  trouble,  towards  Pondichery.      At   this  time, 
he  fell  in  with  six   English  men-of-war,   which  had 
been  long  at  sea,  and  were  therefore  by  no  means 
fit  for   an    encounter.     When   the   fleets    engaged, 
M.    de   la    Bourdonnais,    instead   of   defeating   the 
English,  and  capturing  their  ships,  fled  from  them, 
and  arrived  with  his  fleet  at  Pondichery. 

"  For  two  years  the  French  ships  on  their 
way  to  various  ports  were  captured,  and  no  others 
arrived  from  France.  The  treasury  in  the  fort  was 
depleted  of  money.  The  English  acted  illegally  in 
various  ways,  and  the  prestige  of  the  French  was 
totally  lost.  Their  credit  was  gone,  and  no  one 
would  advance  money  to  the  Government.  But, 
when  all  looked  gloomy  for  Pondichery,  M.  Dupleix 
brought  his  energies  to  bear,  and  turned  the  tide  of 
misfortune.  Possessed  of  riches,  courage,  an  in- 
domitable will,  and  a  spirit  which  refused— even  in 
this    time    of    trouble— to    look  upon  the    English 
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otherwise    than    with    contempt,    M.    Dupleix   rose      Cil^p. 

XXVill 

superior  to  the  occasion,  lavished  his  wealth,  — 
repaired  the  fort  and  ramparts,  enlisted  Mahe 
sepoys  and  others,  secretly  collected  provisions  for 
the  army,  and,  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  Pondi- 
chery  by  its  inhabitants,  gave  employment  to  every 
one  of  them. 

"During  this  anxious  period,  a  disturbance 
occurred  at  Karik^l  which  was  fomented  by  the 
people     of     Taniore.      M.    Dupleix    overcame    the  The.ieiv.it 

^  ^  ''  ^  by  him  ot 

Tanjoreans,  established  his  power  firmly  in  Kiirikal,  x.^'Jijoieans 
and  made  the  name  of  the  French  once  more  a  terror  hunhment 

of  Frciicli 

to  their  enemies.     And  when  a  man  of  such  conse-  ij^^^fkaf 
quence    as    tlie  Nizam   encamped   with    his    70,000 
horse  at  Trichinopoly,    and  sent  his  chief  subahdar 
to  make  apolosfies  for  his  uniustifiable  conduct,  M.  His 
Dupleix  would  not  receive  them,  and  seizing  his  litter  ^f  [lle^"^""-^' 
drove  the  envoy  out  with  ignominy.     He  pursued 
the  Nizam's  men  as  far  as  the  limits  of  the  town  of 
Cuddalore,  and  so  terrified  the  people  of  Madras  and  Theeticct 

of  tliis  on 

Cuddalore,    that   they   fled,   neither  eating  by  day  ^111!^^^}^^ 
nor  sleeping  by  night.     M.  Dupleix's  farae  now  was 
such    that  so  mighty  a  personage  as  Anwar-ud-din 
Khau,  the  subahdar  of  Arcot,   repaired  voluntarily  riHiamc 

'1  ^      wliuh  he 

to  Pondichery,  and  sought  the  alliance  of  this  great,  al!qui,x.a. 
and  valourous  man. 

"  When  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  arrived  at  Pondi-    '''v 

assislaiicu 

chery,  M.  Du])leix  encouraged  liim  with  his  advice,  'C'lu'iuo 

11  1    1    •  1    •  i»  >i.  (U'  la 

placed  on   board  his  ships  a  great   number  of   men   uo."'ti"n- 
with  a  large  (pantity  of  stores,  and  sent  him  out  to 
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capture  and  bring  in  the  five  English  ships  which 
were  reported  to  be  hovering  about.  The  news  of 
the  fitting  out  of  this  expedition  was  conveyed  to 
the  people  of  Negapatam,  who  forthwith  began  to 
tremble.  So  thev  entertained  ]\J.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
at  a  dinner,  paid  15,000  pagodas,  the  value  of  the 
French  ships  which  they  had  purchased  from  the 
English,  obtained  a  safe-conduct  for  their  vessels 
sailing  on  the  high  seas,  and  treated  tlie  French  with 
every  mark  of  respect  and  civility.  At  that  time, 
the  five  English  ships  approached  Negapatam,  and 
their  crews,  obtaining  tidings  of  the  attentions  shown 
to  the  French  by  the  Dutch,  and  seeing  the  formid- 
able array  of  the  French  fleet,  sailed  away  in  the 
night.  Instead  of  pursuing  and  capturing  the 
enemy,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  returned  with  his  fleet 
to  Pondichery. 

"  Before  his  arrival,  however,  M.  Dupleix  had 
embarked  French  soldiers.  Coif  res,  Mahe  Muham- 
madans,  Oarnatic  sepoys,  and  other  troops,  on  board 
the  ships,  native  craft,  and  sloops  lying  in  the  roads. 
He  moreover  had  ordered  that  horses,  palanquins, 
powder,  ball,  shot,  shells,  liquors,  sheep,  fowls,  pigs, 
vegetables,  water,  salt,  ladders,  spades,  pickaxes, 
knives,  and  all  other  military  stores,  together  with 
tents,  tent-pegs,  tent-ropes,  rush  candles,  blue 
lights,  rockets,  spears,  muskets,  guns,  and  mortars, 
should  be  conveyed  on  board  in  such  quantities,  and 
in  such  numbers,  that  in  any  emergency,  nothing 
might  be  found   wanting.     Seeing  the  preparations 
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made,  M.    de  la  Boiirdonnais   was  seized  with  fear      Chai>. 

'  .  XXVIII. 

lest    the    Governor    should   order    him    to    attack       — 
Madras :  so  he    feio-ned  illness,  and  proceeding  to  Excuse  of 

'  O  'J.  "  M.  dc  la 

Ozhukarai,  took  to  his  bed.  So"" 

"The  Governor  was  astonished,  and  wondering  sonuo""" 

°    attack 

within  himself  how  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  could   act  ^I'^'i™^- 

in  this  manner,  whea  he  had  made  all  the  necessary  Th«3^^  _ 

preparations  for    a  war,    went    to  see   him,  and,    in  onh'e' 

a  friendly  tone,  remonstrated  with  him  not  once,  but 

ten  times.    He  employed  others,  also,  to  advise  M.  de 

la  Bourdonnais  on  the  subject.     But  he  would  not  i^'^'-,j^,,^„,.^ 

listen  to  any  one.     He  only  ordered  his  ships  to  go  BoWcion-'' 

nais. 

on  a  cruise.     The  eight  which  formed  his  fleet  pro- 
ceeded without  mishap  to  Madras,  and  engaged  the  Jj^pp^^-i^J,,, 
shipping  in  the  roads  there.     The   English  directed  t'oMacin.'s! 
the  guns  of  the  fort  against  the  French.     Charging 
the  English  with  being  the  aggressors,  the  PVench 
fleet    hauled    off,   and    having  made  two  captures,  Tiu'iepujse 

'  o  -T  '    of  this. 

arrived  with  their  prizes  at  Pondichery. 

"  M.   Dupleix  again  sent  for   M.   de  la   Bour- 
donnais, and   gathering  about  him  the  Councillors 
and  other    men    of   rank,   said    as    follows  :     '  The  xhcspcwii 
English    have  committed   many  illegal    acts.     The  Bonrdou-' 
King  of  France,  with  the  object   of  deposing   the  M-'DiScix 
present  King  of  England,  and  raising  another  to  the  coumii." 
throne,    has    invaded    the    English   dominions,  and 
conquering  bhein  all,  made  the  French  name  famous 
for  ever,  has  captured  all  the  English  forts,    has  de- 
prived the  English  of  their  strength,    has  destroyed 
many   people,    and    as    the    avenger   of   wrongs,   is 
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Chap.      HOW    about    to    place    on    the    English   throne    the 

XXVIII. 

person  whom  he  befriended.     The  English  on   the 

1746.  . 

Tiiespec'cii    coast  of  India  have  however  emi)loYed  four  pirate- 
made  by  I      ^  C 

fo'M^.ir'ia    sl^M^'^  to  prowl  about  the  sea,  on  the   plea  that  they 
naiTbefoit    beloD^od  to  their  former  kin^,  and  have  succeeded 

the  ... 

Council-  m  capturing  tour  or  five  country  vessels.  They 
write  to  all  the  men  of  rank  in  this  country,  magni- 
fying their  achievements.  Hence  the  glory  of  our 
King  has  become  clouded  here.  We  have,  therefore, 
for  the  last  two  years  been  making  vast  preparations 
for  war.  Madras  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  towns 
possessed  by  the  English  on  the  Indian  coast.  It  has 
been  in  their  possession  for  one  hundred  and  six 
years,  and  it  is  a  place  of  great  strength,  the 
reputation  of  which  is  known  even  to  the  Emperor 
of  Delhi.  We  have  made  all  the  requisite  prepara- 
tions for  capturing  it  within  a  very  brief  space  of 
time :  if  we  succeed,  and  plant  the  French  flag 
over  it,  the  pride  of  our  foes  the  English  will  be 
humbled,  and  the  fame  of  our  rule  will  reach  even 
the  ears  of  the  Emperor  of  Delhi.  We  have  now 
sent  proper  men  to  Madras,  and  have  fixed  upon  the 
sites  for  the  encampment  for  our  forces,  the  points 
at  which  the  guns  should  be  placed  in  position 
to  cannonade  the  fort,  and  the  spots  where  the 
walls  can  be  scaled.  We  have  even  nominated  the 
Councillors  and  executive  ofiicei's,  who  have  been 
ordered  to  set  out  for  Madras.  It  only  remains  for 
you  to  start  with  the  attacking  force.  We  have 
arranged    all    else.     Every   detail    will    be    carried 
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out    by    the    men    whom    we    liave    already    sent,      chap. 

XXVIII 

Accompany  the  expedition  yonrself,  if  you  so  desire,       — 
or  give  directions  to  the  officers  of  your  fleet  to  take 
part  in  it.' 

"  To  this   speech   of    the   Governor,  M.    de   la  The 

•*■  leply  of 

Bourdonnais  replied  :    *  I  have  no  orders  to  engage  j^oifrdon. 
the   enemy  on  land.     You  however  direct    me   to 
attack   a    very    large   and    posverfnl    place,    think- 
ing to  ciMish  it  as   you    would  a    mosquito   beneath 
your  heel.     I  do  not  know  whether  the  result  will   whkh 

'^  l)oints  out 

be  a  victory,  or  a  defeat.    If  we  sustain  a  reverse,  [.'at'eora 
will  not  the  Company  turn  round,  and  ask,   'Who  compa\v^ 

'         "^  _  _  iiiiglit  take 

authorized  you  to  undertake  this  expedition,  waste  so  le^ponsiwe 
much   money,   and  sacrifice  the  lives   of   so   many 
men  ?    If,    therefore,   you    will   give   me    a   written 
statement    sisrned  by  you,  taking  all   the  responsi-  And 

'^  ^      ^  '  &  t  states  his 

bility  on  yourself — whether  the  expedition  end   in  tolucomf* 
victory   or   defeat — I  have  no  objection  to  accom-  expedit'ion 

''  ''  on  a 

pdUy  IL.  condition. 

"  M.  Dupleix  exclaimed  :     '  The  Eno'lish  have  The 

*  "  ■  resolve  of 

insulted  the  French,  have  captured  their  ships  on  the  i^ovSum'' 
Indian  coast,  and  have  fired  at  them  from  their 
fort.  To  render  the  name  of  the  French  feared  by 
every  one  in  this  country,  and  to  uphold  the  repu- 
tation of  our  King,  and  the  interests  of  the  Coinpany, 
I  am  now  i-esolved  to  capture  Madras,  and  to  seize 
and  deal  with  the  Engli;^li  there,  as  they  deserve. 
I  will  not  leave  them  alone.     You  need  not  take  the  iiis 

,.    .  ,  nndeitakinp 

responsibdity  of  the  expedition  011  yourself.     Wliat-  }",!^,',','ytj.. 
ever  comes;  whether  it  be  weal,  or  woe,  I,  alone,  I'miy""'' 
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will  be  accountable  to  the  Company.  You  have  no 
part,  or  lot,  in  the  matter.'  He  signed  a  document  to 
this  effect,  and  delivered  it  to  M.  de  la  Bourclonnais, 
who  secured  it,  and  went  with  the  expedition. 

Providence  has  blessed  the  efforts  and  the  pre- 
cautions taken  by  General  Dupleix,  and  the  English, 
being  unable  to  sustain  even  a  day's  attack,  have  eva- 
cuated Fort  St.  George.  Now,  how  does  the  credit 
of  this  success  lie  with  M.  de  la  Bourclonnais  ?  The 
victory  was  solely  due  to  the  foresight  of  M.  Dupleix. 
It  is  now  reported  that  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  has 
decided  to  restore  the  foft  to  the  English,  and  grant 
them  liberty,  and  to  take  with  him  the  merchandise 
and  gold  and  silver  found  there.  He  also  declares 
that  he  will  answer  for  his  proceedings  to  the 
Company.  What  right  has  M.  rle  la  Bourdonnais  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind  ?  " 

Such  were  the  remarks  made,  and  questions 
asked,  by  the  assembly,  at  the  Deputy  Governor's 
house.  The  discussion  of  them  lasted  until  11  o' clock ; 
and  at  noon  all  the  Europeans  went  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's house,  and  made  the  following  representation 
to  him  :  "  We  live  under  the  flag  of  the  French 
King,  and  are  bound  to  u|3hold  his  honour.  The 
F^nglish  have  done  us  many  wrongs,  and  have 
even  insulted  us.  You  have  now  by  the  capture  of 
Madras,  lowered  the  English  pride,  and  have  estab- 
lished for  ever  the  fame  of  the  King  of  France, 
and  this  will  reach  the  ears  of  the  Emperor  of  Delhi. 
The  fall  of  Madras  is  due  to  your  superior  skill,  and 
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forethought;  and  it  was  not  possible  for  any   one      Chap. 
else  to  have  achieved  the  success  which  you   have.       — 
Now  we  hear  that  M.   de  la  Bourdonnais  is  treating  amci  protest 

jifiTuinst 

with  the  Eno^Hsh  for  the  return  of  Fort  St.  George  to  •■?i!,'*»ti?" 

o  o  ol  Fort  St. 

them.     It  he  has  restored  it,  we   dare  not  show  our  M!°dfhi^-^ 

.  Bourdon- 

faces  in  this  Muhammadan  kingdom.     All  our  glory  "«'«• 

will  ha\  e  departed.     AVhat  does  be  mean  by  making 

restitution  of  Fort  St.   George,  which  was  captured 

only  after  a  severe  struggle,  and  the  taking  of  which 

has  greatl}^    added   to   our  reputation?     We   have 

come  to  you  to  protest  against  his  proceedings." 

On  hearing  the  representation  of  the  Europeans,  M.cupi.ix 

M.   Dupleix  assured  them  that  he  would  not  accord  themVhat 

'■  he  will  not 

his   sanction  to    any  measures  of   which   they  dis-  anSTngot 
approved,  and  told  them  that  he  would  forthwith  disapprove. 
send  a  letter  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  forbiddinp-  him 
to  proceed  further.  The  Governor  retained  with  him 
the   Deputy  Governor,  M.  Miran,  M.  Guilliard,   M. 
Le  Maire,  M.  Bruyeres,  and  M.  Paradis,  and  sent  tlie 
remainder  of  the  party  that  had  waited  upon  him 
away.      He  then  summoned  the  younger  M.  Miran,  .vmiseiuis 
M.   Auger,  and  M.  de  Bury;  and  havino-  written  a  <i'?«»'i' 

^       '  ■'   '  o  others  a 

despatch   to    M.    de    la  Bourdonnais    on    the  lines  m.'IuS','!' *" 
suggrested  by  the  deputation,  directed  M.  Paradis.  M.  •'^i'"'"" 
de  Bury,  M.  Desmar^ts  the  greffier,  and  M.  Bruycres,  [u'ltonT 
to  proceed  by  ship  to  Madras.      They  set  sail  at  4 
in  the  evening. 
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Anger  of  GoYernor  at  conduct  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — iTOvernor 
occupied  with  Council,  etc.  and  therefore  unable  to  see  diarist  and 
others — In  consequence  of  attitude  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  M.  d'Espr6- 
menil  invested  with  supreme  power  at  Madras —Imprisonment  of  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais,  if  he  refuse  to  recognise  this,  ordered — Speculations 
of  Governor  and  others  as  to  whether  he  will  obey — Talk  as  to  expected 
arrival  of  ships  from  Mahe — Banns  of  marriage  of  M.  de  la  Touche 
and  Mademoiselle  Astruc  published — Diarist  waits  on  M.  Dubois — Who 
condemns  the  conduct  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — Expresses  belief  that 
he  has  rendered  himself  liable  to  punisliment — And  tlie  opinion  that 
expected  despatches  will  throw  further  light  on  the  matter — Letters 
to  Governor  from  Raja  of  Travancore,  and  French  priests — The  former 
refers  to  battle  between  French  and  English  fleets  —Governor  angry 
with  Tanappa  Mudali  for  persisting  in  translating  this — He  with- 
draws— Governor  mentions  to  diarist  doings  of  JI.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
— Whom  he  accuses  of  enriching  himself  with  spoils  of  JIadras — 
Further  conversation--MM.  de  Mainvillo  and  Bouchet  arrive  from 
Madras — Former  returns  with  despatch  from  Conncil — Letters  from 
M.  d'Espremenil  and  others — Account  in  these  of  interview  between 
M.  Paradis,  etc.,  and  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — And  consequent  discussion 
• — Letters  repoit  also  that  supreme  authority  then  claimed  for  M, 
d'Espremenil — That  attacking  force  was  called  upon  to  take  oath  of 
allegiance — That  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  called  upon  to  submit  on 
pain  of  arrest — That  M.  d'Espremenil  took  charge — And  that  Mr.  Morse 
and  others  were  informed  that  they  were  jirisoners — Council  forwards 
repUos  — Sits  again,  and  sends  another  despatch — Diarist  fails  to  see 
Governor —Writes  to  his  brotlier— Sends  for  certain  elephant  dealers 
—  Settles  accoiints  with  them — And  takes  receipts-- Misfortunes  of 
Muttaiya  Pillai — He  applies  for  permission  to  reside  at  Pondichery— 
This  granted  on  certain  conditions — Council  meets,  and  forwards 
despatches  to  Madras — Sitting  resumed,  and  further  despatches 
sent — Peons  sent  out  by  Madame  Dnpleix  to  seize  all  letters  fiom 
Madras — Reinforcement  for  Madras — M.  Bonnean,  who  had  been 
imprisoned  by  M,  de  la  Bourdonnais,  returns — On  his  arrival,  Council 
held — M.  de  la  Touche  tells  diarist  how  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  invited 
M.  d'Espremenil,  etc.,  to  dinner— Made  an  excuse  for  embarking  the 
troops — And  on  their  objecting,  arrested  some,  and  continued  the 
embarkation — Opinion  of  M.  de  la  Touche  as  to  intentions  of  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais — He  refers  to  action  of  M.  Dupleix— And  to  the  effect 
of  the  disobedience  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — Movements  of  ships  which 
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left  France  in  February  1746 — Arrival  of  three  of  these — The  carn;oes       Chap. 
landed  from  them — The  ships  bring  news  of  the  war  between  English       XXIX 

and  French,  and  successes  of  the  latter — M.  Dumas  reported  to  be  in         

good  health — M.  Dupleix  proposes  to  visit  Madras — Opinion  of  diarist  i-'^o. 
on  this  point — He  furnishes  Suga  Sing  with  a  draft — Officer  sent  with 
despatch  to  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — News  of  dismissals  of  Comptroller- 
General,  and  M.  de  Fulvy — Return  of  Muttaiya  Filial — J\ccount  of 
his  pi'evious  conduct — His  return  an  illustration  of  the  powerlessncss 
of  the  human  will — Why  he  Hed  to  Vazhudavur — And  there  decided 
to  return  to  Pondichery — Kvery  one  visits  him  on  his  return — 
Diarist  finds  him  muoh  changed — His  return  a  source  of  rejoicing 
to  all,  save  a  few — Arrangements  regarding  certain  records — M. 
d'Auteuil  returns  from  Madras — Letters  from  diarist's  brother — These 
state  that  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  had  proclaimed  rendition  of  the  fort 
— Had  told  the  merchants  that  they  should  obtain  their  keys  from 
Mr.  Morse — And  was  hurriedly  shipping  merchandise — Also  mention 
amount  of  treasure  found  in  the  fort,  and  how  disposed  of — One  of 
the  letters  gives  conversation  with  M.  Pai'adis,  and  begs  for  recall 
— Diarist  sends  replies — Brother's  letter  reports  death  of  Francisco 
Pereira — Loss  occasioned  to  diarist  by  this — History  of  this  man — His 
dishonest  conduct,  and  flight  to  Arcot — His  treachery  to  his  master, 
Chanda  Sahib — His  subsequent  career)  and  deatli — Medical  attendant 
of  V.  ^Narasinga  Kaja  observes  alarming  symptoms  and  returns  to 
Pondichery — States  to  diarist  that  case  is  hopeless — Congratu- 
lations to  Ciovcrnor  from  Taqi  Sahib,  etc.,  on  fall  of  Madras — He 
lefuses  to  allow  this  to  be  translated — Reason  for  this — What  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais  did  at  Madras  to  defeat  intentions  of  M.  Dupleix — 
His  conduct  towards  the  Governor — Steps  taken  by  him  to  secure 
the  spoils  of  Madras  for  himself — Estimates  of  the  plunder  obtained  by 
him — Diaritst  sets  this  down  at  a  crore  of  pagodas — Capture  of  Madras 
entirely  due,  in  his  opinion,  to  M.  Dupleix — M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
considered  to  have  suapped  up  the  fruits  of  this — The  loss  by  M. 
Dupleix  of  this  opportunity  attributed  to  perverse  fate — Amount  of 
ransom  \  aid  by  English — Report  of  early  leturn  of  M.  d'Espr^m^nil. 

Salardai/,  Id  Ovtubev  17J^6,  or  lOlh  I'uraftim  of 
Akdidi/a. — The  Governor  was  engaged  in  the  follow- 
ing way  to-day.  As  M,  de  la  Bourdonnais  liadignored 
the  authority  of  MM.  d'Esprcmenil,  Dulaurens,  and 
Bartheleniy,  who  were  sent  by  the  Governor  to 
administer  affairs  at  Madras,  and  had  intimated  to 
them  that  they  had  no  business  tliere,  and  that  if 
they  wished  to  stay  they  should  remain  aloof,  and  as 
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he  had,  in  absolute  disobedience  of  the  orders  of 
the  Council  at  I'ondichery,  restored  Madras  to  the 
Engbsh  for  a  sum  of  money,  and  disposed  as  he 
thought  fit  of  the  merchandise  which  he  found  there, 
the  Governor  was  deeply  vexed,  and  was  busily 
engaged  to-day  with  deliberations  in  Council,  and 
writing  despatches.  He  had  therefore  no  leisure  to 
speali  to  us.  TanappaMudali  and  I  saluted  him,  and 
remained  at  his  house  for  nearly  an  Indian  hour.  I 
afterwards  went  to  the  arecanut  storehouse.  From 
this,  I  went  as  usual  to  my  house,  and  passed  the 
remainder  of  the  day  in  my  customary  manner. 

Sunday,  2nd  October    llk-Q,  or  20th  Purattdsl    of 
Akshciija. — Nothing  of  more  importance  than  the  fol- 
lowing occurred  to-day.     As  M,  de  la  Bourdonnais 
had  declared  that  he  took  all  responsibility  for  his 
conduct   at  Madras  on  himself,  and  would  explain  it 
direct    to    the  Company,  and  that    the  Council    at 
Pondichery  had  no  concern  in  the  mattei',  an  order 
was  senit  investing  M.  d'Espremenil  with  supreme 
power  at   Madras,  and  directing  the  imprisonment 
of   M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  in  case  that  he  refused  to 
acknowledge    M.    d'Espremenil's    authority.       The 
Governor,  and  the  other  Europeans,  were  engaged 
to-day  in  discussing  this  subject.     They  did  nothing 
but  speculate  on   the  probable    conduct  of  M.   de 
la  Bourdonnais  ;  whether  he  would  obey  the  order  of 
the  Council,  or  whether,  relying  on  his  strength,  he 
would  defy  it,  and  command   those  who   conveyed 
the  order  to  him  to  depart.     There  was,  also,  much 
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talk  as  to  tlie  expected  arrival  of  three  ships  which      chap. 

XXIX 

had  been  ordered  to    sail  from  Mahe,  and   doubts     " ' 

were  expressed  whether  they   would  reach  Pondi-  T.ukas^' 
chary  by  the  end  of  October.     As  for  me,  I  passed  .urivaiof 

<J        'J  '  i-  ships  fioii) 

my  day  in  the  usual  round  of  business.  ^^^''^■' 

This  morning,  the  first  banns   of   the  marriage  Banns  of 

man'iafi;c  of 

contemplated  between  M.  de  la  Touche,   and  the  rfo„'|.^;^^,„^, 
younger    sister   of   M.   Astruc,  the  present  Deputy  Mtvm- 

r^  r>  TVT  •  •  1         published. 

Grovernor  of  Porto  Noyo,  were  published  in  the 
church. 

I  did  not  go  to  the  Governor's  house,  as  I 
went  to  see  M.  Dubois  in  the  morning,  and  after 
chatting  with  him  proceeded  at  10,  to  the  arecanut 
store-house. 

Tiiesdaiu  k-th  October  171^-6,   or  22iid  Parattdsi  of  Diarist 

'^  ' '  waits  on 

Alcshaija.—^l  waited  on  M.  Dubois.     In  the  course  of  m.  Dubois. 
conversation  with  him,  he  expressed  his  opinion  that 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  to  blame   in  disobeying  ^vho 
the  orders  of  M.  Dupleix,  and   concluding:    terms  thecomiuot 

^  ^  ^  of  M.  (If  hi 

with  the  English,  that  he  was  wrong  in  per-  ^X'^""' 
mitting  Madras  to  be  ransomed  for  i  I  lakhs  of 
pagodas,  and  that  he  acted  improperly  in  setting 
aside  the  authority  of  the  Councillors  who  were  sent 
from  Pondichery,  and  in  declaring  to  them  that 
their  presence  in  the  fort  was  not  required,  that 
his  authority  there  was  supreme,  that  he  alone 
was  responsible  to  the  (/ompany,  and  that  the  EM„o.s,st.s 
Council  had  no  control  over  his  actions.     M.  Dubois  •'>•■(  he  has 

ri'iuleicd 

further  said  that    as    the   orders  of  the  King  and  \\^^}lo 
his  ministers  expressly  laid  rlown  that  the  authority  >"^'"'- 
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of  the  Governor  of  Pondicliery  was  supreme 
over  all  the  Indian  possessions  which  were  under 
the  white  flag,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  had,  by  his 
disobedience  to  the  Grovernor,  rendered  himself 
liable  to  punishment.  He  added  that  a  further 
light  would  be  thrown  on  the  matter  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  as  despatches  detailing  the  events 
that  bad  transpired  after  the  arrival  of  MM.  de 
Bury,  and  Paradis,  were  expected  from  Madras. 

I  next  went  to  the  Governor's  house,  and  some 
time  after  my  arrival  a  palmyra-leaf  letter  from 
Vala  Martanda  Raj§,  of  Travancore,  and  a  letter 
from  the  French  priests  residing  in  that  country 
were  delivered  to  the  Governor.  The  former  of 
these  contained  the  following  :  "  Some  time  ago, 
two  of  your  ships  anchored  in  the  roads  here,  and 
we  saw  to  the  repair  of  these.  The  dubash  of 
Ma  he  was  then  here.  A  report  is  current  that 
a  fleet  of  nine  sail  on  its  way  from  France  had  an 
engagement  with  six  of  the  English  off  Negapatam, 
but  that  the  latter  escaped.  We  desire  to  be  in- 
formed in  writing  whether  your  fleet  will  reach  our 
dominions  in  October."  As  Tanappa  Mudali  desired 
me  to  go  with  him  to  the  Governor,  to  interpret 
the  letter,  I  went.  When  he  began  to  translate 
it,  the  Governor  interrupted  him,  saying  that  he 
knew  what  it  was  about,  because  the  other  letter 
had  already  given  him  the  information,  and  therefore 
that  he  need  not  interpret  it.  Tanappa  Mudali 
attempted  to  proceed,  and  the  Governor   again  said 
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that  he  was  quite  aware  of  the  contents  ot  the  let  ter.      Chap. 

XXIX 

Nevertheless  he  persisted  in  going  on,  on  which  the      — " 
Governor  expressed  his  annoyance,  and  thereupon 
Tanappa  Mudali  withdrew. 

The  Governor  then   called  me   np,  and  when  I  Governor 

1  mentions  lo 

approached  hiin,  said  :   "  Have  you  heard  what  M.  de  .lolnis  of 
laBourdonnais  has  been  doinor  in  j\[adras  ?     He  has  Bmndon- 

^  nais. 

restored  it  to  the  English,  for  11  lakhs  of  pagodas. 
He  has  obtained  from  the  English  prisoners  of 
war  a  promissory  note,  payable  in  Europe  by  the 
English  treasury,  knowing  that  such  an  under- 
taking, executed  by  prisoners  of  war,  is  null  and  vvhomhe 
void.     See,  Rangfappa,  how  he  has  behaved,  and  how  emil^hing 

•^     r  L-     ^  himself  by 

he  has  enriched  himself  with  the  spoils  of  Madras."    y^^^^}^^^" ^^ 
"  True,  sir,"   said  I,  with  the  object  of  humour-  Further 

.  ^  con\er- 

mg  the  Governor,  "  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  is  doomed  i'if  if,",,-,,,,. 
to  destruction,   and   hence  he   pursues   his    present  Bom-do'! 
policy,  and  covers  himself  with  disgrace." 

The  Governor  continued  :  "  His  conduct  and 
deeds  will  never  be  relished  by  your  brother.  He, 
I  doubt  not,  has  written  to  you  complaining  much 
against  M.  de  laBourdonnais." 

"  It  is  true,"  said  I  ;  "  many  are  the  expressions 
by  him  of  entire  disapproval  of  all  that  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  has  done." 

"  No  doubt  of  it,"  observed  he,  and  then  he 
continued:  "  MM.  de  Fulvy  and  Orry  are  no  longer 
Comptrollers-General  and  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais' 
power  ia  at  an  end." 

"True,"  I  replied. 


1- 

nais. 
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Tliis  morning  at  7,  M.  de  Mainville,  and  M. 
Bouchet  the  brother-in-law  of  M.  Desfresnes,  arrived 
from  Madras.  A  Council  was  held,  and  M.  de 
Mainville  was  directed  at  10  to  return  with  all 
speed,  taking  with  him  a  despatch  signed  by  the 
Councillors.  He  was  supplied  with  eighteen  palan- 
quin-bearers.    I  gave  him  a  letter  to  my  brother. 

This  evening,  letters  from  MM.  d'Espremenil, 
Dulanrens,  and  their  party,  arrived  from  Madras. 
These  contained  the  following  particulars.  M ,  Para- 
dis,  M.  de  Bury,  and  those  with  them,  who  quitted 
Pondichery  on  Friday,  ISth  Purattasi  (30th  Sep- 
tember), an-ived  at  Mylapore  on  Saturday,  1 9tb 
idem  (1st  October).  They  had  a  talk  with  M. 
d'Espremenil,  and  his  companions,  who  had  betaken 
themselves  th.ere  in  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais.  On  Sunday,  20th  Purattasi 
(2nd  October),  they  all  proceeded  to  Madras,  and 
asked  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  to  explain  why  he  had 
restored  it  to  the  English.  He  replied  that  he  did 
so  as  he  had  been  authorized  in  writing  by  the 
Council  at  l^ondichery  to  exercise  his  discretion. 
M.  d'Espremenil,  Dulanrens,  and  other  officials, 
explained  that  the  order  to  which  he  referred  gave 
him  full  discretionary  powers  in  the  conduct  of 
the  siege  of  Madras  alone,  and  did  not  invest  him 
with  any  authority  to  interfere  thereafter,  either 
in  the  administration  of  the  fort,  or  in  that  of  the 
town.  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  replied  that  he  had 
restored    the    town     to    the    English,    because    the 
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capture    of  Madras  was   planned  and    effected   by     Ctup. 

tliem    all,  without  any  authority  from  the  King  of      — - 

France  to  wage  war  on  land,  and  also  because  he  had 

seized  all  the  treasure  that  he  fouud  in  the  fort,  and 

had  settled  with  the  Enghsh  for  the  payment  of  11 

lakhs  of  pagodas,  as  a  condition  of  restoring  the  fort 

to  them.    The  Frenchmen,  who  came  to  remonstrate  The  letters 

also  report 

with  him  now  declared  that  the  new  order  issued  by  Supreme 
the  Council  at  Poudichery   conferred   the   supreme  "hen*""^ 

plaiined  for 

authority   on    M.  d'Espremcnil,    and  cancelled  the  ,^,|^,,ti'f'^'''^" 
powers  of  M,  de  la  Bourdonnais.     Thev,  thereupon,  That  the 

'^  "  ^  attacking 

drew  their  swords,  and  called  upon  the  ships'  crews,  euiiwr'''' 
the  ofRcers,  the  captains,  and    all   others,  to  swear  n!k"ouUiot 

allcfriaiit'e. 

fealty  to  the  King  of  France,  and  to  take  an  oath  of 
allesfiance  to  M.  d'Espreraenil     The   order  of  the  That  order 

^  ,  ^  ofCouneil 

Council  at  Pondichery  was  next  read,  and  proclaimed.  "•"'^  ''''"'^• 
M.   de  la  Bourdonnais  was  called  upon  to  surrender  ThatM.de 

^  la  Boui-- 

his  sword,  and  to  take  the  oath.     They  threatened  fSJl'"'''' 
that,  if  he  did  not,  he  would  in  accordance  with  the  onpainof 

arrest. 

instructions  which  they  said   that  they  had  received, 

be    taken  into  custody      The  captains  and  officers 

of    the    ships    remained    silent.      M.    d'Espremcnil  That  m. 

took  charo-e  of  the  keys  of  the  fort,   and  issued  his  »''  'of^  ' 

'^  "^  charire. 

orders.     Mr.  Morse,  the  Governor   of  Madras,  and   Andihat 

Mv.  Morse 

the  other  Englishmen,   were  next    summoned,  and  •!^'",!^.'^^''"■^ 
were  informed   that  they  were   prisoners,  and  that  ihauhey 
the  restoration  of  the  fort  to  them  was  cancelled.        I'lwwevs. 

Such,  as   communicated   to    me  by  M.   Robert,    • 
M.  Lhostis,  M.   Dubois,  and  others,  was  the  news 
received   b}-    the    Governor    of  Pondicher3^     The 
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letter  containing  it  arrived  at  4  in  the  afternoon.  A 
Council  was  immediately  held,  and  its  deliberations 
lasted  until  8.  A  reply  was  written,  and  two  copies 
of  it  were  made.  One  was  sent  hy  post,  and  the 
other  despatched  by  a  catamaran.  The  nature  of 
this  is  not  at  present  known,  but  it  will  come  to 
lio-ht  in  course  of  time. 

Wednesday,  otli.  Octohcr  17^6,  or  23rd  PnroHdsi 
of  Ahshaija. — A  Council  was  held  this  morning,  and 
a  despatch  was  sent  in  duplicate.  A  letter  came  by 
post  from  Madras.  The  full  particulars  will  become 
known  the  day  after  to-morrow,  i  went  to  see  the 
Governor,  but  as  he  was  busy  Avriting  despatches 
to  Madras,  I  could  not  obtain  speech  with  him.  I 
returned  home  at  noon,  took  a  drive  in  the  evening, 
and  on  my  return,  wrote  a  letter  to  my  brother 
at  Madras,  for  despatch  by  post  on  the  morrow. 

Thursday,  Gtli  Odoher  17J^6,  or  2Wi  Puraiidsi 
of  J./.',s7w?,rt.— This  mornmg  at  7,  I  went  to  my 
arecanut  storehouse,  where,  three  hours  after- 
wards, in  the  presence  of  Lakshmana  Xayakkan, 
Suno-u  Seshachala  Chetti,  and  Gopfd  Rao,  I  sent  for 
the  elephant  dealers  Suga  Sing  and  Errama  Nayak- 
kan,  and  said  to  them  :  *'  On  25th  April  1745,  you 
jointly  deposited  with  M.  Dupleix,  the  Governor, 
3,681  star  pagodas,  and  with  me  715  Pondichery 
rupees.  Suga  Sing  lodged  with  me  on  his  separate 
account  320  rupees,  and  Errama  Nayakkan  300. 
The  foregoing  amounts  have  been  returned  to  you 
to  defray  your  common  charges,  common  debt,  and 
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private  expenses.     An  account  of   these   has   been      Chap. 
maintained  by  accountant   Ella  Pillai.     You  must      — - 
therefore    furnish    us    with    acknowlede^ments     of  Aiuimkcs 

*-^  receipts, 

having  got  back  the  money."     Assenting  to  this,  {fovinim-, 
they  gave  me  receipts  as  follows:  one  to  the  Gov-  for lumseif. 
ernor,  stating  that  they  had  received  through  me 
pagodas  (3,681)   three    thousand  six  hundred   and 
eighty. one  ;  another  to  me  for  Pondichery  Rs.  715  ; 
a  separate  one  from  Suga  Sing  for  Es.  320  ;  and  one 
from  Errama  Nayakkan  for  Rs.  300.     These  were 
drawn  up  by  Sivarama  Sastri  iu  his  own  hand,  and 
signed  by  the  two  men.     Each  was  also  attested  by  atSefi"'^ 
witnesses  Sungu  S^shachala  Chetti,  and  Lakshmana  smucd. 
Nayakkan.     I  entrusted  the  four  receipts  to  Sivarama 
Sastri,  and  bade  him  secure  them  in  my  box,  at  home. 

I  despatched,  in  charge  of  a  peon,  a  bottle  of  ink 
to  my  brother. 

The  following  is  the  news  concerning  Muttaiya 
Pillai,  as  related  by  his  brother's  wife  Muttammal, 
and  Tiruvottasfima  Mudali : — 

Muttaiya   Pillai  rented  Tyao^avalli,  and  two  or  ^li^foitniies 

J  •  •  J    n  J  of  iMuttaiya 

three  villages,  in  the  country  of  Bhuvanagiri.     Not  ^'''^'^'' 
being  able  to  realize  the  revenues  of  these,  he  experi- 
enced losses.     The  officers  of  the  State  then  pressed 
him  hard  for  the  payment  of  his  dues.     Unable  to  en- 
dure their  worrying,  he  decamped  to  Vazhudrivur  by  Jocamis 
night.     His  Pegu  pon}-,  which  would  dance  to  music,  pI^VJ"iV"° 
and  his  household  furniture,  were  consequently  seized. 
His  attendant  Nagan  however  untied  the  animal  from 
the  place  where  it  had  been  tethered,  and  next  ni^ht 
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brought  it  away  to  Vazlmdavur.  J3ut  as  be  roth:; 
tlio  pony  at  the  top  of  its  speed,  it  died  from  inter- 
nal injuries,  about  four  Indian  hours  after  they  had 
reached  Vazhudavur.  This  circumstance  caused 
Muttaiya  Pillai  much  sorrow.  He  accordingly  put 
liimself  in  communication  with  the  priests  of  the 
church  of  St.  Paul,  through  Muttammal  his  brother's 
wife.  They  applied  on  his  behalf  to  the  Governor, 
for  a  permit  to  reside  in  Pondichery.  He  granted  it, 
but  said:  "I  sanction  this  in  consideration  of  your 
prayer.  He  must  however  return  to  the  town 
privately,  confine  himself  to  his  house,  and  live 
peaceably  there.  I  will  not  suffer  him  to  meddle 
with  any  matter  here.  If  ho  agrees  to  these  condi- 
tions, he  may  come."  The  permit  was  then  forwarded 
to  Muttaiya  Piljai.  This  took  place  about  seven  or 
eight  days  ago. 

There  was  a  meeting  of  the  Council  this  mornino  at 
8,  at  the  Governor's  house,  and  the  sitting  continued 
until  noon.  It  sent  some  despatches  to  j\Iadras, 
at  1 1 .  After  dinner,  the  sitting  w^as  resumed,  and 
the  Council  carried  on  its  deliberations  until  6  in  the 
evening,  when  it  again  despatched  letters  to  the 
same  destination.  After  the  meeting  had  dispersed, 
the  Governor  entered  his  office-room,  and  occupied 
himself  with  writing.  All  this  confusion  is  due  to 
the  trouble  given  by  M.  de  la  Bourdojmais  at  Madras. 
He  is  the  cause  of  great  embarrassment  to  the 
Council  which  had  in  consequence  to  sit  from  the 
morning  until  the  evening. 
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This  evening,  Maclame  [Dupleix]  sent  six  peons  to     Chai'. 
Dutrol  tlio  western  voad,  and  six  others   to  do   the      — 

^  ,  -         .  ,  ^  .  17iG. 

same  on  thy  northern  road,  with  orders  to  seize  eyery  ivonsscnt 

out  by  Me 

one  who  carried  letters  to  or  from  IMadras.  Jo'Saii 

Fifty  Mahe  sepoys,  nnder  the  command  of  Major  Madias.'*^'" 

duBocage,  were  sent  to  Madras.  immfor" 

Fridrnj,   7th    Odoher  171^0,  or  25th  Pnrafkm  q/ ^^'""'"'" 

Aksliaiia.  — M.   Bonnean,   the   Conncillor  at  Masca-  M.i?o..neau, 

•'  who  had 

reigne,  who  went  some  time  ago  from  Pondichery  to  Imi'Insoned 
Madras,  retnrned  from  the  hatter  place,  at  8  this  liounW 
morning.     He  had  been    imprisoned  bj  M.    de   la  it^^'^'-'is. 
Bonrdonnais,    but    was  released    when  M.  d'Espre- 
menil  assumed  charge.     He  left  Madras  secretly  the 
night  before  last,  and  going  to  Mylapore,  started 
thence,    and   arrived    at   Pondichery   at  8,     When  onins 

^  "^  arrival  a 

he  reached  the  Governor's  house,  all  the  Councillors  £'"''^ 
were    summoned,  and    a    Council  was  held.     Just 
then,   a   letter   arrived  from  Madras   by   post.     A 
despatch  for  that  place  was  sent  by  the  post  at  noon, 
after  the  Council  had  broken  up. 

I  asked  M.  de  laTouche  to  tell  me  why  a  Council 
sat  yesterday,  from  sunrise  until  G  in  Ihe  evening, 
and  again  until  noon  to-day,  and  why  the  Governor 
ai^peared  depressed.     He  replied  to  me  as  follows  :  convii- 

^  ^  ^  •■  _       saiidii  with 

"  M.    de    la    Bonrdonnais,    in     celebration    of   his  i||T|;;,^.i,e. 
Saint's  day,  ordered  ii'uns  to  be  iired  at  Madras,  at  wii.uviai.s 
sunrise,  on  the  'list  and  22nd  Puraliasi  (ord  and  4th  i;:,j'^'];v;'|,^;:,\- 
October).      Ho   then    invited    M.   d'Espremenil,  M.  m.'nii.'ou!,' 

tu  diimrr. 

Dalaurens,  M.  de  Bury,  M.  Paradis,  M.  Barthelemy, 
M.  de  la  Toui',  and  other  distinguished  men,  to  dine 


ot 


GQ 
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with  him  in  the  fort  at  midday.  AVhen  the  guests 
were  seated  at  table,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  addressed 
them,  and  said,  '  1  have  received  a  report  that  English 
ships  are  approaching.  You  must  permit  me  to  em- 
bark all  the  soldiers  from  Pondicherj  on  board  my 
fleet.'  '■  No,  No  '  cried  M.  de  Bury,  M.  Paradis,  and 
their  companions.  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  frowned 
on  them,  and  ordered  twenty-four  of  his  men,  who 
were  under  arms,  to  seize  M.  de  Bury,  M.  Paradis, 
and  M.  de  la  Tour,  and  to  keep  them  in  custod}'. 
He  deprived  M.  d'Espremenil  of  his  authority,  and 
assumed  the  sole  power.  He  next  ordered  that  the 
soldiers  be  embarked  on  board  his  ships,  and  directed 
that  the  merchandise  in  the  fort  and  town  should  be 
conveyed  on  board."' 

The  prompt  measures  adopted  by  M.  de  la  Bour- 
donnais, in  disobedience  of  tlie  Council's  orders, 
lead  me  to  think  that  he  will  restore  Madras  to  the 
English,  and  set  sail  Avith  his  ships  for  France, 
carrvinor  an^ay  Avith  him  all  the  merchandise  which 
he  found  in  Madras.  His  future  action  is  uncertain. 
The  anxiety  experienced  by  M.  Dupleix  is  indeed 
great.  The  desire  which  he  cherished,  for  the  last 
two  years,  was  the  capture  of  Madras.  When  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais  demurred  to  this,  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  no  orders  from  the  King  and  his  Ministers, 
M.  Dupleix  overi'uled  his  objections,  by  giving  him  a 
written  statement  in  which  he  took  all  the  responsi- 
bility on  himself.  FinalW,  when  Madras  was  cap- 
tured, and  the  French  flag  was  hoisted  on  its  walls, 
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M.  de  la  Bonrdounais,  settinsr  at  nano-htthe  orders     Ohap. 
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of  M.  Dupleix,  plundered  the  fort  of  all  the  treasures      -— " 
which  it   contained,   and   then    restored   it  to   the  Andtoti'e 

pfleotofthe 

English.  If  M.  Dupleix  is  to  derive  no  advantage  e\\c°SM. 
from  the  capture  of  ]\Iadras,  if  his  orders  are  to  be  iionmns!"' 
set  aside,  and  the  men  whom  he  sent  thither  are 
to  be  imprisoned,  what  greater  evil  could  befall  him 
in  this  world  ?  Hence  his  grief  is  boundless.  His 
reputation,  too,  has  declined  much  in  the  estimation 
of  the  outside  public. 

Saturday,   8th  October  17^6,  or   SGth    Puratidsl  ^f<;[e'f;.'J.^« 
of    A1cslmiia.—1^\\Q  seven  ships  which  loft  France  llviSJfi' 

.*,  -1  p-»«--v->T-An  1       ill  IV-bruaiv 

m  the   month    of    Masi  ol    Kroahana,    correspond-  ur 
ing  to  February  1746,  reached  Mascareigne.     Four 
remained  there;  and  the  other  three  proceeded  to 
Mahe.    Leaving  that  place  on  the  12th  *  September, 
that  is  1st  Purattrisi,  the  latter  arrived  at  Pondichery  Anivaiat 
this  morning,  at  sunrise.     Eleven  guns  were  fired  by  of  these, 
the  Ccntmt/'ii  alone,  the  reason  for  this  beinsj  that  M.  command 

ol  M. 

Dordelin,  who  was  in  command  of  the  squadron,  was  ^'''■^*^'"'- 

on  board  that  ship.      The  others  were  the  Brilliant 

and  the  Mars.     The  captains  were     .     .     .f     The  )*articuiais 

■•-  or  caifrocs 

following  goods  were  landed  from  the  ships : —  uymtue 
casks  of  spirits,  100  bales  of  English  broad-cloth 
known  as  Mocha  broad-cloth,  thirtj^  bales  of  broad- 
cloth striped  green  nnd  red,  thirty  bales  of  red 
broad-cloth,  eighty  bales  of  serge,  and  120  boxes 
of  silver.     There  was  a  consignment  of  twenty- four 


ships 


*  Sic  in  original,  evidently  an  error  for  13tli. 
t  This  seutence  is  incomplcto  in  the  original 
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Cinp.     boxes  of   silver,  ruid  one  box  of  gold    l)ullion  for 

■     Bussorab,   sent  from  ]\[alie.     The  bales  of  broad- 

^'^^'      cloth  intended  for  Bengal  are  mentioned  in  detail 

in  the  accounts  of  lOih  Arppisi  (23rd  October),  and 

these  may  be  referred  to. 
Thoshii.s  The  tidino-s  which  the  ships  brouo-ht  were  that 

liiiiur  Hf\v3  ^  '  " 

f/puveon'''  when  they  left  France  the  King  was  everywhere 
i-Teiich!  alui  victorioiis,    that    the   Kinor  of   Engjland   had    sas- 

SUCCfiSScS  of  '-'  ^ 

tnc" latter.  ^pii;je(;|  many  disasters  and  defeats,  and  had  lost 
to  the  Kinof  of  France  all  his  dominions,  with  the 
exception  of  London  and  a  small  extent  of  country, 
that  the  royal  personage  on  whose  behalf  the  French 
King  had  waged  war  against  England  is  likely  to  be 
established  on  the  English  throne,  that  the  war  had 
been  brousrht  to   a  stand-still  owino^  to  the  settinof 

Aiidotthn    in  of  winter,  bat  was  to   be  resumed  in  Chittirai 

suspension 

n'ti'^mving  (April)  next,  that  the  renown  of  the  King  of  France 
winter.  had  spread  far  and  wide  through  all  the  kingdoms 
M.Dun.ns     of  Europe,  and  that  M.   Dumas  was  enioyinof   the 

report.'d  to  ^     '  J    ./       O 

heiitif"'^     best   of   health,    and   distinguishing    himself  as    a 

Director  of  the  Company. 
^[.  Dui.ieix  Last  ni"lit,   M.    Dupleix   told   his   wife   that  he 

lirojioscs  to  tj  i 

{'liat^ile'       wished  to  go  to  Madras,  and  have  a  few  words  with 

Madik  '     M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  regarding  the  irregularities 

there.     She    wished    to    accompany    him,    but   ^l. 

Dupleix  would  not  allow  her  to  do  so,  because  he 

expected  to  be  absent  for  only  the  space  of  a  few 

Opinion  of    liours,  as  he  intended  to  go  by  sea.     The  proposed 

diarist  on 

the  point.     ^.j^j|3  ^Q  Madras  would  servo  no  useful  purpose,  and 
I  do  not  think  that  he  will  go. 
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This  nisrlit,  T  furnislied  Sno^a  Sinp^  with  a  draft     Chap. 
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upon  Muttaija   Tirumalai    Pillai    of  L^lSp^ttai   for      — ' 
1,350  star  pagodas,   payable  at  one  month's  sight.  Diarist tur- 

>  I      d  '     I     J  o  nishes  Suga 

He  said  that  he  would  send  Rdmakrishiaan.  adfafffoi- 

An  officer  named  Avice,*  who  belonged  to  one  of 
the  ships  which  arrived  from  France  to-day,  started  oiik-eisent 

■t  •'  '  with  letters 

for  Madras  at  night,  bearing  with  him  letters  from  Bomdon-'' 
France  and  Mascareigne,  whicli  were  addressed  to 
M.   de  la  Bonrdonnais,   coraraander  of  the  troops. 
The  news  brought   by  the   squadron  was  that  the 
former  Comptroller- Gen  era!  had  been  dismissed,  M.  x.wsoi 

■t  ilismissnl 

Machaut  d'Arnouville  taking  his   place,    and    that  j^^Penii 
M.  de  Fulvy,   the  younger  brother   of    the  former  Fuiyy.'**' 
Oomptroller-General,  had  been  removed  from    his 
post,  and  M.  Roulier  appointed  as  his  successor. 

Sunday,  9fh  October  17Ii6,  or  27 fh  Purattd.^i  of  R.tm-M.f 
Akxhaya. — Muttaiya  Pillai  having  received  the  permit  po,',aioh.iy. 
obtained  from  the  Governor  through  the  intercession 
of  the   priests    of  the  church  of    St.   Paul,  returned 
to  Pondichery  from  Vazhud^vur,  at  S  this  morning. 

He  left  Pondichery  on  22nd  Vaigasi  of  Rudrotkdri,  "^^..^ 
[1st  June  1743].     He  then  represented  to  the  Gov-  ooveniov 
ernor  that  the  most  learned  of  the  Brahman  S^stris  ='''«'■<>'"''"''• 
had  arrived  from  the  south,  in  connection  with  a  local 
festival  at  TiruppS,ppnliyur,  a  village  attached  to  Cud- 
dalore,  and  that  he  would  persuade  him  to  speak  to 
the  Hindus  here  in  view  to  pulling  down  the  present 


*  So  spelt  ill  Memmre  pour  le  Sipur  dp.  la  Bourdonnais.  Tn  Vinson's 
Lex  Franrnia  dann  I'lnde  it  nppoars  as  Avisse,  but  is  (picried  by  the 
uutlior. 

47  voT,.   \  I . 
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Chap,      temple  of  Vednpiiri  fswaraii,  and  recoDstructiiicr  it 

XXIX.  II'  o 

elsewhere.      Tl)(>  (Tovei'iiui-  thereupoii  permitted  him 
to  repair  to  the  festival  at  Tiruppappuliyur.      Tbis^ 
was  just  about  the  time  when  rT6p§,la  Naranaiyan  was 
11  >\v  he       seized.    Considering  it,  on  this  account,  dano-erous  to 

Went  away 

lorcni'un'  pi'o<^eed  by  land,  he  obtained  the  permission  of  the 
(invo-nor.''  riovemor  to  take  a  boat,  and  went  away  in  it  to 
Cuddalore,  carrying  with  him  all  his  goods,  abandon- 
ing all  hope  of  return,  and  duping  the  Groveriior. 
After  some  time,  when  his  intentions  became  known 
to  the  riovernor,  the  latter  sent  for  me  on  Tuesday, 
Isfc  Ini  of  Rudrotkari  [11th  June  1743]  and  said  : 
"  Muttaiyappan  is  said  to  have  betaken  himself  to 
Venkatammalp^ttai,  under  the  apprehension  that 
Aitemi.ts,.!  some  danger   would  befall  him.     Write  telling  him 

Governor 

toinrti.ee      to  come  back   without  letting:   others  know."     Al- 

hiin  to  o 

''^*"™-  though  I  wrote  to  him  then,  he  declined  to  return. 
Again  in  the  month  of  Purattasi  [October]  of  the 
following  year,  the   Governor  gave  an  assurance  as 

His  to  his  safety,  and  bade  me  write  to  him  asjain.     But 

persistent  ^  *- 

'.*'ronnrts''fo*?  ''^^t^ough  I  addressod  him  thirty  or  forty  times,  he 
""^'  refused  to  return,  alleging  that  he  had  no  confidence 

in  the  word  of  natives,  and  saying  that  the  assurance 
should  proceed  either  from  M.  de  Bausset,  or  one  of 
the  priests  of  the  church  of  St.  Paul.  Although  he 
was  first  inclined  to  adopt  this  course,  yet  on  recon- 
sideration it  was  his  wish  that  he  should  be  sent  for 
through  a  native. 
Vo'intment  Dcspltc  hls  resldeucc  out  of  the  town,  his  appoint- 

ment remained  in  his  name  for  about  a  year  aud-a-half , 


kept  open. 
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and  all  the  honours  and  privileges  attached  to  the      Ch.u 

office  were  not  withheld  from  him  during  that  period. 

But  the  time  came  when  he  must  lose  his  place,  and 

the  Governor  must  cease  to  invite   him    to   return. 

When  Virfi    Nayakkan  and  his  son  committed  a  theft 

in  the  house  of  Upputtur  Perumal  Chetti,  Vira  Nayak-  Gnvomoi, 

*  to  absolve 

kan,  in  spite  of  all  our  remonstrances,  persisted  in  not  }|i|"i7,'*„, 
making  good  the  stolen  property.     Consequently  his  ili's  mgilt', 

"        ,         pionoiuices 

offence  was  made  known   to  the  Governor  who,  in  gj'™/f^,V°"" 
view  to   absolve  himself  from  all  blame  as  regards  nn-n" 
Muttaiya     Pillai's    flight    from    Pondichery,    made 
much  of  it,  held  him  responsible,  and  expelled  Vira 
Nayakkan  from  Poudichery.     On  the  30th  Arppisi  of 
Raktakshi    filth   November    17441,    the    Governor  Ami 

'-  -■  appoints 

appointed  Karuttambi  Nayinar  as  chief  of  the  peons,  "hleVof  uil 
in  the  room  of  Muttaiya  Pillai,   and  ceased  sending 
for  the  latter. 

But  the  decree  of  God  was  that  Muttaiya  PiUai 
should  forfeit  both  his  ])osition  and  dignity,  and 
humblv  take  refuge  here.  This  is  an  instance  of  how 
human  efforts  cannot  divert  the  course  of  events  as   Hisieinm 

an  illnstva- 

ordained  by  God.  He  betook  himself  to  Venkatam-  'i'""^i'hc 
malpf'ttai,  where  Sadasiva  Pillai  dwd.  He  then  ilnmntMviii. 
retired  to  Guddalore  where,  also,  he  met  with 
misfortunes.  He  then  repaired  to  Tyagavalli,  in  th(3 
country  of  Bhuvanagiri,  and  took  a  lease  of  that 
village.  This  transaction  involved  him  in  a  loss. 
He  was  here  much  harassed,  was  made  lo  suffer 
for  want  of  food,  and  was  treated  disrespectfully, 
and    with    great    ignominy.     Unable    to    hour    this 
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Chai-       he    fled    to    Vazhudavur.      But   as    the  authorities 

XXIX. 

—       there  were  apprehensive  that  some    trouble  might 

WI13  iir       befall  them  in    consequence    of  their   giving   him 

(Ifvlii'.'        shelter,  he  at   last   made   up    his    mind   to  return 

to   Pondichery,   though  he   would  no   longer  be   a 

And  Hum      sorvaut  of  the  Companv.     He  then  souorht  the  inter- 

ilecKlid  to  r        J  n 

i'on.iic/.erv.  positiou  of  the  priests  of  the  church  of  St.  Paul, 
and  through  theii'  influence  returned  in  obscurity, 
and  in  an  "undignified  manner.  None  can  understand 
the  mysterious  decrees  of  Heaven.  Whatever  must 
take  place  at  various  times  will  occur  in  spite  of  all 
human  efforts  to  the  contrary. 

Ssit?""*"  Soon  after  the  return  of  Muttaiya  Pillai  to  his 


pmai!""      terraced  house,   everyone  iu   the  town  paid  him  a 

visit.     I,  too,  went  to   see  him  at  11,  and  returned 

iJiaiiM        home  at  12.     His  appearance  is  really  heart-rending  ; 

finds  liiiii  .  .  -  -.,  I'l'Tii 

chan'ed  "^  ^^  much  emaciated,  and  has  lost  his  bright  look. 
One  finds  it  difficult  to  recognise  him.  But  when 
a  man  is  restored  to  peace  of  mind  and  happiness, 
he  will,  in  ten  days,  regain  his  strength  and   spirits. 

His  return    The  wholc  towii  rejoiced  at  his  arrival,  with  perhaps 

a  source  of 

aiisavel'"  the  oxcoption  of  the  Christian  adherents  of  Kanaka- 
raya  Mudali,  and  Karuttambi  Nayinar.  The  ladies 
of  Hasan  'All  Khan  and  the  Diwan  Sahib  occupy 
the  house  which  is  the  usual  residence  of  Muttaiya 
Pillai's  family,  and  one  adjacent,  which  belongs  to 
Madava  Pillai.  Muttaiya  Pillai's  children  have  con- 
sequently betaken  themselves  to  the  small  building 

occupipd      f  Q  ^he  eastward  of  his  terraced  house.     He,  as  was 

by  nim 

famitv.'        Ms  wont,  is  living  in  the  latter. 
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The     accounts    of   Suiiofuvar,    and     Lakslimaua      cuAr. 

XXIX. 

Nav'akkan.    have    hitherto   been    examined   in    the      — 
terraced  house  of  Muttaiya  Pillai.     But  as  he  has 
returned,  I  have  arranged  that  it  should  be  vacated,  Anauge. 
and  that  the  countinsf-house  of    bunofuvar,    m    the  lendcied 

~  ~  '  necessary 

bazaar-street,  should  be  occupied  for  this  purpose.  jiutuiiya°' 
All  the  records  connected  with  the  dispute  have 
accordingly  been  transfei'red  to  a  large  room  in  that 
building,  which  has  been  sealed  with  the  seals  of 
Lakshmana  Nayakkan  and  Gopalaswami,  the  key 
being  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Company's 
servants.  I  have  ordered  that  from  to-morrow 
SunofLivar's  accounts  should  be  examined  in  the  new 
building. 

This  afternoon  at  2,  M.  d'Auteuil  returned  from  jlciau- 

teuil  re- 

Madras.  ^^^^^^ 

Moudaif,  loth  October  17k-6,  or  28t]i  PuraUdsl  oj 
Akshaya. — I  give  below  a  summary  of  the  contents 
of  the  letters  which  my  brother  Tiruvengadam, 
wrote  to  me,   from  the  22iid,  to  the  26th   of   this  Lettersfrom 

diarist's 

month  (4tli  to  the  8th  October).     The  last  of  these  ^™"^^'"- 
came  this  moi'jiiny:.      He  stated  that  M.  de  la  Hour-   riiese state 

°.  thai 

doniiais  had  proclaimed  that  he  no  longer  exercised  Bom"don- 
anv  powers  of  embargo  over  the  transit  of  merchaii-  proclaimed 

•^     '  '^  ^  i-endition  of 

disc   through    tlie  gates   of    Port    St.    George,    and  ""f'^"-'- 
tliat    hu    had    transferrctl    these   to   Mf.    Morse,    the 
English    Governor.       Mv    brother's    letters    further  Hi.d  loid 

"  ■  nierelianis 

Stated    fluit    !\l.    i\v    hi    lioiirdoiiuais     iiifoi  ined    the  'hoLi'i"' 
merchants  who  went  to   him    Un'  the   ke\"s   of   their  lUeirkevR 

Iroiii  Mr. 

godowns,  that  he  had  delivered  them  all  to  iMr.  Morse,   '^'""''- 
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Chap,      from  whoLu  tliev  were  to  receive  them,  and  that  they 

XXIX. 

—       were  henceforth  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  English, 

]  74'ij. 

AiKi  was      as  he  had  restored  the  fort  to  them.     M.  de  la  Bour- 

liuiriecll.v 

muI-lfuR;!--  donnais,  so  my  brother  wi-ote  to  me,  was  embarking 
merchandise  with  all  possible  speed  on  board  his 
ships.  Two  thousand  bales  of  piece-goods  were  thus 
conveyed  on  board.  Six  hundred  bales  of  broad-cloth 
were  stowed  away  in  the  Neptune.  An  enormous 
Also  quantity  of  saltpetre  was  also  shipped.     The  treasure 

amount  of     which  M.    do  la   Bourdonnais    found     in    the    fort 

treasure 

theVt"       amounted  to  23,700  dollars,  1,87,000  and  odd  rupees, 

and  how 

disposed  ..I.  .^jid  500  mohurs.  He  took  possession  of  the  mohurs, 
and  deposited  the  rest  of  the  treasure  in  the 
ware-house. 

One  oj  the  Jn    his    letter  of    the  26th   (8th   October),    my 

letters  gives  ^  / '  ./ 

tfonwjth      brother  informed    me    that    M.  Paradis  had   asked 

t'oV^-ecIii  ^^'^^  ^^^y  ^^'  d'Espremenil  was  displeased  with  him, 
and  tliPt  he  told  him  in  reply  that  there  was  nothing 
in  his  conduct  to  find  fault  with.  He  requested 
me  to  recall  him,  because  he  did  not  like  to  be  mixed 
up  with  the  unpleasant  doings  going  on  in  Madras. 

^^*';|f'  I  wrote  a  reply  in  fitting  terms,  and  sent  him  two 
letters,  by  this  day's  post. 

My  brother  also  informed   me   of  the  death  of 

death  of       Francisco  Pereira,*  on  the  25th  (7th  October).     This 

Franeisco 

Pereira.       man,  a  Roman  doctor,  owed  me   700   pagodas,  and 

300    or    -iO')     pagodas    interest   thereon,   n>aking    a 

ocSmd     ^otul    of    1,000  or   1,100    pagodas.     This  being  an 

to  diarist 

by  this. 


rei'iics. 


lirotlu'V's 

letters 

report 


See  Vol.  I,  pp.  47,  81,  83,  LOG,  lU'J  aud  160. 
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unfortunate  time  for  rae,  T  dospatched  tlirouQ-h  liira,      Chap. 

'  XXIX 

to  Madras,  some  hale:-;  of  broad-cloth,  witli  tlie  result       —  ' 

174G. 

that   I   have  now  lost   so  much  money.     But  T  put 

ray  entire  faith  in  God.     What  is  foreordained  will 
come  to  pass. 

When    Francisco    Pereira     first     came    to  this  "'.f^yy'^f 

111  IhV     111  t4  1 1  * 

country,  he  ofave  out  that  lie  was  Q-oinsj  on  a  trading-  pon'ruet' 
expedition,  and  induced  a  few  merchants  of  Madras  ii>Av(ot. 
to  entrust  their  oroods  to  him.  Re  swindled  them  of 
10,000  or  15,000  pagodas.  Being,  on  account  of  his 
creditors,  unable  to  remain  at  Madras,  he  moved  to 
Arcot,  where  he  spent  twenty- five  years  of  his  life 
amongst  the  Muhammadans,  following  the  calling 
of  a   physician.     He  then  became   the   minister  of  His 

_  _  _  treachery 

Chanda  S^hih,  whom   he  delivered  into  the  hands  of  [^g^jl^. 
the  Mahrattas.      Finding  Trichiuopoly,  also,  too  hot  sauib.' 
to  hold  him,  he  came  to  Pondichery,  and  jiassed  his  ,^,*^,^"*"'' 
time  in  lying,  and  cheating.      Thence   he   moved  to  '"SV''"' 
Madras,  and  when  the  French  attacked  that  place,  he 
acted  as  their  intermediary,  and   finally  died  on  the 
fifteenth  day  after  Madras   was  captured.     He  was  his 
a  master  liar,  and  his  brain  teemed  with   villainous  ^/j^i'"'"'' 
schemes.     He,  however,  led  an  apparently  respect- 
able life,  rode  in  his  palanquin,  and  breathed  his  last 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- five. 

The  Council  met  this  morning-  at  8,   and  dis-  MeethiRoi 

°  Coniif'il, 

persed  at  half-past  10.     Its  proceedings  are   kept 
secret. 

Arumuga  Panddram,  whom  T  had  sent  to  treat 
Venkata  Narasinga  Raja,    went   to   the    shrines   of 


376 


JnASDA   rang  a   Pm,Al'S  BIABY. 


Chap. 
XXIX. 

1746. 
Mtdical 
iitieiubut 
01  V. 

Narasinga 
Kajn 

hearing  of 
tilarminfr 
symptoms 
i-etorns 
to  Poiuli- 
flierv. 

And  states 
to  diarist 
that  case 
is  hopeless. 


Congratii- 

'.ations 

to  Governor 

liom  Taqi 

Saiiib.  etc.. 

on  fall  of 

Madras. 


He  surlily 
refuses  to 
allow  this 
to  be 
tran>latc(l. 


Reason  for 
this. 


What  M.  de 

la  Bourdon- 
n.'iis  dill 
:il  Madras 
to  defeat 
the  inten- 
tiovis  of 
M.  I)ui)leix. 


Tirupati  and  Kalahasti,  after  the  invalid  had  slightl}' 
recovered,  l^ut  when  he  returned  to  Naranapuram 
after  some  days,  he  heard  that  his  patient  had  symp- 
toms of  dropsy  in  his  hands  and  legs,  and  believing 
oil  this  account  that  medical  treatment  was  of  no 
further  avail,  returned  to  Pondichery  yesterday.  He 
visited  me  to-day,  and  stared  amongst  other  matters, 
that  there  was  no  hope  of  the  recover)-  of  V^enkata 
Narjisinga  Raja,  that  he  would  not  live  a  month 
longer,  and  that  Karv^ti  I{§ja  was  insane. 

This  evening,  a  letter  from  Taqi  Sahib  and  Polur 
Muhammad  'All  Khan  reached  M.  Dupleix.  This 
was  a  congratulatory  communication  addressed  to 
liim  on  the  capture  of  Madras.  When  Tana})pa 
Mudali  and  Madananda  Pandit  went  to  interpret 
it,  the  Governor  in  a  surly  tone  bade  them  o'o,  because 
lie  did  not  wish    to  hear   any    news   connected   with 

t. 

Madras. 

Hitherto,  M.  Dupleix  had  indulged  the  hope 
that  he  would  be  able  to  annul  the  treaty  of  ransom 
which  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  ha<l  concluded  with  tbe 
English,  and  with  that  object  in  view^,  intrigued 
wdth  might  and  main.  But  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
was  resolute,  and  adopted  counter  measures  to 
defeat  his  efforts.  He  excluded  from  Fort  h5t. 
George  the  men  who  were  favourably  disposed  to 
M.  Dupleix,  embarked  on  board  his  ships  the 
officers  and  troops  that  occupied  the  fort,  and 
srarrisoned  it  with  his  own  soldiers  and  C'offres 
who   had     follow^ed   him    from     Mascareiofne     and 
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Mauritius.     He   issued  orders  that   no  Frencliman      Chap. 

XXIX. 

fi'om  Pondichery  should   be  permitted  to  enter  his       — ' 

1746 

presence   unless   he  had   first  been    searched,    and  nistreat- 

ment  of  all 

deprived  of  all  his  arms.     When  any  such  person  fom\ng'"'^'' 

went  to  him,   he  asked  him  what  he   wanted,  and  cheryf""*^*" 

then  commanded  him  to  leave  the  fort.      When  any 

one  made    bold  enough    to    say   that  he   was  sent 

by  M.  Dupleix,  to  speak  with  him  regarding  Madras, 

he  would    tell  him  to  mind  his  own   business.     If 

M.    Dupleix  addressed  him  concerninof  Madras,  he  His  conduct 

~  towai-ds 

would  vouchsafe  no  proper  reply,  but  would  write  on  ^i-Dupieix. 
irrelevant  matters. 

To  obtain  all  the  spoils  on  which  he  could  \a,y  his  The  steps 

•'  taken  by 

hands,  he  treated  with  the  English  for  the  ransom  seeiiethe 
of  the  fort,  and  ffaining-,  by  promises  of  bribes,  some  Madras  for 

°  ...  himself. 

of  the  merchants  over  to  his  side,  induced  them  to 
destroy  all  the  old  accounts  of  the  Company,  and 
fabricate,  in  accordance  with  his  directions,  new  ones 
which  he  intended  to  lay  as  attested  documents  before 
the  Company,  King,  and  Ministers.  The  Frenchmen 
here  talk  as  pleases  them.  Some  assert  that  M.  de  la  Estimates 
Bourdonnais  will  secure  a  spoil  of  15  or  20  lakhs  of  JiSieii 
pagodas,  others  that  he  will  manage  to  make  at  least 
60  or  70  lakhs.  A  few  more  say  that  he  has  proba- 
bly already  obtained  that  amount,  by  the  seizure  of 
diamonds,  rubies,  and  pagodas,  alone.  Thus  the 
Europeans,  and  the  Tamilians,  fix  the  amount  of  his 
plunder   according    to  their  fancy.     Heaven   alone  DiariM 

ooniiders  h 

knows  what  the  amount  of  it  actually  is.     ]^ut  we  '•'■^"•^'of 
shall  not  be  far  wrong  if  we  put  the  value  at  a  crore  iipuri-. 
48  VOL.  II. 
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Oaptinc  o( 

Madriis 

entirely 

due  in  Ills 

opinion 

toM. 

Dnpleix. 


M.  de  la 
Bourdon- 
nais 

considered 
to  have 
snapped  iij) 
the  fruits 
of  this. 


The  loss  by 
M.  Dupleix 
of  opportu- 
Tiity  attii- 
buted  to 
perverse 
fate. 


Amount  of 
ransom 
paid  by  the 
English. 


Report  of 
speedy 
return  of 
M.  d'Espre 
ni^nil  and 
others. 


of  pagodas,  for  we  must  remember  that  Madras,  as 
a  town,  has  not  its  equal  in  all  India,  is  called 
throughout  the  land  the  golden  city,  and  as  such  has 
been  compared  to  tlie  city  of  Knb^ra;*  and  of  this 
town  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  iias  had  the  sacking  to 
his  heart's  content. 

It  was  M.  Dnpleix  who  planned  the  capture  of 
Madras,  and  it  was  he  who  fitted  out  the  whole 
expedition  and  bore  all  the  burden  connected  with 
it ;  but  like  the  intruder  in  the  story,  who  came 
just  at  the  nick  of  time,  and  pushing  aside  the 
man  who  was  about  to  take  food  out  of  the  plate 
before  him,  partook  of  it  himself,  M.  de  la  Bour- 
donnais has  stepped  in,  and  carried  away  all  the 
fruits  of  the  victory.  What  grief  must  have  taken 
possession  of  M.  Dupleix  !  Can  there  be  any  bounds 
to  his  sorrow  ?  A  golden  opportunity  such  as  this 
could  hardly  occur  in  the  whole  course  of  a  man's  life, 
and  he  has  missed  it.  This  can  only  be  attributed 
to  perverse  fate.  My  reflections  are  called  forth 
by  what  has  actually  occurred;  and  this  is  onlj^  a 
millionth  part  of  what  I  think  on  the  matter. 

The  ransom  paid  by  the  English  for  the  restor- 
ation of  Madras  was  1 1  lakhs  of  pagodas,  but  the 
particulars  of  the  treaty  are  not  clearly  known.  I 
will  record  them  when  they  are  made  ]5iiblic.  It  is 
reported  that  M.  d'Espremenil,  M.  Dulaurens,  and 
others,  v^ill  return  to  Pondichery,  in  four  or  five  days. 


I 


*  Tlip  Gorl  of  wealtli. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


FHOII  OCTOBER  ll'm,  171^6,  TO   OCTOBER  IS^Ji^  171^6. 

Wedding  of  M.  de  la  Touche  and  Mademoiselle  Astruc  — M.  and  Me.  Dupleix 
attend— No  rejoicings— Presents  made  by  diarist — M.  Labougie  arrives 
from  Madras,  and  Council  held — Letters  to  diarist  from  Arcot  mentirn 
illness  of  Nawab,  and  otlior  news — Bearers  of  these  state  that  complaint 
made  against  him  to  Diwan — And  inform  him  of  reply  of  his  agent 
when  questioned— Diarist  writes  letters  to  Appaji,  etc.,  denying  the 
charge — Encloses  copy  of  letter  from  Governor  on  the  subject -And 
asks  them  to  settle  matters  by  bribing  the  Kotwal—^y rites  letters  con- 
cerning a  certain  water  dispute— Arrival  of  M.  Melville  from  Madras 
—  Brings  news  of  doings  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais — And  of  arrival  at 
Mylapcre  of  M.  d'Espremenil  and  others— Diarist's  brother  writes 
intimating  arrival  at  Mylapore— Low  spirits  of  Governor—  Letter  from 
Madras  states  that  English  concealed  2  lakhs  of  pagodas— That  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais,  summoning  Mr.  Morse  and  others,  reproached  them, 
destroyed  the  treaty,  and  made  them  prisoners  -iielanded  troops,  and 
reoccupied Madras— And  then  wrote  to  M.  Dupleix  requesting  return 
to  Madras  of  officials— Council  orders  this— M.  de  la  Tour  aud  others 
arrive  from  Madras,  iind  are  sent  there  again— Governor  forwards 
letters  to  Madras — Letter  fiom  diarist's  brother  intimates  departure 
from  Madras  of  M.  d'Espremenil — And  states  that  he  has  been  lefc 
with  M.  Dulaurens,  etc.,  and  cannot  accompany  them  if  they  go  to 
Madras— M.  Paradis  and  others  arrive — And  explain  to  Uovernor 
reason  for  their  return— Departure  of  M.  Barthelemy,  etc.,  postponed, 
but  M.  de  la  Tour,  etc.,  start— Boisterous  weather — Diarist  therefore 
does  not  visit  Governor, — Who  goes  to  the  beach  to  watch  the  storm 

_^n(j  then  returns  home — Diarist's  brother  arrives,  aud  desires  to  see 

Governor — Diarist  sends  him  in  advance,  and  joins  him— Governor 
havin"'  "one  out,  they  await  liis  arrival — He  asks  diarist's  brother 
why  he  returned— He  explains— Governor  makes  remark  touching 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais— Diarist,  seeing  that  this  is  misunderstood,  asks 
brother  a  (question— Governor  asks  diarist  why  JL  de  la  Bourdounais 
imprisoned  the  Armenians— His  reply— Asks  how  much  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  made — Diarist  names  10  lakhs  of  pagodas — Discussion  on 
this  point— Supijosed  gains  of  M.  de  la  Villebague  -And  of  his 
servant— Diarist  and  brother  depart— Letters  to  Governor  from  MM. 
d  tla  Bourdonnais  and  d'Espremenil — Condition  on  wliich  former  will 
arrange  not  to  restore  Madras  to  English— Council  sends  emergent 
despatch  to  Madras  —Return  of  M.  Avico  with  reply  to  a  letter  to 
M.   do   la  Bonrdonnais — Contents  uf    this    unknown  to    diarist — His 
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Q„  ^p_  remarks  as  to  discord  created  by  capture  of  Madras  -And  his  ill-luck, 

XXX.  and  that  of  his  brother,  in  gaining  nothing  by  it  — Council  sits  —Diarist 

visits  MM.  de  ia  Touche  and  Dubois  and  then  goes  to  Governor's  house 

l^-K^.  — A.nd  thence  to  his  storehouse— W.  Tiruvengada  Pillai  brings  a  letter 

from  Kandappan — This  gives  an  account  of  a  dispute  with  certain 
persons — Diarist  takes  it  to  Tiruvengada  Pillai— Who  denies  the 
allegations  which  it  contains— Reply  to  this  effect  sent— Diarist 
reverts  to  the  subject  of  M.  de  la  Uourdonnais— Mentions  letter  in 
which  he  stated  that  he  has  restored  Madras  to  English— And  that 
this  was  sent  before  reprimand  of  Council  reached 'him — This  the 
reason  for  recMit  meeting  of  Council— His  remark  on  disgrace 
arising  from  conduct  of  M,  de  la  Bourdonnais — M.  de  la  Bourdon- 
nais  sends  order  that  ships  of  M.  Dordelin  shall  not  remain  at  Pondi- 
chery— Action  of  the  captains  on  receipt  of  this — Directions  of 
Governor  to  them— He  orders  meeting  of  Council,  but  countermands 
it,  and  holds  one  with  the  captains —Reflections  on  conduct  of  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais— Talk  that  if  it  becomes  known  in  France  he  will  be 
han"'ed— Views  of  Europeans  as  to  reasons  why  he  does  so  much 
mischief— Opinion  of  diarist  as  to  his  chances  of  escaping  punishment 

Two  sailors  break  into  the  mission    church — Account  of  captme  of 

one,  and  escape  of  other— Articles  found  with  the  man  captured — 

Statement  of  the  priest  to  police — Thief  consigned  to  prison — Council 

assembled,  and  captains  attend— Reported  to  have  agreed  to  obey  the 

Council— Alleged  appointment  of  M.  Paradis  to  command   a  certain 

expedition— Diarist    receives    letters  from   Madras — These    describe 

capture  there  of  English  ship  -And    state  nature  and  value  of  her 

cargo — Also    mention  occurrence  of  two  storms — The   stranding   of 

Marie  Gertrude,  and  wreck  of  Dutch  ship— The  uncertainty  as  to  fate 

of  the  fleet — The  salutes  accorded  to  MM.  d'Espremenil  and  de    la 

Bourdonnais — The     action    taken    there  by    M.   de   la    Bourdonnais 

reo'arding   the    merchants — And    his    rapacity — Letters   from    MM. 

d'Espremenil  and  de  la  Bourdonnais  to  Governor  refer  to  the  storms 

—  Rumours  of  commencement  of  hostilities  against  Dutch — Governor 

of  Negapatam  said  to  have  proclaimed   outbreak  of   war — And  to  be 

equipping   fort — Diarist    hears    that    meeting   of  Council   has  been 

summoned — Proceeds    to    his  storehouse,  and   meets   there   certain 

persons — Learns  that  Council  has  decided  that  fleet  should  proceed  to 

]y[ali4 — And  cannot  at  present  return  to  France — Letters  to  Governor 

from  MM.  d'Espremenil  and  de    la  Bourdonnais — Letter  to   diarist 

from  Madras  refers  to  wreck  of  the  Bourbon —Mentions    that  there 

was  cargo  on  board  Marie  Gertrud^e  and  a  sloop  when  wrecked — States 

that  M.  de  la    Bourdonnais    is  overwhelmed  with    cares — And  that 

certain  persons  have  returned — Further,  asks  whether  writer  should 

return  to   Pondichery— Reply  of  diarist— Reported  apology  of  M.  de 

la  Bourdonnais  to   Governor—  Alleged  remarks   of  Governor  thereon 

Belief  of   diarist    as   to  why   Heaven  sent  the  storm  at  Madras — 

Popular   opinion  thereon— Reflections    of    diarist — News  of   Nawab, 
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etc.  from  Arcot — Ships  supplied  with  water — Alleged  landing  of  part  Chap. 

of  cargo   of   a  ship— llemarks   of    diarist    regarding    the    ungrateful  XXX. 

conduct  of  Tanappa  Mudali — Certainty  that  this  will  meet  with  divine  

vengeance.  i/Jb. 

Tuesday,  11th  October  17k-6,  or  29th  Parattchi  of  wedcUni; 

"^  ■  ■  of  M.  de 

Akshmja. — This  daj,  M.  de  la  louche  was  married  to  jfJ^J/l 
a  lady  who  is  the  daughter  of  M.  Astruc,  formerly 
the  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Dutch  factory  at  Porto 
Novo,  and  sister  of  the  present  Deputy   Governor 
of  that  place.     Madame  [DupleixJ   was  present  on  m.  mid  Me 
the  occasion.     At  night,  the  Governor  attended  the  ""/emony! 
ceremony.     The  wedding  was  celebrated  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.     There  were  no  extraordinary  rejoicings,  Noiejoic- 
for  the  Governor  was  troubled  by  the  state  of  affairs  depression 

on  account 

at    Madras,    and     was    sad    at    heart.      iiivery    one  of  affairs  at 

'  "^  Madras, 

present  shared  the  general  depression.     I  presented  Presents 

^  .  made  by 

the  married  couple  with  a  roll  of  lace  valued  at  f^'^"**- 
Bs.  130,  a  white  shawl  valued  at  Ks.  62,  plantains, 
sugar-cand}',  sugar,  flowers,  milk,  and  twenty  hares. 
Before  nightfall,  in  company  with  some  others,  I 
visited  thrice  the  place  where  the  marriage  was 
celebrated.  They  presented  betel  and  nut  to  me, 
and  sprinkled  me  with  rosewater. 

M.  JLabouocie  arrived  this  morniner  from  Madras,  m.lh- 

"        _  ^  bougie 

He  conversed  with  the  Governor.    A  Council   was  I'^^Z^^ 
afterwards    held.     I    could   not   have   a    talk   with  and  a' 

('ouncil 

M.  Dupleix  ;    and  as  I  had  done  during  the  last  six  ^'*^''^" 
or  seven  days,  1  went  to  the  arecanut  store-house, 
and  thence  home. 

The   letters  which    1    received    yesterday,    and 
to-day,     from      Arcot,     mentioned      that    Nawab 
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Chap. 
XXX. 


1746. 
Letters 
lo  djarisi 
from  Areot 
nier.tioii 
illness  of 
Nawal), 
and  other 
news. 


The  letters 
also 

state  that 
complaint 
made 
against 
diarist  to 
the  Diwan. 


And  what 
the  reply  of 
his  agent 
when 

questioned 
was. 


He  writes 
letters  to 
Appaji 
Pandit,ete., 
denying 
the  charge. 


Anwar-ud-flin  Khan  was  extremelj  ill,  that  Muham- 
mad Mahfuz  KMn,  his  eldest  son,  had  been  invested 
with  the  title  of  Nawab,  that  Muhammad  Ali  Khan 
was  encamped  at  R^nip^ttai,  preparatory  to  marching 
against  the  Mahrattas,  that  Mahfuz  Khan,  Sampati 
Rao,  and  others,  went  to  visit  Muhammad  'Alf  at 
Ranipettai,  that  Sampati  Rao  had  been  presented  by 
Muhammad  'Ali  with  an  elephant,  and  a  dress  of 
honour,  and  that  Mahfuz  Khan,  and  the  others,  had 
returned  to  Arcot.  The  letters  also  contained  the 
following  information. 

Vidya  Chand,  the  agent  of  Saiyid  Fazl  Khan, 
complained  to  the  Diwan,  and  through  him,  to  the 
Kotwal,*  that  I  had  not  yet  paid  the  amount  for 
which  I  stood  surety  for  Vannipettu.  Thereupon, 
the  Kotwal  sent  tor  my  agent,  Samba  Aiyan,  and 
intimated  this  to  him.  He  replied  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  this,  that  there  might  be  a  hundred 
such  transactions  unknown  to  him,  and  that 
the  matter  should  be  settled  with  his  master  at 
Pondichery.  The  Kotwal  then  directed  him  to 
address  me. 

I  wrote  letters  to  Appaji  Pandit,  and  Kevurvaram 
Kodanda  Rama  Aiyan,  stating  that  I  never  stood 
surety  for  any  one,  that  I  merely  wrote  a  letter  of 
recommendation  on  behalf  of  Ragava  Pandit,  that  in 
that  year  disturbances  took  place  on  three  occa- 
sions, and  that  I  was  therefore  not  responsible  for 


*  An  official  who  combined  the  duties  of  a  police  officer  and  Magistrate' 
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anything  that  liad  happened.     T  moreover,  enclosed      Chap. 

a  copy   of  the   letter    written  by    the  Governor   of      " 

Pondichery   in   replv  to  a  reference   made    to    him  Encloses 

"  copy  of 

on  the  subject.  T  asked  those  to  whom  I  wrote  to  \^^^^\y^^ 
bribe  the  Kotw^l,  settle  the  matter  reasonably,  and  oirtT™°^ 

subject. 

not  allow  it  to  be  dragged  before  the  public  ;  and 
I  gave    them    permission  to    put    two    of   Husain  Ami  asks 
Sahib's  men  into  the  shops  at  LSl^pettai  and  Arcot,  miners  by 
I  gave  these  letters  to  the  agent  of  KOdanda  Rfima  Kotw-.L 
Aiyan,  with  instructions  to  him  to  start  the  next 
morning,    and   travel   in    company  with    Kanukoyi 
Srinivasa  Eao's  men. 

In  connection  with  a  dispute  resfardingr  a  water  writes 

^  *  '^  letters  to 

channel    at    Karikal,  I    wrote    letters    to    Praklisa  SudaiT 
Mudali,  Srinivasa  Rao  the  son  of  Melu2:iri  Pandit,  iVhitive^o 

^  •    •      '    a  water- 

Kandappan,  and  the  grandson  of  Sesha  Aiyangar,  '^'"P"*^- 
telling  them  to  conciliate  the  villagers  to  the  west 
and  the  east  of  the  channel,  impress  upon  them  that 
they  should  abide  by  the  orders  of  M.  Paradis,  and 
urge  upon  the  lessees  of  the  late  Kanakaraya  Mudali 
that  it  was  unjust  to  disturb  a  long-standing 
custom. 

Wednesday,  12th  October  17 If  6,  or  SOtli  Furattdsi  Arrival  of 

•■  M.  Melville 

of  Akshaya.— This   day,  M.   Melville    arrived   from  jiXas. 
Madras,  and    brought  news  that  the  fort  had  been 
given  back  to  the  English,  that  M.  do  la  Ronrdon- 
nais,    treating    with    contem])t    the    orders  of    the  lu-mc^ 

r^  -11  iTti-  n  1  T  liens  of  the 

Council  here,  had  placed  m  conhnement  those  who  Sr"'",f],^^ 
came  from  Pondichery,  and  had  subsequently  set  imi"!*"""' 
them  at  liberty,  that  M.  Dulaurens,  M .  d'Espremdnil, 
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XXX. 


1746. 
Ami  of 
jirrival  at 
Jlylapore 
ol  M. 
cl'Espr6- 
m6nil,  etc. ; 
also  that 
31 .  de  la 
Bourdon- 
nais  was 
prepai'ing 
to  quit 
jladras. 

Diarist's 

brother 

writes 

intimatiiiu' 

arrival  at 

Mylapori'. 


Low  spirits 
of  Gover- 
nor. 


Letter  from 
Madras 
states  til  at 
English 
concealed 
■2  lakhs 
of  pagodas. 


That  M.  de 
la  Bourdon- 
nais  then 
summon- 
ing 'Sir. 
Morse 
and  othei's 
reproached 
them. 


M.  Barth^lemy,  M.  cle  Bury  and  others,  and  my 
brother  Tirnvengadam,  were  returning,  that  they 
had  halted  at  Mylapore,  and  that,  they  were  intending 
to  move  on  hither.  He  said,  also,  that  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  was  making  ready  provisions,  arms,  and 
other  supplies  necessary  for  his  ships,  and  was 
preparing  to  set  sail. 

In  the  letter  written  by  my  brother  to  me,  he 
said  that  M.  d'Espremenil,  other  Frenchmen,  and  he 
had  reached  Mylapore  on  their  way  to  Pondichery, 
and  that  they  would  leave  on  the  following  day. 
He  further  requested  that  in  the  event  of  there  being 
any  dela}^  in  their  departure  I  would  arrange  to 
recall  him  at  once,  as  he  was  ill. 

The  trouble  that  tlie  Governor  took  in  writino- 
despatches  to  be  placed  on  board  a  ship  bound  for 
France,  and  the  vexation  apparent  in  his  face, 
cannot  be  described. 

At  10  this  morning,  a  letter  came  by  post  from 
Madras.  From  this  it  appeared  that  2  laklis  of 
pagodas  had  been  buried  by  the  English  under  the 
flagstaff,  that  the  matter  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  and  that  thereupon  he 
said  to  Mr.  Morse  the  Governor  of  Madras  and  the 
other  Englishmen,  as  follows  :  "  You  have  cheated 
me.  Believing  that  you  spoke  the  truth,  I  incurred 
even  the  displeasure  of  the  Governor  of  Pondichery. 
I  wished  to  give  back  to  you  your  fort  and  town, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  requested  all  his  people  to 
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depart.     I  executed  the  necessary  ao^reement,  and  I      C'iap. 

was  preparing  to  leave   in  two  or  three  days.      But      

as  you  have  deceived  me  in  this  manner,  there  is 
no  knowinof  in  how  many  other  ways  vou  mav  not 
mean  to  mislead  me."     He  then  destroyed  *he  agree-  f^,';f't''.%^'! 
nient  which  he  had  executed  in  their  favour,  placed  thewah'' 

-V  r         11 1  1   •  •  •  prisoners. 

Mr.  Morse  and  his  companions  in  confinement,  sent 
back  to  the  ships  the  Englishmen  whom  he  had 
brought  ashore,  lauded  the  troops  from  Pondicliery 
that  had  been    embarkod    by  him,  and  sot    French  Reiundeci 

''  the  Hoops 

soldiers  to  guard  all  the  gates  of  the  town.     He  wrote  pJ^V  °"'"' 
a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Fondichery  stating  that  as  ' 
the  English  had  deceived  him,  he  had  now  destroyed  ;Vrote'to" 
the  treatv  and   remanded  them  all  to  custody,  and  inronnmg 
asking  that  M.   d'Espremenil,  and  othei-s,  might  be  rto,|!;\n,ci 
sent  to  resume  possession  of  the  fort.     Thereupon,  return  of* 

^  ^  otticiiils. 

the   Governor  felt  relieved,  and   was    happy.     The 
Council    met,    and    an    order    was    issued    to    jM. 
d'Espremenil,  and  others,  to   return — wherever  on  Sj^I's'Io 
their  way  the  order  mio^ht  reach  them — to  Madras,  issm'ato 
I  heard  this  from  M.  de  laTouche,  and  others.     As  '"<'"•- ^'c- 
to  the  private  news  of  the  place,   I  know  nothing. 
I  shall  inquire  moi-e  particularly,  and  write  it  down 
by  and  b^'. 

This  evening,  M.  de  la  Tour,  M.  Bruyeres,  and   M.ae 
M.  do  Keriean,  arrived   from   Madras.     The   Gov-  t'u.,ainvo 

••  from 

ernor  started    them  off  again,  at  8,  with  orders  to  .^!,T,'uiorr^ 
return  there. 

To-day   the   Governor   posted    throe  letters  for  oove.Mor 

for'vanl 

Madras.  icuers,io 
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Chap.  At  daybreak  tomorrow,  the  Dipavali  festival  will 

XXX. 

— '     commence. 

Letter  from         Thur.scla}/,  IStlb  OcU>her  17^0,  or  31st  Faraftdsi  of 

}"•""';:;.„,  Akshaya. — This  morning-,  tlio   post  arrived,  and  in 

doS-tiHo     this  was  a  letter  from  my  brother.     The  contents 

M.trEspre-  of  Itwero  these:   "MM.  d'Esprdmenil,   Dnlaurens, 

Paradis,  Barthelemy,  I,  and  others,  arrived  at  Sadras. 

As    soon  as  the   letter  from    Pondichery  had  been 

received  and  read,  M.  d'Espremenil  loft  for  Madras. 

And  states    When  lio  was  departing,  1  asked  if  I  slionld  aocom- 

that  lie  has 

^vlthM"      P^i^y  mm^  bat  he  replied  :   'You  had  better  remain 
S?and"''    with  v1  M.  Dnlaurens,  Paradis,  and  the  other  officials 

thCif"''    ^^^^   ^^  ^^  ^^^y  ^-*^^  y^^^'     If  t^i^y  start  for  Pondi- 
Snio     chery,  1  shall  accompany  them;  but  if  they  return 

Madl'aS.  titt  Tin  ^  ■\  ^  •     ^  i 

to  Madras,  1  shall  not  be  able  to  go  with  them, 
as  I  am  unwell ;  please  send  some  one  to  take  my 
place." 

M.  Paradis  As  I  was  engaged   in   reading  this  letter,   MM. 

arriveas      Paradis,   Bartlielemv,    Panon,  and     sonje   officers 


letter  is  '  J  '  '  > 

being  real,   r^pppoaclicd.     The  Govomor  was  very  much  annoyed 

with  them,  and  asked  why  they  had  not  returned  to 

Andexpiain  Madras.     They  said  :   "  We  nil  read   the  first  letter 

to  Governor  ^ 

receive?      which  you  sent  unsealed ;    your  second,   directing 
retavn  only   US  to  rotum  to  j\Iadras,  reached  us  when  we  were  on 

wlien  close 

cfi"'"'  t^^^  Merkanam  backwater.  M.  de  Bury  alone  went 
back  to  Madras  ;  we  wislied  to  come  here,  communi- 
cate with  you  in  person,  and  then  go."     Meanwhile, 

M.  Benoit     j\I.  Bonoit,  the  captain  of  the  Fht'iux,  arrived.     On 

arrives  and 

Sects"'  t^^i^'  t^^^  Council  met  again,  and  dispersed  at  2. 
They  then  dined. 


GOVERNOR  GOES  10  TUE  BEAOH  TO  WATCH  A  STORM,    ^gt 


The  departure  of  MM.  Bartheleiiiy  and  Paradis,  Chap. 
and   the   rest   of   the   part}',  lias  been   postponed.      -^" 

M.    do   la  Tour  and    M.    de    Keriean,    who   came  DLpaituVe 

yesterday,    left    early  this    mornino-   for     Madras.  ^^anbL^. 

«.  <-  -^  t/  o  leiiiy,  etc., 

M.  Dulaurens  arriyed  in  the  eyening.     My  brother,  bufM.'ae'iV. 
who  accompanied  him  as  far  as  our  Brahman  yillage,  s*'*''- 
sta^'ed  there  as  instructed  by  me. 

The  eveniuo;  ^vas  cloudy  :  at  nio;ht  the  north  wind  Boisterous 

^.  .  .  .  .  wcathor. 

blew,  accompanied  by  lightning  and  a  little  rain. 

FrliJau,   llfth   Octoher    17 ^6.   or  lt>t    Arppisi  of  Diarist 

'-"  '  11  J     thcrofore 

AksJiai/a,  Constellation  Chtttirai,  Neiv  Moon. —As  the  Sthu 
wind  was  blowing  and  rain  was  falling  this  morning, 
I  did  not  go  to  the  house  of  the  Goyernor,  who  was 
suffering  from  two  boils  on  the  neck. 

At  8,  as  the  stormy  weather  continued,  the 
Governor  did  not  put  on  his  ordinary  dress,  but 
clothing  himself  in  his  night  costume — loose 
trousers,  a  shirt,  a  waist-coat  and  a  cap — he  entered 
the  travellino^  coach  of  Madame  Dupleix,  went  to  the  wiiogccs 

'^  ,  ,  ^  '  to  the  btach 

beach,  watched  the  ships  tossing  on  the  waves,  and  l°^'i^\';^' 
listened  to  the    roaring    of    the   sea ;   and    having 
ascertained  from  the  fishermen — who   said  that  as 
the  north-east  wind  had  subsided,  and  the   south- 
west was  blowing,  there  was  no  ground  for  fear —  Aiuiiimiim' 

.  -  loariit  that 

that   the  ^ale   and  rain  would  soon  cease,  and  no  thoMiathd 

O  '  W  ill  80011 

danger  to  the  shipping  need  bo  apprehended,   he,  nTwZ^'' 
so  it  is  reported,  went  home. 

.Mv  brother  arrived  from  the  Briihman  villajre,  diarist's 

o     '    hrother 

at  2  in  the  afternoon,  when   I  was  asleep.     As  he  de8in.'''to"' 
was  unwell,   he  had   a   mind  to   see  the   Governor  oovumor. 
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Chap. 
XXX. 


1746. 
Diavi-,( 
b^'s^s  him 
to  lefrt'sli 
himself, 
but  lie 
clpclines. 


Sends  his 
bi-otlier  in 
advance, 
and  joins 
him. 


Governor 
hiivmi-' 
gone  out. 
they  iiwait 
his  return. 


Tlun 

present 

themselves. 


He  asks 
diarisi.'s 
brother 
why  he 
returned. 


He 

exnlains 


Governor 
remarks 
that  M.  de 
la  Bonrilon- 
nais  did 
extremely 
well. 


before  taking-  an}-  food  ;  so  he  waited  for  me  without 
cliaiiging  his  clothes.  I  rose  at  4  :  Gopalaswami 
reported  to  me  that  my  l)rothor  liad  arrivt  d,  and 
was  waiting  in  order  that  I  might  accompany 
him  to  the  Governor.  Thereupon,  1  washed  my 
face,  and  went  to  the  southern  portion  of  the 
premises,  where  my  brother  was.  ^Vhen  I  saw  his 
wearied  look,  and  knew  that  he  had  not  taken  anj^ 
food,  I  begged  him  to  refresh  himself.  He  replied 
that  he   w-is   unwell.     I  then  said   *  We  will  now  tio 

V  J 

to  the  Governor,'  and  sent  him  in  advance.  I  put  on 
.my  gown,  went  first  to  the  distillery,  and  then 
to  the  arecanut  store-house.  There  I  got  out  of  my 
palanquin,  but  hearing  that  the  Governor  and  M. 
Legou  had  walked  to  the  sea-shorp,  my  brother 
and  I  sat  on  the  pial  of  the  store-bouse  until  their 
return. 

The  Governor  reached  home  by  6,  and  we  went 
to  visit  him.  He  was  then  smokins:,  and  was  seated 
facing  the  east,  in  the  company  of  seven  or  eight 
Europeans.  As  soon  as  I  entered,  and  saluted  him, 
he  exclaimed  :  "  What  brought  you  here  ?  "  When 
he  saw  my  brother  with  me,  he  rose,  stepped  aside, 
and  said  to  him  :  "  How  is  that  you  have  returned  ?  " 
My  brother  replied  :  "  As  M.  d'Espremenil  permitted 
me  to  accompany  M.  Dulaurens,  and  his  companions, 
-wherever  they  might  go,  and  as  these  gentlemen 
have  come  to  Pondicli<-Ty,  T  also  have  done  so."  The 
Governor  then  remarked  :  "  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais 
has    behaved    extremely    well   in   all   that  he    has 
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done  !  "     My  brotlicr  did  not  iinderstand  liis  mean-      chap. 

XXX 

iiig,  and   replied  :   "  1    have   been  doing  as  ho  bade      — 1 
me."     Seeing  from  his  anr,\ver  that  my  brother  did  Dhu'ist ' 
not  comprch(Mid  the    bearing  of  the  remark,    and  niatthisis 
before    the     Governor  could   catch  his  answer,    I  hi'finoum- 
asked   my  brother    whether    people    were    satisfied 
with  tho  behaviour  of  M.  de  la  Bourdounais  ? 

The  Governor  then  took  me  to  the  balcony  on  the  Govirnor 

</  osks  diarist 

southern  side  of  ihe  house,  and  said  to  me  :   "  Why  ftouV.'''' 
did  M.  de  la  Bourdonuais  keep  the    Armenians  in  Hjiipiisonci 
confinement."     I  replied  :    "  No  doubt  from  merce-  '^'''"^"""'^• 
nary   motives."     He  said  :   "  IIow  much  would  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais  have  made?"    I  answered  :  "It  nisr.i.iy. 
appears  to  me  that  it  must  have  been  something  like  GoTcmor 
10  lakhs  of  pagodas."    He  turned  round  to  me,  and  m"^)"',^'''' 
exclaimed  :  "  What  is  this  that  you  say  ?     He  could  nai^'iuad^ 
have  got  only  3  lakhs  of  pagodas."     When  I  repeated  waw^t 

names  10 

that  10  lakhs  of  pagodas  was  the  lowest  sum  M.  de  la  JSoj^'l 
Bourdonnais  could  have  made,  my  reply  excited  his 
jealousy,  and  he  grew  irritated,  as  he  always  does, 
when  a  large  amount  is   mentioned   to   him.     He  Discussion 

oiitliis 

observed,  with  an  angry  look:    "  You  namo  a  very  i'^'"'- 
larofe  flexure  ;   it  could  not  be  so  much  ;   the  amount 
I    mentioned    is  correct."     I    exclaimed:    "Please 
pardon  me  ;    M.  de  la  Villebague  must  havo  made 
some  2  lakhs  of  pagodas  ;  how  is  it  that  you  are  ^<"pp"se.i 
surprised  ?    An  East  Indian  boy,  named  Andre,  who  vni.''b:!"uc. 
is  in  his  service,  has  made  some  50,000  pagodas." 
AVhen   I  e."?plained  to  him  the  state  of  Madras,  he  AndoHiis 

scmiiii. 

said :    "  J    also   have   heard   that  the   Enst   Indiai) 
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Chap.      Aiidi'u  has  inaclo  a  larircT  sum  than  that  wliicli  vou 

XXX 

—  have  lUL'iiiioucd."  1  ruijlicd  :  "  If  this  is  the  case 
With  tlie  servant,  you  caa  guess  how  it  Avould  be 
with  the  nnaster."     lie  remarked;  "  Wliat  you  say 

Hnfi'iTis        IS  right;  now  you  may  o-q  home."     J\Jy  brother  and 

'I''""'-        I  then  took  leave,  and  departed. 

Letters  This  eveninf]^,  also,  it  was  stormy,  and  cloudy. 

,tu'n.Smi         ^"^'"^  evening  at  8,  a  letter  from  M.  de  la  Bour- 

Jli.'Sf'  donnais,  and  another  from  M.  d'EsprenKjnil,  arrived 
from   Madras.     That   from    M.    de    la   Bourdonnais 

coiuiition     stated  that  Madias  could  not  a^ain  l)e  placed  under 

oil  whicli  C3  r 

w'iuanni.ee  tfio  authority  of  the  Governor  of  Pondicherj-,  but 
restore        that  if  lio  was  giveu  liberty  to  appoint-  a  man  to 

M;i(lras  to  "-•  ./  i  J. 

Ensriish.  ^|jq  p^gj.  ^£  Qoye,.^^o,.  there,  and  if  it  could  be 
arranged  that  it  should  bo  left  under  his  own 
control,  he  would  contrive  not  to  restore  Madras  to 

cnunciisits,  the  English.     The  Council  was  at  once  summoned, 

mul  sends  •  i     i      i  e 

.TeT'aTch  to  ^""^  ^^^  until  nali-past  10  at  night.     A  letter  was 

^'      •       prepared,   and  posted   by    11,    with  orders   that    if 

it  was  not  delivered   at   Madras    on   the  following- 

o 

day,  by  2  in  the  afternoon,    each  of  the  post    peons 

should   receive  fifty  stripes      The  members   of  the 

Council  then  went  to  their  suppers.     A  bout  this  time, 

Ma^or'"^'     Major  Avice,    who  had  come   in  command  of   the 

rell^y  to'u'    troops  ou  boai'd  three  men-of-war  which  were  to  join 

letter  tO-»|-Tii> 

M.deia       j\i.  de  la  Bourdonnais,   and   who    had    conveyed   a 

"*"'■  letter     to    him,    returned    after    delivering    it   and 

obtaining  a  reply.     This  he  put  into  the  hands  of 

the  Governor,    and    having  given   him    particulars 

reorardmof  Madras,  he  went  home  at  midnight. 
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I  do  not  know  tlie  contents  of  the  letter  which     chap. 

XXX 

he  brought,  or  the  decision  of  the  Council,  which  sat     '-  — 
until  half-past.  10  at  nio-ht.  confeut's 

There   would    not  have   been    much  trouble  if  ,""^1^. 
Madras  had  not  been  taken.     The  capture  of  that  remiuksas 

to  discoid 

place  has  been  an  endless  source  of  discord  between  ^.!;'jf/,^r!)oT 
M.   de  la    Bourdonnais    and  M.  Dupleix,  and  the 
annoyance    experienced   by    the    latter    has    been 
indescribable. 

In  my  horoscope  it  is  said  that  my  evil  time  will  An.iofiiis 

•^  *  "^  ill-luck  ami 

last  for  38|  years.     There  is  no  doubt  about  it.     If,  |,'lo',her 'If. 
when  a  town  like  Madras  is  sacked,  and  even  the  nothin|i>y 

it. 

most  ignorant  officials  have  made  money  to  the 
extent  of  70,  SO  and  100  [pagodas  ?],  my  brother, 
who  went  there  as  the  chief  amongst  them,  has  not 
gained  anything,  and  has  even  hesitated  to  purchase 
what  was  offered  to  him  as  prize,  what  doubt  can 
there  be  that  this  is  only  due  to  our  ill-luck. 

[Saturdai/'],  15th  Ortoher  17k^G^  or  2nd  Arppid  of  Return  or 

_  Mnjor 

A.hhaya. — *  Major  Avice  who  came  from  France  j^^«'^« 
hi  chief  command  of  the  soldiers  on  board  the  •  """"• 
throe  vessels  previously  mentioned,  and  was  sent 
to  1\I.  de  la  Bourdonnais  at  Madras,  returned 
yesterday,  at  midnight.  He  delivered  a  letter 
to  the  Governor,  and  also  communicated  some 
news  to  him.     What  he  said  is  not  known. 

This  mornino",  the  Council  met,  and  did  not  break  coumii 
up  until  noon.     I  ate  my  cold  rice  at  sunrise,  went  to 


Slt> 


*  This   is   ii   ropctiiiou,    cviJontl}-   through    oversight,  of  the  entrj 
regarding  this  officjer  at  the  preceding  page. 
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Chap.      M.  (le  la  Touclio,  aiul  had  an  interview  with  liim.     I 

XXX. 


\7ic>. 


then  visitMcl  M.  Dubois,  had  a  talk,  with  him,  and 
Dian*'      reached  the  Governor's  house  by  half-past  9.     As 

visits  MM.       .  1  /-.  •!       X      "^  -II 

(i.ia  lie  was    enofacred  at  Council,  i    proceeded  to    my 

'liuu'lif  and  J^    o  '1  «/ 

Auiuiu'n     arecanut  store-house  at  10,  and  seated  myself  there. 
(.overnoi's   Wandiwash  Tiruvenprada  Pillai  then  delivered  to  me 
A  letter       a  letter  written  on  palmyra-leaf  sent  by  Kandappan 
K°miapi)nn.  fj-Q^^  Karikul.     The  contents  of  this  were  :— 
TUisgives  "  The  workinof  party  which  went  to  open  the 

ofdispKte,  |j.^p  Qf  ^\^Q  river  to  the  west  of  the  village  of  Vadak- 
'im-som.  kuvattam  asked  me  for  17  pagodas  alleged  to  be  the 
expenses  of  the  work.  I  raplied  :  '  Vou  know  that 
some  time  ago,  when  the  Raja  came  with  his  horse- 
men, a  rising  took  place,  the  place  was  plundered,  and 
then  from  1,000  to  2,000  men  assembled  and  fought. 
Are  we  to  pay  these  expenses  also  ?  Is  it  not  right 
that  you  should  defray  them.  "What  is  it  to  us?' 
They  answered  that  the  Governor  had  told  thfin 
that  in  former  days  Wandiwash  Tiruvengada  Pillai 
had  taken  upon  himself  cliarges  of  this  nature.  I 
observed  that  this  man  had  been  entrusted  with  some 
money  on  account  of  the  aifairs  of  the  CompaTiy, 
but  that  my  master  had  informed  me  that  he  would 
not  bear  these  expenses.  They  told  me  that  I  must 
nevertheless  pay  them.  I  said  that  I  knew  nothing 
about  it,  and  that  I  would  write  to  my  master  on 
the  subject,  and  I  then  went  away." 
THuist  I   took   the  letter  to    Wandiwash   Tiruvengada 

Imuds  it  to  G      ■ 

yenSa      P^U^^b   ^^^^  askcd  lum  to  read  it.  as  a  reply  was 
required.     Having  perused  it,  he  said  :  '*  We  never 


I'illai. 
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paid  a  cash  towards  the  expenses  of  the  woi-kino-     Chap. 
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party;   what  is  it  to  us?"     I  at  once  had  a  reply  to      ' 

this  effect  written   to  Kandappan  of  Iv^rik^l,  sealed  who  denies 

.  the  nllesa- 

and   posted  it.       I   sent  away   the  peon   Pichandi,  tjons  which 

^  .'  r  .    .    >    It  contains. 

who  had  brought  the  letter,  and  returned  home  at  t^dseffect 
noon.     AVhenall  this  took  place,  there  Avere  present 
at    the    distillery-house   Seslia   Aiyangar,     Goptla- 
krishna  Aiyan,  Appaji,  Nilakauta   Nfiyakkan,  Tyaga 
Aiyan,  and  Venkatachala  Aiyan. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  on  the  80th  Purattasi  Diarist 
last  (12th  October),  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  wrote  a  ofSrcK 
letter  to  the  Governor  in  which  he  said  :   "  Please  nX'""' 
send  your  officers  and  Councillors.     I  will  deliver  the 
fort  of  Madras  to  you.     I  have  cancelled  the  agree-  Mentions 

-,  i*j  jiip'i  •  *^  letter  in 

ment  whereby  it  was  to  be  lert  in  the  possession  of  the  ^'^J^Yed  nl  t 
English."     In  consequence  of  this  M.  d'Espremenil,  'e'stored 
and  others,  returned  to  Madras.     In  another  letter  i?t'r! 

hnfflisli. 

which  he  wrote  on  the  followinp-  clay,  he  stated  that 

he  had  restored  Madras  to  the  English.     Thereupon, 

the  Council  met,  and  as  he  had  thus  disgraced  them, 

they  sent  him  a  reprimand.     Before  however  this  .\ndtiK,i 

could  reach  him,  he  had,  on  the  next  day,  forwarded  '-n^iiiiand 

'  «/  '  ot  Counoil 

another   letter    to  the    Governor  saying:    "I  have  him'in 


hnii,  in 
which  he 


neither  restored  Madras  to  the  English,   nor  have  I  f'^'  *!'»■* 

'-'  he  had 

placed  it  under  the  control  of  the  Council  at  Pondi-  action"*^ 
chery.     1  do  not  know  what  I  shall  finally  do.     I  am 
as  yet  undecided."     This  was  the  reason  why,  the  day  Tins 
before  yesterday,  the   Council  sat  until  10  at  night,  IZJl'l' 
and  an  answer  was    hurriedly  prepared  at    11,  and  com"!u" 
despatched  with  proper  instructions  to  the  runners. 
50  VOL.  1 1. 
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Chap.  The  Hieasure  of  the  disg^race  brouojht  by  M.  de 

— '  la  Boui'donnais  upon  the  Governor  and  his  Council- 

His     '  lors   can  hardlj   be    adequately  expressed.     As   an 

remark  on 


•I'risi'n-^  attempt  to  enlario'e  upon  this  point  would  be  indis- 
[•muinct       erect   on   my    part,  I  have  recorded   the  important 

of  JI.  de  la 

7vds"''"""     P^''^  oi'^iy-      >v  ise  people  will  understand  it. 

Siindai/,    16th   October   17 k6,    or   3rd   Arppisi  of 

AksJiaj/a. — What  I  saw  and  heard  this  morning  was 

this.     As  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  had  been  appointed 

to  the    chief  command   of    the  three    ships    which 

M.deia       came  from  Europe  under   M.   Dordelin,  and  as  the 

iK.is  orders,   instructlous  to  these  were   to  obev  his  orders,    the 

tliat  ships  of  "^ 

iLSd  not"  following  letter  was  sent  by  him  to  M.  Dordelin,  and 
(itpomii-      other  captains  of  the  ships,  directino;  that  after  the 

cilery.  ■"•  i      '  o 

21st,  and  failing  that  date,  the  25th  October,  none 
of  them  should  remain  in  the  roads  at  Pondicherv. 
It  appears  that  he  wrote  another  letter  on  the  next 
day,  under  the  seal  of  the  King,  strictly  enjoining  on 
all  the  captains  of  the  men-of-war,  that  none  of 
them  should  remain  near  T^ondichery  beyond  the 
The  given  time,  and  that  they  should  join  him.     There- 

take'Vhis,      upon,  ]\[.  Dordelin  and  all  the  other  captains  took  the 

and  that  '  ' 

com'S^'''  order  of  the  Company  furnished  to  them,  and  that 
Govenior.  wliich  M.  do  la  Bourdonnais  had  sent,  and  showed 
^^„  them  to  the  Governor,  M.  Dupleix.      He  directed 

them  to       them  to  go  to  the  office  of  record  with  the  order  of  M . 

file  their  . 

tions'in'the   ^^  ^^  Bourdonuais,  and  file  their  declarations  there. 

Record.  This  morning,  at  9,  they  accordingly  went  to  the 
office,  made  their  declarations,  signed  the  same,  and 
returned  to  the  Governor.      He  at  once  ordered  the 
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Councillors  to  be  summoned.     Half  an  Indian  hour     Chap. 

XXX 

later,  he  directed  that  this  was  not  to  be  done.     Then      — ' 
he  assembled   M.   Dordelin   and  the  other  captains.  Governor 

orilprs  ii 

and   held    a  conference   with    them.       What    they  meeting ot 

</      Uouneil 

were  discussing  is   not   yet  known   but  it  will  be  ma.X'it^'' 

.  and  holds 

nereaiter.  one  of  the 

captains. 

One  cannot  understand  what  M.  de  la  Bourdon-  Reflections 

on  the 

nais  means  by  writing  one  thing,  one  day,  to  the  M"d"i'i°^ 
Council  at  Pondichery,  and  the  next  another,  as  if  "ais. 
he  was  joking.  Knowing  as  we  do  that  there  is 
generally  concord  and  good  understanding  amongst 
Europeans,  and  that  they  neyer  disagree,  we  cannot 
see  what  he  means  by  saying  at  one  time,  that  he 
has  restored  Madras,  and  at  another  that  he  has 
not,  and  thereby  disgracing  others.  The  ways 
of    Europeans,    who  used   alvv^ays  to  act   in   union,  cwnst 

■•^  '  "  '    nnable  to] 

haye  apparently  now  become  like  those  of  natives  foru'."' 
and  Muhammadans.  The  procedure  of  M,  de  la 
Bourdonnais  is  quite  inconsistent  with  what  I  have 
seen  and  heard  up  to  now.  I  cannot  understand 
what  he  means  by  changing  his  ground  every  half 
an  Indian  hour,  that  is,  by  saying  at  one  time, 
that  he  has  given  Madras  back  to  the  English,  at 
another,  that  he  has  cancelled  the  agreement,  and 
by  making  differing  statements  of  this  kind. 

The  talk  is  that  if  this  comes  to  be  known  in  Ta.'k  hiul 
France,  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  will  be  hanged.     A\]  J<T,X'n''ii. 
the  Europeans  say  so.     Only   one  or  two  persons  };:^i;);'", ''e 
who  are  biased  in  his  favor,  hold  that  if  he  goes  to 
France,  and  spends  money  largely,  all  his  misdeeds 
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will  be  hushed  up.  Some  Europeans  allege  that 
it  is  only  with  the  certainty  that  by  means  of 
money  he  can  get  out  of  danger,  that  he  is  doing 
all  this  mischief.  But  as  the  Comptroller-Greneral, 
M.  Orry,  and  his  jounger  brother,  M-  de  Fulvy,  the 
head  of  the  Company,  have  lost  their  appoint- 
ments, and  as  the  present  Comptroller-General, 
M.  Machaut  d'Arnouville,  and  the  head  of  the 
Company,  M.  Roulier,  are  not  men  who  would 
receive  bribes,  people  say  that  M.  de  la  Bourdonnaia 
will  find  himself  in  a  dangerous  position.  Judging 
matters  from  any  point  of  view,  it  seems  probable 
that  he  will  get  into  difficulties.  But  what  the 
will  of  Grod  is,  is  not  known. 

Monday,  17th  October  171^6,  or  kth  Arppisi  of 
Akshaz/a. — This  morning,  at  six  Indian  hours  before 
dawn,  two  sailors  entered  the  mission  church 
situated  opposite  to  my  house.  Against  the  northern 
wall  of  the  church  there  is  a  verandah,  in  which  there 
is  a  petty  bazaar.  The  sailors  got  upon  the  wall, 
and  were  attempting  to  break  the  reepers  between 
rafters,  and  get  in.  As  the  court-house  is  situated 
just  opposite  to  the  bazaar,  the  peons  who  were  going 
their  rounds  heard  the  noise  of  tiles  and  reepers 
being  broken.  As  they  were  aware  that  thefts 
had  been  committed  several  times  in  this  particular 
shop,  they  gathered  together,  and  raised  an  alarm. 
On  this,  the  sailors  found  it  impossible  to  continue 
their  attempt  to  st^al,  jumped  into  the  encloaure  of 
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the  cliurch,  and  caught  hold  of  the  piccota  adjoining,      CuAr. 
The  peons   collected  around  the  wall,   and  cried  :       — 
'  What  is  the  meaning  of    water  being  drawn    at 
this  hour  ?     These  are  probably  thieves.'     Then  one 
of  the   sailors  iumped  on   to  the  lime  kiln  built  to  Heanug 

tlie  police 

the  south-east,  outside  the  wall.     The  peons  caught  a^'fj^^pt 
hold  of  him.     Others  of  their  fellows  having  heard  but  one  of 

them  is 

the    noise,    joined   them,    and    they   all    took    the  ^iTested. 
thief  to   the  house  of   the  chief   of  the  peons,  and 
placed  him  in  confinement.     By  the  time  that  they  The  other 
returned,  the  other  thief,  who  was  inside  the  wall, 
had  climbed  over   it,   and  run   away.     The  peons  Aiticiesthe 

propyrtv 

then    lit    torches    and    tarred    brands,    caused    the  o^.^''^, 

'  priest  foiuul 

church  door  to  be  opened,  entered,  and  searched  maiV"^ 
the  building,  but  could  not  find  the  thief.  In  the 
possession  of  the  sailor  who  was  arrested  were 
found  a  cloak  belonging  to  the  priest,  a  pair  of 
stockings,  a  polished  brass  ball,  and  some  sundry 
articles,  the  property  of  the  pi'iest.  When  the 
peons  reported  this  to  the  priest,  the  latter  searched 
his  house,  and  said  that  it  was  true  that  these 
articles    w^re    missing.     He    added :     "  Yesterday  siateuieiu 

,.,  .-,  TIT  .of  tile 

atternoon,  two  sailors  came,  and  asked  my  permis-  i"'<|'*t 
siou  to  see  the  church.  1  granted  their  request."  ^'°'"'''^" 
The  priest  then  told  the  men  that  the  sailors 
entered  the  church,  and  examined  it,  and  he  also 
gave  a  description  of  them.  As  the  sailor  who  had 
been  arrested  bore  the  mai-ks  mentioned,  the  chief 
of  the  peons  said  that  this  must  be  the  man,  and 
ordered  the  enclosure  to  be  searched   once  more. 
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Having  done  this,  and  not  finding  the  other  thief, 
the  peons  went  away  at  sunrise.  The  sailor  was 
taken  to  the  Governor,  who,  when  it  was  reported 
to  him  how  the  theft  was  committed,  ordered  him  to 
be  placed  in  jail.  The  man  was  accordingly  kept 
in  confinement.  What  punishment  they  will  inflict 
on  him  is  not  known.  This  remains  to  be  seen. 
According  to  former  rules,  he  would  be  hanged. 
As  this  is  war  time,  one  must  await  how  they  will 
deal  with  the  case. 

This  morning  at  8,  the  Governor  ordered  all 
the  Councillors  to  be  assembled.  They  met  at 
half-past  8.  M.  Dordelin,  M.  Benoit,  and  other 
European  captains,  were  present  at  the  Council. 
They  say  that  at  it  they  agreed,  and  signed  an 
undertaking,  that  they  would  obey  the  orders  of 
the  Council  of  the  place  at  which  they  were,  and 
that  as  they  were  now  at  Pondichery,  they  would 
act  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Council 
there ;  and  that  thereupon  M.  Paradis  was 
appointed  commander  of  the  troops  which  were  to 
proceed  to  attack  Anjengo  and  Tellicherry,  near 
Mahc.  This  matter  will  be  known  more  definitely 
to-morrow.  The  Governor,  M.  Dupleixj  looks 
cheerful.     What  this  is  due  to,  is  not  apparent. 

This  afternoon  at  4,  I  received  letters  written 
by  Kaiidrd  Guruvappa  Chetti  from  Madras,  on  the 
30th  and  31st  Purattasi,  and  1st  Arppisi  (12th, 
]  3th  and  I4th  October),  and  I  perused  them.  The 
contents  were  as  follows  :  — 
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On  the  30th  Piiratt^si  ( 1 2th  October),  an  Enghsh      chap. 

XXX 

sloop  was  sighted  at  Madras.     The  EngHsh  flag  was      — " 
hoisted  by    the  fort,  and  by  all   the    craft  in  the  These 

'  describe 

roads.     As  soon  as  the  sIood  cast  anchor,  the  l"rench  f'lc  capture 

*  there  of  an 

flag   was  hoisted.     On    her  attempting   to  escape,  ^o'S^'' 
guns  were  fired  by   the  ships   and  the  fort.     The 
French  then  got  into  two  long  boats  belonging  to 
the  ships,  row^ed  to  the  sloop,  and  took  possession  of 
her.     The  ffoods  fonnd  in  her  were  opium,  incense,  And  state 

'-'  nature  and 

and  sulphur,  to  the  value  of  only  3,000  pagodas.  It  hi!l."o;,[;f.o. 
was  said  that  this  sloop  had  been  detailed  to  carry 
provisions  and  other  articles  to  the  men-of-war,  and 
that  on  her  return  she  called  at  Malacca,  and 
Acheen,  and  took  on  board  the  above-mentioned 
goods. 

It  was  further  stated  in  the  letters  that  severe  aiso 

mention 

storms  were  experienced  at  Madras  on  the  night  of  ottwo''"*'^ 
Thursday,  the  81st  Purattasi  (13th  October),  and  the 

afternoon  of  Friday,  the  1st  Arppisi  (14th  Octobei'),  J^^}''''^- 

that  the    ship  Marie    Gertrude,   and   a    sloop    went  ocrirv,ie 

*  ^  and  a  sloo]i, 

ashore  at  Covelong,    and    were    damaged,    that   a  ofuuVeh'' 
Dutch  vessel    in   the  roads    of    Madras   had    been 
driven    ashore,   and    wrecked    at    Mylapore,    that 
nothing  was  known  as   to  the  wliereabouts   of  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais'  squadron,  and  that  the  rumour  Theimcer- 

^  '  tamty  as 

that  day  was  that  two  or  three  of  his  ships  were  in  Frcneh" 
sight,  with  their  masts  partly  carried  away. 

The  hitters  also  stated  that  a  few  bales  of 
merchandise  and  some  other  cargo  had  been  em- 
barked before  the  storm  bviryt ;  that  the  *'  Tambour  " 
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was  being  beaten  for  M.  d'Espremenil  in  the  same 
way  that  the  Deputy  Governor  is  saluted,  and  that 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  receiving  the  salute 
accorded  to  the  Grovernor,  that  M.  d'Espremenil  on 
his  arrival  at  Madras,  took  up  his  quarters  with  M. 
de  la  Bourdonnais,  occupying  the  upper  storey  of 
his  house,  but  on  the  next  day  shifted  his  residence 
to  Coja  Petrus's,*  that  he  was  paying  visits  to  M.  de 
la  Bourdonnais  at  the  fort  from  this  latter  place, 
that  Nainij^appalMudali  was  all  powerful  at  Madras; 
that  the  warehouses  of  the  merchants  were  being- 
examined,  and  stock  being  takeii  of  their  contents, 
that  the  traders  who  had  interviews  with  M.  de  la 
Bourdonnais  were  being  given  to  understand  by 
him  that  he  had  restored  the  fort  to  Mr.  Morse,  and 
that  they  should  therefore  address  him,  and  that 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  appropriating  as  much 
as  he  could  lay  his  hands  on. 

Letters  were  also  received  fromMM.  d'Espremenil 
and  de  la  Bourdonnais,  addressed  to  the  Governor, 
in  which  mention  was  made  of  the  storms,  and  the 
damage  sustained  by  the  shipping.  What  other 
intelligence  they  contained  is  not  known. 

Rumours  are  afloat  that  after  the  arrival  of 
the  three  French  ships,  hostile  operations  against 
the    Dutch    were    commenced.     A    communication 


*  This  was  Coja  Petrus  Uscan,  a  very  wealthy  Armenian,  who  built 
the  Jlannelong  Bridge  near  Madras  and  gave  a  sum  of  money  as  an 
endowment  for  the  upkeep  of  this  and  the  steps  iip  St.  Thoaas'  Mount. 
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from    Negapat-im  states    that   the    Governor  there      chap. 

XXX 

proclaimed,  by  beat  of  drum,  that  the  French  and ' 

the  Dutch  were  at  war  with  each  other,   and  that  oovenior 
all  the  people  in  the  town  were  permitted  by  him  to  iftam 
withdraw  from  the  territories  of  his  king,  with  their  prodaimed 
money,  goods,  and  utensils,  and  to  seek  habitations  war. 
elsewhere,    that  the   townspeople  were  accordingly  Ami  to  be 
quitting  Negapatam  with  their  belongings,  and  that  tiieiort.' 
the  fort  there  was  being  equipped  with  provisions 
and  munitions  of  war. 

Tuesday,  18th   October   17 h6,  or   StJi   Arppisi  of  Dim-ist 

when  iibou 

ALsJiaya. — When  I  set  out  from  my  house  this  morn-  M.'cornet. 
insf,  intendinof  to   call  at  the  fort   on  M.    Cornet,  1  ncouncii 

^  '^  _  .  lias  been 

heard  that  M.  Dupleixhad  summoned  the  Councillors  ^"aimoiiert. 
and  the  captains  of  the  ships.     On  this,  I  abandoned  Proceeds  to 

Ills  store- 

my  intention,  and  halted  at  the  arecanut  store-house  ji''^°4^""'^ 
in    view  to    proceeding    to    the    Governor's  house.   ptWonl. 
T  there  met  Lakshmana  Nayakkan,  Ekambara  Aiyan, 
and  a  few    others.     The  following  is  the  news  that 
I  have  been  able  to  sflean  :  — 

The  Council  met  after  the  Governor  had  drunk  Leiunsth.-it 

Couneil 

coffee.     The  naval  captains  remained  outside  for  some  "o^^J^,.,. 
time,  but  were  afterwards  admitted.     The  meeting  send'tiie 

lleet  durintr 


dispersed  at  hnlf-past  10.  The  purpose  of  it  was  ^ 
to  decide  where  the  ships  couhl  be  placed  in  secu- 
ritv,  in  view  of  the  coming  monsoon.  It  was 
thought  that  the  fleet  could  not  be  taken  to  Acheen, 
Mergui,  and  harbours  thereabouts,  as  the  wind  was 
unfavourable  for  sailing  in  that  direction,  and  the 
opinion  was   that   the   coast   of   Malabar  would  be 
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more  suitable  for  the  purpose,  as  the  rains  had 
ceased  there,  summer  had  set  in,  and  the  ships  liad, 
moreover,  the  advantage  of  the  northerly  wind.  It 
was  therefore  decided  to  take  the  fleet  to  Mahe, 
whence  it  is  proposed  to  despatch  an  expedition 
aQ:ainst  Anieno^o  and  Tellicherrv.  The  Council  also 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  for  the  time  being, 
the  ship  could  not  return  to  France. 

These  matters  will  come  to  light  more  clearly 
to-morrow,  or  the  day  after,  when  I  shall  record, 
them  more  fully.  For  this  purpose,  1  leave  some 
space  *  below. 

This  morning  at  half-past  10,  letters  addressed 
to  M.  Dupleix,  by  MM.  de  la  Bourdonnais  and 
d'Espremenil,  were  received  by  the  mail  from  Madras. 
The  same  post  brought  to  me  a  Letter,  dated  the  2nd 
Arppisi  (1 5th  October)  from  Kandrd  Guruvappa 
Chetti,  which  ran  as  follows  : — • 

"  The  French  ship  Bourbon  was  also  wrecked  in 
the  roads  at  Govelong,  in  the  outer  surf.  Planks 
and  fragments  of  wood  from  her,  as  well  as  some  of 
the  cargo  with  which  she  was  laden  are  being  thrown 
ashore.  The  goods  cast  up  are  being  carried  off 
by  the  people  of  Govelong,  and  consequently  M.  de 
ia  Bourdonnais  has  sent  M.  Desjardins  there,  with 
a  hundred  soldiers.  The  Marie  Gertrude,  and  the 
sloop  wrecked  at  Govelong,  had  some  cargo  on  board, 
and  were  not   empty    as    1   originally   stated   that 


About  a  page  Las  been  left  blank  in  the  original. 
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they  were.     Tlie  elation  of  M.  dela  Bourclonnais  has      Chap. 
entirely  disappeared,  and  his  cares  and  anxieties  at      -;— 

the  present  time  are  beyond  all  description.     None  Amuhat 

of  the  other  ships  liave  as  yet  reappeared.     What  f^°^t°oxer. 

•Ill  •        1       ^     J  '        wlielmed 

further  transpires  will  be  communicated  to  you  111  withcaies. 
due  course.     The  youag  men  of  Sunguvar's  family,  ^jj,^./>* 
who  had  betaken  themselves  to  Madras,  and  quitted  Cr"' 

returned. 

it  after  a  day's  stay,  have  since  returned  on  account 
of  a  suit  against  them  by  a  Pathan." 

In  the  same  letter,  Guruvappa  Chetti  requested  l^^^^'""'' 
instructions  as  to  whether  he   was  to  continue  to  tl^e'wruer 
remain  where  he  was,  or  return  to  Pondichery.      In  return 

•^  or  not. 

reply,  he  was  asked  to  advise  me  as  to  who  could  be 
entrusted  at  Madras  with  the  commission  of  writing,  J^i^.j^^"^ 
from  time   to   time,   letters   conveying  intelligence 
to  me. 

M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  is  said  to  have  addressed  a  JX'?;y  ot 
very  humble  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Pondichery,  Bomdon- 

•^  nais  to 

resfretting-  that  he  should  have  been  the  cause  of  cfovemor. 
a    stigma    on    his  reputation.     M.   Miran  told    me  A.neged 
that  he  had  heard  the  Governor  speak  to  one  or  two  uiejeou!""'' 
persons,  in  the  following  terms  :  "  \yhat  is  the  use 
of  his  writing  such  a  letter  to  me  after  he  has  done 
everything  just  as  he  pleased." 

It  appears  to  me  that  God  has  brought  about  ,^iV.',!-;|uimt 
tliis  tempest  to  humble  his  pride,  and  that  He  has  lialkas^ 

was  sent  by 

deliberately  caused  this  disaster  to  his  ships,  in  view  "f^J'.^'^th^ 

to   an  accusation   being  brought  against  him  both  Vi.'dria 

here,  and  in    France,   and  thus  effecting  his    ruin.  '•-"■'*■ 
People   are    unanimously    of   this    opiuion.       They 
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Chap,  further  believe  that  in  consideration  of  all  his  deceit 

XXX. 

—  and  treachery,  Heaven  will  mete  out  otlier  troubles 

Reflections  to  him.     He  has  ruined  many  merchants,  and  several 


of  diarist. 

of  the  inhabitants,  and  has  misappropriated    their 

propert3^     AVe   now  see  how  much,  benefit  he  has 

derived  from  such  deeds  !     We   shall  learn,  in  due 

course,  what  more  awaits  him. 

AreoT  ^'°'"         ^  communication  has   been  received  from  Arcot 

uJws^         stating    that  Anwar-ud-din  Khan  is   improving  in 

^:.wab,       health,  and  that  Muhammad  'Ali  TQian  has  crossed 

the  Pennar,  with,  his  camp,  and  is  marching  onwards. 

su'-lied  "^^^  main  business  of  this  day  was  furnishing  the 

with  water,  gj^jpg  \yQy.Q  ^itij  ^  supply  of  w^ater.     It  would  appear 

that  nothing  else  was  done.  It  is  however  said 
Alleged  that  eighty  of  the  bales  of  broad-cloth  with  which 
pare  of       M.  Benoit's  ship  arrived  laden  from  Madras,   have 

cargo  ot  a  ■"• 

ship.  been  landed. 

impossi-  Tanappa  Mudali,    the    brother    of   Xauakaraya 

bility  of 

MuW      Mudali,  can  never  adequately  discharge  his  obliga- 
dlXargmg  tlous    to    1116  fov    all    tho  assistaucG    that     I   have 

liis  obliga-  ,   .        . 

diailsr  rendered  to  him — not  even  by  worshipping  me  and 
praying  for  my  incarnation  as  his  offspring,  and 
vowing  to  give  my  name  to  that  child.  The  whole 
world  knows  the  services  rendered  by  me,  and  the 
interest  that  1  took  in  establishing  him  in  his  present 
position  and  affluence.  I  need  not  refer  to  them  here. 
^.  Forgetting  all  this,  he  is  now^  so  ungrateful  that  he 

condcl?'  does  not  scruple  to  revile  me  for  the  most  paltry 
matter,  and  to  exhibit  hostility  towards  me ;  indeed 
he  is  very  watchful  in  this  respect.     But  God  will 
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never   countenance  his   dpsio^ns  :     I   know   this   for     chap. 

XXX 

certain,  and  every  one  does  so  too,  and  it  strikes  me      

.  .  1746. 

that  He  will,  ere  lono^,  brinor  u)3on  him  troubles,  and  certainty 

_       '  ,   ° '  '='       ^  ,    '  that  this 

subject  him  to  anxieties.     It  seems  to  me  this  man  ^^if^'"'"'* 
cannot  escape  these.     If  such  a  being  as  God  exists,  vengeante. 
this  must  come  to  pass. 


I 
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In  the  course  of  searching  old  records  at  Madras  for 
information  with  regard  to  Mr.  Strattoii,  a  curious  account 
of  the  first  attack  made  by  the  French  on  Fort  St.  George, 
as  well  as  of  the  invescment  hy  M.  de  la  Bourdonnais,  has 
been  discovered  in  one  of  the  diaries  of  what  was,  at  the 
time,  the  Company's  factory  at  Tellicherry. 

When  the  establishment  at  that  place  was  abolished,  the 
records  connected  with  it  were  transferred  to  Calicut,  and 
subsequently  forwarded,  for  safe  custody,  to  Madras.  It  is 
hardly  likely  that  any  historian  would,  in  the  expectation  of 
finding  in  them  anything  bearing  upon  the  operations  of 
the  French  against  Madras,  have  examined  the  records  of 
so  remote  an  out-station  as  Tellicherry.  There  therefore 
seems  but  little  doubt  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  this 
quaint  and  interesting  tale  has  been  published.  Even  if  this 
is  not  the  case,  it  is^  I  consider,  well  worthy  of  reproduction 
here. 

An  exact  copy  of  it  is  given.  To  this  I  have  thought 
it  desirable  to  add  some  further  extracts  bearing  ujion  what 
occurred  after  the  fall  of  Fort  St.  George,  as  well  as  a  few 
foot-notes. 

As  regards  the  story  told  in  the  first  of  the  following 
extracts,  this,  in  more  than  one  place,  partakes  somewhat 
strongly  of  romance,  but  the  main  facts  appear  to  be 
correctly  recorded. 

At  page  137  of  Malleson's  History  of  the  French  in  India 
there   is   a   statement  that  the  French   squadron  "  sailing 
along  the  coast,  succeeded  in  capturing  two  small  ships  in 
the  Madras  roads."     This  is  not  only  at  variance  with  what 
appears    in  the    extract  now  given,   Ormo's    History,  and 
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Eanga  Pillai's  diary,  but  it  is  opposed  to  what  is  contained 
in  the  annexed  translation  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
M.  de  la  Bourdonnais  to  M.  Orry,  Comptroller-General,  dated 
Madras,  2nd  Septemher  1746,  referring  to  ths  first  expedi- 
tion of  the  French  to  Madras,  and  the  reasons  for  despatching- 
it,  which  I  have  found  in  Memoire  pour  le  Sieur  de  la 
Bourdonnais  (1750). 

'•  I  was  at  the  time  so  indisposed  tliat  I  went  on  shore.  But 
in  Older  that  loss  of  time  might  not  arise  from  my  illness,  I  sent 
mj  squadron,  under  the  command  of  Af.  de  la  Porte  Barre,  to 
attempt  tlie  capture  of  some  ships  whieli  were  anchored  thei-e  [at 
Madras].  It  reached  its  destination,  and  would  have  returned 
with  no  other  results  than  tirino-  a  few  cannon  shot,  and  beirio- 
fired  on  in  reply,  had  it  not,  on  its  way  back,  captured  a  couple 
of  small  prizes." 

This  cumulative  evidence  estaLlishes  the  incorrectness  of 
the  version  given  by  Malleson  of  the  results  of  the  attack 
of  the  French  on  Fort  St.  George,  and  shows  that  so  far  as 
the  object  with  which  it  was  despatched  was  concerned  it 
was  a  distinct  failure. 

According  to  Ranga  Pillai  (p.  2G4),  the  capture  of  the 
two  English  ships  was  effected  off  Covelong,  20  miles  south 
of  Madras.  This  seems  very  probable.  It  certainly  did  not 
occur  in  the  Madras  roads. 

J.  F.  P. 

Extract  from  Tellicherry  Fadary  Diary  {Malabar  Becords, 
Volume  No.  6'),  dated  Sfptcmber  S8th,  171^6. 

Examination  of  a  Pattamar  who  went  from  hence  the  3^'  of 
August,  arrived  at  Madrass  the  22"'^,  left  it  the  8"^  of  September 
ik  returned  to  Tellicherry  the  28"^  d°  1746. 

He  says  he  arrived  at  Madrass  the  22'"^  of  August,  when 
there  were  no  French  ships  there,  but  that  he  heard  from  the 
Inhabitants  that  on  the  10^'^  there  had  been  eight  French  ships, 
&  were  Commanded  by  a   Cousin  of  Mons'"  I'Bourdinais,  whose 
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Name  to  the  best  of  liis  remembi-ance  was  I'Unclaree  *  There 
was  either  an  English  Man  of  Warr,  or  One  of  the  Company's 
ships  in  Madrass  Eoad,  when  the  French  squadron  arrived, 
which  was  at  seven  in  the  Morning.  The  English  ship  imme- 
diately fired  upon  them,  but  the  Commander  finding  that  Nobody 
fired  from  the  shore  upon  the  Enemy,  he  at  last  fired  two  shott  t 
into  the  Town,  which  went  into  the  Governours  apartments  & 
at  twelve  at  Noon  they  began  to  fire  from  Madrass  Town,  upon  the 
Enemy's  squadron  &  continued  till  one  O'Clock,  about  which 
time  the  Fleet  left  the  place.  One  |  of  their  ships  having  their 
Colours  set  on  Fire,  her  mast  damaged,  and  the  Enemies  Com- 
mander in  Chieft  Killed  ;  whose  Name  he  thinks  was,  I'Undaree. 
The  French  Fleet  in  their  retreat  to  Pondicherry,  met  two  Eng- 
lish ships  coming  from  Bencoolen,  laden  with  Pepper  and  other 
Goods,  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  which  they  took.  Fifteen 
days  after  this,  which  was  the  3^  of  September  Mons^'  L'Bour- 
dinay  wrote  a  Letter  to  Governour  Morse  and  told  him  that  on 
the  Morrow  about  twelve  O'Clock,  he  wou'd  be  at  Madrass,  to 
which  Letter  Governour  Morse  gave  no  reply.  The  next  day 
at  Noon  being  the  4^'^  Mens'  L'Bourdinay,  came  with  eleven 
ships,  and  about  forty,  or  fifty  Boats  to  a  Pagoda  called  Tiruvel- 
lacanna  §  (which  is  distant  of  Madrass,  &  to  the  S*''ward  about  a 
Mile)  where  he  landed  his  Men,  which  were  about  five  hundred 
Europeans,  fifteen  hundred  Coffrees,  thi^ee  thousand  Cooleys,  & 
three  hundred  seepoys.  at  this  Place  he  stayed  all  that  Night, 
no  Guns  being  fired  on  the  Enemy  from   Madrass.     The  Enemy 


*  The  commaudintj  officer  was  M.  de  la  Porte  Barr6.  Whether  he 
was  a  cousin  of  M.  de  la  Bouvdouiiais  or  not  has  not  been  ascertained. 

t  The  incident  of  two  cannon  shot  being  fired  into  tlic  town  is  lupii- 
tioned  at  p.  260  of  this  volume  but  the  circumstances  stated  differ 
somewhat  from  those  given  liere,  and  the  Goveruor  is  not  mentioned  as 
being  the  sufferer. 

X  These  appear  to  be  purely  imaginative  statements.  Thera  is  no 
record  -jf  any  loss  of  men,  or  damage  to  the  French  ships,  during  the 
attack. 

§  The  modern  Triplicane.     The  landing  was  effected  a  short  distance 
to  the  north  of  what  was  long  known  as  the  Ice  House. 
52 
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afterwards  marched  to  a  Buzzar  called  Chintaterrapata,*  which  is 
to  the  Northward  of  Madrass,  &  distant  half  a  Mile,  in  this 
Place  the  English  have  their  Colours,  &  a  very  large  house, 
which  they  took  Possession  of  after  having  had  a  skirmish. 
The  English  had  in  this  place  five  hundred  seepoys,  three  hun- 
dred of  which  ran  away,  &  the  remainder  (two  hundred)  got 
into  Madrass  Town,  with  their  officer.  The  French  had  twelve 
men  Wounded,  and  a  Hand  of  One  of  their  Officers,  shot  off.  The 
English  had  only  two  Men  Killed.  The  Natives  that  were  in 
this  Buzzar  fled  up  Country,  and  so  soon  as  the  English  had 
quitted  it,  The  French  planted  Guns  in  it,  &  secured  it  after 
which  they  Marched  to  Aumpui'e,t  a  large  Town,  where  the 
English  had  a  Fort,  with  four  Bastions,  and  Garrisoned  by  about 
thirty  Men,  who  immediately  on  sight  of  the  French  fled  to 
Madrass,  The  French  did  not  take  Possession  of  it,  but  only 
Plundered  the  Inhabitants.  The  day  following  being  the  G*'^ 
Mons^"  L'Bourdinay  accompanied  by  a  hundred  Men,  Marched 
with  Drums  beating,  &  Colours  flying  to  the  Company's  Garden, 
where  the  Governour  has   a  house, :[:   which  place  he  left  after 

*  Now  known  as  Chintadripet,  a  suburb  ou  the  south,  bank  of  the 
Cooum  and  situated  in  the  loop  iormed  by  that  river  to  westward  of 
the  Penitentiary.  The  "  large  house"  mentioned  may  have  been  some 
building  standing  on,  or  near,  the  site  of  the  Government  House  of  the 
present  day,  but  nothing  definite  can  be  ascertained  with  regard  to  it. 

t  This  was  undoubtedly  Egmore,  the  Tamil  name  of  which  is  Ezhumb^r. 
My  friend  Colonel  H.  D.  Love,  R.E.,  has  informed  me  that  the  ruins  of 
one  of  the  two  redoubts,  which  formed,  in  1746,  out-posts  of  the  fort,  are 
still  to  be  seen  in  the  compound  of  the  Civil  Orphan  Asylum,  which  adjoins 
the  South  Indian  Tiailway  Station.  Guided  by  the  information  given 
me  by  Colonel  Love,  I  have  persoT;ally  examined  the  other  redoubt.  It  is 
close  to  the  sea  and  adjoining  "  Leith  Castk>,"  a  housf  whicli  i.s  about  half 
a  mile  to  the  south  of  the  suburb  of  St.  Thome.  It  is  in  a  very  fair 
state  of  preservation,  and  must  have  been,  in  the  days  in  which  it  was 
constrncted,  a  strong  fortification,  diflficnlt  of  capture  without  the  aid  of 
artillery.  It  evidently  occupied  a  position  clear  of  all  buildings,  and 
affording  a  perfectly  open  field  of  tire. 

+  This  is  believed  to  have  stood  on  part  of  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  contagious  wards  of  the  General  Hospital.  Portions  of  the  foundations, 
etc.,  were,  I  have  been  told,  found  when  these  buildings  were  being  erected. 
It  was  the  main  position  of  the  French. 
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takiug  a  View  of  its  situation;  but  returned  again  at  tliree  in 
the  Afternoon,  &  after  Laving  secured  it,  he  immediately 
marched  with  all  his  Forces  against  Madrass  and  when  the 
French  came  pretty  near  the  Walls,  the  English  fired  upon 
them,  &  Obliged  them  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of  about  one  hundred 
Men;  but  Notwithstanding  this,  the  French,  attacked  it  again 
the  7^^  and  8*^' .  during  those  two  days  the  Enemy  had  about 
three  hundred  Men  killed*  The  French  played  upon  Madrass 
from  Tiruvellacanna,  Chintaterrapata,  the  Company's  Garden, 
&  their  ships  in  the  Koad.  What  happened  after  the  8^^'  he 
knows  not  as  he  left  Madrass  that  Night  at  Twelve  O'Clock. 
He  further  adds  that  Mr.  Strattou  was  appointed  Governour  of 
Madrass  the  5^'^  as  Mr.  Morse,  was  out  of  Order,  &  unable 
to  give  directions,  &  that  the  Council  thought  Mr.  Stratton 
the  fittest  Person  to  take  Charge.  He  says  there  was  no 
Guns  fired  upon  the  Enemy  till  the  Gentlemen  of  Madrass 
had  appointed  a  New  Governour  &  that  the  Nabobs  people  at 
first  refused  to  let  the  French  Laud,  but  on  Mons"^  L'Bour- 
dinays  coming  ashore  and  producing  an  Order  from  Nizzam, 
wherein  it  was  mentioned,  that  neither  the  Nabob  of  Arcott,  or 
any  one  under  him,  should  Molest  the  French,  but  permit  them  to 
proceed  against  the  English.  Upon  which  Mahomed  Ally  Caun 
permitted  the  Enemy  to  Land. 


Extract  from  Tellicherry  Factory  Diary  {Malabar  Becords, 
Volume  JVo.  6),  dated  8th  October  171^6. 

A  Pattamar  Avhich  we  had  sent  to  ]\ladraPs  the  26'^  August 
returned  with  Private  Letters  from  Mr.  John  Hinde  at  Fort  St. 
Davids  dated  the  19*^''  of  last  Month  to  Governour  Waku  at 
Bombay,  Mr.  Bourchier  at  Anjengo  &  to  the  Chief  here.  The 
former  came  under  a  flying  seal,  and  enclosed  signals  for  a  ship 
to  make  on  going  into  that  Koad  ;  And  advises  that  Madross  was 
beseiged  by  the  French  the  5*^''  of  September  and  surrendered 
the   10"'  that  they  have   eight   ships  there  on  which  they  are 


*  This  seems  to  be  another  "  embellislimcut." 
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loading,  the  Mouey,  Coral,  Broad  Cloth,  Callicoa  Bales,  &  all 
the  Arms,  &  Ammunition  except  the  Great  Guns,  that  his  last 
Letter  from  that  Unfortunate  place,  came  from  Mr.  Morse  was 
dated  the  4*-^  of  September,  &  says  the  French  had  Landed  two 
thousand  Men,  &  were  to  begin  the  attack  the  next  day. 
There  are,  says  he,  so  many  Reports  concerning  the  Motives, 
&  manner  of  surrendering  the  place,  &  some  of  them  of  such 
an  extraordinary  nature  reported  by  the  French,  and  Dutch,  that 
he  cannot  form  any  judgment  of  it.  Nor  does  he  Chuse  to  say 
anything  till  he  has  it  from  the  English,  of  whom  they  have 
only  a  private  Centinel  yet  come  in  ;  and  he  left  the  Place  on 
the  Pai'leys  beating  (with  twenty  two  more,  all  in  their  way  to 
Fort  St.  Davids)  the  10^^  in  the  Morning  before  the  Enemy 
Marched  in.  That  the  Enemy  talk  of  commencing  a  siege  against 
them  so  soon  as  their  ships  arrive  at  Pondicherry,  where  they 
are  daily  Expected.  The  reason  of  his  defering  to  Write  so 
long,  &  that  he  does  not  now  send  a  General  Letter,  is  because  he 
has  no  Confirmed  News  from  any  of  Our  Gentlemen  what  Terms 
they  are  on,  or  if  any  are  made.  He  thinks  if  they  do  come  to 
Terms  they  must  be  very  bad  ones,  &  will  be  worse  kept.  The 
French  wanted  (he  hears)  our  Gentlemen  to  send  an  order  to  him 
for  delivering  up  Fort  St.  Davids,  which  was  as  ridiculous  in 
them  to  ask,  as  it  wou'd  have  been  in  the  other  to  give,  for  he  is 
not  at  all  apprehensive  but  they  can  defend  the  Place,  it  being 
small  &  Compact,  &  greatly  improved  since  the  War  com- 
menc'd  particularly  by  a  Bomb  proof  just  finished  128  Feet  long 
and  20  Broad,  the  Top  of  the  Arch  9  feet,  &  all  other  parts  8  thick, 
a  most  convenient  Place  for  their  Garrison,  as  the  Enemy  depend 
chiefly  on  their  shells,  against  which  they  are  entirely  secure ; 
He  was  Providentially  led  to  build  this  from  a  hint  Mons' 
Paradis,  who  now  Commands  their  Land  Forces,  gave  when  he 
was  there  on  a  Visit  on  his  (M^'  Hindes)  first  coming.  For  he 
then  said  he  oon'd  take  the  Fort  in  half  an  hour  with  Bombs 
only,  as  thei-e  was  so  much  building  in  it  &  uo  Cover  for  the 
People.  They  have  upwards  of  two  hundred  Europeans  more 
coming   in  from  Madrass  Garrison,  &  as  many  Topasses,  &  they 
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have  Pi-ovisiou  for  above  a  twelve  Mouth.     That  he  has  Wrote  to 
Bengali,  as  he  now  does  to  Bombay,   to   request  succours.     An 
Ingeneer,  or  more  thej  want  much  (Mr  Smith  Died  at  Madrass 
the  day  before  the  attack  with  the  fatigue  of  preparation)  as  also 
Military  Officers  having  only  two  in  Garrison.     He  adds  that  if 
M^  Wake  will  send  two  or  three  hundred  Europeans  with  Officers, 
Arms,  and  Ammunition  &  Provisions  of  all  sorts  (Europe   Beef 
and  Pork  if  possible)  they  shall   not  be  afraid   of  all  the  French 
force,  and  he  does  not,  under  God,  doubt  holding  out  till  it  can 
come.     The  Monsoon  he  thinks  ought  to  be  no  Obstacle,  as  there 
is  seldom  more  than  a  day,  or  two  in  it  of  such  Weather  as  can 
hurt  a  ship ;  and  that  risk   he  says  out  to  be   run,  on  such  an 
Occasion.     Six,   or  eight  Guns  with  Shot  to  them  of  24  to  36 
Pounders  wou'd  be  very  usefull  there  and  he  desires  a  Credit  on 
some  house  at  Arcot  for  ten  thousand  Pagodas  so  soon  as  possible, 
any  Letters  by    the  Dutch    directed   to    Galenus   Merweu    Esq"^ 
Governour  of  Negapatam,   or  Stephen   Veimot   Chief  of  Porto 
Novo  (all  the  directions  in  a  Dutch  hand)  will  go  safe  to  him. 
The  last  time  he  hsafd  from  C'aptain   Peyton  was  the  27^^'^  July, 
when  he  Wrote  from  Trinconamalla  that  he  was  coming  with  the 
Kings   Ships  on    their  Coast;  that  he   did   so,   &  appeared,   off 
Negapatam  the  6*^  August  was  in  sight  of  the  ITrench  Fleet  the 
7"',  8">  and  9"'  &  then  disappeared  till    the    23'^  when    he  was 
seen  off  Pullicat,  &  sent  his  Lieutenant  on  board  a   Vessel  in 
that  Road,  who  was  told   that  the    French   had  attacked   the 
Princess  Mary  in  Madrass  Road,  on  which  he  went  away,  and  has 
not  since  been  heard  ot,  not  having  Wrote  a  lino  to  any  of  them 
or  given  them  an  opportunity  of  Writing  to  him    tho'  no  Cost 
or  Pains  has  been    spared  for  that  Purpose.     One  wou'd   think, 
(continues  Mr.  Hinde)  that  the  French  knew  where  he  was.  for 
their  ships  are  now  lying  in    Madrass  Eoad  some  of  them  with 
only  twenty  Men  on  board.     You'll  please  says  he,  to  let  Ou^' 
Masters  in  Europe  know  as  soon  as  you  can,  how  we  are  Circum- 
stanced.    He    will  Write  to  them  by  the   Danes    Ship,   which 
goes  from  that  Coast  to   Achin,    in  about    twenty   days,  &  f rom 
thence  to  Europe  in  December.     The  other  two  Letters  from 
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Mr.  Hinde  to  Mr.  Bourcbier,  &  Mr.  Dudley,  are  only  a  Confirma- 
tion of  what  be  has  Wrote  to  Governour  Wake,  and  an  acknowl- 
edgement of  the  receipt  of  two  Letters,  dated  the  21**^  &26  *''  of 
August  to  Governour  Morse  from  M.  Dudley. 


Extract  from  TellicJierry  Factory  Diary  {Malabar  Records^ 
Volume  No.  6),  dated  SSnd  October  17 U6. 

A  Pattamar  belonging  to  this  place,  who  was  dispatched,  to 
Madrass  returned  without  any  answer  from  the  Gentlemen 
there,  but  brought  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Hinde  at  Fort  St. 
Davids  dated  the  7*'^  Instant  to  Mr.  Richard  Bourcbier  of 
Anjengo,  &  said  be  was  directed  to  deliver  it  to  the  Chief. 
The  purport  of  the  said  Letter,  in  regard  to  Publick  Transac- 
tions, says  only  that  Mens'"  L'Bourdinay  has  appointed  Mons"" 
Vilboque,  his  Brother  Governour  of  Madrass  &  that  he  was  to 
sail  from  thence  the  very  day  his  Letter  bore  date,  with  the 
Eoglisb  Gentlemen  on  board.  That  he  hears  the  Enemy  were 
determined  to  make  a  Push  at  Fort  St.  Davids  before  they  left 
that  Coast,  tho'  so  late  in  the  season,  others  he  says  report,  that 
they  are  bound  to  the  Mallabar  Coast,  &  that  they  were  Reship- 
piiig  the  Ladders,  &c^.  The  British  Men  of  War  had  not  been 
seen,  or  heard  of,  a  long  while. 


'Ejc tract  from  Tellicherry  Factory  Diary  {Malabar  Records, 
Volume  No.  6),  dated  11th  November  17^6. 

The  Chief  this  day  received  a  Letter  from  Governour  Morse, 
dated  Fort  St.  George  the  1^*^  of  October,  advising  no  more 
than  that  there  were  three  French  Ships  arrived  at  Pondicherry 
three  days  past  from  Europe  but  last  from  Mahie,  that  they 
are  to  be  under  the  Commond  of  Mons^'  L'Bourdinay,  &  'tis 
thought  they  with  the  rest  of  his  squadron  will  proceed  to  the 
Mallabar  Coast  and  Bombay  in  a  few  days.  Mr.  Hinde  likewise 
Wrote  the   Chief,    under   the   13"'  ult"   that  a  Gale  of   Wind 
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happened  at  Madrass  the  2*^*^  October,  which  destroy'd  there  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  and  two  more  French  Ships  &  that  the 
Achilles  with  most,  if  not  all  the  rest  had  Cut  away  their  Masts, 
so  he  imagines  their  designs  on  this  Coast  must  Vanish  ;  the 
three  who  had  been  at  Mahie  were  ready  to  sail  hither,  but  some 
of  the  Enemies  squadron  he  thinks  must  go  to  Bengali,  as  only 
One  ship  (the  Insulair*)  Avas  yet  gone  thither  ;  and  she,  he  hears 
was  lost  in  the  River  with  280  Men  on  board  ;  He  concludes 
with  refering  the  Chief  for  further  News  to  Governour  Morse's 
Letter,  but  he  being  silent,  the  follow-  is  Purport  of  a  Letter 
from  M'Hinde  to  M^'  Bourchier  un[der]  the  12'^'^  ulto.  Mr.  Hinde 
says  that  Governour  Morse  Writes  him.  They  surrendered  the 
Town  on  promise  of  its  being  Ransomed,  which  Monsi  L'Bour- 
dinay  Agreed  shou'd  be  Complied  with,  and  accordingly  Articles 
for  that  purpose  was  dra-wn  out  the  28th  Sept»'  and  wer  [e] 
to  [be]  signed  the  29*^^  by  which  the  French  were  to  Evacuate 
the  Town,  and  leave  it  in  the  English  Possession  the  2"'^  or  3'^ 
of  October  ;  that  then  Mons>'  L'Bourdinay  Altered  those  Articles, 
&  the  Treaty  broke  off,  he  being  Determined  to  keep  a  French 
Garrison  till  January  ;  On  the  whole,  continues  Mr.  Hinde,  it 
appears  to  me,  no  dependance  can  be  had  on  anything  now  they 
are  in  Possession  of  the  Place.  He  does  not  know  the  Terms  of 
the  Ransom,  only  by  Publick  report  from  the  Dutch  and  black 
People,  and  is  therefore  silent  on  that  head,  The  French  had 
loaded  on  board  seven  ships,  lying  in  Madrass  Road  almost  all  the 
Valuable  thino's  in  that  unfortunate  Place;  and  were  to  have 
sailed   the   3*^  of   October,  liut  a  Gale  of   Wind    happened  that 


*  The  Insulaire,  which  was  a  frigate  of  24  guns  and  350  men,  Buffered 
very  pevcroly  in  the  action  fonglit  on  the  Gth  -luly  1*47,  between  the  French 
and  Entjlisli  fleets  off  Negapatara,  and  tlie  day  after  the  battle,  was  detached 
to  proceed  to  Chandornagore.  On  hev  way  up  the  Hoogly  she  was  lost 
apparentl}'  on  one  of  the  many  shoals  that  abound  in  that  river,  and — so 
French  records  say  —  not  more  than  It)  of  h(;r  crew  and  officers  were  saved. 
The  sume  records  show  that  the  prize  of  which  Ranga  Pillai  makes 
mention  (p.  331)  was  a  country  ship  of  250  tons  burden  laden  chiefly  with 
salt.  In  one  Frcneli  official  letter  she  is  said  to  have  been  also  carrying 
"  some  rupees,"  but  in  another  the  lading,  other  than  salt,  is  stated  to 
have  been  a  little  tea,  and  some  pottery. 
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Morning  whicli  has  totally  destroyed  three  of  their  Ships  & 
their  whole  Companys,  among  which  is  the  Duke  of  Orleans  the 
next  ship  in  force  to  the  Achilles  which  with  two,  or  three  more 
have  lost  all  their  Masts,  so  that  all  the  Enterprizes  of  that 
squadron  are  ( )verset  at  once  ;  for  sometime  at  least. 


Extract  from  Tellicherry  Factory  Biary  {Malabar  Records, 
Volume  No.  6),  dited  S2nd  November  17J/.6. 

At  about  10  O'clock  at  Night  We  reed  p  Tone,*  a  Letter  from 
the  Chief  &  Factors  at  Anjengo  dated  the  18*^  Ins"^  advising 
their  Pattamar  had  returned  from  Fort  fet.  Davids  with  the 
Letter  they  now  enclose  us  for  the  Presidency,  &  say  they  have 
had  a  General  Letter  from  M'^'  Hinde  and  Council,  informing 
them  Fort  8t.  George  suirendered  to  the  French  the  10^^^ 
September,  &  that  Fort  St.  Davids  wou'd  have  been  attacked  had 
not  a  storm  which  happened  the  2"'^  t  &  8  '^  of  October  occasioned 
the  loss  of  two  of  their  Ships  &  disabled  all  the  rest,  That 
Madrass  was  to  have  been  Eansomed,  but  they  dont  hear  on 
what  Terms,  but  the  Agreement  was  not  Ratified  by  (rovernour 
Duplex,  who  put  in  that  Place  a  Governour  &  Council,  tho' 
it  is  now  Beseiged  by  the  Nabobs  son,  who  has  reduced  both 
the  English  &  French  therein  to  great  streights.  Mons^" 
L'Bourdinay  with  the  three  ships  from  this  Coast,  &  four  with 
Jury  Masts,  sailed  to  the  S^^^ward  from  Madrass  the  18*^^  ulto  as 
did  the  Sumatra  (lately  Our  hon'ble  Masters  ship)  for  Europe 
on  the  20*^'^  Ju  a  Postcript  they  say  Mr.  Hinde  had  dispatched 
the  Porto  Belio  Sloop,  about  the  2U*'^  ult<^  with  the  unhappy 
News  of  Our  Masters  affairs  to  Great  Brittaiu. 


*  Dhoney — a  native  coasting  ciafl . 

t  At  page  399  the  dates  given,  as  those  of  the  oconrrence  of  this  storm, 
which  was  cleaily  a  cyclone,  were  13*'^  &  14-tli  October.  The  difference 
in  dates  arises  from  one  set  being  according  to  the  Kew,  and  the  other 
the  Old  Style.  This  matter  ie  fully  explained  in  the  prefatory  note  to 
Vol.1. 
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'Abd-ul-Jalil,  314. 

Achcen  (Achin),  109,  111,  178,  242,  265,  399,  401,  413. 

Achille  (ship),  168,  170,  233,  415,  416. 

Adi  Narayana  Pillai,  155,  162. 

Adi  Varaba  Chetti,  17,  97. 

Adirampattanam ,  144. 

Adiyappa  Chetti,  102. 

Africa,  178. 

Aiyabiralaiyan,  24,  26,  116. 

Alagramam — see  Rettai  Alag;ramam. 

Alambarai,  20,  84,  85,  111,  136,  143,  144,  146. 

Albert,  Madame,  240. 

'All  Naqi,  334,  342. 

Ambalattadum  Aiyar,  180. 

Anandappan,  294. 

Ananda  Ranga  Pillai  aliaf^  Ranga  Pillai  alian  Rangappa,  2,  4,  23,  28,  32,  41, 

48.  66,  71,  72,  84, 105, 14'?,  158. 161,  198,  200,  206,  232,  246,  249,  250,  255, 

256,  270,  276,  280,  306,  313,  327,  328.  329,  335,  338,  359,  408,  415. 
Andr6,  389,  390. 

Anjengo,  398,  402,  411,  414,  416. 
Annappa  Settigai,  120,  124,  125. 
Annapflrna  Aiyan,  68,  94,  95,  99,  198,  200,  210,  211,  215,  245,  246,  247,250, 

251,  252. 
Anwar-nd-din  Khan,   22,  78,  89,  92,  178,  ISO,  201,  243,  291,  292,  293,  295, 

301,  311,347,382,  404. 
Appaiya  Pillai,  248. 
Appaji  Pandit  aliis  Appaji,  382,  393. 
Appavu — .see  Tiruvenga(Ja  Pillai. 
Appu  Mudali  alias  Appu,  37,  56. 
Arabia,  128. 
Arcot  (Arkadu),  14,  22,  23,  51,  67,76,  97,  127,  136,  146,  148,  178,  188,  2 IS. 

275,  279,  280,  293,  308,  316,  336,  346,  347,  375,  381,  382,  383,  404,  411. 
Ariyankuppam,  257,  262,  263,  269,  290. 
Ariyappa  ]\Iudali,  25,  258,  259. 
Ai'ulanandan,  75. 
Arumpatai,  48,  171. 
Arnrauga  Pandaram,  116,  375. 
Aruciachala  Chetti,  Azhagapillai,  330. 
Aruuachala  Chetti,  4,  7,  8,  9,  36,  55,  56,  57,  109,  147,  163,  165,  197.  198,  216, 

229,  ?30,  300,  337,  338. 
Arunachala  Chetti  ilias   Amnachalatn  (Ta<.li),  11,  12,  13,  16,  31,  37,  38,  48. 

49. 
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Amnachalam,  288. 

Arunachala  Miidali,  ;)3. 

Asad  Sahib,  137,  139,  170,  171,  188,  222,  223,  221,  220,  284.  303, 

Astruc,  M.,  204,  357,  381. 

Aatruc,  Madle,  310. 

Auger,  M.,  109,  110,  209,  353. 

Aumpore — see  Egmore. 

Austria,  43. 

Aateuil,  rl'  M.,  177,  209,  230,  231,240,  242,  243,  244,  290,  291,  294,  326,  373. 

Auteuil,  d',  Madame,  254. 

Avice  (Major)  369,  390,  J91. 

Avisse — see  Avice. 

Azhaga  Pillai,  5. 

Azhagapillai  Arunachala  Chetti — see  Arunachala  Chetti. 

Azhagappan, 163. 

Azhisapakkam,  117,  118,  340. 

Bade  Sahib,  170,  224. 

Balaiya  Swamiyar,  32. 

Bala  Muttu  Chetti,  195,  2G3. 

Balu  Chetti,  Draksha,  52,  125. 

Balu  Chetti,  Tiruviti,  172. 

Banoa,  160. 

Bapoji  Nayakkan,  23. 

Barnet,  Commodore,  20,  21,  80,  127,  317. 

Barneval,  Francois  Coyle  de,  271,  309. 

Barneval,  Madame,  271. 

Barthelemy,  M.,  57,  244,  2 "2,  263,  326,  344,  355,  365,  384,  386,  387. 

Batavia,  45. 

Bausset,  de,  M.,  6   7,  8,  9,  10,  19,  20,  60,  61,  63,  64,  69,  173,  370. 

Bavaria,  43. 

Beaume,  de  la,  M.,  331. 

Beauvollier,  M.,  53. 

Bencoolon,  264,  265,  409. 

Bengal,  112,  130,  140,  156,  368,  413,  U5. 

Benoit,  M.,  386,  398,  404. 

Benyon,  Mr.,  96,  97. 

Bhima  Rao  Pandit,  66. 

Bhuvanagiri,  363,  371. 

Bocage,  Du,  M,,  154,  365. 

Bombay,  194,  255,  256,  265,  411,  413,  414. 

Bommaiya  palaiyam,  32. 

Bommaraja  palaiyam,  24,  115,  176. 

Bonneau,  M.,  244,  365. 

Bouchet,  M.,  360. 

Boitrhon  (ship),  402. 

Bourchier,  Mr.,  411,  415. 


NOMINAL    INDEX.  419 


Bourdonnais,  de  la — see  Mahe  de  la  Bom-donnais. 

Brilliant  (ship),  367. 

Britain,  Great — see  Great  Britain. 

Bruel,  M.,  326. 

Brnyeres,  M.,  69,  353,  385. 

Bukkanji,  223. 

Bury,  de,  M.,  71,  72,  89,  102,  173,  174,  230,  231,  306,  343,  353,  358,  360, 

365,  366,  384,  386. 
Bussorah,  368. 

Cail  (Kayal),  270. 

Calicut,  407. 

Calcutta,  130. 

Cauvery  (Kaveri),  259. 

Centaure  (ship),  367. 

Ceylon,  84,  169. 

Champignon,  M.,  109,  110. 

Chanda  Sahib,  169,  170,  174,  228,  334,  337,  340,  341,  343,  375. 

Chandernagore,  109,  117,  140,  264,  265,  331,  415. 

Chandramuttu  Pillai,  11,  13. 

Changeac,  M.,  70. 

Charles  (ship),  234. 

Chidambara  Chetti,  17,  148. 

China,  39,  45,  46,  80,  110. 

Chingleput  (Senkazhunirpattn),  2,  4,  32. 

Chinna  Kuzhandai,  lO."*. 

Chinna  Mudali — see  Tanappa  Mudali. 

Chinna  Parasurama  Pillai — see  Parasurania  Pillai. 

Chinua  Tambu  Rangappa  Chetti,  296,  209,  300. 

Chinnavanda  Chetti,  32. 

ChintadripSt,  260,  308,  309,  410,  411. 

Chittagong,  180. 

Chokkanadha  Mudali,  33. 

Cceurdoux,  Monseigneur,  109. 

Coja  Petrus,  400. 

Coleroon  (Kojladani),  21. 

Colombo,  171,  203,  204,  210. 

Comoriu,  Capo,  156. 

Cooum  (river),  410. 

Cordier,  Madame,  28. 

Curnet,  M.,  17,  18,  19,  56,  85,  193,  216,  257,  258,264,  265,  289,  290,  3iO,  401. 

Cornet,  Madame,  52. 

Courblan,  M.,  71. 

Covelong,  180.  182,  264,  299,  399,  402,  408. 

Cuddalorc  (Klidamr),  31,  50,  51,  61,  102,  119,  126,  128,  131,  140,  149,  175 

189,  201,  202,  203,  22U,  235,  275,  277,  280,313,  347,  369,  370,371. 
Cuddapah  (Kadappai),  23,  308. 
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d'Arnouville,  Maohfiat—see  Macliaufc  d'Arnouvillc. 

J'Autouil — see  Auteuil. 

de  Haueset  — seis  baiist^et. 

de  Bury— ^see  Bury. 

de  Frotitbrnne — .see  Frontbruno. 

do  Fulvy — see  Fulvy. 

de  Kerjean  — see  Kerjean. 

de  la  Beau  me- -see  Bpannie. 

de  la  Bourdonnais — see  Mahe  de  la  Bourdonnais. 

de  la  Gatinais — see  Gatiuais. 

de  la  Porte-Barre — see  Porte-Barr^, 

lW  la  Prevostiere — .see  Pr^vostiero. 

Delarche,  M„  243,  320. 

de  la  Selle — see  Selle. 

de  la  Touche — see  Touolie. 

de  la  Villebague — see  Mahe  de  la  V^illebagne. 

de  Lfcyiit — S'/e  Leyrit. 

Delhi,  279,  281 ,  292,  30 1,  305,  315,  350,  352. 

de  Louche — see  Louche. 

Descliesnayes,  109. 

Desfresnes,  M.,  160,  360. 

De-sjardins,  M.,  123,  235,  402. 

Dusmarets,  M.,  69,  116,  117,  1:52,  254,  255,  353. 
d'Espremenil — see  Espremenil, 

Devaiii  Tandavarayan — see  Taqdavarayan. 

Devikottai,  21. 

Dhairyanadhau,  24. 

Dhauukkotti,  ('16. 

Diego,  14,  56. 

Dorai  Balu  Chetti,  41. 

Dordelin,  M.,  367,  394,  395,  398. 

Dos^  'AH  Khan,  334,  338,  341,  343. 

Draksl'a  Balu  Chetti— see  Balu  Chetti. 

Dravida,  270. 

Du  Bocage — see  Bocage. 

Dubois,  M.,  52,  60,  64,  155,  357.  301,  392. 

Dubois,  Rousseliere,  M.,  155. 

Dudley,  Mr.,  414. 

Duke  cf  Orleans—  see  Orleans. 

Dulaurens,  M.,  24,  114,  177,  265,  325,  326,  344,  355,  360,365,  378,  383,  386 

387,  388. 
Dumas,  M.,  .53,  54,  02,  67, 114, 117, 118,  136,  158,166,339,  340  341,  368. 
Duplan,  M.,  l73,  174,  183,  265. 
Dupleix,  M.,  14,  35,  52,  60,    62,  05.  103,   114,  110,  117,  121,  122,  123,  129, 

166,  167,  171,  236,  243,  254,  255,  290,  295,  306,  312  340,  341,  344,  346^ 

347,  348,  349,  351,  352,  353,  357,  362,  366,  367,  368,  376,  377,  378^  381^ 

391,  394,  398,  401,  402,  416. 


\ 


HOMIliAL  INDEX.  421 


Dupleix,  Madame,  14,  IG,  19,  28,  77,  88,  151,  173,  206,  211,  215,  228,  231. 

23?,  236,  210,  245,  246,  247,  248,  256,  271,  316,  317,  343,  3G5,  381,  387. 
Dujileesis,  M.,  265. 
Duquesne,  M.,  32,  72,  121,  122,  123,  227,  231,  232. 

Egmore  (Ezhumb-ftr"),  410. 

Ekambara  Aiyan,  97,  188,  189,  191,  192,  401. 

Elaichiyappan,  201. 

Elias,  326. 

Elisabeth  (Sloop),  60. 

Ella  Pillai,  363. 

Ellappauchavadi,  227. 

England,  20,  39,  40,  42,  43,  44,  47,  158,  349,  368. 

Errama  Nayakkan,  362,  363. 

Espremenil,  d',  M.,  117,  160,   187,   244,  283,   293,294,  299,300,   301,   306, 

307,  311,  325,  328,  329,  330,   331,  332,  344,  355,  356,  360,  361,  365,  366, 

374,  378,383,  384,  385,  386,  388,  390,  393,  400,  402. 
llspremenil,  d',  Madame,  52. 
Europe,  37,  41,  45,  46,  47,  60,  62,  118,  136.  278,  305,  306,  308,  313,  359,  368, 

394,  413,  414,  416. 
Ezhumb^r— see  Egmore. 

Favori  (ship),  109. 

Febvrier,  Madame,  35. 

Flanders,  43,  45. 

Fontbrune,  de.  M.,  264. 

Fort  St.  David,  20,  72,  79,  119,  126,  127,  128,  130,  131,  139,  140,  ]44,  145, 
147,  148,  151,  152,  153,  181,  189,  191,  201,  203,  208,  210,  227,  274,  276, 
277,  280,. 313,  411,  412,  413,  414,  410. 

Fort  Sfc.  George,  103,  153,  242,  271,  318,  319,  344,  352,  353,  373,  376,  407, 
408,  414,  416. 

France,  4,  20,  37,  38,  39,  40,  42,  43,  45,  46,  47,  49,  51,  69,  79,  80,  82,  109, 
110,  112,  114,  117,  118,  119,  128,  130,  147,  148,  151,  157,  201,  255,  266, 
269,  277,  278,  280,  283,  '.^91,  292,  304,  305,  310,  313,  314,  315,  346,  349, 
352,  358,  361,  366,  367,  368,  369,  384,  391,  395,402,  403,  406,  407,  413,  415. 

Francisco  Pereira — see  jPereira,  Francisco. 

Fulvy,  de,  M.,  128,  278,  359,  369,  396. 

Galemis  Mersen — see  Merseu. 

Gallo,  Point  de,  112,  127,  171. 

Ganges  (river),  331. 

Gatinais,  de  la,  M.,  ]40,  155,  313. 

Goa,  203. 

Golconda  (Golugonda),  156,271^,  316, 

(jolla  Kangan,  140. 

Gopalaiyan,  64. 

Gopaia  Aiyangar,  65,  67. 

(iopalakrishna  Aiyan,  154,  155,  393. 
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Gopala  Naranaiyan,  370. 

GopAlaswami,  97,  98,  259,  327,  328,  373,  388. 

Gopal  Eao,  3G2. 

Gossaid,  M.,  143. 

Govardhana  Das,  G4. 

Govindan,  3. 

Gran,  30G. 

Great  Britain,  416. 

Guilliard,  M.,  114,  353. 

Gnlab  Sing,  336,  337. 

Guravappa  Cbetti,  131,  193,  196,  247. 

Gnrnvappa  Chetti,  Kandal,  25,  338,  398,  402,  403. 

Haidar  Sahib,  284,  304. 
Hariram  Takar,  177. 
Hasan  'All  Khan,  340,  372. 
Hasan  Marakkayan,  69. 

Hinde,  Mr.,  72,  126,  153,181,411,  412,413,  414,415,416. 
Hirasat  Khan,  334. 
Holland,  39,  43,  44,  45,  81. 
Hollaqne,  Madame,  151. 
Hnbbard,  Mr.,  181. 
Hungary,  39,  43,  45,  306. 
Husain  Sahib  Taliir,  76. 

Husaiu  Sahib,  6G,  77,  78,  91,  119,  137,  139,  148,  170,  220,  221,  222,  223, 
336,  383. 

Ignatii;s,  151. 

Imdm  Bakhsh  (sloop),  143. 

Imam  Sahib,  182,  292,  337. 

India,  39, 129,  305,  306,  308,  313,  345,  350,  378. 

Innasi,  151. 

Insulaire  (ship),  331,  415. 

Ireland,  42,  44. 

Irusappa  Chetti,  337. 

Imsappa  Mnttu  Chetti,  216. 

J'afar  Sahib,  285,  286. 
Jaffna,  153,  171. 
Jamaica,  43. 
Jauft  Khan,  49,  92,  93. 
Joannes,  M.,  326. 

Kailasa,  32,  181. 

Kalahasti,  376. 

Kalapettai,  182,  187,  l88,  195,  200, 

Kalla  Mudali,  33. 
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Kamal — see  Muhammad  Kamal. 

Kanakappan,  7. 

Kanakaraya   Mudali,  cMas  Perlro   Mudali,    alin>>  Pedro,    14-,    27,   28,  29, 

o4,  55,  62,  63,  96,  115,  138,  142,  158,   1('.3,  172,  192,   199,  245,  250,  286, 

288,  289,  342,  372,  383,  401. 
Kanakasabliai  Tambiran,  180. 

Kandal  Guruvappa  Che^ti — see  Guruvappa  Chetti. 
Kandan^r,  23. 

Karulippan,  231,  232,  236,  383,  392,  393. 
Kangipati  Vira  Chetti — see  Vii-a  Chetti. 
Kaniikoyi  Sriiiivasa  Rao — see  Srinivasa  Rao. 
Karikal,  31,32,  34,  41,  60,  61,  64,  90,  105, 106,  111,  114,  177,  192,  193,  202, 

208,290,321,  329,343,  347,383,   392,393. 
Karupp^r,  124 . 

Karuttambi  Nayinar,  54,  342,  371,  372. 
Karveti  alias  Karvetiuagar,  23,  24,  25,  176,  376. 
Kasilevvai  Marakkayan,  143,  144,  146.    ■ 
Kastliri  Rangaiyan — see  Rangaiyan. 
Kafcavaraya  Filial  alias  Katavni-ayan,  131,  132. 
Kayal,  270,  273,  286. 
Kazim  Khan,  221,  330. 
Kerjean,  de,  M.,  255,  256,  385,  387. 
Kerjeanville,  M.,  227. 

Kevur,varam  Kodanda  Rama  Aiyan — see  Kodanda  Rama  Aiyan. 
Khizr  Mtr  A' mad  (ship),  143. 
Kodanda  Rama  Aiyan,    Kevnrvaram,  382,  383. 
Kommana  Mudali,  94,  102. 
Koyambedu,  272. 
Krimasi  Pandit,  «Jia«  Krimosi  Pandit,  70,  VI,  95,  99,  100,  101,  178,  188,  211, 

228,  231,  232,  233,  235. 
Krishna  (river\  308. 
Krishnaiyan,  183,  230,  231. 
Krishnaiyan,  the  Hasty,  64,  139,  296,  299,  300. 
Krishniima  Chetti,  Mullanki,  153. 
Krishna  Sastri,  116. 
Knbera,  378. 

KulasSkaram  Venkata  Naranappa  Aiyan — see  Venkata  Naranappa  Aivan. 
Kulasekarapattanam,  270. 
Kulnppaiyan,  5. 
Kuniarappa  Mudali,  195. 
Knmb.'^konnin,  67. 
Kiiniin^dn,  153. 
Kunjin,  300. 

Labougie,  M.,  381 . 

La  Bourdonnais — .see  Mali^  de  la  Bourdonnfiis. 

L'  Achille — see  Achille, 
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La  Gatinais — .see  Gatinais. 

Lahaye,  M.  de,  182,  V.VC. 

Lnkshmana  Nayakkau,  97,  12,',,  197,  293,  3G2,  3G3,  373,  401. 

Lalaijettai,  35,  73,  74,  75,  3G9,  ;<83. 

La  Fr6vostiore — see  Pr^vostitTe. 

La  Villobague — see  ^^alle  de  la  Villebague. 

Lazar — see  Tanappa  Madali. 

Legou,  M.,  38,  134,  135,  183,  255,  265,  388. 

Lo  Maire — see  Maire. 

Lenoir,  M.,  8,  53,  288. 

Leyrit,  de,  M.,  117. 

Lhostis,  M.,  52,  154,  160,  161,  306,  361. 

Logaiyan,  12,  14. 

London,  44,  115,  368. 

Louche,  de,  M.,  265. 

Louet,  M.,  117. 

Louis,  xiv.,  157. 

Lonis,  St. — see  St.  Louis. 

Love,  Lt.-CoL,  410. 

Maclvint  d'Arnouville,  3G9,  396. 

Madagascar,  112. 

Madananda  Paudifc,  22,  34,  63,  64,  65,  78,  91,  92,  93,  138,  139,  141,  142,  146. 
147,  148,  149,  178,  180,  182,  201,  207,  211,  214,  221,  224,  243,  244,  247, 
261,  270,  285,  286,  303,  304,  338,  376. 

Madeira,  73. 

Madava  Pillai,  372. 

Madras,  4,  20,  21,  22,  56,  6^,  65,  70,  71,  75,76,  90,  91,  96,  97,98,  100,  101, 
10-',  103,  119,  127,  130,  139,  140,  144,  145.  152,  133,  158,  172,  175, 
176,  178,  179,  180,  191,  195,  197,  201,  204,  208,  210,  224,  227,  235,  238, 
241,  242,  243,  244,  252,  253,  254,  255,  260,  262,  263,  264,  266,  271,  272, 
274,  275,  276,  277,  279,  280,  281,  282,  283,  284,  285,  290,  291,  292,  293, 
294,  295,  296,  299,  300,  301,  302,  303,  304,  305,  306,  307,  309,  310,  311, 
312,  313,  318,  319,  321,  325,  326,  327,  328,  329,  331,  332,  333,  335,  336, 
337,  338,  339,  310,  342,  34  K  345,  347,  349,  350,  351,  352,  353,  355,  356, 
357,  358,  359,  360,  361,  362,  364,  365,  366,  367,  368,  369.  373,  374,  375. 
376,  377,  378,  381,  383,  384.  385,  386,  387,  389,  390,  391,  393.  395,  398, 
399,  400,  402,  403,  404,  407,  408,  409,  410,  411,  412,  413,  414,  415,  416. 

Madura,  52. 

Maduranayagam,  260,  271,  272,  308. 

Mahe,  31,  61,  77,  117,  165,  194,  213,  227,  242,  244,  265,  2()6,  276,  293,  294, 
305,  310,  347,  348,  357,  358,  365,  367,  368,  398,  402,  414,  415. 

MaV.e  de  la  Boardonnais,  M.,  45,  60,  84,  110,  111,  112,  113,  114,  115,  118, 
120,  121,  122,  123,  124,  128,  129,  131,  134,  135,  137,  140,  143,  144,  149, 
151,  158,  160,  166,  167,  168,  169,  170,  171,  178,  190,  207,  208,  209,  216, 
217,  218,  219,  220,  227,  228,  233,  234,  235,  242,  243,  244,  252,  253,  254, 
261,  262,  264,  265,  269,  275,  276,  277,  278,  279,  280,  281 ,  282,  283,  289, 
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29-4,  299,  300,  301,  309,  310,  312,  320,  328,  329,  330,  331,  332,  333,  344, 
345,  346.  347,  348,  340,  351,  352,  353,  355,  35fi,  357,  358,  359,  360,  3t5l, 
364,  365,  366,  367,  368,  369,  373,  374,  376,  377,  378,  383,  384,  388,  389, 
390,  391,  393,  394,  395,  396,  399,  400,  402,  403,  407,  408,  409,  410,  411, 
414,  415,  416. 
Mahe  de  la  Bourdon nais,  Madame,  254. 
Mah6  de  la  Villebague,  M.,  109,  151,  154,  155,  157,  166,  207,  238,  290,  389, 

414. 
Mahfuz  Khan,  64,  65,  273,  333,  337,  382. 
Mahomed  Ally  Cauii — see  Mnhaiumad  'Ali  Khan. 
Mainville,  M.,  Ill,  360. 
Mahe,  Le,  M.,  24,  285,  287,  353. 
Malabar,  207,  401,  414. 
Malacca,  399. 

Malaikkozhnnda  Mudali   alias  Malaikkozlinudan,  l09,  152. 
Malaiyappa  Chetti,    148. 

Malaiyappa  Mudali,  23,  149,  178,  182,  187,  201. 
Malleson,  407,  408. 
Mamr^z  Khan,  214. 
Manaar  (gulf),  270. 
Mangaitayi,  4,  32. 
Mangapati  Aiyan,  238. 
Manga  Pillai,  3  48. 

ManiUa,  39,  45,  46,  80,  110,  154,  178,  217,  234,  242,  292. 
Manoji  Appa,  120,  125. 
Marco  Polo,  270. 
Max-gasagaya  Chetti,  90. 

Marie  Gertrude  (ship),  143.  192,  208,  215,  343,  399,  402. 
Morie  Jo.<eph  (ship),  109,  110,  111,  112,  140. 
Marie  Rose — «ee  Uariieval,  Madame. 
Mariyammai,  187. 
Mariyappa  Mudali,  18. 
Ma/rs  (ship),  367. 
Martin,  St. — see  St.  Martin. 
Mascareigue,  (Masukkarai),  60,  69,  110.  112,  117,  128,    161,   173,174,   194, 

252,  266,  278,  344,  346,  365,  367,  369,  376. 
Masulipatam  (Masulipattanam),  292. 
Mathieu,  M.,  41,  56,  178,  216,  219,  220,  272,  282,  338. 
Maurc  (ship),  231. 
Mauritius,  278,  377. 
M^higiri  Pandlit,  383. 
Melville,  M.,  383. 
Mergui,  2.7,  234,  401. 
Werkanim   69,386. 
Mcr«Pn,  (jiilrnus,  413. 
Minakshi  Animal,  91,  94. 
Minos,  M.,  183,  187,  214. 
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Miran,  M.,  24,  114,  265,  326,  342,  353,  403. 

MJran  Mai-akkayan,  214. 

Mir  Asad,  147. 

Mir  (ihulaui  Husain,  119,  160,  165,  200,  273,  274,  285,  287,  337. 

Mir  Husain  fihan,  181. 

Mir  Sahib,  138,  141 . 

Mi  van  §abib,  00. 

Mocha,  115,  116,  145,  154,  155,  160,  103,  105,  240,  204,  367. 

Monson,  Mr.,  265. 

Morse,  Mr.,  127,  170,  177,  178,  17!t,  20O,   265,  283,  3U8,  30<J,  361,  373,  384, 

385,  400,  409,  410,  412,  414,  415,. 
Mortandi  Chavadi,  274,  299. 
Muhammad  'All,  224. 
Muhammad  'All  B§g,  144. 

Mnhammad  'A]l  Khan,  22,  23,  370,  382,  404,  411. 
Muhammad  Kama!,  34,  295. 
Muhammad  Mahfuz  Khan — see  Mahfnz  Khan. 
Muhammad  Shah  Padshah,  292,  30k 
MuUanki  Krishuama  Chetti — see  Krishnama  Chetti. 
Moruga  Pillai,  5,  7,  8,  10,  49. 
Muttaiya  Pillai  alias  Muttaiyappau,  238,  258,  303,  364,  369,   370,  371,  372, 

373. 
Muttaiya  Tirumalai  PUlai,  369. 
Muttammal,  363,  304. 

Muttiyahi  Nayakkun,  Paiidil,  l8l,  188,  189,  190,  191,  l'.t2. 
Muttu  Chetti,  216,  290. 

Muttu  Chetti,  Bala — see  Bala  Muttu  Chetti. 
Mnttu  Mudali,  33. 
Muttukrishuama  Nayakkan,  293. 
Muttuknmara  Pillai,  13. 
Mufctupettai,  I4J. 
Muttnrama  Chetti,   Sungu,  aims  8ungu   Rauiat,  54,  91,  94,  96,  97,  99,  100, 

101,  125,  197. 
Myiapors  (Mailap^),  34,  75,  70,  103,  143,  214,  242,  243,  260,  271,  272,  282, 

293,  295,  305,  306,  308,  344,  360,  305,  384,  399. 
Mysore  (MaisAr),  150,  275,  279,  310. 

Kachanna  Pillai,  2,  60. 

Na^an,  363. 

Naiuiyappa  Mudah,  151,  152,  400. 

.Nainiya  Pillai,  57,  157,  338,  342. 

Nakshatram  Ammal  alias  Nakshatram,  288.* 

Nnllatambi  Mudali,  205. 

NS,luk6ttu(iaiya  Tevan,  I3l. 

if  anda  Gopala,  131 . 

Nannachi,  4,  32,  327- 

Narana  Bhat^an,  115,  116. 
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N'aranaiyan,  17,  19. 

Naranappa  Chetti,  96,  97,  99,  100. 

Naranapuram,  375. 

Nai'asaiyan,  19V. 

Narasappa  Nayakkan,  125. 

Narasinga  Kaja  alias  Venkata  Narasinga  Raja,  25,  113,  175,  170,  375,  370. 

Narayana  Pillai  (Uravu),  215,  245,  251,  252,  315,  310. 

Xariyankadu,  260. 

Fatti  Pattan,  201. 

Negapatam  (Najapattanam.),  32,  33,  41,  52,  64,  84,  112,  119,  126,  127,  139, 

158, 175,  177, 187,  216,  217,  218,  234,  252,  279,  331,  343,  348,  358,  401,  413, 

415. 
Fellitoppu,  269. 
Neptune  (ship),  100,  240,  374. 
Nicobar,  220. 
Nilakanta  Nayakkan,  393. 
Nizam-ul-mulk,  291,  292,  304. 
IfTingatnbakkatn,  272. 

6rkandi  Rangappa  Nayakkan — see  Rangappa  Nayakkan. 

Orleans,  DttS'e  ©/(ship),  415,  416. 

Orme,  407. 

Orry,  M.,  278,  359,  396,  408. 

Oafcend,  180. 

Ozhukarai,120,  121,  148,  160,  252,   261,  265,  269,  274,  277,   309,  349. 

Padsha-bandar,  284. 

Pandil  Mufctiyalu  Nayakkan — see  Muttiyalu  Nayakkan. 

Panon,  M.,  265,  386. 

Papal,  32. 

Papi  Chetti,  258. 

Paradis,  M.,  .-^5,  103,    104,  105,  106,  107,    114,   160,  192,  193,  194,  202,  208 
209,  234,  252,  254,  262,  203,   265,  209,  283,  294,  299,  304,  328,  '329,'  330^ 
331,  332,  342,  3o3,  358,  300,  305,  366,  374,  383,  386,  387,  398,  412, 

Paramunada  Pillai,  163. 

Pasumarti  Singanna  Chetti — see  Singanna  Chetti. 

Parasurama  Pillai,  Chinna,  13,  214. 

Pedda  Aiyavar,  115,  116. 

Peddii  Chetti,  Uttiia,  56. 

Peddu  Nayakkan,  309. 

Pedro — see  Kanakaraya  Mudali. 

Pedro  Monsse,  317. 

Pegu,  178,  363. 

Pennar  (river),  404. 

Perak,  265. 

Perayan,  294. 

Peroira,  Francisco,  374,  375. 
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Periyanna  Mudali,  V. 

Peiiyai.ina  Nayinar,  228,  233. 

Perumal  Chetti,  Upputtur,  371. 

Perumal  Nayakkan,  51. 

Peyton,  Mr.,  113,  166,  107,  169,  413. 

Phenix  (shix^),  38G. 

Pichacdi,  393. 

Pilicbapallam,  13. 

PiUa  Chetti,  35,  36. 

Plaisanes,  M.,  265. 

Point  de  Galle — see  Galle. 

Polflr,  37G. 

Pondichery  (Puducheri),  20,  21,  22,  27,  50,  60,  61,  76,  88,  91,  96,97,  102, 
110,  111,  113,  116,  117,  119,  120,  125,  129,  140,  143,  145,  151,  152,  156, 
157,  166,  168,  174,  176,  178,  179,  186,  204,  208,  217,  219,  224,  225,  228, 
230,  -^oi,  255,  256,  260,  275,  279,  280,  282,  285,  290,  291,  296,  299,  311, 
331,  33l',  334,  338,  339,  346,  347,  348,  349,  356,  357,  358,  360,  261,  362, 
363,  364,  365,  366,  367,  369,  371,  372,  375,  376,  377,  378,  38:^,  383,  384, 
385,  386,  388,  390,  393,  394,  395,  398,  403,  409,  412,  414. 

Pondichery  (ship),  317. 

Ponnachi,  32. 

Poonamallee  (Pondamalai),  272,  293,  295. 

Porte  Barr6,  do  la,  M.,  408. 

Porto  Bella  (sloop),  416. 

Porto  Novo,  69,  88,  126,  140,  14,3,  193,  204,  214,  275,  357,  381,  418. 

Prakasa  Mudali,  105,  383. 

Pratap  Sing  Raja,  125. 

Prevostiere,  de  la,  j\i.,  288. 

Priticess  Marie  (ship),  413. 

Puel,  M.,  317,  343. 

Pulicat  (Pazha-verkada),  272,  283,  303,  413 


Qaeda,  175,  214,  265. 

Eagava  Pandit,  382. 
Eajanna  Chetti,  41,  52. 
Eajo  Pandit,  228. 
Eamabhadra  Eeddi,  181. 
Eamachandra  Aiyan,  50,  318,  320. 
Eamaiyan,  11,  12,  16,  17,  18. 
Eamakrishna  Chetti,  148. 
Eamakrishnan,  369. 
Eamakrishna  Pillai,  131,  132. 
Eamakrishna  Sastri,  177. 
Eamalinga  Aiyan,  131, 132. 
Eamau  3. 
Eam§svaram,  26,  181. 


NOMINAL   INDEX.  429 


Ramu  Chetfci,  alias  Raman,  Muitu — aee  Mutturamii  Clictti. 

Rangaiyan,  Kasturi,  35,  238,  315. 

Rangan,  3. 

Rangan,  Golla — see  (^oHa  Eangan. 

Eanga  Pillai,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  13,  35,  3G,  37,  38,  56,  14G,  147,  148,  149.  163,  172, 

197,  198.      , 
Eanga  Pillai,  Ananda — see  Ananda  Eanga  Pillai. 
Eangappa  Clietti — see  Chinna  Tambu  Eangappa  Clietti. 
Eangappa  Nayakkan,  Orkandi,  72,  79,  126,  140,  147,  153,  181, 191. 
Eanyo  Pandit,  97,  120,  124,  125. 
Eanipettai,  382. 
Eatnaji  Pandit,  222. 
Rayal  Aiyan,  73,  116. 
Eettai  Alagramam,  89. 
Eiche,  M.,  177. 
Eobert,  il.,  361. 
Eoulier,  M.,  369,  396. 
Eousseliere  Dubois — >t'e  Dubois. 

Sa'adat  Baudar,  180. 

Sa'adat  Khan,  49,  92,  93. 

Sadaiyappa  Mudali,  193. 

Sadasiva  Aiyan,  165,  286. 

Sadasi\a  Pillai,  371. 

Sadras,  386. 

Saidapet  (Saidapettai),  263. 

Saiyid  'Ali  Khan,  66. 

Salainat  (ship),  160. 

Saiyid  Fazl  Khan,  382. 

Salatu  Venkatachala  Chetti — see  Venkatachala  C!:etti. 

Samaiyan,  41. 

Sama  Eao,  338,  34"^,  341. 

Samba  Aiyan,  382. 

Sambu  Das,  127,  174,  177,  331. 

Sampati  Eao,  07,  179,  382, 

Sankaraparik,  127. 

Sankaia  Aiyan,  205. 

Scotlsnd,  42,  44. 

Sedai  Street,  238. 

Selle,  de  la,  M.,  20,  113. 

Serpe.-iu,  M.,  337. 

SgshacbMlaChotti,  SungD,aZt«.-,-Sn7iguvar,  41,  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,80,  91, 

91,  95,  96.  97,  98,  99,  100,  101,  102,  190,  362,  363,  373,  403. 
Seshadri  Pillai,  2,  66. 
Sesha  Aiyaugar,  105,  106,  383,  393. 
Setugoswami,  120,  125. 
Shaikh  Muhammad  Hadi,  88. 
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Sinappaiyan,  11,  17,  18,  19,  228. 

Siiiganna  Cliet^i,  Pasumarii,  15;<. 

Singra  Chari,  115,  116. 

Sirppai,  308. 

Sitarama  Aiyaii,  15^5. 

Sitarama  Sastri,  259. 

Sita  Venkatachala  Chetti — see  Veukatachala  Cbetti. 

Siva,  32, 

Sivaganga, 131. 

Sivarama  Sastri,  363. 

Smith,  Mr.,  413. 

Srinivasa  Chari,  24,  26. 

Srinivasa  Paudit,  Adakki,  65,  66. 

Srinivasa  Eao,  383. 

Srinivasa  Rao,  Kanukyoi,  383. 

Srinivasa  Swami,  26. 

St.  David— se5  Fort  St.  David. 

St.  George — see  Fort  St.  George, 

St.  John,  87,  88. 

St.  Louie,  256. 

St.  Martin,  M.,  232. 

St.  Paul  (church),  8,  18,  76,  109,  157,  206,  230,   256,  260,    319,    361,    369, 

370,  372. 
St.  Thomas'  Mount,  400. 
St.  Thome,  410. 
Stephen  Veimot — see  Veimot. 
Strat.ton,  Mr.,  309,  312,  407,  411. 
Snbbaiyan,  Fort,  17,  19,  183,  230,  264,  321,  333. 
Subbaiyan  (French  agent),  22,  76,  178,  179,  292,  293,  336. 
Suga  Sing,  34,  78,  79,  89,  90,  221,  232,  252,  261,  262,  269,  362,  363,  369. 
Sultanji  Appa,  125. 
Sumatra,  415. 

Sundarapandiyanpattanam,  131. 
Sungu    Muttnrama   Chetti,   alias    Sungu  Ramu    Chetti — see    Mutturama 

Chetti. 
Sungu  SSshachala  Chetti — see  Seshachala  Chetti. 
Surat,  18,  37,  49,  106,  187,  217. 
Swaminadhan,  193. 


Tambi  Nayinar,  51. 

Tambicha  Mndali,  152. 

Tannppa  Mndali,  alias  Chinna  Mudali,  alias  Lazar  Mudali,  alias  Lazar, 
5,  8,  9,  14,  15,  16,  22,  23,  27,  28,  29,  34,  36,  62,  63,  64,  65,  71,  75,  78,  88, 
89,  90,  91,  92,  93,  106,  114,  115,  138,  139,  141,  142,  146,  147,  148,  149, 
151,  158,  162,  163,  164,  172,  183,  185,  192,  196,  199,  200,  205,  206,  207, 
210,  211,  247,  248,  249,  251,  256,  259,  261,  270,  272,  282,  285,  286,  288, 
289,  304,  308,  311,  338,  339,  342,  356,  358,  359,  376,  404. 
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Tauglavarayan,  Devaui,  3. 
Tandavaraja  Pillai,  325,  326,  327. 

Tanjore  (Tanjavlir),  31,  33,  120,  124,  125,  126,  131,  132,  329,  347. 
Taqi  Sahib.  334,  376. 
Tarwadi,  177,  211,  223,  247,  287,  288. 
Tellicherry,  398,  402,  407,  408. 
Tenasserim,  182,  214. 
Tliomas,  Father,  175. 
Tinnevelly  (I'iiunelveli),  269,270,  285. 
Tiruchelvarayan,  5,  24. 
Tirukkanii  Ohetti,  90,  91,  94. 
Tirukkanji,  125. 
Tirukkazhukkunram,  299. 
Tirumalai  Pillai — see  Muttaiya. 
Tirumalai  Pillai,  263. 
Tirnmal?.irayanpattanam,  52. 
Tirnpati,  24,  26,  376. 
Tiruppappuliyar,  202,  369,  370. 
Tiroppas'flr,  295. 
Tirutani,  176. 
Tiruvamflr,  304. 
Tiruvellacanna — see  Triplicane. 
Tiruvendipuram,  202. 

Tiruvengada  Pillai,  alias  Tiruvencradam,  Kaiikal,  34,  35,  104,  1^2,321. 
Tirnvengada  Pillai,  alias  Appavu   (nephew  of  Ananda  Kanga  ^'illai),  25 
327. 

A 

Tirnvengada  Pillai  alias  TiruTengadam  (brother  of  Ananda  Eanga  Pillai) 

25,  295,  296,  299,  373,  384.  ^ 
Tiruvengada  Pillai  (father  of  Ananda  Ranga  Pillai),  182,  334. 
Tiruveng<)da  Pillai,  Wandiwash,  25,  98,  392. 
TiruvSngadapuram,  25. 
Tiruviti  Balu  Chetti — see  Bala  Chetti. 
Tiruvottasaina  Mudali,  363. 
Tolasinga  Perumal  Koyil,  308. 
Tondi,  132. 

Touche,  de  la,  M.,  201.,  210,  300,  310,  357,  365,  381,  385,  392. 
Tonr,  de  la,  M.,  365,  366,  385,  387. 
Tranquebar  (Tarangambadi),  62,  69,  251. 
Travancore  (Tiruvankodn),  358. 
Trichinopoly  (Tirucliinapalli),  70,  71,  238,  34,7,  375. 
Trincomalce  (Tirokonamalui),  139,  153,  158,  167,  168,  171,  266,  41 
Trinconamalla — see  Ti-incoiiialee. 
Triplicane  (Tiruvallikkeni),  308,  409,  411. 
Turkey,  178,  306. 

Tnticovin  (Ttittukkndi),  270,  273,  286. 
Tyaga  Aij'an,  393. 
Tyagavalli,  363,  371. 
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Udaiyarpalaiyam,  120,  124. 

Undarec,  V,  40P. 

Uravu  Nisrayanan — see  N'arayai.ui  Pillai. 

Utramallfir,  66. 

Uttira  Peddu  Chetti— see  Peddu  Chetti. 

Vadakkuvattam,  3t'2. 

Vala  Martanda  Raja,  358. 

Valikondapnram,  221,  222. 

Vali  Muhammad,  295. 

VandipalHiyam,  128. 

VannipSttu,  b82. 

Vanflr,  13. 

Varada  Aiyangar,  116. 

Varlam,  109. 

Vasndeva  Pandit,  220,  320,  321,  335,  336. 

Vazhudavar,  89,  121,  181,  232,  233,  235,  230,  296,  299,  300,  301,  303,  364, 
369,  372^. 

Vedapuri  Iswaran,  57,  321,  370. 

Vedaraniyam,  60. 

Veimot,  Stephen,  413. 

Velamuri  Venkataiyau — see  Veukataiyan. 
VelayudaChetti,  35. 
Vellore  (Velur),  253. 
Yenkatachala  Aiyan,  70,71,393. 
Venkatachala  Chetti,  Sita,  55,  100,  101. 

Venkatachala  Chetti,  Salatu,  95,  172,  207, 

Venkatachalam,  263. 

Venkatachala  Pillai,  4,  194. 

Venkata  Dikshatar,  65,  67. 

Venkatagiri,  23- 

Tenkataiyan,  Velamuri,  90,  94,  95,  96,  97,98,  99,  100,101,  196,  197 

Venkata  Rao,  65. 

Venkatammal  pettai,  370,  371. 

Veukatanaranappa  Aiyan,  Kulasekaram,  315,  327. 

Venkata  Narasinga  Raja — see  Narasinga  Raja. 

Venkatarama  Chetti,  Addapalli,  125. 

Venkatesa  Aiyan,  11,  12,  13,  14,  16,  18,  48. 

VenkatSswara  Swami,  24. 

Vermont,  M.,  204. 

Vidya  Chand,  382. 

Vikrapandi,  180. 

Villebague — see  Mahe  de  la  ViUcbagne. 

Villiyacaimr,  50,  120,  121,  126,  227,235,290. 

Vincens,  M.,  271. 

Vinson,  M.,  151,  308,  309. 

Vira  Chetti,  131,  205,207. 
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Vira  Chetti,  Kangipati,  247. 

Vira  Mudali,  288. 

Vira  Nayakkan,  371. 

Viraragava  Chetli,  17,  97. 

Vishau,  51,  205. 

Vital  Pandit,  125. 

Vizagapatam  (Visagapattanaai),  309. 

Wake,  Mr.,  411,  •il2,  iU. 

Yachama  Nayakkan,  23. 

Zuhur  Khan,  136. 
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